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lection  (including  location  and  size  of  gates  and  sea  level  rise);  optimization  of  plans; 
comparison  of  alternative  measures  to  reduce  impacts;  and  public  concerns. 

Hydrology  and  Hydraulics  (Appendix  B):  Includes  descriptions  of:  the  tidal  hydrology 
and  hydrology  of  interior  runoff  in  the  study  area,  and  of  wave  runup  and  seawall  over¬ 
topping,  interior  flood  stage  frequencies,  tide  levels,  flushing,  currents,  and  sea  level  rise 
effects  without  and  with  the  selected  project  for  various  gated  openings. 

Water  Quality  (Appendix  C):  Includes  descriptions  of  existing  water  quality  conditions 
in  the  estuary  and  explores  potential  changes  associated  with  the  selected  plan. 

Design  and  Costs  (Appendix  D):  Includes  detailed  descriptions,  plans  and  profiles  and 
design  considerations  of  the  selected  plan;  coastal  analysis  of  the  shorefront;  detailed 
project  costs;  scope  and  costs  of  engineering  and  design;  scope  and  costs  of  operation 
and  maintenance;  and  design  and  construction  schedules. 

Geotechnical  (Appendix  E):  Describes  geotechnical  and  foundation  conditions  in  the 
study  area  and  the  design  of  earth  embankment  structures  in  the  selected  plan. 

Real  Estate  (Appendix  F):  Describes  lands  and  damages,  temporary  and  permanent 
easements  and  costs  of  the  selected  plan,  including  the  five  floodgate  alignments  studied. 

Economics  (Appendix  G):  Describes  recurring  and  average  annual  damages  and  bene¬ 
fits  in  study  area  floodzones;  economic  analysis  and  optimization  of  alternative  plans. 

Socioeconomic  (Appendix  H):  Describes  the  socioeconomic  conditions  in  the  study  area 
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cials,  agencies,  organizations  and  the  public  and  the  Corps  prior  to  agency  and  public  re¬ 
view  of  the  draft  report. 

Feasibility  Study  and  EIS/EIR  Comments  and  Responses  (Appendix  J):  Includes  all 
comments  and  Corps  responses  to  letters  received  during  agency  and  public  review. 

Environmental  (Appendix  K):  Includes  basic  data  from  investigations  of  environmental 
resources  in  the  study  area  and  presents  the  Mitigation  Incremental  Analysis. 
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39.  Letter  to  Ms.  Elaine  Hurley,  Pres.,  Pines  Riverside  Assoc.,  July  26,  1988 

40.  Letter  to  Mayor  Colella,  Revere,  (IRC)  October  7, 1988 

41.  Frank  Stringi,  Dir.,  D.  of  Planning  &  Comm.  Dev.,  Nov.  22,  1988 
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H.  TOWN  OF  SAUGUS 


1.  Norman  B.  Hansen,  Temp.  Town  Manager  of  Saugus,  Sep  9,  1981 

2.  Paul  T.  Rabchenuk,  Town  Manager  of  Saugus,  April  23,  1985 

3.  Letter  to  Mr.  Rabchenuk,  Town  Manager,  Feb.  12, 1986 

4.  Richard  Mytkowicz,  Concerned  Citizen,  Oct.  27, 1986 

5.  Letter  to  Mr.  Rabchenuk,  Town  Manager,  February  6, 1987 

6.  Letter  to  Saugus  Citizen  Steering  Comm.,  February  19, 1987 

7.  Norman  B.  Hansen,  Temp.  Town  Manager  of  Saugus,  March  9,  1987 

8.  Anne  Cyros  &  Frank  McKinnon,  Saugus  Conservation  Comm.,  March  30,  1987 

9.  Ellen  Bums,  Pres.,  Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the  Envir.,  April  6,  1987 

10.  Ellen  Bums,  Pres.,  Saugus  Action,  Volunteers  for  the  Envir.,  April  13,  1987 

11.  Letter  to  Mr.  Norman  B.  Hansen,  Acting  Town  Mgr.,  June  22,  1987 

12.  Joyce  Villani,  Clerk,  Saugus  Bd.  of  Select.  (Favor  Option  #3),  Mar.  22,  1988 

13.  Dennis  Roy,  Saugus  Eng.  Dept.  (Meeting  Notice)  May  23, 1988 

14.  Peter  Manoogian,  Board  of  Selectmen,  June  27,  1988 

15.  Letter  to  Mr.  Manoogian,  Board  of  Selectman,  July  25,  1988 

16.  Letter  to  Mr.  Hansen,  Town  Manager  (IRC),  Oct.  7, 1988 


I.  NEWS  ARTICLES 

lA.Public  Assistance  Sought  for  Flood  Study,  Oct.  1985 

1.  Army  Starts  Study  of  Local  Flooding,  Oct.  1985 

2.  Mayor  Reports  Progress  on  Hood  Control  Plans,  Oct.  1985 

3.  Engineers,  City  Parley  on  Hoods,  May  5, 1986 
3A.Hood  Prevention  Study  Continues,  April  1986 

4.  Council  Briefed  on  Flood  Report,  May  6,  1986 

5.  Storm  Protection  Proposal  Pushed,  May  6, 1986 

6.  Hood  Prevention  Program  Unveiled  to  City,  May  8,  1986 

7.  Viewpoints,  May  8, 1986 

8.  The  Attempt  to  Curb  Hooding,  May  7, 1986 

9.  Battle  to  Fight  Flooding,  May  7, 1986 

10.  Hood  Control  Options  Aired  for  Saugus  River,  May  16,  1986 

11.  Survey  is  Being  Made  In  Saugus  River  Area,  May  30,  1986 

12.  Army  Eng.  Review  Hood  Damage  Results,  Febraury  13, 1987 

13.  Army  Eng.  Detail  Options  for  Reducing  Hood  Prob.,  March  3, 1987 

14.  Corps  Will  Start  Work  in  Revere,  March  4,  1987 

15.  Hood  Reduction  Study  Proceedings,  March  16,  1987 

16.  News  Media  Distribution  List 

17.  Notice  of  Intent  to  Submit  ENF,  March  18,  1987 

18.  Engineers  Would  Build  Hoodgate  at  Saugus  River,  March  15-18,  1987 

19.  The  Environmental  Monitor,  ENF,  March  26,  1987 

20.  Environmental  Meeting  on  Flood  Control  Proposals,  March  27,  1987 

21.  Tidal  Hooding  Meeting,  April  1, 1987 

22.  Meeting  Set  on  Tidal  Flooding,  May  18,  1987 


23.  Army  Engr.  Solicit  Opinions  on  Flood  Damage  Study,  May  20, 1987 

24.  Corps  Begins  Flood  Control  Report,  June  5,  1987 

25.  Engineers  Concerned  about  1-95  Sandpile,  July  2,  1987 

26.  Opening  Up  the  Floodgates  (New  Bedford  Field  Trip),  Nov.  18,  1988 

27.  Stink  Over  Sand  Rise"  Anew,  September  25,  1987 

27.  Town  Gets  Update  on  Plans  for  Saugus  River,  February  5, 1988 

28.  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Project  Proposed  by  Corps,  Winter  1988 

29.  Broad  Sound's  Future  Topic  for  Discussion,  May  23,  1988 

29.  Broad  Sound  Designation  Explained,  May  31, 1988 

30.  Task  Force  Questions  Dredging  Impact,  May  18, 1988 

30.  Would  ACEC  Slow  Beaches  Growth,  April  28, 1988 

31.  Engineers  Schedule  Workshop,  June  21,  1988 

32.  Thinking  Aloud,  June  15,  1988 

33.  Geary  Maintains  Stand  on  Shoreline  Sanding,  June  15,  1988 

34.  Preserving  Environment,  June  16,  1988 

35.  More  ACEC  Questions,  June  16,  1988 

36.  Saugus  Sounds  Off,  June  24,  1988 

37.  Engineers,  Officials  Seek  F.C.  Compromise,  July  5, 1988 

38.  Marsh  Area  Gets  New  Status,  Aug.  23,  1988 

39.  EPA  Hits  Revere  Firms  for  Filling  Marsh,  Sep.  1,  1988 

40. 1-95  Sandpiles  to  become  Passive  Recreation  Lands,  Sep.  21, 1988 

41.  "T"  Must  Remove  Landfill  at  Bridge,  Oct.  3, 1988 

42.  Classic  Nor'easter  Takes  a  Toll  Along  Coast,  Oct.  24, 1988 

43.  Feds  Check  Out  $57  M  Floodgate  Plan,  Oct.  26, 1988 

44.  MDC  to  Draw  Plan  Conv.  1-95  ROW  to  Park,  Oct.  31, 1988 

45.  Track  Work-to  Threaten  Marshland,  Nov.  1,  1988 

46.  MIX!  Preparing  for  Work  on  E.  Saugus  Park,  Nov.  9, 1988 

47.  Wetlands  Warden,  Nov.  20,  1988 

48.  Rising  Sea  Level  -  claim  -  Saugus  Coastline,  Feb.  1989 

49.  State  Moves  to  Plug  Wetlands  Protection  Loopholes,  March  19,  1989 


J.  INTEREST  GROUPS  AND  OTHER  LETTERS 

1.  Ltr.  to  Mr.  Frank  Anderson,  Concerned  Coastal  Sportsmen,  Mar.  23,  1987 

2.  Polly  Bradley,  Sec.,  S.W.I.M.,  Nahant,  March- 27, 1987 

3.  Invitation  to  MEPA  scoping  meeting,  March  24,  1987 

4.  Mass.  Assoc,  of  Conservation  Comm.,  March  30,  1987 

5.  Richard  K.  Quateman,  Dir.  Gloucester  Ofc.,  MA.  Audubon  Soc.,  April  10,  1987 

6.  Judith  C.  Skinner,  Board  of  Dir.,  MA.  Assoc.  Cons.  Comm.,  Apr.  12,  1987 

7.  Norma  Brooks,  Member,  S.W.I.M.,  Nahant,  April  14,  1987 

8.  Paul  Hauge  &  Sally  Newbury,  Conservation  Law  Foundation,  April  15,  1987 

9.  Judith  C.  Skinner,  Board  of  Dir.,  MACC,  April  16, 1987 

10.  Polly  Bradley,  Sec.,  S.W.I.M.,  Nahant,  April  15,  1987 

11.  Invitation  to  NEPA  scoping  meeting,  May  14,  1987 

12.  Norma  Brooks,  Member,  S.W.I.M.,  Nahant,  June  11,  1987 
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J.  INTEREST  GROUPS  AND  OTHER  LETTERS  (Continued) 

13.  Polly  Bradley,  Pres.,  S.W.I.M.,  Nahant,  June  11,  1987 

14.  Letter  to  Polly  Bradley,  Pres.  S.W.I.M.,  July  14, 1987 

15.  Letter  to  Richard  K.  Quateman,  Dir.  MA.  Audubon  Soc.,  July  14, 1987 

16.  Letter  to  Judith  C.  Skinner,  Member  Bd.  of  Dir.,  MACC,  July  14,  1987 

17.  Letter  to  Study  Participants  on  Barrier  Field  Trip,  Oct.  19,  1987 

18.  Letters  to  Study  Participants,  (Correspond.  Update),  Oct.  30, 1987 

19.  Attendance  -  Trip  to  Providence  and  New  Bedford  Barriers,  Nov.  10, 1987 

20.  Letter  to  Polly  Bradley,  Pres.,  S.W.I.M.  (  News  Article)  Oct.  30, 1987 

21.  Polly  Bradley,  President,  S.W.I.M.,  (Refr.  News  Article),  Nov.  30,  1987 

22.  Letter  to  Technical  Group  (Meeting  Notice),  January  19, 1988 

23.  Letter  to  Norma  Brooks,  S.W.I.M.  (Mem.  Tech.  Grp.),  January  20,  1988 

24.  Alexandra  D.  Dawson,  Pres.,  MA  Assoc,  of  Conserv.  Comm.,  Feb.  3,  1988 

25.  Notice  to  Technical  Group  (Meeting  Rescheduled),  February  5,  1988 

26.  Letter  to  Study  Participants,  April  13, 1987 

27.  Letter  Sent  to  Study  Participants,  Aug.  1988 

28.  Letter  to  Study  Participants,  Oct.  5, 1988 

29.  Frank  E.  Anderson,  Pres.,  Coastal  Sportsmen,  Oct.  22, 1988 

30.  Letter  to  Study  Participants,  April  26, 1989 
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CITY  OF  LYNN 


CditQ  of  Cgnn,  IRaBflarijuBtttB 

QWficr  of  ti(r  Magor 


M/RY  C  RUS-SO 


City  hall  CM901 
,6i7>596-4000 


Antonio  U.  fKarino 

fRoQor 


Colonel  Carl  B.  Sciple 
Division  Engineer 

New  England  Division  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Traoelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02254 


December  19,  1984 


Dear  Colonel  Sciple: 

The  City  of  Lynn  requests'  that  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  invest¬ 
igate  flooding  conditions)  and  determine  the  feasibility  of  construct¬ 
ing  a  flood  control  project. 

Tidal  flooding  has  been  a  continuing  problem  both  from  Lynn  Harbor 
and  the  Saugus  River.  The  timber  bulkhead  along  the  harbor,  which 
is  about  50  years  old  and  a  mile  long,  was  severely  overtopped  and 
damaged  in  the  blizzard  of  '78.  The  bulkhead  supports  the  landfill 
for  the  harbor's  industrial  and  commercial  development. 

In  1978,  tide  waters  overtopped  the  bulkhead  and  flooded  areas  up  to 
three  or  four  feet  deep,  including  the  Lynnway  which  serves  one  of 
the  City's  major  business  districts. 

During  the  blizzard,  heavy  snow  restricted  water  from  reaching 
several  areas.  We  believe  damages  will  be  much  more  severe  if  a 
similar  tidetoccurs.  About  400  homes,  business  and  industries 
could  be  damaged,  thus  crippling  a  major  portion  of  the  City. 

Many  businesses  and  homes  are  also  flooded  from  tides  backing  up 
the  Saugus  River. 

On  December  6,  1984,  my  representatives  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  Water  and  Sewer  Commission,  and  Department  of 
Economic  Development  discussed  the  flooding  problems  with  Mr. 

Robert  Hunt  of  your  Planning  Division.  Several  solutions  were 
explored  and  one  in  particular,  would  benefit  the  communities 
of  Lynn,  Revere,  Saugus  and  Malden. 


2. 


A  cidal  barrier  with  a  navigation  gate  across  the  Saugus  River  con¬ 
necting  to  shore  protection  in  Lynn  and  Revere  would  eliminate  tidal 
flooding  problems  for  over  2300  homes  and  businesses  in  these 
communities. 

The  City  of  Lynn  is  strongly  supportive  of  projects  to  prevent 
tidal  flooding  and  will  provide  whatever  assistance  needed  to 
expedite  a  solution.  Mr.  Ralph  W.  Reid,  City  Engineer,  should  be 
your  primary  contact  for  this  important  project. 

I  look  forward  to  woiking  with  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  other 
communities  to  prevent  further  coastal  disasters. 


Sincerely.  ^ 

Honorable  Antonio  J.  Marino 
Maydr 

City  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts 


AJM/caa 


cc: 


Senator  Paul  E.  Tsongas 

Congressman  Edward  J.  Markey 

City  Representatives 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Calnan 

Mr.  Peter  Deveau 

Mr.  Leo  Potter 

Mr.  W.  Haight 

Mr.  R.  Hunt,  Corporal  Engineer’s 


Planning  Division'/ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
484  TRARELO  ROAD 
WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  08284 

January  15,  1985 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Honorable  Antonio  J.  Marino 

Mayor 

City  Hall 

Lynn,  Maaaachusetta  01901 
Dear  Mayor  Marino: 

1  have  reviewed  with  my  staff  your  December  19,  1984  letter,  which  requests 
a  flood  control  investigation  for  your  city.  Zt  appears  that  a  major  portion 
of  your  business  district  is  under  a  constant  flood  threat  from  wave 
overtopping  your  harbor  bulkhead,  and  from  tidal  surges  up  the  Saugus  River. 

The  condition  of  your  harbor's  timber  bulkhead,  which  supports  land  fill 
for  industrial  development,  should  be  closely  inspected  and  considered  during 
flood  control  planning. 

The  Saugus  River  tidal  barrier  alternative  discussed  in  your  letter  would 
provide  coastal  flood  protection  to  Lynn  as  well  as  areas  in  Revere  and 
Saugus.  For  this  reason  1  have  recommended  that  we  proceed  to  investigate  your 
flooding  situation  and  evaluate  the  feasibility  of  alternatives  under  my 
on-going  Southeastern  New  England  Study  authority  which  authorised  the  Revere 
investigations. 

He  will  keep  you  and  your  designated  contact  Mr.  Ralph  H.  Reid  informed  of 
the  status  of  the  investigation. 

I  hope  we  can  develop  an  effective  solution  to  your  problems  and  look 
forward  to  working  with  you  and  your  community  over  the  next  few  years. 

If  you  have  any  questions  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8220. 

You  may  also  wish  to  contact  either  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Xgnasio,  Chief  of  the 
Planning  Division  at  647-8508,  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  Project  Manager  at 
647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


ATTENTION  OF: 


Carl  B.  Sciple 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Ralph  U.  Reid 
City  Engineer 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901  E- 2 
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CDNSERVA%QN  COMMISSION 


December  17,  1985 


Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt 

Project  Manager 

U.S.  Army  Coro*  of  Engineer* 

New  England  Division 
4?4  Trace lo  Road 
Ualthair,  MA  02254.9149 

Dear  Mr.  Hunt: 

Thank  you  for  inviting  us  to  the  November  ?1  briefing  on 
the  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study,  Saugus  River  and  Tribu¬ 
taries  .  A*  you  reouested,  here  is  a  summary  of  issues  we 
would  suggest  should  be  considered  further  in  subseouent 
stages  of  the  study  and  plan. 

1.  Any  olan  for  floodgates  across  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River  would  reouire  careful  consideration  of  their 
effects  on  fisheries.  It  can  be  confirmed  that  the 
Saugus  River  is  a  breeding  ground  for  several  varieties 
of  fish  --  among  them  winter  flounder  and  alewife.  Our 
initial  imoression  is  that  flounder  in  particular  would 
be  affected  by  floodgates  Just  upstream  of  the  General 
Eawards  Bridge.  In  only  the  last  month,  we  have  reviewed 
notices  of  intent  on  two  projects  involving  activity  on 
the  river.  In  each  case,  the  order  of  conditions  has 
stipulated  that  the  work  be  scheduled  specifically  to 
prevent  interference  with  fish  movements  during  the 
breeaing  season.  Consecuent ly,  we  would  urge  that  Marine 
Fisheries  input  be  factored  into  any  further  planning 

of  construction  of  this  type. 

2.  In  Lynn,  the  effects  of  unusually  high  water  in  the  Sauaus 
River  are  not  confined  to  the  areas  immediate ly  bordering 
the  river.  These  effects  also  can  be  felt  throughout  a 
considerable  part  of  the  city  --  via  Strawberry  Brook 

to  Flax  and  Sluice  Ponds,  and  in  turn  to  the  brooks 
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Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt 


Page  ? 


and  streams  feeding  into  the  ponds.  In  short,  the 
impact  of  Saugus  River  flooding  can  extend  virtually 
as  far  as  Lynn  Woods.  Therefore,  in  any  calculation 
of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  froir  improved  flood 
control  on  the  river,  a  large  part  of  the  city's 
total  area  should  be  included. 

3.  The  southern  end  of  the  Lynn  waterfront,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Saugus  River,  is  lively  to  be  the  scene  of  future 
development.  Although  the  exact  nature  of  this  develop* 
ment  has  not  been  confirmed  through  review  by  all 
appropriate  city  agencies  to  date,  it  will  most  likely 
include  a  mix  of  commercial  and  residential  construction. 
Although  our  impressions  may  be  mistaken,  it  did  apoear 
that  the  initial  proposals  raised  at  the  meeting  did 
not  reflect  the  prospect  of  development  that  may  well 
take  place  within  the  next  five  years.  This  may  affect 
the  Corps  plans  for  construction  in  the  area  of  the 
waterfront  bulkhead,  which  is  badly  deteriorated. 

Again,  Mr.  Hunt,  we  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  be  advised 

of  your  plans  as  they  develop,  and  to  offer  our  comments. 

We  hooe  you  find  these  suggestions  helpful. 


Sincerely, 

Paul  A.  Petrowski 
Chairman 


February  12 ,  1986 


Engineering  -  water  Control 


Honorable  Albert  V.  OiVirgilio 

Mayor  of  Lynn 

Lynn,  Masaachuaetts  01901 

Dear  Mayor  OiVirgilio: 

Thia  letter  will  provide  you  with  an  update  of  flood 
level  atudiea  and  preliminary  recommendations  that  could 
influence  local  deciaiona  in  your  coMunity.  Thia  re- 
latea  to  the  Corpa  of  Engineera  current  inveatigation  of 
coaatal  flood  protection  for  Revere,  Saugua  and  Lynn, 
Massachusetts.  Our  current  atudiea  include  aore  refined 
analyaia  of  tidal  flooding  than  haa  been  accoapliahed  in 
the  paat. 

Over  the  paat  year  we  have  been  engaged  in  detailed 
inveatigationa  auch  aa  tide  gaging,  noaerical  aodelling, 
and  gathering  of  hiatorlc  high  wateraark  leva la  through¬ 
out  Broad  Sound r  Lynn  Harbor  and  the  open  tidal  reachea 
of  the  pinea  and  Saugua  Bivera.  Flood  level  estimates 
aeveral  yeara  ago,  baaed  on  acant  data,  indicated  that 
the  atillwater  tide  level  during  the  "Blixzard  of  '78* 
(about  a  100-year  event)  waa  between  8  and  9  feet,  NGVD 
in  the  open  tidal  reachea  of  the  Saugua  and  Pinea  Rivera. 
Thia  preliainary  data  waa  uaed  by  others  in  preparation 
of  the  Lynn  and  Revere  Flood  Znaurance  atudiea.  More 
recent  data  indicatea  that  ocean  atora  aurgea  are  effec¬ 
tively  conveyed  up  the  open  tidal  areaa  of  theae  rivers 
and  the  1978  atillwater  level  appears  to  be  aore  likely 
in  the  range  of  9  to  10  feet,  NGVD.  Baaed  upon  thia  new 
information,  I  suggest  it  would  be  good  policy  that 
buildings  to  be  constructed  in  these  open  tidal  areaa 
have  first  floor  levels  not  less  than  10  feet,  NGVD  and 
substantially  higher  where  any  wave  action  could  exist. 

The  determination  of  stage  frequency  relationships 
for  individual  neighborhoods  is  a  complex  process  in¬ 
volving  tidal  hydraulic  and  local  drainage  considera¬ 
tions.  These  studies  which  will  be  conducted  over  the 
next  year  will  be  made  available  to  you  upon  completion. 
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A  copy  of  this  letter  is  being  forwarded  to  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  in  Boston.  They  will 
determine  if  any  revisions  to  existing  Flood  insurance 
Studies  are  necessary  after  publication  of  our  final  re¬ 
sults.  Should  you  have  questions  regarding  these  flood 
level  studies  please  contact  me  at  617-647-8220  or  Mr. 
Charles  Wener,  Chief  of  our  Hydraulics  and  Water  Quality 
Section  at  617-647-8686. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas  A.  Rhen 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 


Copy  Furnished: 

Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
J.  W.  McCormack  Post  Office  and 
Courthouse  Building,  Room  462 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 

Mr.  Ralph  W.  Reid 
City  Engineer 

Department  of  Public  Works 
Room  401,  City  Hall 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 

Mr.  Kevin  Geary 
City  Planner 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 
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Clltty  of  Cynn,  Utaooadiuotttg 

OMRct  of  tip  OUgsr 

'WIRY  J.  HAYWARD 

aNMSYNATIVS  ASMTAHT 

Albert  H.  ItHlryUto 

Otagor 


March  11,  1986 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

In  December  of  1984,  the  City  of  Lynn  requested  that  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  Investigate  flooding  conditions 
and  determine  the  feasibility  of  constructing  a  flood 
control  project. 

As  the  Corps  of  Engineers  continue  with  their  study,  I 
reassert  the  City  of  Lynn's  strong  support  for  the  pro¬ 
ject  which  will  prevent  tidal  flooding.  We  also  reiterate 
our  offer  of  assistance  in  whatever  capacity  needed  to 
expedite  a  solution. 

I  look  forward  to  continuing  our  work  with  the  Arn\y  Corps 
of  Engineers  in  preventing  further  coastal  flooding  dis¬ 
asters. 


CITY  HALL  01M1 
(617)  906-4000 
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Planning  Division 
Basin  Mimgawnt  Branch 


Honorable  Albert  7.  DlVlrgUlo 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 
Dear  Mayor  DiVlrgiliot 

I  appreciate  our  noatlng  on  March  17,  1986  which  considered  the  states 
of  Corps'  planning  efforts  to  protect  the  City  of  Lym  free  future  flooding 
under  our  Saugus  Bluer  and  Tributaries  flood  Danage  Induction  Study.  Of 
particular  concern  was  the  lupact  of  our  plana  on  the  South  Harbor  bulkhead 
and  proposed  public  walkway. 

In  the  Bllssard  of  1978  waves  overtopped  the  tinker  bulkhead  resulting 
la  the  flooding  of  businesses  along  Lynnway.  An  snored  atone  ravetaont 
along  the  bulkhead  la  one  plan  being  considered  to  reduce  the  overtopping. 
The  reveteaat  would  also  a tab 11 la a  the  bulkhead  and  essentially  el Inina te 
future  repairs  of  the  tinker  structure.  Two  other  options  includes  con¬ 
structing  a  steal  sheet  pile  bulkhead  high  enough  to  reduce  overtopping, 
or  renovating  the  bulkhead  at  the  sals ting  elevation  with  a  secondary  well 
set  beak  fron  the  bulkhead.  Other  optlsua  nay  also  surface  during  the 
course  of  the  study. 

The  public  walkway  will  be  considered  in  foraulatlag  plans  along  the 
bulkhead.  If  sufficient  recreation  benefits  justify  its  Inclusion,  the 
walkway  nay  be  east  shared  with  the  federal  Govemnant.  If  not  scoassd, cully 
Justified*  the  plan  nay  include  the  walkway,  but  naat  be  coup lately  a 
non- federal  responsibility. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  strong  support  raaffimed  by  your  March  11, 
1986  letter,  and  the  cooperation  ef  Mr.  Kalph  Bead  in  coordinating  this 
investigation.  I  will  do  whatever  la  possible  to  expedite  the  study.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ns  at  617/647-8220.  Mr. 
Bobert  G.  Hunt  la  the  Project  Manager  and  can  be  reached  at  617/647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


ThoSws  A.  RKaa 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 
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June  23,  198  6 


Warren  E.  Nordman,  Chief,  Public  Affairs 

Department  of  the  Army,  New  England  Division 

Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02254 

Re:  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 

Dear  Mr.  Nordman: 

Per  your  request,  I  am  enclosing  a  list  of  candidates  to  serve 
on  the  Citizen  Steering  Committee. 

They  represent  a  cross  section  of  individuals  all  equally  qual¬ 
ified  In  their  respective  areas  of  expertise. 

Complete  Information  Including  address  and  phone  number  will 
be  provided  If  selected. 

Should  you  be  In  need  of  any  further  information,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  call. 


Sincerely, 


Norbert  Beaulieu 

Analyst,  General  Electric  Company 

Joseph  Beaton 

Supervisor,' General  Electric  Company 

Norman  Cole 

Lynn  City  Councillor 

Stanley  Cooke 

Retired,  Former  Lynn  Planning  Board  Member 

Paul  Petrowskl- 

Lynn  Conservation  Commission  Member 

Steve  Smith 

Lynn  Planning  Department 

John  Volo 

Manager,  Syl vania 

Linda  Williams 

Citizen  at  Large 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

CITY  HALL 

LYNN,  MASSACHUSETTS  01901 

engineering 

maintenance 

sanitation 

STREET 

RICHARD  C.  MOUUSON 

Cawnonif 

RALPH  W.  REID 

Gty  In  gw  mt 

H 

O 

Jeff  Bayvard 

FROM: 

Ralph  V.  Reid 

DATE : 

May  29,  1986 

RE: 

Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 

As  'a  result  of  «  nesting  held  with  Robert  Bunt  of  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  this  morning,  the  City  vss 
requested  to  provide  s  list  of  possible  candidates 
for  participation  In  a  Citizen  Steering  Committee. 

As  I  understand  It,  the  list  provided  by  the  City  should 
Include,  but  not  be  Halted  to,  the  following  cross  sec¬ 
tion  of  Individuals:  City  Officials,  Legislative  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  Conservation  Commission  Members,  Local  Busi¬ 
nessmen,  Neighborhood  Groups,  and  any  others  that  the 
City  may  feel  necessary. 

From  the  above  list  Che  Corps  will  select  a  possible 
three  to  Join  with  the  candidates  from  Revere,  Malden  and 
Saugus  to  complete  the  Steering  Committee. 

The  Committee  will  be  used  to  obtain  Input  from  various 
groups  within  the  Cities.  They  will  have  "no"  decision 
making  powers. 

This  list,  provided  through  the  Mayor's  Office,  should  be 
forwarded  to: 

Mr.  Warren  E.  Nordman 
Chief,  Public  Affairs 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  Ma.  02254 

Respectfully  Submitted, 


Ralph  W.  Reid 
City  Engineer 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 


_  .  »Tnmo<i  o*. 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


February  6,  1987 


Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 
Dear  Mayor  DiVirgilio: 

The  enclosed  draft  Environmental  Notification  Fora  (ENF)  for  the 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  is 
provided  for  your  review.  As  discussed  between  Mr.  Stephen  Smith  of 
your  staff  and  Mr.  Robert  6.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager-  ’  would 
appreciate  if  you  would  arrange  a  meeting,  preferably  by  February  20, 
to  go  over  the  ENF  and  project  options  with  Mr.  Hunt. 

Please  invite  anyone  you  feel  is  needed  at  the  meeting.  I  would 
encourage  you  to  invite  those  persons  identified  as  candidates  for 
the  Citizen  Committee,  shown  on  the  attached  list. 

The  Project  Proponent  signature  page  (11)  has  been  prepared  for 
Mr.  Smith's  signature  as  he  requested.  During  the  meeting,  I  would 
appreciate  the  signature  page  be  completed  in  order  to  expedite 
filing  of  the  Public  Notice  of  Environmental  Review  followed  by 
forwarding  of  the  ENF  to  the  MEPA  Unit  of  the  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs. 

For  your  information,  a  binder  of  all  Project  Correspondence  to 
date  has  been  provided  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Zf  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Hunt  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Stephen  Smith,  Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Dept.,  Rm.  106 
City  Hall 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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Citizens'  Coordinating  Committee  Candidates 


LYNN 


Nr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Department 
City  Hall,  Roost  106 
Lynn,  HA  01901 
598-4000  ext.  16  2 


Hr.  Paul  A.  Petrowski 
Chairaian 

Lynn  Conservation  Commission 
City  Ball 
Lynn,  HA  01901 


Hr.  Noraian  Cole 
Lynn  City  Council 
City  Hall 
Lynn,  HA  01901 


Hs.  Linda  Williams 
Citizen-at-Large 


Hr.  John  H.  Honaco 
Civil  Defense  Director 
255  Western  Avenue 
Lynn,  HA  01904 
595-36  08 

City  Ball,  Room  410 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
599-4488 


General  Electric  coordinators? 


Hr.  Hlchael  T.  Carroll 
Hanager,  Engineering 
General  Electric 
Lynn  Utilities  Operations 
Building  27730 
1100-77  Western  Avenue 
Lynn,  HA  01910 
594-0526 


(Alt.)  Mr.  Hark  P.  Acerra 
Engineer,  Civil/Property 
General  Electric 
Lynn  Utilities  Operations 
Building  27730 
1100-77  Western  Avenue 
Lynn,  MA  01910 
594-0526 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


P 1  ann  ilTsT’tW  i  s  i  on 
Basin  Management  Branch 


February  19,  1987 


Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Department 
City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  MA  01901 

Dear  Mr.  Smith: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  Mayor  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio. 

As  you  know,  a  meeting  is  being  arranged  to  discuss  the  study  and 
describe  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal  flooding.  Your 
assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and  resolve  issues, 
improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

I  understand  your  city  officials  have  supplied  you  with  a  draft 
Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF).  Your  understanding  of  the 
information  in  the  ENF  is  important  as  this  matter  will  be  discussed 
at  the  meeting. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8220  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas  A.  Rhen 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 

Enclosures 
Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 
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CITY  OF  LYNN 

Similar  letters  sent  to  the  following: 


Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 
Lyon,  MA  01901 

Hr.  Stephen  L.  Saith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Department  City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  MA  01901 

Mr.  Nornan  Cole 
Lynn  City  Council 
131  Bellevue  Road 
Lynn,  MA  01901 

Mr.  John  M.  Monaco 
Civil  Defense  Director 
255  Western  Avenue 
Lynn,  MA  01904 

Mr.  Paul  A.  Petrowski 
Chair nan 

Lynn  Conservation  Coaaission 

92  Lake  View  Avenue 

Lynn,  MA  01901 

Ms.  Linda  Villiaas 

33  Sweetser  Terrace 

Lvnn.  MA  01901 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPEIO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


Planni’SyTftvision 

Basin  Management  Branch 


February  19,  1987 


Mr.  Michael  T.  Carroll 
Manager,  Engineering 
General  Electric 
Lynn  Utilities  Operations 
Building  27730 
1100-77  Western  Avenue 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01910 

Dear  Mr.  Carroll: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  coordinate  with  us  on  the 
Citizens'  Steering  Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  as  recommended  by  Mayor  Albert  V. 
DiVirgilio. 

As  you  know,  a  meeting  is  being  arranged  to  discuss  the  study  and 
describe  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal  flooding.  Your 
assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and  resolve  issues, 
improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

I  understand  your  city  officials  have  supplied  you  with  a  draft 
Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF) .  Your  understanding  of  the 
information  in  the  ENF  is  important  as  this  matter  will  be  discussed 
at  the  meeting. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information” 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8220  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 

Enclosures 
Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 


26  THORPE  ROAD 
LYNN.  MA  01905 
593-4433 


City  of  tgnn,  ^ftassaclpssetts 

ft  nn  Citj  Council 


^Harrg  JB8.  Coppola 

Councillor,  38arb^rtJro 


Chairman 
Education  Commrttae 


February  26,  1987 


U.  S.  Army  Corps,  of  Engineers 

New  England  Division  > 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02154 

Dear  Sir: 

Recently  it  was  brought  to  my  attention  that  the  Army  Corps,  of 
Engineers  is  in  the  process  of  reviewing  preliminary  results  of  the 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  of  the  Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries. 

As  the  City  Councillor  in  whose  ward  this  is  located  I  would  like 
to  request  that  you  send  to  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  any  written 
plans,  proposal  or  maps  you  may  have  available  pertaining  to  this  project. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  request. 

sincexely. 


Councillor,  Ward  Seven 


iWC/smw 
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WAR  0  3  1987 


MRIVTO 
ATTtWnOft  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 

March  6,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Harry  V.  Coppola 
Councillor,  Vard  Seven 
Lynn  City  Council 
26  Thorpe  Road 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01905 

Dear  Mr.  Coppola: 

Thank  you  for  advising  me  of  your  interest  in  the  Flood  Damage 
Reduction  study  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  in  Lynn,  Malden, 
Revere  and  Saugus. 

Two  working  documents  are  being  forwarded  to  you  under  separate 
covers  as  you  requested  in  your  February  26,  1987  letter.  They  are 
the  Project  Correspondence  and  Project  Information  binders,  which 
were  prepared  for  study  participants  and  will  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study. 

Your  constituents  along  the  Saugus  River  have  provided  us 
information  on  past  flooding  problems  which  are  summarized  in  the 
Project  binder.  Options  to  protect  the  region  from  flooding  are  also 
discussed. 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  project  manager,  has  additional 
information  on  the  study  and  can  be  reached  at  617-647-8216. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me 
at  617-647-8508.  Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith  is  coordinating  the  study  with 
the  city. 


Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Department 
City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  KA  01901 


E-12a 


(Eitg  of  Hffnn,  J&aooadfiiBtttB 

(Office  of  tijr  OUgnr 

JEFFERY  J.  HAYWARD 

CHIEF  Of  STAFF 

Albert  U.  StHirgilio 

OUtgor 


CITY  HALL  01901 
(617)  596-4000 


Hoick  23,  198 7 


Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen 
Vivi&ion  Engineer 
New  England  Division 
Army  Corpi  ob  Engineer 
424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Haiiachuietti  02254-9149 
Dean  ColoneJL  Rken: 

Plea.ee  be  advi&ed  that,  ai  the  chieb  elected,  oilicial  o&  the 
City  ob  Lynn,  I  would  Like  to  be  recorded  in  bavon.  ob  the 
Regional  Saugue  Riven  Floodgate  Plan,  ae  the  preberred  alter¬ 
native  to  protect  our  coaetal  area  b*om  barther  btood  damage e. 

I  have  reviewed  the  b^Lte  presented  with  the  Environmental 
Notibication  Form  bor  the  project  and  iupport  thii  plan,  within 
ite  high  economic,  benebiti,  high  degree  ob  protection  and  reduced 
environmental  impact 4,  bon-  additional  itudy  to  addre 44  the  control 
ob  thii  regional  c oaital  blooding  problem. 


Sincerely, 


E-i3 

Capture  the  ^9rtbe 


AW/ 


*m*Tio«  of 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

March  23,  1987 


Mr.  Peter  M.  DeVeau 
Assistant  Director 
Office  of  Economic  Development 
1  Market  Street,  Suite  4 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 

Dear  Mr.  DeVeau: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  city  officials. 

Your  participation  and  knowledge  of  activities  along  the  Lynn 
shorefront,  especially,  will  be  valuable  to  the  Study.  Throughout 
the  study,  your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and 
resolve  issues,  improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


March  23,  1987 


Mr.  E.  James  Ryan,  P.E. 

City  Engineer,  Asso.  Comm.  DPV 
City  Hall 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 
Dear  Mr.  Ryan: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  city  officials. 

Your  interest  and  participation  in  the  study  demonstrated  at  the 
February  26  meeting  at  Lynn  City  Hall,  will  certainly  help  the 
coordination  of  this  study.  Your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help 
us  understand  and  resolve  issues,  improve  the  exchange  of  information 
between  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  belp  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilio 
Mayor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 
Lynn,  MA  01901 


K-lS 


«nv  to 

ATTCNTtO*  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

March  25,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Maurice  F.  Kennedy 
Plant  Manager 

North  American  Philips  Lighting  Corp. 

330  Lynnway 
Lynn,  MA  01901 

Dear  Mr.  Kennedy: 

The  New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers  has  submitted  the 
enclosed  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  for  the  Saugus  River 
and  Tributaries.  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  on  behalf  of  the 
communities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus,  Massachusetts. 

I  appreciate  your  assistance  to  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  of  my  staff 
for  the  coordination  of  wall  and  dike  alignments  along  the  outer  edge 
of  your  property  for  flood  protection  plans  discussed  in  the  ENF. 

Comments  on  the  ENF  concerning  potential  environmental  impacts 
that  are  likely  to  be  significant,  will  be  due  by  April  15,  1987. 
Comments  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Affairs,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02202, 

Attention:  MEPA  Unit  and  reference  the  study  by  name  and  its  EOEA 
16497.  A  scoping  meeting  will  be  held  at  Revere  High  School,  School 
St.,  Revere,  MA  on  Tuesday,  April  7  from  3:00  -  5:00  P.M. 

The  Corps  appreciates  your  interest  in  this  study.  If  you  have 
any  question,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508.  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the  Environmental  Manager  (647-8518)  and  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  (647-8216)  can  both  be  contacted 
for  additional  information.  The  MEPA  contact  person  for  this  project 
is  Mr.  David  Shepardson.  He  can  be  reached  at  727-5830. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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Hfftv  TO 
ATTfHTION  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  Of  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

March  25.  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Paul  N.  Varadian 
President 

Transcontinental  Development  Corp. 

85  Merrimac  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02114 

Dear  Mr.  Varadian: 

The  New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers  has  submitted  the 
enclosed  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  for  the  Saugus  River 
and  Tributaries.  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  on  behalf  of  the 
communities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Robert  6.  Hunt  of  my  staff  has  discussed  the  plans  in  the  ENF 
with  Mr.  Peter  Valworth,  your  project  manager,  for  the  Lynn  Harbor 
developments.  Our  preliminary  plans  along  the  south  harbor  bulkhead 
are  similar  to  yours  and  include  a  stone-faced  dike  to  reduce 
overtopping  along  the  shorefront.  In  addition,  a  floodgate  structure 
across  the  Saugus  River  is  preferred  in  the  vicinity  of  the  General 
Edwards  Bridge  to  prevent  tidal  surges  from  entering  the  estuary. 

Comments  on  the  ENF  concerning  potential  environmental  impacts 
that  are  likely  to  be  significant,  will  be  due  by  April  15,  1987. 
Comments  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Affairs,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02202, 

Attention:  MEPA  Unit  and  reference  the  study  by  name  and  its  EOEA 
16497.  A  scoping  meeting  will  be  held  at  Revere  High  School,  School 
St.,  Revere,  MA  on  Tuesday,  April  7  from  3:00  -  5:00  P.M. 

The  Corps  appreciates  your  interest  in  this  study.  If  you  have 
any  question,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508.  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the  Environmental  Manager  (647-8518)  and  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  (647-8216)  can  both  be  contacted 
for  additional  information.  The  MEPA  contact  person  for  this  project 
is  Mr.  David  Shepardson.  He  can  be  reached  at  727-5830. 
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Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Peter  Walworth 
Project  Manager 

Transcontinental  Development  Corp. 
85  Merriaac  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 

Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  MA  01901 

Mr.  Irwin  Nebelkopf 
General  Partner 

Transcontinental  Development  Corp. 
200  Lynnway 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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TO 

ATTENTION  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION,  CORPS  Of  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

March  25,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  John  E.  Ryder,  P.E. 

Bay  Marine  Trust 
78  Marine  Boulevard 
Lynn,  MA  01905 

Dear  Mr.  Ryder: 

The  New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers  has  submitted  the 
enclosed  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  for  the  Saugus  River 
and  Tributaries.  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  on  behalf  of  the 
communities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus,  Massachusetts. 

I  appreciate  your  assistance  to  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  of  my  staff  on 
the  installation  of  the  gaging  station  and  coordination  of  the 
alignment  of  vails  along  your  property  for  flood  protection  plans 
discussed  in  the  ENF. 


Comments  on  the  ENF  concerning  potential  environmental  impacts 
that  are  likely  to  be  significant,  will  be  due  by  April  15,  1987. 
Comments  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Affairs,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02202, 
Attention:  MEPA  Unit  and  reference  the  study  by  name  and  its  EOEA 
#6497.  A  scoping  meeting  will  be  held  at  Revere  High  School,  School 
St.,  Revere.  MA  on  Tuesday,  April  7  from  3:00  -  5:00  P.H. 


The  Corps  appreciates  your  interest  in  this  study.  If  you  have 
any  question,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508.  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the  Environmental  Manager  (647-8518)  and  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  (647-8216)  can  both  be  contacted 
for  additional  information.  The  MEPA  contact  person  for  this  project 
is  Mr.  David  Shepardson.  He  can  be  reached  at  727-5830. 


Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAO 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  022S4-9 149 

March  25.  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Xavier  Bertolino.  Sr. 

Chief,  Executive  Officer 
The  Gloucester  Corp. 

PO  Box  30 

Lynn  Marine  Ind.  Park 
Lynn.  MA  01905 

Dear  Mr.  Bertolino: 

The  New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers  has  submitted  the 
enclosed  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENT)  for  the  Saugus  River 
and  Tributaries,  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  on  behalf  of  the 
communities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus,  Massachusetts. 

1  appreciate  your  assistance  to  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  of  my  staff 
for  the  coordination  of  wall  and  dike  alignments  along  the  outer  edge 
of  your  property  for  flood  protection  plans  discussed  in  the  ENF. 

Comments  on  the  ENF  concerning  potential  environmental  impacts 
that  are  likely  to  be  significant,  will  be  due  by  April  15,  1987. 
Comments  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Affairs,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02202, 

Attention:  MEPA  Unit  and  reference  the  study  by  name  and  its  EOEA 
16497.  A  scoping  meeting  will  be  held  at  Revere  High  School,  School 
St.,  Revere,  MA  on  Tuesday,  April  7  from  3:00  -  5:00  P.M. 

The  Corps  appreciates  your  interest  in  this  study.  If  you  have 
any  question,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508.  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the  Environmental  Manager  (647-8518)  and  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Bunt,  the  Project  Manager  (647-8216)  can  both  be  contacted 
for  additional  information.  The  MEPA  contact  person  for  this  project 
is  Mr.  David  Shepardson.  He  can  be  reached  at  727-5830. 


Enclosures 
Copies  Furnished: 


Mr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
City  Hall,  Room  106 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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Planning  Division 
•••in  Manageoent  Brnncb 


JAN  12  1988 


Nr.  John  I.  Rydtr,  1. 1. 

President,  Bay  Narine  Trust 
78  Nnrina  Boulevard 
Lynn,  Nassaebusetts  #1905 

Dear  Nr.  Ryder: 

X  appreciate  your  silliagaess  to  ait  on  the  Citixeaa*  Steering 
Coeeittee  for  tba  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Daoage  Reduction 
Study  to  roproaont  the  Lynn  Area  Cbanber  of  Coaaeree. 

Tbe  City  and  Corps  of  Bagi nears  recognise  tba  ioportnace  to  have 
the  Cbaober  of  Coooerce  repraaentad  in  tbia  study.  Nr.  Rayooad  P. 
Hcduiggin,  Bxecutiva  Director  of  tba  Lynn  Area  Cbaober  of  Coooerce, 
eaa  pleased  to  endorse  you  ••  tbeir  representative  for  tbia 
investigation.  Your  interest  and  participation  in  tbe  study 
including  tbe  installation  of  a  gaging  station  on  your  property  and 
information  provided  Nr.  Bunt  baa  certainly  been  appreciated. 

Your  assistance  eould  be  needed  to  help  ua  understand  and  resolve 
issues,  iaprove  tbe  exchange  of  information  betseen  tbe  Corps  of 
engineers  and  tbe  public  and  assist  in  tbe  guidance  of  tbe  study. 

Tbe  "Project  Correspondence"  binder,  enclosed,  presents  tbe 
initial  concerns  and  statements  of  aany  people  already  responding  on 
tbe  options  being  considered.  Tbe  "Project  Xnforaation"  binder,  also 
provided,  describes  probleos  and  options  of  tbe  investigation.  Both 
•re  sorkino  docuoents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  tbe  oourse  of  tbe 
study.  These  docuoents  help  define  tbe  issues  facing  us. 

Xf  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  os  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Hr.  Robert  Q.  Bunt,  tbe  Project  Hanager,  sho  eaa  be 
coaohed  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Si aesrely, 


Sadlosures 

Copies  Furnished: 

■oaorable  Albert  f.  DiTirgilio 
Nayor  of  Lynn 
City  Ball 
Lynn,  NA  01901 

Nr.  Rayoond  P.  NoCuiggin,  Bx.  Dir. 
Lynn  Area  Cbaober  of  Coooerce 
170  Vnioa  Street 
Lyaa.  NA  01901 


Joseph  L.  Xgnaxio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 

Nr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Department 
City  Ball,  Boon  106 
Lyaa,  NA  01901 
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TO 

ATTINTtOH  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


May  24,  1988 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Dear  Lynn  Steering  Committee  Member: 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  1, 
1988,  at  6:30  to  7:30  PM,  at  the  Lynn  City  Hall,  Room  302,  you 
are  invited  to  discuss  the  benefits  and  impacts  of  various 
alignments  for  a  Floodgate  structure  across  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River. 

The  Floodgate  structure  is  the  major  feature  of  the  Regional 
Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  which  would  protect  the  cities  of 
Lynn,  Revere,  and  Malden  and  the  town  of  Saugus  from  coastal 
flooding.  Floodgate  Alignment  number  2,  shown  on  the  attached 
plate,  would  also  provide  diverse  benefits  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River  and  would  not  cause  significant  adverse  impact  on 
General  Electric  fuel  barges  or  on  the  other  400  vessels  in  the 
estuary.  Alignments  3,  4  and  5  would  cause  significant 
navigation  problems  and  delays  during  construction,  as  well  as, 
long  term  adverse  impacts  to  the  marinas  and  area  near  the  Gen. 
Edwards  Bridge.  Although  Alignment  2  demonstrates  the  most 
economically  feasible  location,  we  need  your  views  and  how  any 
impacts  could  be  eliminated,  reduced  or  mitigated. 

The  meeting  is  being  coordinated  through  Mr.  Steve  Smith  of 
the  Lynn  Planning  Department.  This  meeting  is  being  held 
specifically  to  obtain  your  views. 

I  hope  you  can  attend  the  meeting.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  617-647-8508  or  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  at  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


E-21 


CITY  OF  LYNN 

PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 

CITY  HALL  ROOM  IN 
LYNN.  MAMACHUMTTS 
01M1 


TEL.  598-4000 

EXT.  Mfe  128 

m 


September  14,  1988 


Mr.  Robert  Bunt 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

New  England  Division 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massaehsuetts  02154 

Dear  Mr.  Hunt: 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  the  representatives  to  the  Lynn 
Harbor  Commission  Blue  Ribbon  Committee.  X  would  strongly 
recoomend  that: 

1.  Attorney  Michael  McMahon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
or  his  designee,  be  extended  an  invitation  to 
serve  on  the  Citizens  Steering  Committee  and/or 

the  Technical  Group 

2.  A  meeting  be  scheduled  to  provide  this  Committee 
with  some  background  information  on  and  an  update 
of  the  Flood  Daaiage  Reduction  Study 

Xf  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  Planning  Director 

SLS/jlc 

enclosure 
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LYNN  HARBOR  COMMISSION  BLUE  RIBBON  COMMITTEE 


Thomas  Egan,  Vice-Commodore 
Volunteer  Yacht  Club 
68  Lynnway 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01902 
595-9770 


(or  deignee) 


Richard  Rumson,  Commodore 
Lynn  Yacht.  Club 
86  Lynway 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01902 
595-9825 

Councillor  Joseph  Scanlon 
40  LeBel  Road 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01904 
599-0483 

Mr .  Charles  Gaeta 
35  Winthrop  Street 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01904 
599-8488 

Mif .  Paul  Petrowski 
92  Lake  View  Avenue 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01904 
595-1195 

Mr .  Brad  Bowen 
39  Abbott  Sttreet 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01905 
unlisted 

Mr.  James  Booras 

East  Coast  Seafood,  Inc. 

78  Marine  Blvd. 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01902 
593-1737 


Michael  Geaney 
Ocean  Shores 
50  Lynnway 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01902 
595-3908 

Rocco  Coviello,  Harbormaster 

86  Clark  Street 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01902 

598- 4561 

Mr.  Paul  Fortucci 
28  Harmon  Street 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01905 
593-7066 

Mr.  Norbert  Beaulieu 
27  Greenwood  Avenue 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01905 

599- 1414-h  594-6843-w 

James  F.  Hohmann 
Saugus  River  Yacht  Club 
60  Dearborn  Avenue 
Lynft,  Massachusettts  01905 
598-6720 


Attorney  Michael  McMahon,  Chairman 
85  Nahant  Street 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01902 
581-1010 

Mr.  Robert  Walsh,  Jr. 

Walsh  Deep  Sea  Fishing, Inc. 

62  Verdmont  Avenue 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  01904 
598-5499  (John's  Oil) 
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to 

ATTtNTlO«  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

October  7,  1988 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Hanagement  Branch 


Honorable  Albert  V.  DiVirgilo 
Havor  of  Lynn 
City  Hall 
Lynn.  HA  01901 

Oear  Havor  DiVirgilio: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Dasage 
Reduction  Study  and  to  confirm  the  request  to  Hr.  Steve  Smith  and  Hr.  Paul 
PetroMski  to  join  the  Corps  on  October  18.  1988  for  a  field  review  of  the 
Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  project  area  followed  by  an  laaue 
Resolution  Conference  for  the  project  on  October  19th.  The  purpose  of  the 
Conference  is  to  discuss  formulation  of  the  project  and  issues  with  our 
Washington  level  review  staff  and  project  sponsors  before  the  draft  report 
is  distributed  for  public  review  in  January  1989.  The  review  staff  will 
represent  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Army.  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers 
and  Harbors  and  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  A  major  issue  to  be 
discussed  will  be  whether  the  Corps  can  accept  the  responsibility  to 
operate  and  maintain  the  Floodgate  structure. 

An  Agenda.  Project  Fact  Sheet  and  Position  Paper  on  the  01H  issue  are 
attached.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
617-647-8599.  or  the  project  manager.  Hr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  at  647-8216. 

Sincerely. 


Enclosures 


Copies  Furnished: 

Hr.  Stephen  L.  Smith 
Assistant  City  Planner 
Planning  Oept.  Rm.  106 
City  Hall 
Lynn.  HA  01901 

Hr.  Paul  A.  Petrowski.  Chm. 
Conservation  Commission 
92  Lake  View  Avenue 
Lynn.  HA  01901 
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CITY  OF  MALDEN 


®itj  of  ^Haiben 

'JHassacifusetts 


Thomas  H.  Fallon 
MATO* 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
GOVERNMENT  CENTER 
200  FLEA*  A  NT  STREET 


August  2,  1985 


Colonel  Carl  B.  Scipla 
Division  Engineer 
N«w  England  Division 
Any  Corps  of  Enginasrs 
424  Trapslo  Road 
Malthas,  MA  02254*9149 

Dsar  Colon* 1  Scipla > 

\ 

I  appraciatad  tha  aaating  on  August  1,  1985  with  Mr.  Robart  Bunt  of  your 
staff  who  explained  tha  Southaastarn  Naw  England  Coastal  Flood  Protaction 
Study.  In  particular,  tha  study  is  considering  tidal  flooding  in  tha  Town 
Lina  and  Linden  Brook  areas  of  Malden  and  potential  solutions. 

I  support  this  investigation  and  look  forward  to  working  with  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  to  develop  a  project  to  protect  our  residents  fraa  coastal 
flooding. 

Tha  coordinator,  for  tha  City  of  Malden,  is  Henry  j.  Mulhern,  Executive 
Director,  Malden  Redevelopnant  Authority,  (324-5720) ,  200  Pleasant  street, 
Malden,  Massachusetts  02148. 


Sincerely, 


CITY  OF  MALDEN 


cct  Congressman  Edward  J.  Markay 


Thomas  H.  Fallon 
Mayor 


City  of  Malden 
Massachusetts 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


Iwo  Hundred  PtMMrtStrMi 
Malden.  MeiiachueeWt  02144 

Room  617 


Telephone  617*324*6600 

February  10,  1986 


Dr*  Joseph  Horowitz 
Dept*  of  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers 
Planning  Division 
k?h  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  Mass*  02254 


Dear  Dr*  Horowitz: 

In  response  to  s  letter  received  from  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  as  to  what  the  Malden  Conservation  Commission's  opinion 
Is  In  regard  to  the  flood  damage  reduction  and  the  possible  options 
for  a  solution,  the  Commission  appears  to  lean  towards  option  3,  the 
Comprehensive  Plan,  which  Includes  the  tidal  barrier,  a  proposed 
pumping  station  would  be  extra  protection.  The  marshes  in  the  Saugus 
and  Pines  River  estuaries  could  be  useful  as  natural  storage  areas 
for  Interior  runoff. 

The  Commission  la  In  favor  of  any  planned  studies  of  the  flood¬ 
ing  problem  which  help  bring  about  s  positive  solution,  especially  In 
the  Town  Line  Brook  and  Linden  Brook  aresa,  which  would  greatly  benefit 
the  City  of  Malden. 


RE:  Plood  Damage  Reduction  Study 
Saugus  River  &  Tributaries 
Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  &  Saugus 


Sincerely, 

“l/i 

Charles  V.  Maccarlo 
Chairman,  Conservation  Comm. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 
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Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


February  6,  1987 


Honorable  James  S.  Conway 
Mayor  of  Malden 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  Massachusetts  02148 

Dear  Mayor  Conway: 

The  enclosed  draft  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  for  the 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  is 
provided  for  your  review.  Is  discussed  between  Mr.  Henry  J.  Mulhern 
of  your  staff  and  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  I  would 
appreciate  if  you  would  arrange  a  meeting,  preferably  by  February  20, 
to  go  over  the  ENF  and  project  options  with  Mr.  Hunt. 

Please  invite  anyone  you  feel  is  needed  at  the  meeting.  I  would 
encourage  you  to  invite  those  persons  identified  as  candidates  for 
the  Citizen  Committee,  shown  on  the  attached  list. 

The  Project  Proponent  signature  page  (11)  has  been  prepared  for 
Mr.  Mulhern’ s  signature  as  he  requested.  During  the  meeting,  I  would 
appreciate  the  signature  page  be  completed  in  order  to  expedite 
filing  of  the  Public  Notice  of  Environmental  Review  followed  by 
forwarding  of  the  ENF  to  the  HEPA  Unit  of  the  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs. 

For  your  information,  a  binder  of  all  Project  Correspondence  to 
date  has  been  provided  to  Mr.  Mulhern. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Hunt  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Mulhern,  Executive  Director 
Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 
Government  Center,  200  Pleasant  St. 
Malden,  MA  02148 
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Citizens 1  Coordinating  Committee  Candidates 


MALDEN 


Mr.  Henry  J.  Mulhern 
Executive  Director 
Maiden  Redevelopment  Authority 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  St. 

Malden,  MA  02148 
324-5720 


Mr.  Charles  V.  Maccario 
Chairman 

Malden  Conservation  Commission 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  St. 

Malden,  MA  02148 
324-6600 


(Alt.)  Mr.  John  Russell 
Staff  Engineer 

Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  St. 

Malden,  MA  02148 
324-5720 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 


February  19,  1987 


Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Henry  J.  Mulhern 

Executive  Director 

Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 

Government  Center 

200  Pleasant  Street 

Malden,  Massachusetts  02148 

Dear  Mr.  Mulhern: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  tor  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  city  officials. 

As  you  know,  a  meeting  is  being  arranged  to  discuss  the  study  and 
describe  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal  flooding.  Your 
assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and  resolve  issues, 
improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

Your  town  officials  requested  I  provide  you  the  attached  draft 
Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF) .  Your  understanding  of  the 
information  in  the  ENF  is  important  as  this  matter  will  be  discussed 
at  the  meeting. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence”  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
641-8220  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 

Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished; 

Honorable  James  S.  Conway 

Mayor  of  Malden 

Government  Center 

200  Pleasant  Street 

Malden,  Massachusetts  02148  F-4 


CITY  OF  MALDEN 


Similar  letters  sent  to  the  following: 


Honorable  Janes  S.  Conway 
Mayor  of  Malden 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  MA  02148 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Mulhern 

Executive  Director 

Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 

Government  Center 

200  Pleasant  Street 

Malden,  MA  02148 

Mr.  Charles  V.  Maccario,  Chairman 
Malden  Conservation  Commission 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  MA  02148 

Mr.  John  Russell,  Staff  Engineer 
Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  MA  02148 
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Malden  Government  Center 
Two  Hundred  Pleasant  Street 
Maiden.  Massachusetts  02148 


City  of  Malden 
Massachusetts 


April  8,  1987 


Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street  -  20th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Attention:  Mr.  David  Shepardson,  MEPA  Unit 
Dear  Sir: 


"RECEIVED 

APR  1  o  1987 

OFFICE  OF  THf  J£cr?7'.ry  g( 
EfMRCfiMMTrU  M  fAVftj 


BE:  Town  Line  Brook/Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 

The  hearing  at  Revere  High  on  April  7  was  most  Informative,  with  a  good  diver¬ 
sity  of  Issues  brought  to  light. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  city  of  Malden  supports  any  project  which  will 
reduce  the  threat  of  coastal  flooding  to  the  city.  Approximately  one-half 
of  the  city  is  in  the  Mystic  Watershed,  and  consequently  protected  by  the 
Amelia  Earhart  Dam.  The  Saugus/Pines  Rivers  project  would  offer  the  same 
benefit  to  the  east  end  of  the  city. 

Our  chief  concern,  besides  the  protection  of  existing  structures  within  the 
100  year  f.oodplaln,  is  the  ability  to  develop  the  10+  acres  of  land 
remaining  vacant  within  the  area  now  in  danger  of  flooding.  The  land  is 
classified  zone  A  and  AE  on  the  Federal  Tlood  Insurance  Rate  Map,  and  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  has  written  a  letter  to  the  Revere  and 
Malden  Conservation  Commissions  asking  that  no  development  take  place  on 
this  land  until  the  flood  control  structure  at  Route  1  is  improved. 

\ 

I  have  three  other  general  concerns  which  do  not  relate  to  Malden's  location 
within  the  watershed,  but  which  I  feel  are  important  enough  to  air  here. 

First,  any  work  in  this  area  should  include  the  total  removal  of  the  gravel 
deposited  on  the  marsh  for  the  failed  1-95*  extension.  This  gravel  must  be 
worth  millions  in  today's  market.  Use  it  for  highway  construction,  or  sell 
it  on  the  open  market,  but  don't  use  it  for  beach  nourishment.  It  will  soon 
be  washed  out,  further  shoaling  the  sound.  The  original  beach  is  out  there 
on  the  bottom.  Dredge  it  up  and  pump  it  back  on  the  beach.  Just  remember, 
whatever  you  put  there  will  only  last  so  long. 

Second,  there  has  been  no  mention  to  my  knowledge  of  the  potential  shoaling  \/ 
problem  which  will  undoubtedly  result  if  the  flood  gates  significantly  narrow 


F-5 


Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs  Page  2  4/8/87 


the  mouth  of  the  river.  Water  passing  through  the  narrow  opening  will  move 
swiftly,  holding  sediments  in  suspension.  However,  beyond  the  opening, 
especially  on  the  seaward  side,  the  velocity  will  drop  significantly, 
causing  sediments  to  drop  to  the  bottom.  Too  narrow  an  opening  could  result 
in  the  need  for  frequent  dredging  to  maintain  sufficient  depth  for  navigation. 


Finally,  much  has  been  printed  lately  about  the  potential  for  rising  sea 
levels  due  to  the  greenhouse  effect.  What  will  be  the  li£.e  expectancy  of 
this  project  if  these  predictions  prove  accurate? 


Sincerely, 


Alfred  L.  Thurlow 
Principal  Planner 


ALT/ah 
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Ilf  PI  Y  TO 
ATTfMTO*  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

May  19,  1987 


Planning  Divison 
Basin  Managanant  Branch 


Mr.  John  T.  Rally 
City  Engineer 
Engineering  Department 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  Massachusetts  02148 

Dear  Mr.  Rally: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Coaaittee  and  Technical  Group  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  as  recommended  by  Mayor  Conway. 

I  appreciate  your  participation  during  recent  meetings  to  discuss 
the  study  and  describe  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal 
flooding.  Your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and 
resolve  issues,  improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  previously  provided,  presents 
the  initial  concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding 
on  the  options  being  considered.  Also  provided  was  a  "Project 
Information"  binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the 
investigation.  Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues 
facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8220  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Bunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


K/g  Joseph  L.  Ignazio  ^ 

\j  Chief,  Planning  Division 

Copies  Furnished: 

Bonorable  James  S.  Conway 
Mayor  of  Maiden 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  Massachusetts  02148 
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Malden  Government  Center 
TWo  Hundred  Pleasant  Street 
Maiden.  Massachusetts  02148 


City  of  Malden 
Massachusetts 


Telephone  617*324*6000 


May  28,  1987 


Joseph  L.  Ignazio,  Chief,  Planning  Division 

Department  of  the  Army 

New  England  Division  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Mr.  Ignazio: 

The  hearing  at  Saugus  High  School  on  May  27  was  Informative,  but  ran 
well  beyond  the  allotted  time  frame.  Due  to  a  prior  commitment,  I 
was  forced  to  leave  before  voicing  all  of  my  concerns.  However,  they 
remain  the  same  as  expressed  at  the  hearing  held  In  Revere  April  7 
by  the  Commonwealth.  Consequently,  1  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  my 
comments  to  the  Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs  (Mass.)  for  your 
review. 


Alfred  L,  Thurlow 
Principal  Planner 


ALT/ah 


End. 


April  8,  1987 


Secretary  of  Environmental  Affair* 

100  Cambridge  Street  -  20th  Floor 
Boeton,  Ml  02202 

Attention:  Mr.  David  Shapardson,  MEFA  Unit 

Dear  Sir: 

BE:  Town  Line  Brook/Saugua  Elver  and  Tribufiarlea  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 

The  hearing  at  Revere  High  on  April  7  waa  meet  Informative,  with  a  good  diver¬ 
sity  of  lasuea  brought  to  light. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  city  of  Malden  supports  any  project  which  will 
reduce  the  threat  of  coastal  flooding  to  the  city.  Approximately  one-half 
of  the  city  la  in  the  Mystic  Watershed,  and  consequently  protected  by  the 
Amelia  Ear hart  Dan.  The  Saugus /Pines  Rivera  project  would  offer  the  sane 
benefit  to  the  east  end  of  the  city. 

Our  chief  concern,  besides  the  protection  of  existing  structures  within  the 
100  year  floodplain.  Is  the  ability  to  develop  the  10+  acres  of  land 
remaining  vacant  within  the  area  now  in  danger  of  flooding.  The  land  la 
classified  sane  A  and  A£  on  the  Federal  Flood  Insurance  Rat*  Map.  and  the 
Metropolitan  District  Coamisalan  has  written  a  letter  to  the  Revere  and 
Malden  Conservation  Commissions  asking  that  no  development  take  place  on 
this  land  until  the  flood  control  structure  at  Route  1  is  improved. 

1  have  three  other  general  concerns  which  do  not  relate  to  Malden' e  location 
within  the  watershed,  but  which  Z  feel  are  important  enough  to  air  here. 

First,  any  work  in  this  area  should  include  the  total  removal  of  the  gravel 
deposited  on  the  narsh  for  the  failed  1-95  extension.  This  gravel  must  be 
worth  nllllons  in  today's  aarket.  Use  It  for  highway  construction,  or  sell 
it  on  the  open  market ,  but  don't  use  it  for  beach  nourishment.  It  will  soon 
be  washed  out,  further  shoaling  the  sound.  The  original  beach  la  out  there 
on  the  bottom.  Dredge  It  up  and  pump  It  back  on  tha  beach.  Just  remember, 
whatever  you  put  there  will  only  last  so  long. 

Second,  there  has  bean  no  mention  to  my  Imovladg*  of  the  potential  shoaling 
problem  which  will  undoubtedly  result  if  the  flood  gates  slgnlf lcantly  narrow 
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the  mouth  of  the  river.  Water  peeelng  through  the  narrow  opening  will  move 
swiftly,  holding  sediments  in  euepenaion.  However,  beyond  the  opening, 
eapeclally  on  the  -ee award  aide,  the  velocity  will  drop  algnif icantly, 
causing  eedlmeata  to  drop  to  the  bottom.  Too  narrow  an  opening  could  result 
In  the  need  for  frequent  dredging  to  maintain  sufficient  depth  for  navigation. 

Finally,  much  has  been  printed  lately  about  the  potential  for  rising  sea 
levela  due  to  the  greenhouse  effect*  What  will  be  the  life  expectancy  of 
this  project  if  these  predictions  prove  accurate? 

Sincerely, 


Alfred  L.  fhurlow 
Principal  Planner 


ALT/ah 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

October  7,  1988 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Honorable  Janes  S.  Conway 

Mayor  of  Malden 

Government  Center 

200  Pleasant  Street 

Mai  deni  Massachusetts  02148 

Dear  Mayor  Conway! 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage 
Reduction  Study  and  to  confirm  the  request  to  Mr.  Jack  Russell  to  join  the 
Corps  on  October  18i  1988  for  a  field  review  of  the  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  project  area  followed  by  an  Issue  Resolution  Conference  for  the 
project  on  October  19th.  The  purpose  of  the  Conference  is  to  discuss 
formulation  of  the  project  and  issues  with  our  Washington  level  review 
staff  and  project  sponsors  before  the  draft  report  is  distributed  for 
public  review  in  January  1989.  The  review  staff  will  represent  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Armyi  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  and 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  A  major  issue  to  be  discussed  will  be 
whether  the  Corps  can  accept  the  reeeonsibi 1 ity  to  operate  and  maintain 
the  Floodgate  structure. 

An  Agendai  Project  Fact  Sheet  and  Position  Paper  on  the  0&M  issue  are 
attached.  If  you  have  any  questions!  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
617-647-8599i  or  the  project  manager^  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  at  647-8216. 

Sincerelyi 


Enclosures 


Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Jack  Russell 
Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 
Government  Center i  200  Pleasant  St. 
Mai  deni  MA  02148 

Mr .  John  Kelley 

City  Engineer!  Engineering  Department 
Government  Center 
200  Pleasant  Street 
Mai  deni  MA  02148 
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CITY  OF  REVERE 


THE  CITY  OF 

REVERE.MASSACHUSETTS 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  HALL 


October  23,  1978 


Colonel  John  P.  Chandler 
Division  Engineer 

H.K.  Division,  D.S.  irtjr  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trspelo  toed 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02154 


Deer  Colonel  Chandler, 

The  City  of  Revere  requests  that  the  Any  Corps  of  Engineers  undertake  a 
study  to  Investigate  flooding  conditions  and  to  determine  the  economic  feasi¬ 
bility  of  constructing  a  flood  control  project  In  the  Revere  Beach  section  of 
the  City. 

The  Revere  Beach  section,  because  It  Is  relatively  flat  with  low  ground 
elevations.  Is  subject  to  flooding  from  several  sources:  stormwater  runoff 
from  Intense  rainfall,  which  the  drainage  system  cannot  handle;  wave  runup 
over  the  seawall  along  Revere  Beach  Boulevard;  and  water  beckup  from  Diamond 
Creek,  when  drainage  through  the  county  ditch  Is  prohibited  by  high  tides. 

As  you  may  be  aware,  there  era  several  major  public  projects  proposed  for- 
the  Revere  Beach  area.  These  Include  the  MB1A  extension  of  the  Blue  Line;  sta¬ 
tion  rehabilitation  and  construction  of  the  1200  car  garage  et  the  Wonderland 
Station;  the  DPW  Revere  Beach  Connector,  which  will  cut  across  the  City  from 
the  Vest,  providing  direct  access  to  the  MBTA  garage;  the  MDC  revitalisation  of 
the  Revere  Beach  Reservation;  and  the  ALBA  Corporation  Residential  Development 
of  630  unite. 

At  ay  request,  a  meeting  of  the  Involved  state  agencies  was  held  on  October 
18,  1978  to  discuss  drainage  and  flooding  considerations  related  to  these  con¬ 
struction  projects.  Representatives  of  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  were  also 
asked  to  attend  the  meeting.  At  that  time,  Mr.  Paul  E.  Pronovoat  of  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Division  mentioned  that  the  Corps  can  undertake  small  sgale  studies  to  In¬ 
vestigate  flooding  conditions  from  external  sources.  He  explained  that,  at  the 
Clty*a  request,  the  Corps  could  carry  out  a  short-term  study  of  2-3  months  dura¬ 
tion  (approximately  95,000)  to  determine  the  economic  feasibility  of  a  capital 
flood  control  program  for  Revere  Beech. 

Should  the  Corps  concur  with  our  request,  the  City  would  provide  assistance 
la  carrying  out  the  project.  Z  have  assigned  Tarrenee  Geoghegaa  and  Marlon  Cra¬ 
zes  of  ay  Joint  Development  Office  as  contact  people  for  the  flood  study.  HOD 


G-l 


Colonel  John  f.  Chandler 
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Octobor  23,  1978 


floodplain  naps  and  naps  of  flooding  conditions  of  tha  February  1978  Rlixtard 
are  available  in  the  City 'a  Office  of  Community  Development. 

ffeaak  you  for  your  attention  to  this  request.  The  City  of  Revere  looks 
forward  to  working  with  the  Arny  Corps  of  Engineers  on  this  coaplex  problem. 


Vea9  truly  yours, 

/Naorie  V.  Colella 
Mayor 


IS' 


CVC/lf 

cet  Terrence  Geoghegan 
Marion  Craven 
Paul  Rupp 


G-  la 


City  Hail 

281  BROADWAY 
REVERE.  MAOS© 
284-3600 


Revere  Beach  Citizens  Adv/iscry  Committee 


Feb  21,  1979 


Col  John  F  Chandler 
Division  Engineer 
Dept  of  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers 
Hew  England  Division 
424  Trapelo  Jtoad 
Waltham  Ma  02154 

Dear  Col  Chandler; 

The  Revere  Beach  Citisens  Advisory  Committee  (R.B.C.A.C.) 
is  charged  with  the  participation  in  all  aspects  of  planning 
for  the  Revere  Beach  Development  Program.  For  that  reason 
ve  have  a  strong  interest  in  three  aspects  of  this  program 
in  which  the  U  S  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has  direct  involve¬ 
ment,  i.c.  (1)  Beach  Erosion/Renourishing  (2)  Flood  Control 
and  (3)  Impact  of  the  proposed  Lynn  Water  Front  Development 
Trogram. 

Following  preliminary  discussions  of  these  subjects  between 
a  member  of  this  committee  and  two  members of  your  staff 
(Donald  Martin  and  William  Bwaine)  we  feel  it  would  be 
mutually  productive  if  you  could  arrange  for  appointed 
members  of  your  organisation  to  meet  with  the  full  member¬ 
ship  of  the  R.B.C.A.C.  to  discuss  your  current  activities 
and  future  planning  regarding  these  three  critical  areas. 

It  is  requested  that  they  meet  with  us  Thursday  evening 
March  15,  7>30pm  at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  School,  Tuckerman 
St  (off  Broadway),  Revere. 

Chairwoman  R.B.C.A.C. 

g-  : 


CCOnO C V  COLCLLA 

m«o* 


THE  CITY  or 

REVERE. MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  HALL 


August  6,  1980 


Colonel  Max  Schelder 

New  England  Division 

Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02154 


Dear  Colonel  Scheider: 

Recently,  a  group  of  residents  from  Beachmont  contacted  me  in  regard 
to  chronic  flooding  problems  along  the  Belle  Isle  Inlet. 

As  evidenced  by  the  "Reconnaissance  Report"  for  coastal  flood  protec¬ 
tion  in  Revere,  the  Corps  of  Engineers  conducted  an  investigation  of  flood 
problems  in  the  Beachmont  area. 

I  would  appreciate  any  recommendations  which  your  staff  could  provide 
in  regard  to  the  Belle  Isle  Inlet;  perhaps  you  can  justify  Including  this 
area  in  the  ongoing  investigation  of  Reyere's  coastal  flood  problems. 

I  respectfully  express  ay  appreclstlon  to  you  and  your  staff  for  all 
you  hard  work  in  producing  the  "Reconnaissance  Report"  of  Revere' s  flood 
conditions.  The  City  of  Revere  is  looking  forward  to  continued  cooperation 
with  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  on  this  vital  problem. 

May  1  anticipate  your  recommendations  on  Belle  Isle  Inlet  at  your  ear¬ 
liest  opportunity? 

Very  truly  yours, 

.r"  ••  *•-.  _ 

+  * 

George  V.  Colella 
Mayor 

CVC/lt 

ec:  Robert  Krinsky,  Office  of  Planning  and  Community  Development 
Representative  Alfred  E.  Saggesse 
Mabel  Voodcock 
Robert  Fox 
Fred  >111  ton 
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Pines  Riverside 
Association 

REVERE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02151 


April  11,  1981 


Army  Corp  of  Engineers 

New  England  Division 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02154 

Dear  Sir/Madam: 

After  carefully  reading  over  the  Coastal  Flood 
Protection  Study  done  by  the  Army  Corp  of  Engineers, 
our  Association  would  like  to  suggest  that  your 
department  include  in  the  final  project  design  a  flood 
erosion  prevention  section  for  Mills  Avenue  of  Revere. 
This  particular  area  suffers  from  seasonal  flooding  and 
constant  erosion  problem. 

Our  organization  would  be  in  favor  of  a  revetment 
and  wall  that  would  still  give  area  residents  access  to 
the  beach  area.  Thank  you. 


Yours  very  truly, 

Mary  C.  Duffy 
Corresponding  Secretary 
157  Mills  Avenue 
Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
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Office  of  Planning  &  Community  Development 


Paul  K  Rupp 

Diftetar 


City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
<617)284-3600 

George  V.Coieila 

Mmr 


Robert  J.  Furlong 

City  Pttnrm 


October  6  1981 


Mr.  Robert  Hunt,  P.E. 

Corps  of  Engineers 
SEME 

424  Trapelo  Road 
Haltham,  MA  02254 

Dear  Bob: 

Enclosed  please  find  the  only  plan  that  could  be  located  In  the 
City  for  the  Point  of  Pines  Seawall.  Also,  I  am  sending  an  original 
plan  of  the  flood  effected  area  from  the  February  '78  storm. 

The  Hard  5  City  Councillor  and  the  following  community  groups 
are  Interested  representatives  from  the  Pines/Rlverslde  Area. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Hill,  Councillor,  Hard  5 
145  Lynnway,  Revere 

Mr.  Joe  Felzanl,  President,  Point  of  Pines  Beach  Association 
42  Goodwin  Avenue,  Revere 

Mr.  Ronald  Helnberg,  President,  Riverside  Association 
71  Mills  Avenue,  Revere 

Mr.  Arthur  Cannon,  Secretary,  Riverside  Assldatlon 
11  Hadlelgh  Avenue,  Revere 

Feel  free  to  contact  me  If  you  desire  any  additional  information. 

Very  truly  yours, 

/W 

Robert  Kr insky 


RX/eg 
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OCORQC  V.  COLELLA 


TMI  CITY  or 

REVERE.  MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  MALI. 


February  8,  1982 


Colonel  C.E.  Edgar,  ZZX,  Division  Engineer 
Any  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  toad 
Waltham,  Massachusetts  02154 

Dear  Colonel  Edgar: 

Today  narks  the  4th  anniversary  of  the  "Great  Blizzard  of  1978,"  and  as  the  seas 
appear  eala  on  this  day,  the  nenory  remains  strong  in  the  minds  of  aany  who  saw  the 
full  force  of  the  Atlantic  Ocaan  engulf  their  property  four  years  ago.  Although  this 
was  an  event  that  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  endured  it,  the  effort  of  the 
Any  Corps  of  Engineers,  remains,  for  the  residents  of  the  City  of  Revere,  the  only 
glimmer  of  hope  for  protection  against  a  re-occuring  event k  As  such,  Z  wish  to,  in 
order  of  priority,  endorse  the  following  proposed  changes  to  the  scope,  schedules  and 
priorities  for  the  remaining  Revere  study  effort,  in  order  to  Implement  a  more  viable 
plan  for  flood  protection. 

1.  Z  strongly  support  the  revision  of  the  backwater  protective 
alignment  for  the  Roughen' a  Point  Study  as  the  highest  pri¬ 
ority,  as  it  will  increase  the  benefit  Impact  on  the  hardest 
hit  section  of  the  City. 

2.  Z  concur  with  increasing  the  Fiscal  Tear  1983  scheduling 
funds  for  Stage  3  of  the  Point  of  Pines  Study  to  include 
subsurface  investigations  which  are  necessary  to  identify 
the  most  cost  effective  plan  for  the  Point  of  Pines  area. 

3.  Z  concur  that  the  Revere  Beach  Area  (which  effects  some 
1300  homes  and  businesses)  include  Stages  2  and  3  planning 
for  Crescent  Beach,  Wonderland,  Oak  Island,  Revere  Beach 
North  and  Riverside  and  that  this  all  important  comprehen¬ 
sive  effort  be  scheduled  to  start  as  soon  as  possible. 

4.  Z  support  tlu  Stage  1  studies  for  the  Backshore  Areas 
which  affects  some  1000*  homes  and  businesses  in  Revere 
plus  1000±  in  Boston,.  Lynn,  Saugus  and  Malden.  The  back- 
shore  areas  comprise  the  Town  Line  Brook  Area,  areas  bor¬ 
dering  tidal  marsh.  Belle  Zsle  Inlet,  and  areas  with  common 
plans  for  protaetlon  in  Malden,  Lynn,  Boston  and  Saugus. 

The  areas  associated  with  the  backshore  have  been  subject 
to  mmMrous  complaints  during  5  year  storm  flood  events.  I 
support  all  efforts  geared  to  start  these  studies  as  soon 
as  possible. 
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Colonel  c.E.  Edgar,  III,  Division  Engineer 
February  8,  1982 
Page  2 

5.  Finally,  I  support  the  goal  that  a  level  of  protection 
be  established  for  preparation  of  Roughans  Point  for  a 
Standard  Project  Northeaster  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  cannot  stresa  strongly  enough  our  support  of  these  study  efforts  and  our  de¬ 
sire  to  see  then  proceed  without  delay.  While  we,  as  city  officials,  can  appreciate 
the  work  and  effort  expended  by  the  Corps  on  the  City  of  Revera'a  behalf,  and  are  cog¬ 
nizant  of  the  time  constraints  and  statutory  limitations  that  are  imposed  upon  the 
Corps  procedures,  we  must  remember  that  flood  protection  studies  for  Revere 's  coas¬ 
tal  areas  first  comenc ed  in  1970.  It  la  thus  difficult  for  those  directly  affected 
time  and  time  again  by  coastal  flooding  to  comprehend  the  seemingly  interminable  de¬ 
lays  and  endless  studies. 

The  shorefront  property  owner  who  has  suffered  through  three  major  flooding  epi¬ 
sodes  in  the  past  ten  years,  cares  little  for  studies  but  seeks  to  witness  real  pro¬ 
tective  measures;  he  looks  back  over  the  past  12  years  of  reports  and  wonders  when 
construction  will  take  place  that  will  secure  his  life  and  hla  property.  He  knows 
that  only  the  federal  government  has  the  resources  necessary,  but  he  wants  to  know 
when  It  will  happen. 

For  these  reasons,  I  reiterate  our  total  eadoraeaent  of  the  Corps'  recommenda¬ 
tions  and  urge  that  everything  possible  be  done  so  that  these  efforts  can  proceed 
Immediately. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Mayor 

CVC/lf 

cc:  Paul  Rupp,  Director 
Revere  Journal 
Lynn  Item 
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ATTENTION  OF: 

NEDPL-BC 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 
WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02284 


29  April  1982 


Mr.  Ron  Weinberg,  President 
Pines  River  Assoeistion 
71  Mills  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 


Deer  Mr.  Weinberg: 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  Corps  flood  control  studies  in  Revere  and 
your  participation  in  the  30  March  1982  Public  Workshop  in  Point  of  Pines. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  questions  provided  to  Mr.  Robert  Hunt,  the  Project 
Manager,  after  the  Meeting. 

Several  flood  control  plans  are  under  consideration  to  protect  your 
Riverside  area  againat  tidal  flooding,  as  discussed  with  Mr.  Art  Cannon  at  a 
24  March  82  Meeting  in  City  Hall.  One  plan  Includes  protection  of  Riverside 
in  combination  with  areas  behind  Revere  Beach.  Another  plan  considered 
protection  of  Riverside  in  combination  with  Point  of  Pines.  Preliminary 
studies  show  that  the  Revere  Beach  plan  with  Riverside  warrants  detailed 
investigations,  which  may  resume  within  the  next  two  years  depending  on 
available  funds.  The  plan  to  Include  Riverside  with  Point  of  Pines  was  not 
justified,  which  is  the  reason  the  workshop  addressed  only  the  protection 
for  Point  of  Pines. 

Tou  were  also  concerned  about  the  impact  on  flooding  at  Riverside  which 
might  be  caused  by  Point  of  Pines  proposed  structures.  There  will  be  no 
measurable  Increase  in  tidal  flood  levels  in  the  Riverside  area  due  to 
construction  of  any  of  the  proposed  protective  measures  at  Point  of  Pines. 
The  volume  of  water  which  would,  under  existing  conditions,  occupy  the  low 
areas  of  Point  of  Pines  is  miniscule  in  comparison  with  the  total  volume  of 
the  sea  that  is  raised  up  by  a  storm  event,  so  that  for  any  given  storm,  the 
sea  will  rlae  to  its  same  level  after  the  protection  is  built  as  it  would 
under  present  conditions. 
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NEDPL-BC 

Mr.  Ron  Weinberg,  President 

I  hope  this  adequately  answers  your  concerns.  When  studies  ere  resuaed  for 
Riverside,  you  end  your  elected  officials  will  be  notified.  If  you  have  any 
additional  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  mm  or  Mr.  Hunt  at 
617-894-2400,  extension  546. 


Sincerely, 


JOSEPH  L.  IGNAZIO 
Chief,  Planning  Division 


Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Paul  Rupp,  Director 
Dept,  of  Planning  and  Coneunlty 
Development 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  Arthur  Cannon 
Public  Relations 
Pines  River  Association 
11  Wadlelgh  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 
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Same  letter  sent  to: 

Mr.  Ron  Weinberg,  President 
Pines  River  Association 
71  Mills  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Morra 
303  North  Shore  Road 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mrs.  Rita  Trainor 
22  Beckert  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  Stanley  Gerch 
5  John  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 


November  27,  1985 


Planning  Division 
Impact  Analysis  Branch 


Raver#  Conservation  Commission 
Joseph  A.  LaTalle,  Director 
41  Bickford  Avenue 
Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 


Dear  Mr.  LaTalle: 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Revere  Conservation  Cosimisaion  for 
eieeting  with  siembers  of  my  staff  on  November  21  concerning 
the  flood  damage  reduction  study  for  portions  of  the 
communities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus.  This 
meeting,  to  describe  the  study,  now  in  preliminary 
planning,  and  to  initiate  coordination  with  you,  yielded 
valuable  information  to  ua.  Be  would  appreciate  receiving 
a  letter  from  you,  as  a  follow-up  to  the  meeting,  with 
particular  emphasis  on  any  concerns  that  the  Commission  has 
at  this  time. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ma 
at  617-647-8508.  Dr.  Joseph  Horowits  of  my  staff  is 
coordinating  the  environmental  aspects  of  the  study.  He 
may  be  reached  at  617-647-8518.  Mr.  Robert  Hunt  is  the 
Project  Manager.  He  may  be  reached  at  617-647-8216.  Thank 
you  for  your  interest. 


Sincerely, 


Joseph  L.  Ignasio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 
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Same  letter  sent  to  the  following: 


Revere  Conservation  Commission 
Joseph  A.  LaValle,  Director 
41  Bickford  Avenue 
Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 


Lynn  Conservation  Commission 
Paul  Petrowski,  Chairman 
Lynn  City  Hall 
Room  31 5 

Lynn,  Massachusetts  01901 


Saugus  Conservation  Commission 
Richard  Cucchiara,  Chairman 
Saugus  Town  Hall 
Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 


Charles  Macurio 

Chairman,  Malden  Conservation  Commission 

Malden  City  Hall 

200  Pleasant  Street,  Room  615 

Malden,  Massachusetts  02148 

ATTN:  Mr.  Kelly 
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February  12,  1986 
Engineering  -  Water  Control 


Honorable  George  V.  Colella 

Mayor  of  Revere 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 

Doar  Mayor  Colellat 

This  letter  will  provide  you  with  an  update  of  flood 
level  studios  and  preliminary  recommendations  that  could 
influence  local  decisions  in  your  community.  This  ref¬ 
lates  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers  current  investigation  of 
coastal  flood  protection  for  Revere,  Saugus  and  Lynn, 
Massachusetts.  Our  current  studies  include  more  refined 
analysis  of  tidal  flooding  than  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  past. 

Over  the  past  year  we  have  been  engaged  in  detailed 
investigations  such  as  tide  gaging,  numerical  modelling, 
and  gathering  of  historic  high  watermark  levels  through¬ 
out  Broad  Sound,  Lynn  Harbor  and  the  open  tidal  reaches 
of  the  Pines  and  Saugus  Rivers.  Flood  level  estimates 
several  years  ago,  based  on  scant  data,  indicated  that 
the  Stillwater  tido  level  during  the  "Bliszard  of  '78* 
(about  a  100-year  event)  was  between  8  and  9  feet,  HGVD 
in  the  open  tidal  reaches  of  the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers. 
This  preliminary  data  was  used  by  others  in  preparation 
of  the  Lynn  and  Revere  Flood  insurance  studies.  More 
recent  data  indicates  that  ocean  storm  surges  are  effec¬ 
tively  conveyed  up  the  open  tidal  areas  of  these  rivers 
and  the  1978  Stillwater  level  appears  to  be  more  likely 
in  the  range  of  9  to  10  feet,  HGVD.  Based  upon  this  new 
information,  I  suggest  it  would  be  good  policy  that 
buildings  to  be  constructed  in  these  open  tidal  areas 
have  first  floor  levels  not  less  than  10  foet,  NGVD  and 
substantially  higher  where  any  wave  action  could  exist. 

The  determination  of  stage  frequency  relationships 
for  individual  neighborhoods  is  a  complex  process  in¬ 
volving  tidal  hydraulic  and  local  drainage  considera¬ 
tions.  These  studies  which  will  be  conducted  over  the 
next  year  will  be  made  available  to  you  upon  completion. 
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A  copy  of  this  letter  is  being  forwarded  to  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  in  Boston.  They  will 
determine  if  any  revisions  to  existing  Flood  insurance 
Studies  are  necessary  after  publication  of  our  final  re¬ 
sults.  Should  you  have  questions  regarding  those  flood 
level  studies  please  contact  me  at  617-647-8220  or  Mr. 
Charles  Woner,  Chief  of  our  Hydraulics  and  Kater  Quality 
Section  at  617-647-8686. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas  A.  Rhen 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 


Copy  Furnished: 

Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
J.  K.  McCormack  Post  Office  and 
Courthouse  Building,  Room  462 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 

Mr.  Frank  Stringi 
Department  of  planning  and 
Community  Development 
City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
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GEORGE  V.  COLELLA 

MATO* 


THE  CITY  OF 

REVERE.  MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  HALL 


March  25,  1986 


Colooal  Thomas  Rhan 
U.  S.  Army  Corps 
424  Trapalo  Road 
Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Osar  Colonel  Rhan: 


I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  actions  which  the  U.  S.  Army  Corps 
have  undertaken  in  developing  a  flood  damage  reduction  study  for  the 
Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries.  This  project  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  City  and  action  is  necessary  to  rectify  the  substantial  flooding 
problems  experienced  in  Revere 's  backshore  areas. 

The  Revere  Beach  Backshore  Area  currently  experiences  an  annual 
average  flood  loss  of  $2  million.  A  storm  recurrence  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  "Blissard  of  78"  could  cause  damages  of  approximately  $17  million. 
Approximately  785  structures  would  be  effected  including  700  homes. 

X  request  that  the  Corps  make  a  concerted  effort  to  complete  this 
study  and  continue  the  necessary  steps  to  protect  the  backshore  area. 

At  this  time,  X  would  like  to  reiterate  the  City's  support  for 
the  Point  of  Pines  and  Roughan's  Point  studies  and  look  forward  to  the 
fruition  of  these  vital  flood  protection  projects. 

we  thank  you  for  your  continued  cooperation  in  this  matter  and 
for  your  invaluable  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Revere. 


Sincerely, 


GVC/ch 


George  V.  Colella 
Mayor 


The  City  of  Revere  Massachusetts 

George  V  Colei  la 

Mayor 


City  Hall 

281 BRCADAAY 
REVERE.  MA  02151 
284-3600 


Office  of  the  Conservation  Commission 


July  2,  1986 


N.  E.  Division  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

Mr.  Joseph  Xgnazio 

Chief  Planning  Division 

Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02154 

Dear  Mr.  Ignazio, 

This  communication  is  a  follow-up  to  the  meeting  that  was  held  by 
your  office  in  regards  to  possible  methods  of  reducing  flood  damage 
to  the  cities  and  towns  bordering  the  Lynn  marsh  area. 

The  members  of  the  Revere  Conservation  Commission  have  reviewed  the 
suggestions  proposed  at  the  conference.  Although  this  was  only  a 
preliminary  conference  and  more  details  would  be  needed,  the  consensus 
of  opinion  of  our  board  is  that  the  levee  proposal  was  the  most  feasible 
and  least  damaging  to  the  marsh,  while  still  providing  needed  protection 
for  the  residence  of  the  area.  The  least  liked  suggestion  by  our 
board  was  the  tide  gate  located  parallel  to  the  General  Edwards  Bridge. 
We  feel  this  may  cause  damage  to  Revere  residence  in  the  Point  of  Pines 
area.  Of  course  we  realize  that  much  planning  and  information  would  be 
necessary  for  us  to  reach  a  final  decision,  and  we  are  keeping  an  open 
mind  to  all  the  proposals  plus  any  new  ideas  you  may  have. 


Sincerely, 


ci.O 


ih  A,  LaValle, 
Chairman 

Conservation  Commission 


JAL/n 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAO 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 
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ATTHtTION  O’ 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


February  6,  1987 


Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
Dear  Mayor  Colella: 

The  enclosed  draft  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  for  the 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  is 
provided  for  your  review.  As  discussed  between  Mr.  Frank  Stringi  of 
your  staff  and  Mr.  Robert  G.  Bunt,  the  Project  Manager,  I  would 
appreciate  if  you  would  arrange  a  meeting,  preferably  by  February  20, 
to  go  over  the  ENF  and  project  options  with  Mr.  Hunt. 

Please  invite  anyone  you  feel  is  needed  at  the  meeting.  I  would 
encourage  you  to  invite  those  persons  identified  as  candidates  for 
the  Citizen  Committee,  shown  on  the  attached  list. 

The  Project  Proponent  signature  page  (11)  has  been  prepared  for 
Mr.  Stringi' s  signature  as  he  requested.  During  the  meeting,  I  would 
appreciate  the  signature  page  be  completed  in  order  to  expedite 
filing  of  the  Public  Notice  of  Environmental  Review  followed  by 
forwarding  of  the  ENF  to  the  MEPA  Unit  of  the  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs. 

For  your  information,  a  binder  of  all  Project  Correspondence  to 
date  has  been  provided  to  Mr.  Stringi. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647*8508  or  Mr.  Hunt  at  (617)  647*8216. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Frank  Stringi,  Director 
Dept,  of  Planning  6  Community  Dev. 
City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
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Citizens 1  Coordinating  Committee  Candidates 


REVERB 


Nr.  Frank  Stringi 
Director 

Planning  and  Community  Development 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 
28  4  -  36  0  0 


Mr.  Ken  Hill 
Revere  City  Council 
145  Lynnway 
Revere,  MA  02151 
284-4208  (H) 
289-4430  (0) 


Ms.  Ellen  Haas 
Chairperson 

Revere  Beach  Citizen  Adv.  Committee 
10  Pier  View  Ave. 

Revere,  MA  02151 
284-0103 


Ms.  Carol  Dobson 
President 

Pines  River  Association 
18  Becker t  Ave. 

Revere,  MA  02151 
284-1043 


Mr.  Robert  Badolato 
President 

Point  of  Pines  Beach  Association 
9  Witherbee  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 
289-1088 


(Alt.)  Mr.  Dave  Castignetti 
Planning  and  Community  Development 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 
284-3600  ext.  193 


Mr.  John  R.  Marino 

Revere  Conservation  Commission 

502  Washington  Ave. 

Revere,  MA  02151 

923-7386 

284-4043 


Mr.  Daniel  Ferrara 
Civil  Defense  Director 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 
284-36  00 


(Alt.)  Ms.  Elaine  Hurley 

Vice  President 

Pines  River  Association 

21  River  Avenue 

Revere,  MA  02151 

289-0747 


Mr.  George  DelGreco 
Harbor  Master 
53  Keayne  Street 
Revere,  MA  02151 
284-2944 
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PI  anni'ffSTS'fVi  s  i  on 
Basin  Management  Branch 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

February  19,  1987 


Mr.  Frank  Stringi 
Director 

Planning  and  Community  Development 
City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
Dear  Mr.  Stringi: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  city  officials. 

As  you  know,  a  meeting  is  being  arranged  to  discuss  the  study  and 
describe  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal  flooding.  Your 
assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and  resolve  issues, 
improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

I  understand  your  city  officials  have  supplied  you  with  a  draft 
Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF) .  Your  understanding  of  the 
information  in  the  ENF  is  important  as  this  matter  will  be  discussed 
at  the  meeting. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8220  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 

Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
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CITY  OF  REVERE 


Similar  letters  sent  to  the  following: 


Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Hayor  of  Revere 
City  Ball 
Revere,  HA  02151 


Mr.  Frank  Stringl 
Director 

Planning  and  Community  Development 
City  Hall 
Revere,  HA  02151 

Mr.  Ken  Bill 
Revere  City  Council 
145  Lynnway 
Revere,  HA  02151 

Ms.  Ellen  Haas 
Chairperson 

Revere  Beach  Citizen  Adv.  Committee 
10  Pier  View  Ave. 

Revere,  HA  02151 

Ms.  Carol  Dobson 
President 
Pines  River  Ave. 

18  Becker t  Ave. 

Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  Robert  Badolato 
President 

Point  of  Pines  Beach  Association 
9  Wither bee  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  Dave  Castignetti 

Planning  and  Community  Development 

City  Ball 

Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  John  R.  Marino 

Revere  Conservation  Commission 

502  Washington  Avenue. 

Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  Daniel  Ferrara 
Civil  Defense  Director 
102  Suffolk  Ave. 

Revere,  MA  02151 


Ms.  Elaine  Hurley 
Vice  President 
Pines  River  Association 
21  River  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  George  DelGreco 
Harbor  Master 
53  Keayne  Street 
Revere,  MA  02151 
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Ms.  Elaine  Hurley 

Vice  President 

Pines  River  Association 

21  River  Avenue 

Revere ,  Massachusetts  02151 

March  5»  1987 

Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen 
Division  Engineer 

New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Massachusetts  02254 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

After  attending  a  meeting  with  a  group  of  Corps  Engineers  and  area  residents, 
I've  found  the  Regional  Protection  Plan  (option  3)  to  be  far  superior  over  the 
Local  Protection  Plan  (option  l).  The  Regional  Plan  offers  the  least  ham  to 
the  wetlands  and  allows  the  natural  beauty  of  the  shore  to  be  free  from  walls 
and  dikes. 

There  were  questions  raised  by  the  Revere  Conservation  Committe  and  area 
residents  that  need  to  be  addressed.  However  I  have  the  upmost  confidence  in 
the  Corps  to  not  only  answer  these  questions  but  to  work  on  the  plan  until 
they  have  it  refined. 

I  strongly  feel  the  Regional  Plan  is  the  solution  and  that  all  energy 
should  be  expelled  in  this  direction. 

Sincerely, 

Elaine  Hurley 

Vice  President 

Pines  Riverside  Association 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt 
Project  Manager 

Revere  Conservation  Commission 
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March  18,  1987 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Hew  England  Division 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Walthan,  MA.  02254-9149 

Dear  Mr.  Hunts 

As  a  resident  of  the  Oak  Island  Section  of  Revere  and  a  concerned 
individual  about  the  Flood  Reduction  Study,  I  would  like  additional 
information  about  projects  that  would  effect  our  community.  Of 
special  interest  are  the  proposed  raising  of  existing  walls,  the 
construction  of  new  walls  and  floodgates. 

Also,  if  you  could  provide  any  meetings  that  are  upcoming,  I  would 
very  much  appreciate  it.  Thank  you. 


Sincerely, 

John  R.Arrigo 
4  Putnam  Rd. 

Revere,  Mass.  02151 


NOTE:  In  reply  to  Mr.  Arrigo's  request  the  following  was  sent  on  25  Mar  87. 
0  Transmittal  letter  with  Environmental  Notification  Form. 

0  Notice  of  date,  time  and  location  of  April  7  Scoping  Meeting. 
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GEORGE  V.  COLELLA 

Miron 


THE  CITY  OF 

REVERE.  MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  HALL 


March  23,  1987 


Colonel  Thomas  Rhen 
O.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Maltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  O.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
continued  efforts  in  developing  a  flood  damage  redaction  study  for 
the  Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries.  This  vital  project  is  necessary 
to  rectify  flooding  in  the  Revere  Beach  Bachshore  areas. 

As  1  have  mentioned  previously,  the  Bachshore  Area  currently 
experiences  an  annual  average  flood  loss  of  $2  million.  A  storm 
recurrence  of  the  magnitude  of  the  ’Blizzard  of  78a  could  cause  damages 
of  approximately  $17  million  and  effect  785  structures,  which  includes 
700  homes. 


I  request  the  Corps  continue  its  efforts  in  completing  this 
study  and  take  appropriate  action  to  protect  the  backshore  area. 

Me  thank  you  for  your  continued  cooperation  in  this  matter  and 
for  your  invaluable  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Revere. 


S>0cerely, 

C A<j-0 

George  V.  Colella 
Mayor 


GVC/jp 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGUND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


PlanniW{T°J!>?vision 
Basin  Management  Branch 


March  23,  1987 


Mr.  Joseph  A.  LaVal le 
Chairman,  Conservation  Commission 
41  Bickford  Ave. 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 

Dear  Mr.  LaValle: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  city  officials. 

Your  participation  during  the  February  25  meeting  at  the  Revere 
City  Hall  provided  us  with  many  issues  which  should  be  investigated 
to  clearly  define  the  impacts  of  the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate 
Plan.  Throughout  the  study  your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help 
us  understand  and  resolve  issues,  improve  the  exchange  of  information 
between  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Enclosures 


Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


Rf«.V  TO 
ATTfNTlOM  Of 

Planning  Division 


March  23,  1987 


Basin  Managenent  Branch 


Hr.  Vincent  A.  Piccinni 
Coanodore 

Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Cluh 
28  Rice  Ave. 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
Dear  Mr.  Piccinni: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Coaaittee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recoaaended  by  your  city  officials. 

We  will  investigate  your  concerns  on  the  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plan's  affect  on  tide  levels  and  sediaentation  discussed 
with  Mr.  Robert  Hunt  of  ay  staff  at  your  aeeting  on  March  4. 
Throughout  the  study  your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us 
understand  and  resolve  issues,  iaprove  the  exchange  of  inforaation 
between  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Inforaation" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ae  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
City  Ball 
Revere,  MA  02151 
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Mr.  Joseph  L.  Ignazio  March  30,  1987 

Chief,  Planning  Division 

N"ew  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  Mass.  02254-9149 


Dear  Mr.  Ignazio: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  on  behalf  of 
the  Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Club  for  the  opportunity  to  sit 
on  the  Citizens  Steering  Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  Flood 
Damage  Reduction  Study. 

We  not  only  as  citizens  of  Revere,  but  as  Recreational 
Boaters  who  hold  the  ocean  in  great  esteem,  are  greatly  con¬ 
cerned  over  the  preservation  of  our  waterways  and  wetlands. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  March  23rd  regarding 
the  current  proposal,  the  Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Club  has 
stated  the  following  major  concerns: 

o  As  indicated  in  several  memorandums  in  the  Project 
Correspondence  binders,  the  safe  level  for  dwellings 
in  the  tidal  zone  has  been  upgraded  from  8 '  -  9 ' 

NGVD  to  9'  -  10'  NGVD.  However  the  Yacht  Club  first 
floor  is  well  below  both  these  levels. 

o  The  Hydraulic  Study  (not  yet  available) ,  would  indicate 
a  filling- 'n  or  erosion  problem,  is  of  grave  concern 
because  it  would  have  a  severe  impact  on  our  dockage 
facility! 

We  feel  the  above  are  consistent  with  the  Yacht  Clubs 
concerns  regarding  the  Costal  Flood  Protection  Plan,  specifically, 
the  Army  Corps  recommendations  for  area  H-H. 

I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  on  this  project. 

Sincerely, 


c.c.  Mr.  Robert  Hunt,  Army  Corps 

Mr.  Frank  Str^.  Ti,  City  of  Revere  Commodore 


Vincent  A.  Piccinni 
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The  City  of  Revere  Massachusetts 


City  Hal! 

28'  3RC-Z-.'.-  ■ 

R5v“Rz.  l  - 


Reve'e  Becctt  Ctt-zens  Acv.sory 


April  13,  1987 


Secretary  of  Envoirnmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  KA 

Attention:  M.E.T.A.  Unit 
RE:  E.O.E.A.  *6479 


The  Revere  Beach  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  is  af  the  opinion 
that  Option  3  would  be  the  most  encompassing  of  the  projects 
presented  at  the  M.E.P.A.  scoping  meeting. 

The  concerns  are  the  tidal  effects  when  the  flood  gates  are 
closed,  on  the  seaward  neighbors. 

we  realize  the  cumulative  effects  upon  the  flora  and  fauna 
will  only  be  known  through  further  studies. 

The  Committee  would  hope  that  stringent  regulations  would 
not  allow  ruinous  development  to  take  place  after  the  flooding 
is  controlled. 

The  Marsh  area  is  the  basis  for  many  life  forms,  once  lost 
it  can  never  be  replaced . 


Sincerely, 

Ellen  Baas,  Chairman 

Revere  Beach  Citizens  Advisory 

Committee 

10  Pierview  Avenue 
Revere,  MA  02151 


EH/ jf p 
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§«tftY  TO 

ATTCNTION  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


May  19,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Paul  A.  Cacciola 
Staff  Engineer 
City  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 


Dear  Mr.  Cacciola: 


I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  and  Technical  Group  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  as  recommended  by  Mayor  Colella. 

Throughout  the  study  your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us 
understand  and  resolve  issues,  improve  the  exchange  of  information 
between  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 

The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  previously  provided,  presents 
the  initial  concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding 
on  the  options  being  considered.  Also  provided  was  a  "Project 
Information"  binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the 
investigation.  Both  are  wording  documents  to  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues 
facing  us. 


If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  ran  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Joseph  L.  Ignazio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 


Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 
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Oak  Island  Residents  Association 
P.  0.  Box  1261  G.H.P. 

Boston,  MA 


Mr.  Joseph  L.Ignazio 

Chief,  Planning  Division 

Impact  Analysis  Branch 

Department  of  the  Army 

Hew  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 

242  Trapelo  Road 

Halthaa»MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Mr.  Ignaziot 

The  Members  of  the  Oak  Island  Residents  Association,  Revere,  Massachusetts,  wish 
to  present  their  concerns  regarding  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood 
Damage  Reduction  Study. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  Option  3,  the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan,  is 
the  most  acceptable  of  the  options  presented.  However,  two  areas  not  addressed 
in  the  plan  are  of  concern  to  us. 

First,  actual  control  of  the  floodgate  could  have  a  serious  Impact  on  the  success 
of  the  plan.  He  believe  that  inappropriate  timing  in  opening  or  closing  of  the 
floodgate  could  cause  adverse  repercussions  in  our  area.  The  resulting  flooding 
could  be  much  more  severe  than  chat  which  would  be  incurred  without  the  floodgate. 
Therefore,  it  is  imperative  that  the  matter  of  control  be  clearly  addressed  in  the 
plan. 

Our  second  concern  relates  to  the  impact  of  the  plan  on  the  salt  marsh.  Too  many 
individuals  and  organizations  perceive  the  value  of  wetlands  ceases  with  flood 
control.  He  believe  wetlands  are  important  for  their  value  as  a  breeding  ground 
and  sanctuary  for  fish  and  other  wildlife  and  should  be  preserved  for  that  reason. 
The  installation  of  the  floodgate  could,  in  our  opinion,  increase  pressure  to  fill 
and  develop  wetland  areas.  Unless  some  assurance  could  be  given  thet  this  area 
would  be  safeguarded  from  the  danger  of  development  pressure,  the  plan  would  not 
be  acceptable. 

He  ask  that  you  consider  these  concerns  in  coming  to  your  final  decision  and 
appreciate  this  opportunity  to  provide  our  comments. 


OAK  ISLAND  RESIDENTS  ASSOCIATION 
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Amur*)*  Of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

June  22,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Honorable  Georae  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
Citv  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Dear  Mayor  Colella: 

This  is  to  advise  you  of  the  potential  flooding  inpact  on  East 
Saucus  residents  and  in  the  Seaplane  Basin  area  of  Revere  if  the 
abandoned  1-95  embankment  in  the  Saucus  Harsh  is  removed.  He  are 
also  concerned  about  the  removal  and  disposition  of  this  fill  for  two 
of  our  proiects:  the  Revere  Beach  Erosion  Control  Project  which 
would  re-nourish  Revere  Beach,  and  the  Saugus,  River_and  Tributaries, 
Flood  Damage  Reduction Jjtudy  in  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus. 

Analysis  of  existing  physical  and  hydraulic  conditions  of  the 
Revere/ Saugus  Marsh  indicated  that  complete  removal  of  the  1-95 
embankment  fill  would  raise  tidal  flood  elevations  in  tbe  Seaplane 
Basin  and  East  Saugus  areas  from  about  one-half  to  one  foot.  To 
maintain  the  existing  tidal  flood  protection  provided  by  the  1-95 
embankment,  the  fill  could  be  removed  to  a  berm  with  a  top  elevation 
at  +11  feet  N.G.V.D.  (i.e.,  within  4  to  6  feet  of  the  irregular  marsh 
surface)  and  a  top  width  of  75  feet. 

This  information  is  provided  to  keep  you  abreast  of  our 
findings.  If  you  have  any  guestions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
(617)  647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  of  the 
Saugus  River  Flood  Study,  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Joseph  L.  Zgnazio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 


Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Frank  Stringi 
Director 

Planning  and  Community  Development 
Citv  Hall 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


„  MPVt  TC_ 

PlannisyDtvision 
Basin  Management  Branch 


June  29,  1987 


Mr.  John  Arrigo,  President 
Oak  Island  Residents  Association 
4  Putnam  Road 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Bear  Hr.  Arrigo: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  Association's  letter  received  at  the 
public  nesting  on  Kay  27,  1987  froa  Mr.  Ralph  Sandberg.  The  aeeting 
was  held  to  receive  concerns  on  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study. 

The  effective  control  or  operation  of  the  floodgates  is  an 
important  issue.  Ve  are  currently  conducting  extensive  engineering, 
hydrology  and  environaental  studies  to  help  define  how  the  floodgates 
would  need  to  be  operated  under  a  variety  of  conditions.  If  the 
project  is  built,  a  aanual  would  be  prepared  describing,  very 
specifically,  the  operating  procedures. 

Your  concern  that  the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan 
(Option  3)  nay  increase  pressure  to  fill  and  develop  wetland  areas  is 
shared  by  others.  Over  the  next  year  ve  will  be  looking  into  the 
historical  and  future  developaent  of  the  wetlands  and  existing  laws 
which  discourage  or  restrict  developaent.  Also,  we  will  be 
considering  the  impact  of  the  floodgate  plan  on  development,  so  we 
can  effectively  address  these  impacts. 

These  issues  will  be  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion  over 
the  next  several  years  with  many  people.  I  appreciate  your  interest 
to  highlight  these  concerns  so  they  can  be  addressed. 

If  you  have  any  questions  in  the  interim  please  feel  free  to  call 
me  at  (617)  €47-8508,  or  Hr.  Robert  6.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  at 
647-8216. 


Mr.  Dave  Castagnetti 

Planning  and  Community  Development  Office 
City  Ball 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 
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0«k  Island  Residents  Association 
c/o  P.  0.  Box  1261  G.M.P. 

Boston,  MA  02205 
July  10,  1987 


Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt 

Project  Manager,  Saugus  River  Study 

New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Building  112N 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham ,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Mr.  Hunt: 

The  Oak  Island  Residents  Association,  members  of  which  attended  the 
Flood  Damage  Study,  May  27,  1987,  meeting  in  the  Saugus  High  School, 
were  quite  interested  in  this  project. 

Our  Association  was  formed  prisiarily  to  help  protect  the  salt  marsh 
and  wetlands  in  Revere  and  Saugus. 

As  per  our  recent  telephone  conversation,  we  are  enclosing  a  list  of 
birds,  fish  and  other  wildlife  that  breed  or  exist  in  said  areas. 

If  we  can  be  of  further  assistance,  please  give  me  a  call  at 
284-6305. 


Sincerely, 

OAK  ISLAND  RESIDENTS  ASSOCIATION 


Attachments 

Fish  In  Pines  River 


The  river  is  a  breeding  place  for 
all  kinds  of  aquatic  life  Important 
for  marine  growth. 

Harbor  seals  have  also  been  seen 
in  the  river. 


Stripped  bass 
Blue  fish 
Kackrel 

Smelts 

Talltoy 

Flounder 

Cod 

Eels 

Tommy  cod 
Sculpens 

Variety  of  minnows 

Herring 

Shad 

Alewlfes 
Sand  eels 

3  varieties  of  crabs 

Hermit  crabs 

Lobsters 

Mussels 

Clams 

Rasor  clams 

Periwinkles 

Barnacles 

Plankton 


Birds 

Black  ducks 
Mallard  ducks 
8ea  Ducks 
Canadian  Geese 
Arctic  owls  snowy 
Glossy  ibis 
Snowy  egrets 
Might  herons 
Blue  heroes 
Ospreys 
Pheasants 
Killdeers 
Rails 


Bitterns 
Bowk  swrsh 

Kestrels  sparrow  hawk 

Kingfishers 

Terms 

Rough  legget  hawk 
Ploners 
Sand  piper 
Cormorants 

Red  winged  blackbirds 

Starlings 

Crackles 

Rusty  blackbirds 
Brewers  blackbirds 
All  kinds  of  swallows 
Flickers 


r 


Department 
of  Planning 
and 

Community 
Development 

Frank  L.  Stringi 

Director 


City  of 
Revere 

Massachusetts 


George  V.  Colella 

Mayor 


July  13,  1987 


Nr.  Robert  Hunt 

Project  Manager 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Rd. 

Waltham,  MA  02154 

Dear  Bob: 


X  am  writing  to  request  that  the  following  members  of  the 
Oak  Island  Residents  Association  be  appointed  to  the  Citisens 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  O.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  Saugus 
River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study. 


Rose  LaQuaglia 
5  Oak  Island  Road 
Revere,  MA  02151 
589*5882 
284*5289 


Ralph  Sandberg 
8  Maggi  Road 
Revere,  MA  02151 
284-6305 


X  trust  these  representatives  will  be  forwarded  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  the  Corps  has  compiled  regarding  this  project. 


your 


If  you  have  any  questions  please  contact 
time  and  attention. 


Sincerely, 


Thank  you  for 


David  Castagnetti 
Project  Planner 
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City  Hall  •Broadway 'Revere,  Massachusetts  02151  (617)  284-3600 


m*-Y  ro 
AllRMIlON  or 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  OIVtSION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

July  21,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Ms.  Rose  LaQuaglia 
Vice  President 

Oak  Island  Residents  Association 

5  Oak  Island  Road 

Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 


Dear  Ms.  LaQuaglia: 

I  appreciate  your  interest  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  requested  by  Mr.  Dave  Castagnetti  of  Revere 's  Planning 
Office. 


Throughout  the  study  your  assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us 
understand  and  resolve  issues,  improve  the  exchange  of  information 
between  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  public  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 


The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder  enclosed  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  provided  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 


If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  6.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Copy  Furnished: 

Honorable  George  V.  Colella 
Mayor  of  Revere 
City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 


Oak  Island  Residents  Assoc. 
8  Maggi  Road 
Revere,  MA  02151 
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GEORGE  V.  COLELLA 
mayor 


THE  CITY  OF 

REVERE.  MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  HALL 


January  7,  1988 


Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen 

Division  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

RE:  Point  of  Pines  Section  205  Flood  Protection  Project,  Revere, 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

As  you  are  well  aware,  a  great  deal  of  time  and  effort  has  been 
dedicated  by  the  City  of  Revere  and  Corps  of  Engineers  with  respect 
to  the  above  referenced  flood  protection  project.  This  important 
flood  protection  plan  was  initiated  as  a  result  of  flood  damages 
sustained  during  the  "Blizzard  of  78".  The  City  of  Revere  has  long 
been  committed  to  this  plan  and  has  sought  every  available  option 
in  an  attempt  to  secure  State  funding  to  assist  in  the  cost  sharing 
of  this  project.  The  current  financial  demands  placed  on  the  delivery 
of  basic  City  services  under  the  guides  of  proposition  2%  however, 
has  inhibited  any  attempts  to  exercise  local  funding  initiatives 
for  this  project. 

It  is  the  City's  strong  feeling  that  the  current  status  of  the 
Point  of  Pines  Flood  Protection  Plan  should  not  be  jeapordized  in 

the  face  of  the  City's  present  financial  position.  Because  of  the 
close  association  and  link  with  the  back  shore  plan  for  the  Saugus 

River  and  Tributaries,  it  appears  to  make  sense  to  combine  both  flood 

protection  measures  and  pursue  a  complete  flood  protection  plan  for 
the  Point  of  Pines,  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries.  The  various 
components  of  such  a  comprehensive  plan  would  be  linked  to  the  regional 
tidal  flood  gate  concept  to  be  constructed  across  the  Saugus  River 
estuary. 

Since  the  tidal  flood  gate  plan  would  invariably  impact  existing 
flood  protection  measures  along  the  Point  of  Pines  shoreline,  it 
would  appear  feasible  to  expand  the  scope  of  this  plan  to  include 

the  Point  of  Pines  area.  I  would  appreciate  a  meeting  with  Corps 
representatives  and  City  staff  to  discuss  this  proposal  in  greater 
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detail  with  the  view  that  a  more  comprehensive  plan  can  be  attained 
effecting  the  Point  of  Pines,  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries.  As  always, 
the  Corps  time  and  support  which  has  been  dedicated  to  flood  protection 
measures  in  this  region  is  most  appreciated. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Jy  trul 

?/W;< 

rge'  V. 
Mayor 


Colella 


c:  Frank  Stringi,  Director  DPCD 
Robert  Hunt,  Corp  of  Engineers 
Greg  Buteau,  Corps  of  Engineers 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


ATTfNTlO*  Of 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


January  15,  1988 


Nr.  John  irrigo 
Councillor,  lard  Pi vs 
Ksvors  City  Council 

4  Putnan  load 

Rsvsrs,  Nassachusstts  02151 


Similar  Letter  sent  same  Date  to 

Mr.  Richard  Penn 
Councillor,  Ward  Two 
Revere  City  Hall 
382  Ocean  Ave.,  Apt.  #807 
Revere,  MA  02151 


Osar  Nr.  Irrigo: 


I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citisene1  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Plood  Danage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  olty  officials. 


Tno  working  documents  are  being  forsarded  to  you  under  separate 
covers.  They  are  the  Project  Correspondence  and  Project  Information 
binders,  nhich  were  prepared  for  study  participants  and  sill  be  used 
and  updated  over  the  oourse  of  the  study. 

Your  constituents  located  behind  Revere  Beaoh  have  provided  us 
information  on  past  flooding  problems  shioh  are  summarised  in  the 
Project  binder.  Options  to  protect  the  region  from  flooding  are  also 
disoussed. 


Nr.  Robert  Q.  Bunt,  the  project  manager,  has  additional 
information  on  the  study  and  oaa  be  reaohed  at  617-647-0216. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me 
at  61 7-647-0500.  Nr.  Dave  Ca*tagnetti  is  coordinating  the  study  sitb 
the  city. 


loaorable  George  T.  Col el la 
Nayor  of  Revere 
City  Ball 
Revere,  N4  02151 


Nr.  Dave  Castagaettl 

Planning  and  Community  Development 

City  Ball 

Revere,  NO  02151 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRARELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 

March  16,  1988 


Basin  Management  Branch 


lonorable  George  T.  Colella 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Revere 
Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 

Dear  Mayor  Colella: 

During  our  neeting  of  February  11,  1988,  I  provided  you  sith  a 
status  on  the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Flan,  and  possible 
■eans  of  incorporating  tha  Point  of  Pinas  area  into  that  plan.  I  an 
nos  forwarding  you  aors  specific  information  concerning  this  natter. 

The  project  manager  estinatee  that  combining  the  Point  of  Pines 
area  into  the  larger  Saugus  Regional  Plan  with  the  Floodgates  located 
east  of  the  existing  Point  of  Pines  pump  station  would  result  in  at 
least  a  million  dollar  savings  to  the  Regional  Plan  by  reason  of  a 
shortened  length  of  protection  along  the  Lynn  bulkhead,  and 
construction  in  a  less  congested  area,  lowever,  because  the  Regional 
Plan  calls  for  a  higher  level  of  protection,  an  additional  wall  may 
be  required  behind  the  sand  dunes  at  Point  of  Pines.  This  additional 
cost  nay  be  offset  by  deleting  the  proposed  wall  from  the  pump 
station,  past  the  yacht  club  to  the  bridge  embankment.  Thus,  the 
cost  of  dikes  and  walls  at  the  Point  of  Pines  area  would  not 
significantly  change,  and  therefore  incremental  savings  to  the  Point 
of  Pines  area  are  not  apparent  by  its  inclusion  into  the  larger 
plan.  These  savings  accrue  to  the  Regional  Floodgate  Plan. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  Regional  Plan  is  scheduled  for 
aubnission  to  the  lashingtoa  level  la  April  1989  for  review  and 
approval  after  whieh  it  would  be  seat  to  Congress  for  authorisstion. 
Re  are,  optimistically,  about  two  or  more  years  away  from  this 
project  being  authorised  and  at  least  another  three  years  before 
construction  would  commence. 

As  discussed  at  the  neeting,  the  Point  of  Pines  improvement  is 
currently  authorised  for  construction  under  the  Continuing  Authority 
Program.  lowever,  as  explained  to  you  in  ay  August  27,  1987  letter, 
our  design  efforts  have  been  suspended  pending  receipt  of  some 
reasonable  assurance  that  the  City  will  obtain  its  required  local 
contribution.  Construction  could  begin  as  early  as  the  Summer  of 
1989,  if  the  community  of  Revere  was  to  meet  the  items  of  local 
cooperation  which  are  listed  in  Attachment  Ro.  1.  This  schedule 
assumes  the  project  would  be  built  according  to  the  Detailed  Project 
Report.  The  request  by  the  Yacht  Club  to  realign  the  project  may 
delay  this  schedule. 
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In  the  past,  the  Commonsealth  of  Massachusetts  has  helped  in 
cost  sharing  requirements  for  similar  projects,  provided  the 
community  furnishes  the  lands  necessary  for  project  construction  and 
in  the  case  of  coastal  projects  that  these  lands  are  placed  in  the 
public  domain.  Re  understand  at  meetings  held  sitb  community 
officials  and  Point  of  Pines  residents,  that  they  do  not  favor 
turning  such  privately  held  lands  over  to  the  State.  As  an 
alternative  the  community  sould  need  to  meet  this  cost  sharing 
requirement  on  its  own. 

Project  costs  are  also  ahosn  in  Attachment  No.  1.  The 
non-Federal  cash  requirement  for  the  Point  of  Pines  project  is 
estimated  at  $1,570,000.  Funds  must  be  available  to  cover  this  cash 
requirement  prior  to  contract  asard.  Part  of  the  cash  must  be  paid 
to  the  Corps  prior  to  contract  asard  and  the  remainder  on  a  cash  flos 
basis  during  construction  of  the  project.  A  schedule  of  payment 
sould  be  sorked  out  in  advance. 

Attachment  No.  2  lists  benefits  to  accrue  to  home  osners  in  the 
Point  of  Pines  area.  These  benefits  occur  directly  to  approximately 
350  homes  in  this  area.  I  have  also  included  a  project  nap  and 
typical  profiles  of  project  features  shich  could  be  used  in  your 
briefing  of  the  City  Council  members  as  to  options  available  to  the 
city  in  pursuing  furtherance  of  the  Point  of  Pines  improvement. 

Re  propose  to  proceed  sith  the  Regional  Floodgate  Plan  as  it  can 
be  built  shether  the  Point  of  Pines  project  proceeds  under  the 
continuing  authority  or  not  at  all.  Conversely,  moving  forsard  sith 
the  Regional  Plan  does  not  preclude  the  citizens  of  Point  of  Pines 
from  moving  independently  or  not  at  all. 

I  hope  the  attachments  demonstrate  to  you  and  the  citizens  of 
Revere  the  positive  material  gains  accruing  to  the  project.  Please 
call  me  if  additional  information  is  needed.  I  can  be  reached  in 
Ralthan  at  647-8220. 


Si ncerely. 


Enclosures 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 
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POINT  OP  PINES  LOCAL  PROTECTION  PROJECT 
ITEMS  OF  LOCAL  COOPERATION 


Ron-Federal 

Foraal  assurances  of  local  cooperation  aust  be  furnished  by  the 
city  of  Revere.  The  local  sponsor  aust  agree  to: 

a.  Provide  sithout  cost  to  the  United  States  all  lands,  ease- 
aents,  and  rights-of-say  necessary  for  construction  of  the  structural 
eleaents  of  the  project,  including  ponding  areas,  borron  areas,  and 
disposal  areas  for  excavated  aaterial,  deterained  suitable  by  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  and  necessary  for  iapleaentation  of  the  project; 

b.  Hold  and  save  the  United  States  free  froa  daaages  due  to 
construction,  operation,  and  aaintenance  of  the  project,  not 
including  daaages  due  to  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  United  States 
or  its  contractors; 

c.  Maintain  and  operate  the  project,  including  the  interior 
drainage  facilities,  after  coapletion  of  construction  in  accordance 
aith  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Aray; 

d.  Accoaplish  sithout  cost  to  the  United  States  all  alterations 
and  relocations  of  buildings,  streets,  stora  drains,  utilities, 
highway  bridges,  and  other  structures  aade  necessary  by  construction 
of  the  project; 

e.  Provide  a  cash  contribution  of  at  least  35  percent  of 
project  first  costs,  less  a  credit  for  the  value  of  all  lands, 
easeaents,  rights-of-say  and  relocations  necessary  for  construction; 

f.  Provide  and  aaintain  necessary  access  roads,  parking  areas, 
and  other  public  use  facilities,  open  and  available  to  all  on  equal 

terns. 

Cost  ipoortionaent  ( Estiaated  Costs) 


Total  Project  First  Cost 

m 

$5,000,000 

Federel  Cost  (651) 

m 

$3,250,  000 

Noe-Federal  Cost  (35%) 

m 

$1,750,000 

Ron-Federal  Real  Estate 

m 

$  180,000 

Non-Federal  Caah  Required 

m 

$1, 570,000 

Ron-Federal  Annual  Operation  and 

Maintenance  M 

$  3, 000 

ATTACHMENT  1 
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POINT  OF  PINES  LOCAL  PROTECTION  PROJECT 
8ENEFITS  TO  REVERE  AND  POINT  OF  PINES  RESIDENTS 


1.  FLOOD  DAMAGE  REDUCTION  FOR  EACH  HOME. 

2.  ELIMINATE  CONSTANT  FLOOD  THREAT  TO  INDIVIDUALS. 

3.  ELIMINATE  SOCIAL  EFFECTS  AND  THE  TRAUMA  THAT  COMES  FROM 

RELOCATION  AND  DAMAGE  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 

4.  RESOLUTION  OF  FLOODING  PROBLEM  THAT  RILL  GET  HORSE  OVER  TIME. 

5.  SAVINGS  TO  THE  CITY  IN  THE  FORM  OF  DAMAGES  TO  INFRASTRUCTURE 

SYSTEM  -  MAINTENANCE  OF  ROADS,  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM,  PORER  AND  PHONE 
LINES,  PUMP  STATION,  CLEANING,  ETC. 

6.  SAFETY  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  FROM  PHYSICAL  HAZARD  OF  FLOODING. 

7.  ENHANCE  RECREATIONAL  USE  RITH  RESTORED  SAND  DUNES  AND  ACCESS. 

8.  REDUCE  POTENTIAL  FLOODING  IN  THE  RIVERSIDE  AREA  AND  ON 

NORTHSHORE  ROAD  BY  REDUCING  OVERTOPPING  OF  LYNNRAY. 


NOTE :One  additional  benefit  ia  the  possibility  that  FEMA  nay  agree  to 
eliminate  the  Federal  flood  insurance  requirement  for  Point  of 
Pines.  FEMA  would  need  to  review  the  project  which  eay  or  may 
not  eeat  their  criteria  for  changing  the  Base  Flood  (100  year) 
elevations.  For  your  information,  Revere  residents  with  flood 
insurance  pay  an  average  of  $270  per  hoee  in  yearly  premiums. 


ATTACHMENT  2 
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flfPtv  ro 
ATTENTION  of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  OlVISlON,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

May  18,  1988 


Planning  division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Dear  Steering  Committee  Member,  or 

Point  of  Pines'  Member  Board  of  Trustees: 

This  is  to  confirm  that  on  Wednesday  evening.  May  25,  1988, 
at  7  PM,  at  the  Revere  City  Council  Chambers,  you  are  invited  to 
discuss  the  benefits  and  impacts  of  various  alignments  for  a 
Floodgate  structure  across  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus  River.  The 
Floodgates  are  the  major  feature  of  the  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plan  which  would  protect  the  cities  of  Revere,  Lynn, 
and  Malden  and  the  town  of  Saugus  from  coastal  flooding. 
Alignment  number  2,  shown  on  the  attached  plate,  would  also 
provide  flood  damage  reduction  benefits  to  Point  of  Pines. 
Although  Alignment  2  demonstrates  the  most  economically  feasible 
location,  we  need  your  views  and  how  any  impacts  could  be 
eliminated,  reduced  or  mitigated. 

The  meeting  is  being  coordinated  through  Messrs.  Frank 
Stringi  and  Dave  Castagnetti  of  the  Revere  Department  of 
Planning  and  Community  Development,  and  Mr.  John  Arrigo,  Ward 
Councillor  for  the  area  of  the  floodgates  and  impacts.  This 
meeting  is  being  held  specifically  to  obtain  your  views.  A 
meeting  for  the  general  public  will  be  held  at  a  future  date. 

I  hope  you  can  attend  the  meeting.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  617-647-8508  or  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  at  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 
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THE  CITY  Or 

REVERE.  MASSACHUSETTS 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  HALL. 


June  10,  1988 


Colonel  Thomas  Rhen 

Division  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

RE:  City  of  Revere,  Point  of  Pines  Flood  Protection  Plan 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

As  you  are  well  aware,  a  great  deal  of  time  and  effort  has 
been  dedicated  by  the  City  of  Revere  and  Corps  of  Engineers  with 
respect  to  the  above  referenced  flood  protection  project.  This 
important  flood  .protection  plan  was  initiated  as  a  result  of 
flood  damages  sustained  during  the  "Blizzard  of  78".  The  City 
of  Revere  has  long  been  committed  to  this  plan  and  has  sought 
every  available  option  in  an  attempt  to  secure  Stste  funding  to 
assist  in  the  cost  sharing  of  this  project.  The  current 
financial  demands  placed  on  the  delivery  of  basic  City  services 
under  the  guides  of  proposition  2  1/2  however,  has  inhibited  any 
attempts  to  exercise  local  funding  initiatives  for  this 
project.  Unfortunately,  the  City  of  Revere  is  unable  to  commit 
to  the  funds  necessary  to  bear  the  local  cost  sharing  of  the 

project. 

As  it  has  been  indicated  in  previous  correspondence  with  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  a  comprehensive  flood  protection  plan  which 
combines  the  flood  protection  measures  proposed  for  the  Point  of 
Pines  area  with  the  regional  flood  gate  plan  would  be  strongly 
supported  by  this  office.  The  inclusion  of  the  Point  of  Pines 
area  into  the  Regional  Floodgate  Plan  is  essential  in  assuring 
complete  protection  on  a  regional  level.  Also,  this  effort 
represents  the  final  opportunity  to  provide  flood  protection  to 
the  Point  of  Pines.  The  City  of  Revere  will  pursue  funding 

assistance  from  the  State  and  request  the  State  sponser  of  the 

regional  plan  to  share  the  costs  in  an  effort  to  off-set  the 

impacts  associated  with  siting  the  regional  flood  gate  structure 
adjacent  to  the  Point  of  Pines. 
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A  comprehensive  flood  protection  plan  which  ia  tied  with 
floodgate  alignment  #2  would  provide  the  highest  protection  to 
the  Point  of  Pines.  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  and  is 
recommended  by  this  office. 


cerely, 

m-O  G-zjuulo^_ 

_ _ y  (*  _  «  _  m  «  _ 


Colei la 


GVC/jp 

c:  Frank  String!,  DPCD 

Robert  Hunt,  Corps  of  Engineers 
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*6PLY  TO 
ATTENTION  Of 

CEHBD-DE 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

June  22,  1988 


Dear  Point  of  Pinas  Resident: 

The  Nee  England  Division  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  is  studying  says  to 
reduce  flood-related  daeages  and  hardship*  suffered  by  residents  of 
Revere,  Lynn,  Halden  and  Saugus.  This  is  being  done  as  part  of  the  Saugus 
River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Daaage  Reduction  Study.  Re  feel  that  an 
ieportant  part  of  this  study  is  coeaunicating  sith  citizens  who  are 
affected  by  flooding  or  who  aight  be  affected  by  possible  flood  daaage 
reduction  aeasures  we  recoaaend.  Any  plane  we  suggest  to  reduce  flood 
daaages  should  reflect  your  needs  and  desires. 

Over  the  past  year  a  separate  project  called  the  Point  of  Pines  Local 
Protection  Project  to  protect  your  neighborhood  has  been  considered  by  the 
City  of  Revere  for  funding.  As  explained  in  Mayor  Colella' s  letter, 
included  in  the  attached  brochure,  the  city  is  unable  to  finance  its  share 
of  this  project. 

Recently,  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Daaage  Reduction 
Study,  has  received  region-wide  support  for  developing  a  plan  called  the 
Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan.  The  benefits  of  the  Regional  Plan 
would  include  flood  protection  for  5,000  residential,  coaaercial  and 
industrial  buildings  in  the  floodplain  of  the  four  coaaunities.  A  aajor 
feature  of  the  Plan  is  a  Floodgate  structure  across  the  aouth  of  the 
Saugus  River.  The  plan  also  requires  shorefront  protection  for  Point  of 
Pines  as  shown  in  the  brochure. 

Tour  coaaents  on  this  Regional  Plan  are  very  iaportant  to  the  city  and 
the  Corps  for  asking  the  Regional  Plan  aore  acceptable.  Coapleting  and 
returning  the  attached  post  card  with  your  concerns  is  iaportant  and  of 
course,  voluntary.  Please  return  it  by  7  July,  if  you  wish  to  have  your 
responses  included  in  our  analysis.  The  Corps  of  Engineers  will  bold  a 
Public  Rorkshop  on  June  30,  1988  at  St.  John  Vianney  Church  on  Harrington 
Avenue  to  review  the  Regional  Plan  with  you.  This  workshop  will  give  you 
a  chance  to  ask  questions,  discuss  concerns,  and  address  existing  or 
additional  flood  protection  issues. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ae  at  647-8220 
or,  contact  Bob  Hunt,  Project  Manager  of  the  Saugus  River  Flood  Study,  at 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 

Enclosures 
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US  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers 

New  England  Division 


INFORMATION  ON: 

FLOOD  DAMAGE  REDUCTION  STUDY 

Saugus  River  and  Tributaries 
Lynn,  Maiden,  Revere  and  Saugus, 


424  Trapelo  Road,  Waltham,  MA.  02254-9149 

POINT  OF  PINES1  WORKSHOP  ^h^^STSpm- 

Flood  protection  is  one  of  the  primary  civil  works  responsibilities  assigned  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  by  the  Federal  government.  In  that  capacity,  the  Corps'  New  England  Division  is  now 
examining  various  measures  to  reduce  losses  in  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus.  We  look  forward  to 
working  with  you  and  your  local  officials  to  explain  the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan.  This 
investigation  is  sponsored  by  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  (Metropolitan  District 
Commission),  the  cities  of  Lynn,  Malden  and  Revere,  and  the  town  of  Saugus. 

BLIZZARD  OF  78 

The  blizzard  and  coastal  flood  of  Feb  6-7, 1978, 
ranks  as  the  most  damaging  weather  event  to  strike 
the  northeastern  seaboard  of  the  U.S.  Remembered 
as  the  "Blizzard  of  78,"  it  was  one  of  the  worst 
national  disasters  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
Major  damages  caused  by  the  storm  include: 

•  Twenty-nine  lives  lost  in  Massachusetts. 

•  Damages  over  S120  million  in  Revere. 

Lynn,  Malden  and  Saugus. 

•  Damages  of  $40  million  in  Revere  alone. 

•  About  3500  residential,  commercial  and 
industrial  buildings  flooded  in  these 
communities. 

•  More  than  1800  homes  and  businesses 
damaged  in  Revere. 

•  About  365  homes  affected  in  Point  of 

Pines.  _ 


During  the 
Blizzard  of  78 
Point  of  Pines 
was  flooded  by 
waves 

overtopping 
the  sho  refront. 

(photograph 
courtesy  of  the  Boston  Herald  American) 


tmc  city  or 

ncvcnc.  MAggACMugerrg 
ornec  or  tmc  mavo* 

CITY  MALL 
All  10.  ltd 

Celeaal  Theaae  than 

Oivirloa  Engineer 

0.1.  Cray  Carpa  of  Saglaeere 

424  Trapele  Bead 

Oalthaa.  HA  02234-P14P 

Mi  City  af  liYin.  Paint  af  Fiaaa  Vlaa4  Pratactiaa  Plan 
Daar  Calaaal  Ah tor 

Aa  yaa  ara  vail  atari,  a  great  daal  af  tiaa  and  affart  kaa 
kaaa  dedicated  hy  tba  City  af  Cavara  aad  Carpa  af  laglaaara  with 
raapact  te  tba  abava  rafaraacad  flaad  pratactiaa  prajact.  Tbia 
lapartaat  flaad  pratactiaa  plaa  vaa  laltiacad  aa  a  raaalt  af 
flaad  daaagaa  aaataiaad  dariag  tba  Milliard  af  7  0*.  Tba  City 
af  Severe  baa  laag  baaa  eaaaittad  ta  tbia  plaa  aad  baa  aaagbt 
every  available  aptlaa  la  aa  attaapt  ta  aacata  (tata  faadiag  ta 
aaaiat  la  tba  caat  aharlag  af  tbia  prajact.  Tba  earraat 
flaaacial  daaaada  placad  aa  tba  delivery  af  baaic  City  eervicea 
aadar  tba  galdaa  af  prapaaltlaa  2  1/2  baaaaar,  baa  iabibltad  any 
attaapta  ta  asarclaa  lacal  faadiag  ialtiatlYaa  far  tbia 
prajact.  Oaf artaaataly,  tba  City  af  Severe  la  aaablt  te  eeaait 
te  the  fuade  aacaaaary  te  beat  tba  lacal  caat  aharlag  af  the 

prajact. 

Aa  It  kaa  kaaa  iadicatad  la  piavleui  cerreapeadaace  vltb  tba 
Carpa  af  laglaaara.  a  caaprakaaalva  flaad  pratactiaa  plaa  vhich 
caablaaa  tba  flaad  pratactiaa  aaaaataa  prepeaed  far  the  Paiat  af 
Plaaa  area  with  the  raglaaal  flaad  gate  plaa  aeald  be  atreagly 
tappartad  by  tbia  afflca.  Tba  laelcalaa  af  the  Paiat  af  Plaaa 
area  lata  tba  lagleaal  Plaedgata  Plaa  la  aaaaatlal  la  aaiorlog 
ceaplete  pratactiaa  aa  a  raglaaal  level.  Alae,  tbia  affart 
rapraaaata  tba  flaal  appertaalty  ta  previde  flaad  pratactiaa  ta 
the  Paiat  af  Plaaa.  The  City  af  Severe  will  parent  faadiag 

•••ictaaca  from  the  State  aad  regaett  the  State  apaaaar  af  tba 

raglaaal  plaa  ta  akara  the  cacti  la  aa  affart  ta  eff*aet  the 

lapacta  aaaaclatad  vltb  altlag  the  raglaaal  flaad  gatt  atractara 
adjacent  te  the  Paiat  af  Plaaa. 

A  caaprakaaalva  flaad  pratactiaa  plaa  vkicb  1c  tied  vltb 
flaedgata  aligaaeat  12  vaald  previde  the  klghaat  pratactiaa  ta 
the  Paiat  af  Plaaa,  Saagaa  Slvar  aad  Trlbatarlea  aad  la 


rwcerely, 

M  ■  O  C+*JUUL(^_ 

Veerga  T.  Celella 
Mayer 
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The  ‘eye’  of  the  storm 

Residents  of  the  Point  of  Pines  section  of  Revere,  aided  by  National  Guardsmen,  evacuate  their  flooded  hoi 


BLIZZARD  OF  78 

The  storm  surge  hit  at  10:20  pm  Monday 
night,  Feb.  6,  1978.  The  record  high  tides 
flooded  thousands  of  homes,  knocked  out 
electricity  in  freezing  weather  and  forced  the 
evacuation  of  over  4000  people. 

The  following  morning  at  10:36  am  when 
the  surge  hit  again,  many  residents  were 
still  stranded  since  access  routes  were  still 
flooded. 

In  Point  of  Pines  about  365  homes  were 
flooded  and  two  burned.  On  both  high 
tides,  water  overtopped  all  along  the  shore- 
front  and  through  the  dunes.  Sewer  sys¬ 
tems  backed  up  into  homes  and  residents 
could  not  return  to  their  homes  for  weeks. 


STANDARD  PROJECT  NORTHEASTER 


The  1978  storm  is  not  the  worst  storm  which  could 
hit  the  coast  Storm  events  between  the  '  78  and 
Standard  Project  Northeaster  (SPN)  could  cause 
more  extensive  damage. 

The  SPN,  the  worst  conbinarion  of  events  likely  to 
occur,  could  happen  from  a  high  spring  tide 
coincident  with  the  record  tidal  surge  of  Nov.  30, 
1945,  and  cause  close  to  $1  Billion  in  damages  to 
Revere,  Lynn,  Malden  and  Saugus. 


FIRE  DESTROYED  TWO  HOMES  IN  78 


On  Jan.  2,  1987  a  15  year  tidal  storm  hit,  flooding 
Point  of  Pines  and  forcing  the  evacuation  of  over 
500  homes  in  the  study  area.  Recurring  Jan.  79 
and  Feb.  72  10  year  storms  also  caused  damages. 
In  72  about  700  homes  had  to  be  evacuated  in 
Revere  alone. 


SEA  LEVEL  RISE 

Sea  level  rose  over  the  last  few  centuries 
at  1 1  inches  per  100  years.  A  rise  of  1.5 
to  4.0  feet  is  forcasted  over  the  next 
century.  With  only  one  foot  difference 
in  tide  levels  between  the  10  year  storm 
and  the  1978  storm,  damages  will 
continue  to  rise  and  flooding  will  occur 
more  frequently. 
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POINT  OF  PINES'  EXISTING  3 
PROTECTION 

The  existing  shorefront  provides  little 
protection  against  coastal  storms.  Storm 
damage  to  the  structures  has  weakened 
even  this  line  of  protection. 


(ABOVE)  -  Boulders  in  Reach  A  and  B  fall 
onto  the  beach.  Gaping  holes  and  a  boat 
ramp  channel  water  into  the  area  across 
North  Shore  Rd  to  Riverside. 


(ABOVE)  -  Reach  C's  wall  sits  on  boulders  with  spaces 
between  them,  and  the  eroded  beach  supports  deep  wa¬ 
ter  and  high  waves. 

(RIGHT)  -  Cs  apron  collapsed  as  water  rushed  under 
the  wall  in  78. 


through  eroded  openings  the  beach  side.  (By  the 

the  Yacht  Club  there  are 

g*  njf  ‘  T  ^ T  *  *  large  openings  where 

the  ocean  flows 
through.) 


G-3  jc 


AWt 


Saugut  Rlv«f  and  TribuariM 
Flood  Oamaga  Raoucoon  Study 
Lynn.  Maldan.  Ravara  and  Saugua.  S 

OPTION  3 

REGIONAL  SAUOUS  RIVER 
FLOOOQATE  PLAN 

U«Amy 

Const  of  Cngtnvan 

NooCnganaOMown  Jim  It 


PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT 

The  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plan  has  resulted  from  the 
effort  of  over  a  100  people  coordinating 
closely  with  and  assisting  the  Corps  of 
Engineers.  These  people  have  helped 
develop  a  plan  to  provide  the  highest 
level  of  flood  protection  possible  to  the 
region.  The  goal  is  a  plan  that  is 
technically  and  economically  feasible, 
and  environmentally  and  socially 
acceptable,  and  one  which  can  be 
implemented  or  builL 

Four  Citizen  Steering  Committies, 
(one  for  each  community)  and  a 
Technical  group  (Federal,  state,  local 
officials  and  interest  groups)  started 
meeting  in  the  Fall  of  1985.  From  the 
very  beginning  the  Regional  Plan 
(Option  3)  was  widely  supported,  but 
other  options  have  also  been 
investigated,  including:  Four  Local 
Protection  Plans  (Option  1)  and 
Non-structural  plans  (Option  2). 

Over  1000  interviews  were  also 
conducted  in  the  study  area  to  identify 
flooding  problems,  potential  damages, 
and  solutions. 

As  a  result  of  public  involvement  and 
extensive  correspondence  received,  high 
economic  feasibility  and  environmental 
and  social  acceptability,  the  Regional 
Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  is  the 
Corps  of  Engineers'  tentatively 
recommended  plan. 


OPTION  #3  REGIONAL  SAUGUS  RIVER  FLOODGATE  PLAN  -  DESCRIPTION 


The  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  is  strongly  supported  by  the  sponsors:  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission,  the  cities  of  Lynn,  Malden  and  Revere,  and  the  town  of  Saugus.  It  would  provide  a 
high  degree  of  flood  protection  to  the  entire  study  area.  Along  Revere  Beach  the  plan  includes  development 
of  i  park  flood  control  embankment  located  near  the  MDC  Police  Station.  At  the  north  end  of  the  beach  a  salt 
water  ponding  area  would  be  preserved  to  store  the  small  amount  of  water  which  overtops  the  seawall  at  the 
north  end  of  tne  beach.  A  wave  dissipating  armor  stone  revetment  would  be  built  fronting  the  seawall  of 
Carey  Circle. 

The  seawalls  and  beach  along  Revere  Beach  must  be  maintained  to  prevent  further  erosion  and  future 
overtopping  of  Revere  Beach.  Tne  Revere  Beach  Erosion  Control  Project  or  the  sanding  project  would  help 
meet  this  requirement.  At  Point  of  Pines,  the  revetment  would  continue  to  the  Sand  Dunes.  The  beach  in 
this  reach  would  be  built  up  with  available  and  suitable  sand  dredged  from  the  Saugus  River  for  the 
Floodgate  (and  under  the  dunes).  It  would  be  built  up  about  5  to  10  feet  above  the  existing  beach.  The  sand 
dunes  would  be  restored  and  protected  with  boardwalks,  plantings  and  fences.  This  would  be  accomplished 
after  a  revetment  is  built  under  the  dunes.  A  new  wall  would  replace  the  existing  wall  from  the  end  of  the 
dunes  to  the  floodgate  structure.  In  Lynn  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Saugus  River  and  along  Lynn  Harbor, 
steel  sheet  pile  walls  and  stone  faced  dikes  would  be  needed  to  reduce  wave  ovenopping. 

The  Floodgate  Structure  would  span  the  1300  foot  width  of  the  Saugus  River.  It  would  include  both 
navigation  ana  supplemental  flushing  gates  which  would  maintain  safe  passage  for  navigation  and  the  natural 
flushing  and  tide  levels  in  the  estuary.  The  navigation  gate  and  the  10  flushing  gates  would  remain  open 
99.9  percent  of  the  time,  except  in  the  event  of  a  coastal  storm  which  threatens  to  cause  damages.  The  gates 
would  be  closed  about  3  times  a  year,  for  2  to  3  hours  each  time  at  the  peak  of  the  tide,  then  opened  as  the 
tide  recedes.  Preservation  of  the  marshland  estuary  is  needed  for  flood  storage  by  the  project. 
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REGIONAL  PLAN  BENEFITS 
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1  Reduce  flood  damages  to  5,000  residential,  commercial  and  industrial  buildings  at  $7.4  Million  per  year 
(avg)  in  benefits  or  up  to  $1  Billion  in  damages  for  the  SPN  flood  event. 

2  Prevent  damages  to  over  20  miles  of  major  public  transportation  arteries,  et  al. 

3  Reduce  damages  to  30  miles  of  existing  shorefront  structures  with  benefits  about  $2.2  Million  per  year. 

4  Reduce  emergency  public  services,  and  about  $300,000  per  year  in  flood  insurance  premiums. 

5  Develop  a  public  park  land  with  recreation  benefits  valued  at  $400,000  per  year. 

REGIONAL  PLAN  OPPORTUNITIES 

1  Provide  the  opportunity  for  a  safer  Port  of  Refuge  for  the  existing  700  vessel  fleet. 

2  Provide  the  opportunity  to  encourage  preservation  of  the  1,700  acre  saltwater  estuary's  resources  and  the 
natural  storage  area  needed  by  the  project 

3  Provide  the  opportunity  to  breach  the  1-95  fill  and  enhance  440  acres  of  saltwater  wetlands. 


mi  uh 
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ATLANTIC  OCEAN 


(ABOVE)  -  Four  local  protection  plans  (Option  #1) 
were  investigated  which  would  cost  more  than  the 
Regional  Plan  and  have  significant  environmental  and 
social  impacts.  Option  #1  has  fewer  benefits  and  no 
public  support. 


REGIONAL  PLAN  COSTS  AND 
ECONOMICS  -  PRELIMINARY 


Project  First  Cost- 
Benefits,  Average  Annual: 
Costs,  Average  Annual: 
Net  Benefits,  Avg.  Ann.: 
Benefit-to-Cost  Ratio: 


$60.0  Million 
$10.0  Million 
$  6.0  Million 
$  4.0  Million 
1.7  to  1.0 


(ABOVE)  -  A  non-structural  plan  (Option  #2) 
would  only  benefit  about  8%  of  the  homes 
and  businesses.  Option  #2  lacks  public 
support. 


fl-EFT)  -  Five  Floodgate  alignments  were 
investigated.  All  alignments,  except  No.  2, 
had  significant  environmental,  navigation 
and/or  construction  problems.  Alignment 
No.  2  does  not  have  these  problems,  is  less 
expensive  to  construct  and  has  much  higher 
benefits. 
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OTHER  REGIONAL  PLAN  FEATURES  AT  POINT  OF  PINES 
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FEATURES: 

•  Carey  Circle  to  Alden  Ave.: 

-  Armor  stone  revetment  to  reduce  wave  overtopping  and  stabilize  shorefront. 

-  A  beach  could  be  built  over  most  of  the  revetment  to  a  maximum  depth  of  ten  feet  The  surface 

could  be  built  from  new  or  reused  sand.  Under  the  surface  acceptable  sand  fill  could  be  used.  All 
or  part  of  the  material  could  come  from  excavation  that  is  neccessary  for  construction  of  the  Saugus 
River  Floodgates. 

•  Alden  to  End  of  Dunes: 

-  Revetment  under  the  dunes. 

-  Restore  dunes,  plant  grass,  install  walkways  and  build  the  beach. 

•  Landscape  Shorefront 

•  New  Concrete  Wall  Along  the  River  to  the  Floodgate 


0UNC9  A  MACH  PROWTlNQ  FOWLlR  AVI.  (MACH  T,  1TW“) 
WITH  REGIONAL  PLAN'S  MVS  TUtfMf,  OUNCS  AflCACH 
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8  CONSTRUCTION  PROCEDURES  AND  IMPACTS-POINT  OF  PINES 


Floodgates  -  Construction  of  the  floodgates  must  be  accomplished  while  maintaining  safe  flows  for 
navigation  and  the  natural  flushing  of  the  estuary.  The  floodgates  would  be  built  in  3  phases.  Phases  1  and 
2  would  include  the  10  flushing  gates  and  navigation  gate  and  be  built  from  barges  and  from  Lynn.  Only 
the  dike  section  (Phase  3)  of  the  floodgate  structure  would  be  constructed  from  Revere. 

Construction  impacts  from  the  floodgates  on  Point  of  Pines  will  include  construction  noise  intermittently 
over  two  years  from  compressors,  similar  to  the  noise  from  rehabing  General  Edwards  Bridge.  Occasional 
noise  from  driving  piles  would  occur. 

Twice  for  about  one  month  each,  trucks  would  haul  dike  material  along  Rice  Ave.  (river  stretch).  Prefera¬ 
bly,  making  this  section  of  Rice  Ave.  two-way  with  traffic  control,  during  the  haul  periods.  All  work 
which  would  significantly  disturb  the  neighborhood  would  be  limited  to  regular  working  hours. 

Revetments,  Walls,  Beach  and  Dunes  -  Most  of  this  work  would  be  accomplished  over  a  one  year 
period,  avoiding  the  main  beach  area  during  summer  usage.  Two  access  routes  are  being  considered:  (1) 
from  Carey  Circle  to  along  the  ocean  side  of  the  walls,  and  (2)  along  the  Saugus  River  stretch  of  Rice  Ave. 
to  the  dunes. 

PROJECT  SUPPORT  AND  METHODS  OF  FINANCING 

The  Federal  Government  would  finance  65  percent  of  the  Project  First  Cost.  The  non-Federal  sponsors  are 
required  to  finance  35  percent  of  the  Project  First  Cost  less  the  value  of  lands,  easements  and  rights  of  way 
provided  by  the  non-Federal  sponsor.  Currently  estimated  this  would  equal  35%  of  $60  million  (plus  any 
mitigation  costs,  if  required)  or  about  $21  million  less  about  $3  million  in  real  estate  costs,  for  a  total  cash 
requirement  during  construction  of  about  $18  million.  Also,  the  non-Federal  sponsors  are  required  to 
finance  100%  of  the  Operation,  Maintenance  and  Replacement  (O,  M  &  R)  Costs  of  the  project,  estimated 
at  about  $400,000  per  year. 

OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE  RESPONSIBILITIES 

The  Federal  Government  prefers  to  turn  over  the  0,M  &  R  responsibilities  to  the  non-Federal  sponsors,  for 
example:  the  Revere  Beach  features  to  the  MDC;  Lynn  Harbor  features  to  Lynn  or  the  MDC;  and  the  Point 
of  Pines'  features  to  the  Point  of  Pines  Association  or  the  city  of  Revere.  In  the  case  of  the  Floodgates,  the 
local  communities  and  especially  the  Citizens  Steering  Committees  strongly  recommended  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  operate  and  maintain  the  Floodgates.  The  Administration  and  the  U.S.  Congress  must  determine 
whether  to  assign  the  Corps  this  responsibility.  Some  precedence  may  exist  in  this  regard  if  the  Saugus 
River  is  authorized  as  a  "Federal  Navigation  Channel"  through  the  dredging  of  the  Saugus  River 
Navigation  Project 


REVERE  CITIZEN  STEERING  COMMITTEE 

•  Mr.  Frank  Stringi,  Director,  Dept,  of  Planning  and  Community  Development 

•  Mr.  Paul  Cacciola,  Revere  Engineering  Dept 

•  Mr.  John  Arrigo,  City  Council  -  Ward  5 

•  Mr.  Richard  Penn,  City  Council  -  Ward  2 

•  Mr.  Joseph  LaValle,  Chairman,  Conservation  Commission 

•  Mr.  John  R.  Marino,  Conservation  Commission 

•  Mr.  Dan  Ferrara,  Civil  Defense  Director 

•  Mr.  George  DelGreco,  Harbor  Master 

•  Mr.  Carl  Minkovitz,  Trustee,  Point  of  Pines  Beach  Assoc. 

•  Mr.  Vini  Piccinni,  Commodore,  Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Club 

•  Ms.  Ellen  Haas,  Chp.,  Revere  Beach  Cit.  Adv.  Comm.,  and  Representative, 

Concerned  Coastal  Sportsmen  Assoc.  Inc. 

•  Ms.  Elaine  Hurley,  President,  Pines  River  Assoc. 

•  Ms.  Rose  LaQuaglia,  Vice  Pres.,  Oak  Island  Residents  Assoc. 

•  Mr.  Ralph  Sandberg,  Director,  Oak  Island  Residents  Assoc. 

•  Mr.  Art  Vulgaropulous,  Consultant,  Conservation  Comm. 
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Pines  Riverside 
Association 

REVERE,  02151 

JUNE  26.  1988 


Colonel  Thomas  Rhen 

Division  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

It  is  very  important  to  our  association  to  have  Secretary 
Hoyte  designate  the  Broad  Sound  as  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern,  our  area  is  already  being  heavily  impacted  by  uncontrolled 
development  and  by  irresponsible  businesses.  We  are  impacted 
in  our  river  the  Pines  River  by  high  colorform  levels  and 
toxins  from  the  old  DiMatteo  dump  and  landfill  and  by  the 
RESCO  incinerator.  We  vould  like  these  very  important  health 
hazards  cleaned  up  and  see  no  more  abuse  of  the  marsh  and 
its  borders.  We  do  not  feel  that  the  Wetlands  Protection 
Act  is  enough  to  insure  this 

Colonel  ve  have  alvays  put  our  faith  in  your  projects 
and  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  Bob  Hunt  who  is  a  pleasure 
to  vork  vith.  We  do  not  see  why  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  and  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  can  not  vork  together 
even  vithin  an  A.C.E.C.  designated  area  after  all  both  agencies 
are  working  in  the  interest  of  the  general  public.  We  vould 
ask  that  the  Corps  please  look  upon  the  A.C.E.C.  designation 
favorably  and  do  all  in  your  power  to  make  your  projects 
vork  vithin  the  designated  area  if  it  should  become  so. 

We  feel  that  both  the  Corps  projects  and  the  designation 
are  equally  important  and  ve  want  them  both,  ve  do  not  vant 
to  be  forced  to  choose  between  them. 

We  vill  be  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  on  this 
matter. 


Sincerely, 

Elaine  Hurley,  President 
Pines  Riverside  Association 

copies 

Secretary  Hoyte 
Mayor  George  Colella 
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I  AM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  PINES  RIVERSIDE  ASSOCIATION  AND  SPEAK  TONIGHT 
ON  BEHALF  OF  ALL  THE  RESIDENTS  THAT  LIVE  WITHIN  THIS  AREA  THAT  RUNS 
ALONG  THE  PINES  RIVER.  THE  PINES  RIVER  IS  A  TIDAL  ESTUARY  THAT  FLOWS 
THROUGH  COASTAL  WETLAND  SALT  MARSHES,  DUE  TO  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF  FOOD 
AND  NUTRIENTS  AND  THE  PROTECTION  FROM  STORMS  AND  INTENSE  WAVE  ACTION 
THE  RIVER  SERVES  AS  AN  IMPORTANT  AREA  FOR  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE.  THE  ESTUARY 
WITH  ITS  SALT  MARSHES,  MUD  FLATS,  AND  SHALLOW  SUBTIDAL  CHANNELS  IS 
ONE  OF  THE  MOST  BIOLOGICAL  SIGNIFICANT  ESTUARIES  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  NORTH 
OF  BOSTON.  THIS  ESTUARY  IS  AN  OUTSTANDING  RESOURCE  IN  AN  OTHERWISE 
URBAN  ENVIRONMENT.  THIS  ESTUARY  IS  ALREADY  RECOGNIZED  BY  THE  FEDERAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY  TO  BE  A  SENSITIVE  UNIQUE  AREA  IN  NEED 
OF  PROTECTION. 

THE  PINES  RIVER  IS  KNOWN  TO  BE  THE  HOME  TO  FLOUNDER  WHO  HAVE  FOR  MANY 
YEARS  USE  THE  RIVER  FOR  SPAWNING,  ALSO  COMING  INTO  THE  RIVER  TO  MATE 
YEARLY  ARE  THE  PREHISTORIC  HORSE  SHOE  CRAB  WHO  ARE  JUST  BEGINNING  THEIR 
MATING  FOR  THIS  SEASON.  IN  THE  FALL  THERE  IS  THE  SMELT  THAT  MAKE  THEIR 
RUN  UP  THE  RIVER.  ALSO  FOUND  IN  THE  PINES  RIVER  ARE  BASS,  EELS,  POLLACK, 
COD,  POGGIES ,  THE  RARE  GREEN  CRAB  EATING  TATOG  AND  THE  PREHISTORIC 
SCULPINS,  THERE  ARE  ALSO  PLENTIFUL  AMOUNTS  OF  CRABS,  CLAMS  AND  LOBSTER. 

THE  PINES  RIVER  HAS  THE  POTENTIAL  TO  BE  A  GREAT  ECONOMIC  RESOURCE  TO 
THE  COMMONWEALTH  BUT  BECAUSE  OF  THE  POLLUTION  OF  ITS  BANKS  AND  WATER 
IT  IS  UNABLE  TO  BE  HARVESTED  TO  ITS  FULL  POTENTIAL.  STUDIES  THAT  ARE 
REFERRED  TO  APPEAR  IN  A  BIOLOGICAL  STUDY  COMPLETED  IN  1978  BY  THE  COASTAL 
ZONE  MANAGEMENT,  IN  1972  IT  WAS  FOUND  THAT  LIQUIDS  LEACHING  FROM  PORTIONS 
OF  A  LANDFILL  ALONG  THE  RIVER  HAD  ENOUGH  POLLUTANTS  TO  CAUSE  CONCERN, 

IT  WAS  ESTIMATED  AT.  THAT  TIME  THERE  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  83,229,000  GALLONS 
OF  WATER  INFILTRATING  THROUGH  THE  SOLID  WASTE  SITE  AND  THAT  IT  WAS 
CONTRIBUTING  TO  THE  POLLUTION  OF  SURFACE  WATER  INTO  WHICH  IT  DRAINED. 
STUDIES  DONE  IN  1976  FOUND  THE  PINES  RIVER  DID  NOT  MEET  CLASS  SB  WATER. 

IN  CERTAIN  AREAS  OF  THE  RIVER  PESTICIDES  LEVELS  FOUND  IN  BOTTOM  MUD, 

CLAMS  AND  WINTER  FLOUNDER  WERE  SEVERAL  HUNDRED  TO  SEVERAL  THOUSAND 
TIMES  THE  ALLOWABLE  EPA  CRITERIA.  IT  WAS  SUGGESTED  AT  THAT  TIME  CAUTION 
BE  USED  IN  ALLOWING  SWIMMING  IN  THE  RIVER  BECAUSE  OF  THE  PCB"S.  TODAY 
THERE  IS  AN  INCINERATOR  STILL  INCINERATING  AND  DUMPING  THEIR  ASH  ON 
THE  LANDFILL.  THE  RESIDUALS  THAT  COME  FROM  THIS  INCINERATOR  ARE  FELT 
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BY  MANY  OF  THE  AREA  RESIDENTS,  CARS  CONSTANTLY  HAVE  A  FINE  BLACK  SILT 
ON  THEM,  MY  OWN  CAR  ON  THE  SIDE  THAT  FACES  THIS  INCINERATOR  SHOWS  WHERE 
THE  ASH  HAS  EATEN  AWAY  THE  PAINT.  THIS  SILT  CAN  BE  OBSERVED  ANY  TIME 
OF  THE  YEAR  ON  WINDOW  SILLS  THROUGHOUT  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD,  AND  WE"RE 
SURE  THE  BOTTOM  OF  THE  RIVER  HAS  ITS  SHARE  TOO.  THE  NEED  OF  A  CLEANUP 
OF  THIS  SITE  IS  LONG  OVERDUE.  WE  WOULD  HOPE  THAT  THE  ACEC  DESIGNATION 
WOULD  HELP  IN  A  SPEEDY  CLEANUP  OF  THE  SITE. 

ANOTHER  PROBLEM  PLAGUING  THE  PINES  RIVER  ARE  THE  HIGH  COLORFORM  LEVELS 
FOUND  IN  1976,  COLORFORMS  COME  FROM  RAW  SEWAGE  AND  CAN  CAUSE  CANCER, 

IT  IS  NOT  UNTIL  NOW  THAT  THE  SEWAGE  PROBLEMS  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  BE  ADDRESSED 
AND  WE  QUESTION  WHAT  THE  COLORFORM  LEVELS  ARE  TODAY  12  YEARS  LATER. 

THIS  PROBLEM  NEEDS  IMMEDIATE  ATTENTION  FOR  THE  HEALTH  OF  OUR  CHILDREN 
COULD  BE  IN  DANGER,  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  ALLOWED  TO  SWIM  IN  THIS  RIVER  FOR 
YEARS  WHAT  ARE  THE  AFFECTS  GOING  TO  BE  ON  THEM,  ONE  THING  ABOUT  POLLUTION 
IS  THAT  IT  TAKES  YEARS  FOR  SYMPTOMS  TO  SHOW  UP. 

FEDERAL  AND  STATE  OFFICIALS  JUST  THIS  WEEK  ADVISED  CONSUMERS  TO  STOP 
EATING  THE  TOMALLEY  FROM  LOBSTERS  AND  TO  FISH  AND  SHELLFISH  FROM 

QUINCY  BAY  AND  BOSTON  HARBOR  WITH  CAUTION,  IT  WAS.  SAID  THAT  PREGNANT 
WOMEN, AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  12  COMPLETELY  AVOID  LOBSTER,  FISH  AND  SOFT 
SHELLED  CLAMS.  IT  WAS  FOUND  THAT  OF  BOSTON  HARBOR  CATCHES  THAT  83% 

OF  THE  FLOUNDER  HAD  SOME  LIVE  DISEASE  23%  SHOWED  LIVER  TUMORS.  LOBSTER 
HAD  HIGH  LEVELS  OF  CANCER  CAUSING  PCB"S  AND  CLAMS  SHOWED  HIGH  LEVELS 
OF  VIRUSES  AND  DISEASES.  THIS  IS  FACT  IN  BOSTON  HARBOR  AND  QUINCY 
BAY  AND  A  GUESS  WOULD  BE  IF  TESTED  THE  OCCUPANTS  OF  LYNN  HARBOR,  SAUGUS 
RIVER  AND  PINES  RIVER  WOULD  TEST  THE  SAME.  DOESN"T  THE  NORTH  SHORE 
DESERVE  THE  RIGHT  TO  THE  SAME  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCREENING  AS  THE  WATERS 
ON  THE  SOUTH  SHORE? 

THE  PINES  RIVER  HAS  MORE  THAN  ITS  SHARE  OF  POLLUTANTS  BUT  SO  FAR  THE 
ONLY  EVIDENCE  OF  IT  THAT  WE  HAVE  SEEN  IS  THE  DISAPPEARANCE  OF  THE  MUSSEL 
BEDS  THAT  WERE  SO  PLENTIFUL  A  FEW  YEARS  AGO.  THIS  IS  ENOUGH  TO  MAKE 
US  HAVE  GREAT  CONCERN,  WE  ARE  NOT  BIOLOGISTS  BUT  WHEN  A  HEARTY  SHELLFISH 
SUCH  AS  A  MUSSEL  DISAPPEARS  THE  POLLUTION  OF  THE  WATERS  THEY  LIVE  IN 
MUST  BE  A  CONTRIBUTING  FACTOR.  WE  LIVE  ON  THE  PINES  RIVER  AND  WE  ENJOY 
TEACHING  OUR  CHILDREN  ABOUT  ALL  THE  LIVING  CREATURES  THAT  SURROUND 
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US  WHETHER  IT  BE  DUCKS,  EGRETS,  HERMIT  CRABS  OR  THE  PREHISTORIC  HORSE 
SHOE  CRAB,  EVERYDAY  CAN  BE  A  LEARNING  EXPERIENCE.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
SEE  OUR  CHILDREN  BE  ABLE  TO  TEACH  THEIR  CHILDREN  ABOUT  THE  WONDERS 
OF  NATURE  JUST  AS  THEY  WERE  TAUGHT  AND  THAT  IS  BY  SHOW  AND  TELL,  BUT 
IF  THE  POLUTTION  ISN"T  PUT  UNDER  CONTROL  THERE  WILL  BE  NOTHING  LEFT 
TO  SHOW.  THE  NEED  TO  PROTECT  OUR  ENVIRONMENT  FROM  FURTHER  DESTRUCTION 
IS  IMPERATIVE  FOR  A  BRIGHT  AND  HEALTHY  TOMORROW  FOR  OUR  CHILDREN. 

WE  DESERVE  THE  PROTECTION  OF  AN  ACEC  JUST  AS  MUCH  AS  THE  SOUTH  SHORE 
AREAS  THAT  ALREADY  HAVE  THEM,  AND  THIS  SECRETARY  HOYTE  IS  WHY  WE  APPEAL 
TO  YOU  TO  PLEASE  HELP  AND  PRESERVE  OUR  AREA  BY  DESIGNATING  THE  BROAD 
SOUND  AREA  AN  AREA  OF  CRITICAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN  FOR  WE  THE  PEOPLE 
WHO  LIVE  HERE  TRULY  KNOW  IT  IS  SO  DESERVING. 

ELAINE  HURLEY,  PRESIDENT 

PINES  RIVERSIDE  ASSOCIATION 
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Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  June  28 ,  1988 

Project  Manager 
Building  1 12N 

N.E.  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  Mb.  022S4 


Dear  Bob: 

As  1  stated  at  our  last  meeting  at  Revere  City  Hall  the  Point 
of  Pines  Yacht  Club  would  like  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  to  respond 
in  writing  regarding  the  following  concerns: 

Erosion 

Fillingrln 

Current 

Accumulation  of  Debree  (due  to  ineffective  flushing) 

We  are  also  very  concerned  regarding  ice  flow,  which  could  seriously 
damage  our  piling  system. 

As  we  also  discussed,  we  currently  contend  with  approximately  a 
5  -  6  knot  current.  The  Yacht  Club  requests  if  this  condition  could  be 
improved  (diminish  current  to  2  -  3  knots)  without  compromising  the 
flashing  of  the  river  it  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Any  increase 
of  current  would  not  be  acceptable. 

The  Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Club  supports  this  project  and  we  feel 
confident  that  all  our  concerns  will  be  addressed. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  assistance  please  feel  free  to  contact 


Sincerely, 

(atfknf  U  i 

Vincent  A.  Piccmni 
Commodore 

Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Club 


G-35 


26  Wadsworth  ive. 
Revere,  Mass.  02151 
July  7.  1988 


Ool.  Thomas  A.  Rhea  RE:  CZHED-DE 

Department  of  the  Army 
1.  X.  Dlv. ,  Corps  of  Xng. 

424  frape lo  Rd. 

Waltham,  Mass.  02254 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

We  are  opposed  to  the  construction  of  a  floodgate 
on  the  point  of  Pines  Beach,  RdVere,  Mass.,  or  contig¬ 
uous  to  it. 


The  point  of  Pines  Beach  on  the  Saugus  River  has 
two  qualities  which  are  rare,  if  not  unique,  in  this 
area.  It  consists  of  fine  granular,  soft  sand.  Because 
of  past  channel  dredging  the  river  at  this  area  provides 
the  only  swimming  at  low  tide. 

Since  the  beach  is  small  the  loss  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  accommodate  a  floodgate  would  be  unaccept¬ 
able.  The  loss  of  any  part  of  this  beach  would  seriously 
diminish  the  quality  of  life  here. 

In  addition  the  floodgate  itself  would  exacerbate 
the  congestion  problems  of  the  point  of  pines.  We  fear 
it  would  become  an  attraction  to  fishing,  loitering  and 
late  night  partying  and  add  to  parking  problems. 


Tours  truly* 


'Bernard  Blume 
Sylvia  Blume 


\ 
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July  12,  1988 


Secretary  James  S.  Hoyte 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Ca abridge  Street 
Boston.  MA  02202 

RE:  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage 
Reduction  Project  -  EAEA  #6497 

Dear  Secretary  Hoyte, 

After  a  thorough  review  as  a  member  of  the  Revere  Conservation  fo—i salon  and 
a  a  amber  of  the  Revere  Citizen  Sheering  Committee  involved  with  the  Pines  River  Pro¬ 
ject,  "I  totally  support  a  Flood  Protection  Plan  such  as  the  Floodgate  allpment  #2, 
that  would  provide  a  high  protection  to  the  Point  of  Pines  and  will  not  effect  the 
Sal  tears has  that  provide  feeding,  spawning,  and  nursery  habitats  for  f Infish  and  shell¬ 
fish. 


And  as  a  member  of  the  Revere  Conservation  Commission  I  totally  support  an  ACEC. 

I  must  also  go  on  record  that  ACEC  should  be  exempt  from  the  Projects  that  are  on  going 
with  the  MDC  and  the  Army  Corps  with  the  City  of  Revere.  These  projects  are  as  follows: 

The  resending  of  Revere  Beach  by  the  MDC.  The  proposed  Saugus  River 
Federal  Navigation  Project,  and  the  proposed  Pines  River  Federal 
Navigation  Project. 

In  summary  Mr.  Secretary  the  above  named  Projects  shall  be  monitored  by  many 
local,  state  and  federal  agencies  and  should  not  be  held  to  a  point  that  would  be 
an  lnreversible  impact  that  would  affect  the  on  going  Projects  thati  would  occur 
under  an  ACEC  designation. 


Yours  in  Conservation, 


John  R.  Marino,  Member 
Revere  Conservation  Commission 

JRM/n 

cc:  George  V.  Colella,  MAYOR  City  of  Revere 
William  Geary,  MDC 
Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen,  USACOE  s-- 
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Planning  Division 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 
July  20,  1988 


Basin  Manageaent  Branch 


CoModors  Tincant  A.  Piccinni 
Point  of  Pinas  Yacht  Club 
2B  Rica  Avanua 
Ravara,  Massachusetts  021  SI 

I 

Dear  Comaodore  Piccinni: 

The  concerns  expressed  in  your  latter  of  June  28,  1988  have  bean  the 
focus  of  a  aajor  effort  by  the  Raw  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 
since  the  start  of  the  floodgate  investigation  during  our  planning 
process.  As  a  result,  the  following  is  provided  to  aunearise  our  findings 
to  date  on  the  changes  in  currents,  erosion  and  sedinentation  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Point  of  Pines'  Yacht  Club. 

The  construction  of  any  floodgate  structure  proposed  as  part  of  the 
Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  would  change  the  current  patterns 
within  a  few  hundred  feet  upstreaa  and  downstreae  f roe  the  structure.  At 
this  stage  of  planning,  we  have  eininixed  these  changes  by  providing  a 
cross  sectional  opening  ( below  nean  aea  level)  through  the  structure 
nearly  equal  to  the  existing  cross  section  at  the  south  of  the  Saugus 
River  and  by  locating  the  botton  of  the  gates  near  the  botton  of  the 
river.  In  addition,  the  aajority  of  the  flushing  gates  have  been  placed 
north  of  the  aain  navigation  channel,  away  froa  the  aore  easily  erodible 
south  side  of  the  channel.  Thie  placeaent  would  likely  reduce  velocities 
on  the  south  side,  although  it  would  likely  create  an  area  for  potential 
shoaling.  The  area  within  close  proxiaity  of  the  gates  would  be 
protected  froa  erosion  with  riprap.  A  preliainary  layout  of  the  plan  is 
provided  for  your  inforaation. 

• 

Flushing  and  current  estiaates  have  been  developed  for  both  the 
existing  and  proposed  conditions  throughout  the  estuary.  There  would  be 
an  iaperceptible  change  in  the  flushing  capability  of  the  estuary.  The 
gated  openings  would  be  designed  to  schieve  a  criteria  of  no  significant 
inpacts  to  navigation  or  flushing.  There  should  be  an  insignificant 
change  in  velocities  near  your  docking  facilities.  Currents  and  ice 
carrying  capacity  aay  change  slightly  in  the  aain  channel  as  would 
shoaling  and  ice  aoveaeat  toward  the  southern  side  of  the  Saugus  River 
Floodgates.  Assuaing  this  plan  is  approved,  further  detailed  current 
aeasureaents  would  be  conducted  near  the  locations  of  the  proposed 
structure.  More  accurate  two-diaensional,  coaputer  aodelling  would  then 
be  used  to  deteraine  exact  changes  in  localised  currents,  erosion, 
sediaentation  patterns,  ice  aoveaent  and  gate  sixes  and  locations  during 
the  design  phase  of  the  project  which  is  scheduled  to  begin  late  in  1989. 
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II*  «iil  ksap  la  touch  nith  your  organisation  to  idantify  potential 
problaaa  and  solutions  to  rsducs  aay  impacts  aa  acre  analysis  is 
coaplatad.  If  you  hava  aay  questions  plaaaa  fas 1  fraa  to  call  aa  at 
61 7-647-8508,  or  Bob  Bunt,  tbs  project  aanager  at  647-B216. 

Siacsrely, 


Baclosura 
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5^  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

JO  WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 

JjSSSr  kh*to  July  26,  1988 

»T? ,1.1  O*.  0* 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Ms.  Blaine  Burley,  President 
Pines  Riverside  Association 
21  River  Avenue 
Revere,  Massachusetts  02151 

Dear  Ms.  Hurley: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  recent  latter  requesting  that  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  sork  closely  with  the  Conaonsealth* s  Coastal  Zone  Manageeent 
(CZM)  Office  for  the  potential  designation  of  the  Broad  Sound  area  as  an 
Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC). 

The  project  manager,  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  has  been  in  contact  recently 
sith  Mr.  Brad  Barr,  ACEC  Coordinator  for  CZM  to  discuss  the  prospects  of 
ACEC  and  coordination  of  Corps'  projects.  The  Corps  and  Mr.  Barr  fully 
realize  the  support  for  both  the  ACEC  and  Corps  projects  voiced  at  the 
June  23,  1988  ACEC  Public  Hearing.  Re  sill  be  coordinating  our  programs 
prior  to,  and  if  the  ACEC  is  designated,  follosing  Secretary  Hoyts' s 
August  22,  1988  decision  on  the  ACEC  nomination. 

The  Corps  of  Engineers  supports  the  protection  or  setlands  and  has  a 
responsibility  for  doing  so  at  the  national  level.  I  believe,  as  you  do, 
that  protection  of  the  estuarine  resource  and  the  Corps  Projects  can  be 
developed  together. 

I  appreciate  all  the  assistance  and  support  that  you  have  provided 
since  the  start  of  ’*•••'  re  projects  and  especially  as  a  member  of  the 
Saugus  River  and  Tnbuca,ies  Citizen  Steering  Committee.  Tour  continued 
help  sill  nos  be  needed  even  more  in  an  effort  to  assure  that  both 
programs  successfully  accomplish  their  goals. 

Thank  you  for  your  latter.  If  you  have  any  additional  questions, 
please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8220,  or  Mr.  Hunt,  the  project 
manager,  at  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Brad  Barr 

ACEC  Coordinator 

Coastal  Zone  Management 

100  Cambridge  Street  -  20th  Floor 

Boston,  MA  02202 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

October  7,  1988 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Honorable  George  V.  Colei  la 
Havor  of  Revere 
City  Hall 

Revere*  Massachusetts  02151 
Dear  Mayor  Colei  la: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Oamage 
Reduction  Study  and  to  co nfirm  the  reouest  to  Hr.  Frank  String i  and  Hr. 
Paul  Cacciola  to  join  the  Corps  on  October  18*  1988  for  a  field  review  of 
the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  project  area  followed  by  an  Issue 
Resolution  Conference  for  the  project  on  October  19th.  The  purpose  of  the 
Conference  is  to  discuss  formulation  of  the  project  and  issues  with  our 
Washington  level  review  staff  and  project  sponsors  before  the  draft  report 
is  distributed  for  public  review  in  January  1989.  The  review  staff  will 
represent  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Arsy*  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers 
and  Harbors  and  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  A  sajor  issue  to  be 
discussed  will  be  whether  the  Corps  can  accept  the  responsibility  to 
operate  and  saintain  the  Floodgate  structure. 

An  Agenda*  Project  Fact  Sheet  and  Position  Paper  on  the  0&M  issue  are 
attached.  If  you  have  any  guest  ions*  please  feel  free  to  call  *e  at 
617-647-8599*  or  the  project  sanager*  Hr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  at  647-8216. 

Sincerely* 


Enclosures 


Copies  Furnished: 

Mr.  Frank  Stringi*  Director 
Dept,  of  Planning  and  Cossunity 
Oevetopaent 
City  Hall 
Revere.  HA  02151 

Hr.  Paul  Cacciola 
Engineering  Department 
City  Hall 
Revere.  HA  02151 
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Department 
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November  22,  1988 


City  of 
Revere 

Massachusetts 

George  V.  Colella 

Mayor 


Mr.  Robert  Hunt,  CENED-PL-BC 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Bob: 

Please  find  attached  copies  of  correspondence  with  Coastal 
Zone  Management  regarding  Ch.  589  relative  to  the  protection  of 
the  Massachusetts  Coastline.  My  interpretation  of  this  act  is 
that  it  was  designed  to  support  state  funding  under  the  Coastal 
Facilities  Program  which  is  authorized  out  of  the  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Office.  Since  the  state  sponsor  for  the  regional 
plan  will  be  the  MDC,  this  act  may  not  apply  and  special 
legislation  would  be  necessary  to  support  the  costs  required 
from  the  MDC  to  participate  in  the  regional  plan.  If  this  is 
the  case,  new  legislation  for  state  participation  in  the 
regional  plan  can  be  tailored  to  include  shoreline  protection 
that  ties  in  the  regional  plan  to  the  Revere  Beach  erosion 
control  plan,  exempting  the  private  lands  held  between  the  two 
projects . 

As  was  discussed,  a  meeting  will  be  arranged  to  include  the 
state  sponsor  (MDC),  the  areas  legislative  delegation.  Mayor 
Colella,  and  yourself  to  discuss  this  scenario. 


Frank  Stringi 
Director  DPCD 


FS/jfp 

e»  Mayor  Gaorga  V.  Colalla 
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Bolton,  isflaixte/iuietL  02202 


July  11,1986 


Mr.  Frank  Stringi 

Revere  Community  Development  Office 
Revere  City  Hall 
Revere,  MA  02151 

Mr.  Stringi: 

This  letter  is  a  follow-up  to  the  meeting  with  Revere  officials  and 
representatives  from  Senator's  Doris  Office  with  Coastal  Zone  Management 
Office  representatives  on  July  9,1986  concerning  possible  funding  options 
for  the  Point  of  Pines  Plood  Prevention  Project. 

Possible  options  discussed  for  partial  funding  of  this  project  included 
the  Coastal  Facilities  Improvement  Program  (CFIP)  and  the  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Program. 

The  Coastal  Facilities  Improvement  Program  is  a  50Z  reimbursement  program 
for  the  construction,  rawc.istruction  and  rehabilitation  of  harbor  and 
waterfront  f acilitier .  ’Trh«  project  described  by  Revere  representatives  fit 
all  the  eligibility  criteria  of  CFIP  except  the  public  ownership  and 
maintenance  provision  as  required  by  statute.  Thus,  CFIP  cannot  entertain 
an  application  for  funding. 

The  Rivers  and  Harbors  program  is  administered  by  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Management,  Division  of  Waterways.  The  criteria  for  this 
program  is  somewhat  different  than  CFIP.  It  was  suggested  that  the 
representatives  from  Revere  should  contact  DEM's  Division  of  Waterways  for 
a  definitive  answer  on  eligibility  and  funding  criteria. 

e 

Coastal  Zone  Management  understands  the  financial  concerns  that  a  major 
undertaking  such  as  this  project  places  on  a  community.  We  wish  that  we 
could  be  more  supportive  with  the  programs  that  we  administer  but  as  you 
see  we  ere  limited  by  legislation.  If  we  can  be  of  any  assistance  in  your 
dealings  with  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  please  let  us  know. 


Marianne  Connolly  (j 

Legislative  Liaison  ^ 


cc:  Senator  Doris 

Thomas  McShane,  EOEA 
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Jim  O'Connell  and  Marvanne  Connolly  from  the 
Coastal  Zone  Management  Of f ice'  (  ‘-9530  )  ;  Frank 
String!,  Director  of  Revere  Planning  anc  Community 
Development;  Mayor  George  Colella;  Paul  Dawiey 
from  Senator  "Doris  1  office. 


The  meeting  was  set  up  by  Senator  Doris’  office,  at  the 
request  of  Mayor  Colella  (see  attached  letter  of  June  3,  1986). 
The  major  issue  the  Revere  officials  brought  up  was  the  City's 
inability  to  pay  $1.75  million,  which  would  be  their  share 
under  new  federal  guidelines  for  coastal  flood  protection 
projects.  These  guidelines  increase  local  cost  sharing  to  35* 
of  the  total  construction  cost. 


The  Coastal  Zone  Management  officials  discussed  several  alter¬ 
native  sources  of  funding: 

A.  )  They  advised  the  Revere  officials  to  contact  the  Army 

Corps  of  Engineers  for  reconsideration  of  100%  funding. 

They  stressed  that  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  current 
refusal  to  fund  100%  of  the  project  is  policy  NOT  regulation, 
and  that  a  possible  grandfather  clause  could  be  suggested, 
allowing  projects  such  as  Revere ' s  to  carry  over  the 
100%  funding.  They  also  brought  up  the  fact  that  since 
all  houses  of  the  Point  of  Pines  residents  are  covered 
under  the  federal  flood  insurance  program,  if  this  flood 
protection  is  not  provided,  then  the  federal  government 
will  end  up  paying  as  a  result  of  damages. 

B. )  Rivers  and  Harbors  program  under  the  Division  of  Waterways. 

CONTACT:  Elizabeth  Powers  at  7-8893 

This  state-funded  program  would  finance  up  to  50%  of  the 
city's  responsibility  to  the  project.  Currently,  Senate 
bill  1748  (attached  with  S.  1836)  is  pending,  which  would 
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provide  for  a  capital  outlay  program  for  natural  resources 
which  could  possibly  fund  projects  such  as  this. 


C.)  Coastal  Facilities  Improvement  Program 

This  state-funded  program  would  also  finance  up  tc  50% 
of  the  city’s  responsibility  to  the  project. 


***  A  very  important  issue  emerges  from  these  last  two  sources 
of  state  funding.  The  Point  of  Pines  Beach  is  a  private 
beach  operated  and  deeded  to  the  Pines  Beach  Association 
(residents  pay  $25  dues  per  year  as  members,  according  to 
Frank  Stringi).  The  state  will  not  fund  improvements  to 
private  beaches  or  waterfronts. 


CHAPTER  589  OF  THE  j&TS  OF  1983  (attached),  AN 
I  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 

<  COASTLINE,  defines  •'public*  as  any  structure  or 

/  land  owned  and  maintained  by  a  coastal  city  or 

s _  town  or  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Maryanne  Connolly  asked  the  Revere  officials  if  it  were 
possible  for  the  Pines  community  to  open  up  the  beach,  making 
it  public,  in  return  for  the  flood  protection  funding.  The 
Mayor  and  Frank  Stringi  both  answered  negatively,  citing  parking 
problems  along  with  a  projected  outrage  by  the  citizens. 


D.  )  The  other  alternative  discussed  was  for  special  legislation 
to  be  filed  excluding  the  private  Pines  Beach  from  the 
restrictions  under  the  Chapter  589  provision  for  public 
beaches.  The  officials  from  the  Coastal  Zone  Management 
office  recognized  the  difficulty  in  passing  such  legislation. 


To  conclude,  the  Mayor  stated  he  would  investigate  these 
alternatives.  Maryanne  Connolly  told  me  that  she  would  send 
our  office  all  related  correspondence. 
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Chap.  J>£3. 


AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PROTECTION  C' 
THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COASTLINE. 


Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  act  would  tend  to 
defeat  its  purpose,  which  is  to  immediately  provide  more  compre¬ 
hensive  protection  to  the  Massachusetts  coastline,  therefore  it  :s 
hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law.  necessary  for  ; e 
immediate  preservation  of  the  public  convenience. _ 


CHAPTER  21F. 

COASTAL  FACILITIES  IMPROVEMENT. 

Section  1 .  The  purposes  of  this  chapter  are: 

(a)  to  ensure  that  adequate  and  well-maintained  public  t a c ; I . - 
ties  exist  to  support  the  commonwealth's  fishing,  marine,  tour-st. 
and  recreational  industry  in  the  coastal  tone; 

(b)  to  provide  flexible  and  affordable  financial  programs  for 
the  commonwealth  s  coastal  cities  and  towns  so  that  they  can  plan 

construct,  reconstruct,  maintain  and  improve  public  coastal 
facilities; 

(c)  to  improve  planning  for  coastal  facilities  consistent  with 
the  policies  of  the  executive  office  of  environmental  affairs; 

(d)  to  encourage  greater  cost  sharing  between  the  public  and 
users  of  public  facilities  financed  with  public  funds. 

Section_2.  As  used  in  this  chapter,  the  following  words  shall, 
unless  the  context  clearly  requires  otherwise,  have  the  followmc 
meanings: - 

Harbor  facility",  any  existing  or  proposed  public  dredged 
channel,  spoil  disposal  area,  bulkheads,  ripraps,  piers,  wharves, 
fill,  docks,  floats,  beaches  or  other  structures  used  for  fishing, 
marine  industry,  or  commerce,  marine  recreations  or  public 
access  purposes. 

Waterfront  facility",  public  upland  platforms,  public  builcmgs 
containing  harbor  related  facilities  or  public  spaces  or  structures 
used  for  fish  or  vessel  and  related  equipment  handling  or  stor¬ 
age.  and  parking  facilities  and  walkways  necessary  for  access  to 
saidjacalerfront  facility. 

^-{PubU^I  any  structure  or  land  owned  and  maintained  by  a 
coastal  city  or  town  or  by  the  commonwealth. 

Improvements",  a  project  or  undertaking  involving  the  plann- 
engineering,  repair,  construction  or  reconstruction  of 
harbor  or  waterfront  facilities. 

Card  program",  the  state  Commercial  Area  Revitalization 

District  program  established  under  chapter  forty  D. 

Substandard  condition",  physical  deterioration,  faulty  arrange¬ 
ment  or  design,  overcrowding,  lack  of  access,  or  other  factors 
which  cause  the  condition  of  a  harbor  or  waterfront  facility  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  safety,  health,  morals,  welfare  or 
sound  growth  of  a  coastal  city  or  town. 


wvi  pert  c'-.w  ,  ^ s  _it;  i>:e  -.r  ~..- 

ir-c»;lr  ifli  uses  and  sc  us  .7.  r  •  .<  I  c .nci*  will:  t;.c 
Cures  established  by  the  C/eoar tcien:  o ■  Environment.-!.  Oc.’ 
Engineering  under  chapter  ninety-one 

Special  assistance  development  area  .  an  area  identiriec  :•>. 
the  Executive  office  of  environmental  aifjirs  uncer  cnac,::“- 
twenty-one  A,  having  special  development  needs  and  sionn.c.-.. 
resource  areas  which  have  development  potential  such  as  m 
ports,  harbors  and  recreational  areas. 

Section  3.  The  executive  office  of  environmental  affairs  shall 
define  the  terms  "coastal  city  or  town"  and  shall  designate  such 
cities  and  towns  as  sq  qualifying  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
eligibility  for  project  assistance. 

Section  4.  Any  coastal  city  or  town,  acting  by  and  through 
its  mayor  in  the  case  of  a  city,  the  town  manager  in  a  town 
having  a  town  council  form  of  government  and  the  board  of 
selectmen  in  any  other  town,  may  apply  to  the  secretary  of 
environmental  affairs  for  assistance  to  undertake  a  harbor  or 
waterfront  improvement.  An  application  for  assistance  uncer 
this  chapter  shall  represent  no  more  than  fifty  per  cent  cf  the 
estimated  total  cost  of  the  improvement  and  in  no  case  shall 
exceed  one  million  dollars.  The  commonwealth  shall  reimburse  no 
more  than  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  total  to  a 
city  or  town  applying  for  funding  for  more  than  one  harbor  or 
waterfront  project.  The  secretary  of  environmental  affairs  is 
authorized  to  utilize  seventy  per^  cent  of  the  funding  provided 
for  in  this  chapter,  for  public  facilities  used  primarily  for  com¬ 
mercial  purposes. 

Said  applicant  must  provide  a  cash  or  mkmd  match  with  a 
value  equal  to  at  least  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  or  the 
improvement  which  may  originate  from  any  source  including 
grants,  bequests,  gifts,  or  contribution  by  the  federal,  staie  or 
municipal  government  or  by  an  individual,  corporation  or  associa¬ 
tion  . 

Section  5.  To  qualify  for  assistance  under  this  chapter,  a 
city  or  town  shall  comply  with  the  following  conditions: 

(a)  the  improvement  will  be  public  for  the  duration  of  ar.v 
debt  obligation  incurred  by  the  commonwealth  relative  to  such 
assistance  pursuant  to  regulations  to  be  adopted  pursuant  tc  this 
chapter  and  shall  be  used  principally  for  fishing,  shellfishing, 
marine  commerce  or  industry,  or  for  marine  recreation  or  public 
access  purposes; 

(b)  the  project  site  has  been  determined  by  the  executive 
office  of  environmental  affairs,  to  be  in  substandard  conditions 
or  is  located  within  an  approved  Commercial  Area  Revitalization 
District  or  within  a  designated' port  area  or  an  area  designated 
as  a  special  assistance  development  area  by  the  Massachusetts 

coastal  zone  management  program  within  the  executive  office  of 
environmental  affairs; 

(c)  that  the  city  or  town  may  seek  to  obtain  reasonable  fees 
from  users  of  the  improvement  or  related  facilities,  that  this 
income  will  be  committed  to  the  operation,  maintenance,  manage¬ 
ment  and,  if  required,  the  retirement  of  any  debt  incurred 
under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter. 
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develop?'.!  by  the  secret. iry  of  cnvii  enmcntal  .iff. m  s  to  ir:o.e ri-, t 
this  chapter  which  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to  trie  'crow¬ 
ing  findings  : 

(a)  the  proposed  improvement  will  serve  the  public  mte-rst 
and  is  consistent  with  community  wide  needs  and  priorities; 

(b)  the  project  v/ill  have  a  significant  economic  impact  or.  *.uc 
fishing,  marine,  commercial  or 'industrial,  recreation  or  tour  s: 
industry  or  provide  significant  public  benefits, 

(c)  there  is  a  clear'need  for  the  improvement: 

f d )  the  improvement  is  consistent  with  the  guidelines  set  bv 
the~executive  office  of  environmental  affairs  and  that  all  rcqu-r**d 
local,  state  and  federal  permits,  approvals  and  licenses,  e 
been  sought  or  obtained  in  the  case  of  an  improvement  rccu''ino 
such; 

(e)  the  funds  required  to  complete  the  total  improvement  ,ve 
or  will  be  secured; 

ff)  the  application  for  assistance  has  been  approved  b\  t-e 
mayor  in  the  case  of  a  city,  the  town  manager  in  a  town  r  .iv  tr.q 
a  town  counsel  form  of  government  and  the  board  of  selectmen  in 
any  other  town; 

fg)  funds  shall  not  be  used  for  dredging  projects. 

Section  7.  In  addition  to  the  conditions  and  requirements  set 
forth  in  this  chapter,  the  executive  office  of  environmental 
affairs  shall  promulgate  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are  deemed 
necessary  to  effectuate  the  purpose  of  this  chapter. 

SECTION  19A.  The  department  of  environmental  management 
is  hereby  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven 
million  dollars  for  the  development  and  associated  costs  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  establishment  at  Long  Wharf  in  the  city  of  Boston 
of  a  mainland  access  point  and  waterfront  component  of  the 
Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park  and  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
into  agreement  with  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  the 
city  of  Boston  for  development  and  associated  costs  in  connection 
therewith . 


SECTION  41,  To  meet  the  expenditures  necessary  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  section  nineteen  and  nineteen  A  of  this 
act,  the  state  treasurer  shall,  upon  request  of  the  governor 
issue  and  sell  bonds  of  the  commonwealth  to  an  amount  to  be 
specified  by  the  governor  fronutime  to  time,  but  not  exceeding, 
in  the  aggregate,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  million  dollars.  All 
bonds  issued  by  the  commonwealth,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  desig¬ 
nated  on  their  face.  Public  Piers  Reimbursement  Loan,  Act  of 
1983,  and  shall  be  issued  for  such  maximum  term  of  years,  not 
exceeding  twenty  years,  as  the  governor  may  recommend  to  the 
general  court  pursuant  to  Section  3  of  Article  LMI  of  the  Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth;  provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  all  such  bonds  shall  be  payable  not  later  than  June 
thirtieth,  two  thousand  and  eight. 

Bonds  and  interest  thereon  issued  under  the  authority  of  this 
section  shall,  notwithstanding  any  other  provisions  of  this  act. 
be  general  obligations  of  the  commonwealth. 
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SECTION  42.  The  state  treasurer  m.jv  borrow  c 

time  on  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth  such  sums  o?  monc-.  js 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  paxnents  authe-  i’b 
by  section  nineteen  of  this  act  and  may  issue  and  renew  •••pm 
time  to  time  notes  of  the  commonwealth  therefor,  bearing  mtc-est 
payable  at  such  time  and  at  such  rates  as  shall  be  fixed  bv  the 
state  treasurer.  Such  notes  shall  be  issued  and  may  be  renewed 
one  or  more  times  for  ,such  terms,  not  exceeding  one  \ear.  .is 
the  governor  inay  recommend  to  the  general  court  in  accordance 

with  Section  3  of  Article  LXII  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  the  final  maturities  of  such  notes, 
whether  original  or  renewal,  shall  not  be  later  than  June  thir¬ 
tieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Notes  and  interest  thereon  issued  under  the  authority  of  this 
section,  notwithstanding  any  other  provisions  of  this  act.  shall 
be  general  obligations  of  the  commonwealth. 

Approved  December  17,  19S3 


GK4  IjG 


TOWN  OF  SAUGUS 


Ulmmt  of  j&auguB 

TOWN  HALL 

SAUGUS.  MASSACHUSETTS  01906 
(017)  233-7000 


TOWN  MANAGER 


Sept.  9,  1961 


Colonel  C.E.  Edgar,  III 

Division  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

New  England  Division 

I4 24  Trapelo  Rd. 

Waltham,  Mass.  02154 


Dear  Col.  Edgar: 


In  the  blizzard  of  1978*  several  hundred  homes  and  businesses 
experienced  tidal  flooding  in  the  Bristow  St.  and  Ballard  St. 
areas  of  Saugus.  Mapping  of  areas  flooded  were  previously 
provided  to  Mr.  Robert  Hunt  of  your  staff. 

I  would  appreciate  the  Corps  initiating  an  investigation  for 
solutions  to  our  flooding  problem  under  the  Corps'  Continuing 
Authority  of  Section  205  of  the  194®  Flood  Control  Act,  as  amended. 

For  additional  information,  please  contact  Mr.  Dennis  Roy, 
of  the  Town's  Engineering  Department,  at  233-7000,  Ext.  50. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in  this  matter. 


Sincerely, 


Norman  B.  Hansen 
Temporary  Town  Manager 


NBH/c 
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Paul  9.  ibtutfrnuk 

TOWN  MAMAGCJI 


Qtaum  of  &OU0UO 

TOWN  HALL 

SAUGUS.  MASSACHUSETTS  01906 

(A  17)  233-7373 


April  23,  1985 


Colonel  Carl  6.  Sciple 
Division  Engineer 
New  England  Division 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Colonel  Sciple: 

1  am  pleased  that  the  Coastal  Flood  Protection  Study,  which 
I  formally  requested,  will  be  resumed.  The  March  6,  1985, 
meeting  with  Messrs.  Arthur  F.  Doyle  and  Robert  G.  Hunt  of 
your  staff  was  very  informative.  I  understand  that  flood 
protection  may  still  be  a  possibility  for  the  hundreds  of 
homes  and  businesses  in  Saugus  flooded  in  the  Blizzard  of 
1978. 

1  support  continuing  the  investigation  under  your  authority 
for  the  Southeastern  New  England  study  and  look  forward  to 
working  with  you  to  develop  a  flood  control  project. 


Sincerely, 


Paul  T.  Rabchenuk 
Town  Manager 


dmp 

cc:  Congressman  Mavroulas 
Senator  Kerry 
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February  12,  1986 


Engineering  -  Water  Control 


Mr.  Paul  T.  Rabchenuk 
Town  Manager 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
Dear  Mr.  Rabchenuk: 

This  letter  will  provide  you  with  an  update  of  flood 
level  studies  and  preliminary  recommendations  that  could 
influence  local  decisions  in  your  community.  This  re¬ 
lates  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers  current  investigation  of 
coastal  flood  protection  for  Revere,  Saugus  and  Lynn, 
Massachusetts.  Our  current  studies  include  aore  refined 
analysis  of  tidal  flooding  than  has  been  accoaplished  in 
the  past. 

Over  the  past  year  we  have  been  engaged  in  detailed 
investigations  such  as  tide  gaging,  numerical  modelling, 
and  gathering  of  historic  high  watermark  levels  through¬ 
out  Broad  sound,  Lynn  Harbor  and  the  open  tidal  reaches 
of  the  Pines  and  Saugus  Rivers.  Flood  level  estimates 
several  years  ago,  based  on  scant  data,  indicated  that 
the  Stillwater  tide  level  during  the  "Blizzard  of  '78* 
(about  a  100-year  event)  was  between  8  and  9  feet,  NGVD 
in  the  open  tidal  reaches  of  the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers. 
This  preliminary  data  was  used  by  others  in  preparation 
of  the  Lynn  and  Revere  Flood  Insurance  studies.  More 
recent  data  indicates  that  ocean  storm  surges  are  effec¬ 
tively  conveyed  up  the  open  tidal  areas  of  these  rivers 
and  the  1978  Stillwater  level  appears  to  be  aore  likely 
in  the  range  of  9  to  10  feet,  NGVD.  Based  upon  this  new 
information,  I  suggest  it  would  be  good  policy  that 
buildings  to  be  constructed  in  these  open  tidal  areas 
have  first  floor  levels  not  less  than  10  feet,  NGVD  and 
substantially  higher  where  any  wave  action  could  exist. 

The  determination  of  stage  frequency  relationships 
for  individual  neighborhoods  is  a  complex  process  in¬ 
volving  tidal  hydraulic  and  local  drainage  considera¬ 
tions.  These  studies  which  will  be  conducted  over  the 
next  year  will  be  made  available  to  you  upon  completion. 
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A  copy  of  this  letter  is  being  forwarded  to  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  in  Boston,  They  will 
determine  if  any  revisions  to  existing  Flood  Insurance 
Studies  are  necessary  after  publication  of  our  final  re¬ 
sults.  Should  you  have  questions  regarding  these  flood 
level  studies  please  contact  me  at  $17-647-8220  or  Mr. 
Charles  Wener,  Chief  of  our  Hydraulics  and  Water  Quality 
Section  at  617-647-8686. 


Sincerely , 


Thomas  A.  Rhen 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 


Copy  Furnished: 

Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
J.  w.  McCormack  Post  Office  and 
Courthouse  Building,  Room  462 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 

Mr.  Dennis  Roy 
Town  Engineer 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 


H-  3a 


October  27,  1986 


To:  Colonel  Thomas  Rhen 
Division  Engineer 

New  England  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Subject:  Flood  Control  Project  Plans  for  the  Saugus  River 


Dc&x*  sir* 

'We,  the  residents  of  the  lower  Shute  brook  area,  would  like  to  support 
the  flood  gate  control  option  for  the  Saugus  River  over  the  levee  alternative 
for  lower  East  Saugus. 

Our  area  is  classified  by  FEMA  as  a  A  4  flood  zone  (  Special  Flood  Hazard  ) 
and  the  pictures  enclosed  show  the  potential  for  flooding  from  this  brook.  Large 
amounts  of  rain  coinciding  with  high  tides  cause  the  brook  to  backup  to  the  west 
of  Central  St.  .  According  to  one  of  your  staff  engineers,  the  use  of  flood  gates 
on  the  Saugus  River  during  high  tides  in  a  high  rainfall  period  e.g.  (hurricane) 
would  alleviate  the  tidal  influence  on  Shute  brook  and  therefore  greatly  reduce 
the  potential  severe  flooding  for  our  area. 

Needless  to  say,  a  levee  system  alternative  would  provide  no  protection 
from  flooding  from  Shute  brook.  Therefore,  please  consider  the  residents  along 
Shute  brook  when  you  make  the  final  decision.  If  I  can  be  of  any  future  assistance 
please  contact  me. 


Sincerely, 


Richard  Mytkowicz 
24  Emory  St. 
Saugus,  MA  01906 

Tel.  #  wk.  565-7030 


cc  Paula  Newcomb,  Saugus  Community  Planner 
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Supporters  of  flood  gate  control  option  for  the  Saugus  River 


ADDRESS 
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Ce  &kz. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


mn.»fo 

ATTtNTlON  Of 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


February  6,  1987 


Mr.  Paul  T.  Rabchenuk 
Town  Manager 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
Dear  Mr.  Rabchenuk: 

The  enclosed  draft  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  for  the 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  is 
provided  for  your  review.  As  discussed  between  Ms.  Paula  Newcomb  of 
your  staff  and  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  I  would 
appreciate  if  you  would  arrange  a  meeting,  preferably  by  February  20, 
to  go  over  the  ENF  and  project  options  with  Mr.  Hunt. 

Please  invite  anyone  you  feel  is  needed  at  the  meeting.  I  would 
encourage  you  to  invite  those  persons  identified  as  candidates  for 
the  Citizen  Committee,  shown  on  the  attached  list. 

The  Project  Proponent  signature  page  (11)  has  been  prepared  for 
Ms.  Newcomb's  signature  as  she  requested.  During  the  meeting,  I 
would  appreciate  the  signature  page  be  completed  in  order  to  expedite 
filing  of  the  Public  Notice  of  Environmental  Review  followed  by 
forwarding  of  the  ENF  to  the  MEPA  Unit  of  the  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs. 

For  your  information,  a  binder  of  all  Project  Correspondence  to 
date  has  been  provided  to  Ms.  Newcomb. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Hunt  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Ms.  Paula  Newcomb,  Town  Planner 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
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Citizens 1  Coordinating  Committee  Candidates 


SAUGUS 


Ms.  Paula  Newcomb 
Director 

Planning  and  Community  Development 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
233-8811 


Mr.  Robert  Lavoie 

Saugus  Board  of  Selectmen 

Town  Hall 

Saugus,  MA  01906 

233-1108  (Ballard  Restaurant) 


Mr.  Chris  Ciampa 
President 

Italian  Civic  Association 
Saugus  Appeals  Board 
Saugus  Town  Meeting  Member 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
233-9096 


Mr.  Stanley  Green 
Saugus  Action  Volunteers 
For  the  Environment 
Saugus  Planning  Board 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
233-3097 


(Alt.)  Mr.  Dennis  Roy 

Town  Engineer 

Saugus  Planning  Board 

Town  Hall 

Saugus,  MA  01906 

233-7004 


Ms.  Ann  Cyros 

Saugus  Conservation  Commission 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
233-7291 


Mr.  Michael  Favalle 
Civil  Defense  Director 
23  Pevwell  Drive 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
233-8773  (H) 

271-5052  (W) 


Mr.  Vincent  Cicolini 
Harbor  Master 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
233-7111 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


HfHVfO 
_  ,  VTiNTOM Of 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


February  19,  1987 


Mr.  Dennis  Roy 
Town  Engineer 
Saugus  Planning  Board 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  sit  on  the  Citizens'  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  as  recommended  by  your  town  officials. 

As  you  know,  a  meeting  is  being  arranged  to  discuss  the  study  and 
describe  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal  flooding.  Your 
assistance  would  be  needed  to  help  us  understand  and  resolve  issues, 
improve  the  exchange  of  information  between  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  public  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

Your  town  officials  requested  I  provide  you  the  attached  draft 
Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF) .  Your  understanding  of  the 
information  in  the  ENF  is  important  as  this  matter  will  be  discussed 
at  the  meeting. 

The  enclosed  "Project  Correspondence”  binder  presents  the  initial 
concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on  the 
options  being  considered.  Also  enclosed  is  a  "Project  Information" 
binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the  investigation. 
Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated  over  the  course  of 
the  study.  These  enclosures  help  define  the  issues  facing  us. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8220  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Division  Engineer 

Enclosures 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mr.  Norman  B.  Hansen 
Acting  Town  Manager 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
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TOWN  OP  SAUGUS 

Siailar  letters  seat  to  the  following: 


Hr.  Norman  B.  Hansen 
Acting  Town  Manager 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  HA  01906 

Ms.  Paula  Newcomb 
Director 

Planning  and  Commit?  Development 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  HA  01906 

Hr.  Robert  Lavoie 
Saugus  Board  of  Selectmen 
128  Ballard  Street 
Saugus,  HA  01906 

Hr.  Chris  Ciaapa 
President 

Italian  Civic  Association 
9  Guild  Rd. 

Saugus,  HA  01906 

Mr.  Stanley  E.  Green 
Saugus  Action  Volunteers 
for  the  Environanent 
149  Main  Street 
Saugus,  HA  01906 

Mr.  Dennis  Roy 
Town  Engineer 
Saugus  Planning  Board 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 

Ms.  Ann  Cyros 

Saugus  Conservation  Coaaission 
14  Orchard  Ave. 

Saugus ,  MA  01906 

Mr.  Michael  Favalle 
Civil  Defense  Director 
22  Pevwell  Drive 
Saugus,  MA  01906 

Mr.  Vincent  Cicolini 
Harbor  Master 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
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QJntmt  of  &uuptfi 

TOWN  HALL 

SAUGUS,  MASSACHUSETTS  01906 
(617)  233.7000 


Norman  B.  Hansen 

TOWN  MANAOKN 

March  9,  198? 


Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen 
Division  Engineer,  Planning  Division 
N.  E.  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 
A2A  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  MA  0225A-91A9 

SUBJECT:  SAUGUS  RIVER  FLOOD  CONTROL 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

Last  week,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  an 
interesting  session  conducted  by  Robert  G.  Hunt, 

Project  Manager,  pertaining  to  the  Saugus  River  Flood 
Control  Study.  It  was  extreemly  informative,  and  I 
would  like  to  offer  the  Town's  wholehearted  support  in 
this  project. 

We  are  particularly  interested  in  the  phase  shown  in 
the  presentation  as  the  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plans  which  offers  the  most  protection  for  a 
larger  number  of  businesses  and  homes. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  our  Engineer,  Dennis 
Roy,  on  behalf  of  the  Town,  signed  the  Environmental 
Notification  Form  and  will  be  the  Town's  contact  man. 

Sincerely, 

A/rU~*n/  /M**-***/ 

Norman  B.  Hansen 
Temporary  Town  Manager 

dmp 

cc:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Steering  Committee 
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®nnm  of  &au§UB 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

SAUGUS,  MASS.  01 90S 


March  30,  1987 


Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen 
Division  Engineer 

New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  Mass.  02254-9149 


Dear  Colonel  Rhen, 

After  attending  a  meeting  of  candidates  for  Saugus  Citizen's 
Steering  Committee  and  camparing  the  three  options  developed 
for  your  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study,  clearly  the  most  viable 
option  is  number  3,  Regional  Saugus  River  Flood  Gate  Plan.  Not 
only  does  this  plan  disturb  less  wetland  area  and  leave  the  banks 
of  the  Saugus  River  undisturbed,  it  affords  protection  to  a  far 
greater  number  of  homes  as  well  as  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Saugus 
River,  particularly  the  Shute  Brook  area. 

I  have  presented  a  brief  summary  of  the  study  to  the  members  of 
the  Saugus  Conservation  Commission.  There  are  some  concerns  which 
the  Commission  feels  should  be  addressed  in  any  environmental  study 
done  for  the  project . 

1.  What  effect  will  entrapment  of  fresh  water  run-off  have  on  the 
delicate  ecology  of  the  saltmarsh  while  the  gates  are  closed 
during  storm  surges  and  peak  high  tides? 

2.  Because  of  the  potential  for  increasing  development  in  this 
resource  area  by  a  lowering  of  the  flood  level  designation, 
the  Commission  would  strongly  urge  the  undeveloped  flood-plain 
be  protected,  possibly  through  land-taking  by  eminent  domain. 

3.  Exploration  of  the  possibility  of  utilizing  the  water  power 
produced  during  use  of  the  flood  gates. 

Thanking  you  for  you*  cooperation  in  this  matter,  we  are 


Sincerely, 

S-i-  Af. 


^jjne^yro^.  Commissioner 
^Frank  McKinnon,  Chairman 

AC/mw 

cc/  Robert  G.  Hunt,  Project  Manager 

Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  Secretary  Environmental  Affairs 
Norman  Hansen,  Town  Manager 
Dennis  Roy,  Town  Engineer 


SAUGUS  ACTION  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 

April  6,  1987 

Col.  Thomas  A.  Rhen,  Division  Engineer 
New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  NLA  02254-9149 


Dear  Colonel  Rhent 

Of  the  three  flood  control  options  proposed  by  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  in  its  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  of  the  Saugus 
River  and  its  Tributaries,  the  Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the 
Environment  (SAVE)  give  conditional  endorsement  to  the  Flood¬ 
gate  Control  option  described  in  the  study . 

It  is  our  feeling  that  this  floodgate  proposal  would  be  the 
least  environmentally  destructive  and  the  most  aesthetically 
pleasing  of  the  various  options  studied  by  the  Corps.  It  would 
also  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  a  large  number  of  home- 
owners  in  Saugus  who  now  constantly  live  in  the  fear  of  major 
flooding  whenever  a  large  storm  hits  our  area. 

The  major  concern  we  have  is  the  possible  effect  this  plan  might 
have  on  the  adverse  development  of  the  valuable  marsh  area  behind 
the  proposed  flood  control  structure  in  Saugus  and  Revere,  and  in 
the  Saugus  River  basin.  Since  this  is  the  largest  relatively  un¬ 
spoiled  marsh  area  left,  north  of  Boston,  and  since  it  is  so  im¬ 
portant,  ecologically,  for  both  fisheries  and  migratory  water  fowl, 
we  hope  that  ultimately  a  joint  Federal -State-local  consensus  will 
be  reached  to  preserve  these  valuable  wetlands  from  the  threat  of 
development. 

To  achieve  this,  the  environmental  data  collected  for  the  Flood 
Control  project  could  be  used  to  justify  the  protection  of  the 
marshland.  Our  organization  was  formed  fourteen  years  ago  with 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  marshes  as  our  first  prior¬ 
ity,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  participate  in  any  possible  way  with 
government  ag'encies  to  realize  this  goal. 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the  Environ¬ 
ment  can  give  full  endorsement  to  the  proposal  of  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  when  the  specifics  of  your  plans  are  completed. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Ellen  Burns,  President 

SAUGUS  ACTION  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT 
30  Cliff  Road 
Saugus,  MA  01906 


H-9 


SAUGUS  ACTION  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT 


Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 


Mr.  James  S.  Koyte 

Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  02202 


April  13,  1957 

received 


APR  1 5  ®)7 


ATTENTION*  MEPA  Unit 

Ref*  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  QeetQc  qf  the  StCst'A'i  C? 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  , AFFAiAS 


Dear  Secretary  Hoyte* 


Of  the  three  flood  control  options  proposed  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
in  its  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  of  the  Saugus  River  and  Its  Tribu¬ 
taries,  the  Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the  Environment  (SAVE)  give 
conditional  endorsement  to  the  Floodgate  Control  option  described  in 
the  study. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  this  floodgate  proposal  would  be  the  least 
environmentally  destructive  and  the  most  aesthetically  pleasing  of  the 
various  options  studied  by  the  Corps.  It  would  also  improve  the  quality 
of  life  for  a  large  number  of  homeowners  in  Saugus  who  now  constantly 
live  in  the  fear  of  major  flooding  whenever  a  large  storm  hits  our  area. 

The  major  concern  we  have  is  the  possible  effect  this  plan  might  have 
on  the  adverse  development  of  the  valuable  marsh  area  behind  the  pro¬ 
posed  flood  control  structure  in  Saugus  and  Revere ,  and  in  the  Saugus 
River  basin.  Since  this  is  the  largest  relatively  unspoiled  marsh, 
area  left,  north  of  Eoston,  and  since  it  is  so  important,  ecologically, 
for  both  fisheries  and  migratory  water  fowl,  we  hope  that  ultimately  a 
joint  Federal-State-local  consensus  will  be  reached  to  preserve  these 
valuable  wetlands  from  the  threat  of  development. 

To  achieve  this,  the  environmental  data  collected  for  the  Flood  Control 
project  could  be  used  to  justify  the  protection  of  the  marshland.  Our 
organization  was  formed  fourteen  years  ago  with  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  marshes  as  our  first  priority,  and  we  would  be  glad 
to  participate  in  any  possible  way  with  government  agencies  to  realize 
this  goal. 

If  we  were  to  be  assured  of  the  preservation  of  the  marshland,  and  that 
the  Flood  Damage  Plan  would  not  in  any  way  promote  develojanent  in  the 
Saugus  and  Revere  marshes,  we  could  give  this  project  our  full  endorse¬ 
ment. 


Ellen  Burns,  President 

SAUGUS  ACTION  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT 
30  Cliff  Road 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
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ATTENTION  0* 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

New  ENGLANO  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAP6L0  ROAD 

WALTHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

June  22,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Hr.  Homan  B.  Bansen 
Acting  Town  Manager 
Town  Mall 
Saugus ,  MA  01906 

Dear  Mr.  Bansen: 

Mr.  Dennis  Roy  requested  we  notify  you  of  the  potential  flooding 
iapact  on  Bast  Saugus  residents  if  the  abandoned  1-95  embankment  in 
the  Saugus  Marsh  is  removed.  We  are  also  concerned  about  the  removal 
and  disposition  of  this  fill  for  two  of  our  projects:  the  Revere 
Beach  Irosion  Control  Project  which  would  re-nourish  Revere  Beach, 
and  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries.  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  in 
i.  Balden.  Revere  and  Saugus. 

Analysis  of  existing  physical  and  hydraulic  conditions  of  the 
Severe/Saugus  Harsh  indicated  that  complete  removal  of  the  1-95 
embankment  fill  would  t'aise  tidal  flood  elevations  in  the  Seaplane 
Basin  and  Bast  Saugus  areas  from  about  one-half  to  one  foot.  To 
maintain  the  existing  tidal  flood  protection  provided  by  the  1-95 
embankment,  the  fill  could  be  removed  to  a  berm  with  a  top  elevation 
at  +11  feet  M.G.T.D.  (i.e.,  within  4  to  6  feet  of  the  irregular  marsh 
surface)  and  a  top  width  of  75  feet. 

This  information  is  provided  to  keep  you  abreast  of  our 
findings.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
(617)  647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  of  the 
Saugus  River  flood  Study,  at  (617)  647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Joseph  L.  Xgnazio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 


Copies  furnished: 

Mr.  Dennis  R.  Roy 
Bagineering  Department 
Town  Mall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
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TOWN  OP  SAUGUS 

MASSACHUSETTS 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


22  March  1988 


Colonel  Thomas  Rhen 
U.S.  Army  Corp  of  Engineers 
New  England  Division 
Waltham  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

At  a  meeting  on  March,  15,  1988  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
voted  to  go  on  record  as  in  favor  of  Option  3  of  the 
Saugus  River  Flood  Gate  Plan  as  presented  by  Mr.  Hunt 
of  the  U.S.  Army  Corp  of  Engineers. 

Sincerely,  . 

Joyce  Villani 

Clerk,  Board  of  Selectmen 


cc:  B  of  S 

Town  Engineer 


TOWN  OF  SAUGUS 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 
SAUOUS,  MAM.  OIWC 


May  23,  1988 


Dear  Citizen's  Steering  Committee  Member: 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  with  Bob  Hunt 
of  the  Army  Corps  on  Thursday  -  May  26th  at  4:30  PM  at  the  Town 
Hall  to  discuss  the  final  location  of  the  proposed  Flood  Protection 
Gate. 


I  apologize  for  such  short  notice,  but  I  was  only  notified  late  last 
week  myself. 


This  is  an  informal  meeting  set  up  by  Town  Planner,  John  Mahoney  to 
discuss  the  additional  costs  to  the  project  and  other  information. 

If  you  cannot  attend,  we  will  send  you  whatever  information  we  receive. 


DR/bcc 

cc:  Steve  Angelo,  Rep. 
Virginia  DeRosa 
Richard  Barry 
John  Mahoney 
Ann  Cyros 
Ellen  Burns 
Michael  Favale 
Vincent  Cicolinl 
Chris  Ciampa 
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TOWN  OF  SAUGUS 

MASSACHUSETTS 


27  June  1988 


Mr.  Robert  Hunt 
Array  Corp  of  Engineers 
New  England  Division 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Mr.  Hunt: 

Please  be  advised  that  the  Saugus  Board  of  Selectmen 
has  voted  to  request  that  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
study  the  feasibility  of  breaching  the  1-95  sandpile 
in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  floodgate  construction. 

We  are  more  than  happy  to  allow  the  Corps  to  study  this 
concept  and  are  particularly  interested  in  how  such  a 
proposal  would  enhance  the  viability  of  the  existing 
marsh,  what  effect  such  a  proposal  would  have  on  flood 
control,  wildlife  and  mosquito  control. 

Please  keep  the  Board  informed  on  the  status  of  this 
matter . 

Sincerely , 

Board  of  Selectmen 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CONES  Of  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 
July  25,  1988 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Peter  Manoogian 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Hall 

Saugus,  Massachusetts  01906 
Dear  Mr.  Manoogian: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  recent  letter  to  Mr.  Robert 
Hunt  of  my  staff  requesting  the  Corps  of  Engineers  study 
the  feasibility  of  breaching  the  1*95  sand  pile  in 
conjunction  with  the  proposed  floodgate  construction  to 
enhance  the  viability  of  the  existing  marsh. 

We  have  been  discussing  your  request  which  surfaced  at 
the  last  Citizen  Steering  Committee  meeting  to  determine 
how  and  when  the  the  investigation  could  be  accomplished. 

Field  surveys  of  the  marsh  and  perimeter  of  East 
Saugus,  and  installation  of  tide  level  gaging  locations 
have  recently  been  completed  to  assist  in  this  effort. 
However,  extensive  evaluation  of  the  hydrologic  and 
environmental  changes  in  the  440  acres  west  of  1-95  will 
take  some  time.  •  The  investigation  will  be  scoped  out  and 
coordinated  with  you  and  others.  I  have  tentatively 
scheduled  to  scope  out  the  full  investigation  this  fall. 
Currently,  we  are  preparing  the  Draft  Saugus  River  and 
Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  Feasibility  Report 
and  Environmental  Impact  Statement  and  Report  for  public 
review  for  this  fall.  The  1-95  breaching  study  will  then 
follow.  As  you  are  well  aware,  breaching  of  the  fill  could 
have  both  adverse  and  beneficial  effects  and  a  thorough 
investigation  is  required. 


I  will  keep  you  informed  of  this  important 
investigation.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free 
to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508,  or  Bob  Hunt,  the  Project 
Manager,  at  647-8216. 


Copies  to  Town  Coordinators: 

Mr.  Dennis  R.  Roy 
Engineering  Department 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 


Mr.  John  Mahoney,  Director 
Planning  and  Community  Development 
Town  Hall 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-91 49 
October  7,  1988 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Hr.  Norman  B.  Hansen 
Town  Manager 
Town  Hall 

Saugus.  Massachusetts  01906 
Dear  Mr .  Hansen : 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage 
Reduction  Studv  and  to  confirm  the  request  to  Mr.  John  Mahoney  to  join  the 
Corps  on  October  18.  1988  for  a  field  review  of  the  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  project  area  followed  by  an  Issue  Resolution  Conference  for  the 
project  on  October  19th.  The  purpose  of  the  Conference  is  to  discuss 
formulation  of  the  project  and  issues  with  our  Washington  level  review 
staff  and  project  sponsors  before  the  draft  report  is  distributed  for 
public  review  in  January  1989.  The  review  staff  will  represent  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Army.  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  and 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  A  major  issue  to  be  discussed  will  be 
whether  the  Corps  can  accept  the  responsibility  to  operate  and  maintain 
the  Floodgate  structure. 

An  Agenda.  Project  Fact  Sheet  and  Position  Paper  on  the  O&M  issue  are 
attached.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
617-647-8599.  or  the  project  manager.  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  at  647-8216. 


Enclosures 


Copies  Furnished: 

Mr .  John  Mahoney 
Director 
Planning  Office 
Town  Hall 
Saugus.  MA  01906 


Sincerely. 
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Upon  Receipt 


Sue  Douglas 

Contact 

617-647-8264 


424  Trapelo  Road,  Waltham,  MA.  02254*9149 

October  9,  1985 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  SOUGHT  FOR  FLOOD  STUDY 


WALTHAM,  Mass.  —  A  study  of  flooding  problems  and  how  they  may  be 
solved  in  four  camunities  north  of  Boston  is  being  conducted  by  the  U.S. 
Army  Carps  of  Engineers.  Undertaken  at  the  request  of  officials  in  Lynn, 
Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus,  the  study  effort  will  require  extensive  public 
involvement  to  help  define  problems ,  concerns,  and  potential  solutions. 

"By  talking  directly  with  residents  and  business  owners  in  the 
affected  areas,  a  better  understanding  of  their  flood  experiences  and 
canoe  ms  can  be  gained,"  acaording  to  Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen,  head  of  the 
Army  Engineers'  New  England  Division. 

The  Corps  has  contracted  with  two  private  consulting  firms  to  assist 
in  the  investigation.  Vollmer  Associates  of  Boston  will  interview  local 
officials  and  residents  to  gather  information  on  flooding  problems  and  to 
inventory  structures  in  the  flood  plain.  HMM  Associates  of  Concord  is 
assisting  the  Carps  in  identifying  environmental  concerns. 


more 
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"  Representatives  of  both  firms  will  be  visiting  the  study  area  over 
the  next  several  months,"  Colonel  Rhen  noted.  "They  will  carry 
appropriate  identification  to  show  to  those  that  they  approach  for 
interviews  about  flooding  problems." 

Approximately  4,500  hones,  businesses  and  industries  are  affected  by 
flooding  in  the  four  ocrtnuni ties .  Tidal  surges  from  the  Saugus  River  and 
its  tributaries  cause  tide  waters  to  overflow  river banks  and  flood  low 
lying  areas  bordering  marshland.  High  tides  result  in  overtopping  of 
seawalls  along  the  Revere  and  Lynn  shorefront  and  cause  basement  and 
street  flooding  when  drainage  systems  are  inadequate. 

The  Engineers  have  divided  the  study  area  into  six  geographic  areas. 
The  Revere  Backshore  area  includes  about  1,200  floodprcne  homes  and 
business  located  behind  Revere  Beach  in  Revere.  About  100  buildings  are 
located  southeast  of  the  North  Gate  Shopping  Center  and  Route  107  in 
Revere  bordering  the  Pines  River  marsh.  The  Town  Line  Brook  Area, 
including  Linder  Brook  in  Revere  and  Malden,  includes  about  1,000 
buildings.  Another  600  vulnerable  buildings  are  located  in  East  Saugus. 

In  the  City  of  Lynn,  there  are  1,400  flood-prone  buildings,  including 
about  500  industrial  and  caimercial  properties.  The  Upper  Saugus  River 
and  Shute  Brook  area  in  Saugus  includes  200-400  hemes  and  businesses  along 
the  river  and  the  brook. 


more 
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"Each  of  the  four  ccmnunities  has  naned  a  person  to  assist  us  in  our 
study,"  Colonel  Rhen  said.  "These  people  will  serve  as  local  contacts  for 
obtaining  additional  information  about  the  study  or  for  providing 
information  to  assist  us  in  our  efforts."  These  representatives  are: 

Revere  Mr.  Frank  Stringi 

Assistant  Director 

Department  of  Planning  &  Catmunity  Development 
Telephone  284-3600,  extension  111 

Lynn  Mr.  Ralph  Reed 

City  Engineer 

Telephone  598-4000,  extension  236 

Malden  Mr.  Henry  J.  Mulhem 

Executive  Director 

Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 

Telephone  324-5720 

Saugus  Mr.  Dennis  R.  Roy 

Town  Engineer 
Telephone  223-7004 


more 


Hie  local  contacts  will  help  establish  coordination  groups  within  the 
four  conxnunities  to  help  define  problems,  concerns  and  potential 
solutions.  Public  meetings  will  also  be  held  to  discuss  the  problems  and 
the  farnulatian  of  solutions  to  alleviate  flooding. 

In  addition  to  the  local  community  representatives,  questions  or 
information  may  be  directed  to  the  Corps'  study  manager,  Robert  G.  Hunt, 
at  the  New  England  Division,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  424  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham,  MA  02254-9149,  telephone  647-8216. 
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Army  starts  study  of  local  flooding 


the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
has  hired  two  private  firms  to  assist 
it  in  a  study  of  flooding  problems  in 
Lynn.  Saugus.  Revere  and  Malden, 
and  the  engineers  say  they  want 
extensive  public  involvement  in  the 
study. 

"By  talking  directly  with  resi¬ 
dents  and  business  owners  in  the 
affected  areas,  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  their  flood  experiences 
and  concerns  can  be  gained.”  said 
Col.  Thomas  A.  Rhen.  bead  of  the 
Army  Engineer's  New  England 
Division. 

The  Army  has  hired  Volbner 
Associates  of  Boston  to  interview 
local  officials  and  residents  to 
gather  information  on  flooding  prob¬ 
lems  and  to  inventory  structures  in 
the  flood  plain.  HHM  Associates  of 
Concord  will  assist  in  identifying 
environmental  concerns. 

Rhen  said  that  representatives 
of  both  firms  will  visit  the  study 
area  over  the  next  several  months, 
and  Rhen  said  they  will  carry  identi- 
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ficatioo  to  show  those  they  approach 
about  interviews. 

Approximately  4.506  homes, 
businesses  and  industries  are  af¬ 
fected  by  the  flooding  in  the  four 
communities.  Tidal  surges  from  the 
Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries 
cause  tide  waters  to  overflow  riv- 
erbanks  and  flood  low  tying  areas 
hordering  marshland.  High  tide 
sometimes  results  in  overtopping  of 
seawalls  along  the  Revere  and  Lynn 
shorefrant  and  causes  basement  and 
street  flooding  when  drainage  sys¬ 
tems  are  inadequate 

The  engineers  divided  the  study 
into  six  geographic  areas.  The  Re¬ 
vere  backshore  includes  about  1,200 
flood-prone  homes  and  businesses 
located  behind  Revere  Beach  in 
Revere.  About  100  buildings  are 
located  southast  of  the  Northgate 
Shopping  Center  and  Route  107  in 
Revere  bordering  the  Pines  River 
marsh. 

The  Town  Line  Brook  area. 
Linden  Brook  in  Revere  and 
Maiden,  includes  about  1,000  build¬ 
ings.  Another  NO  vulnerable  build¬ 


ings  are  located  in  East  Saugus.  In 
Lynn,  there  are  1.400  flood-prone 
buildings,  including  about  300  in¬ 
dustrial  and  commercial  properties. 
The  upper  Saugus  River  and  State 
Brook  ana  in  Saugus  include*  joo  to 


400  homes  and  businesses  aio 
river  and  brook. 

Each  of  the  four  conun  i 
has  designated  an  official  to 
the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
See  FLOOD,  Page  S 
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study  and  to  aerve  as  the  local 
contact  person  for  the  community. 

In  Lynn,  that  official  is  city 
engineer  Ralph  Reed,  who  said  that 
the  study  could  eventually  result  in 
the  city's  receiving  federal  funds  to 
reconstruct  a  deteriorating  section 
of  the  bulkhead  along  Lynn  Harbor 
and  also  result  in  steps  to  alleviate 
chronic  flooding  problems  in  the 
Camden  Street  area. 

Reed  said  that  flood  control 
measures  for  the  Saugus  River 
might  include  a  breakwater  or  sys¬ 
tem  of  locks.  He  said  it  will  likely 
take  at  least  a  couple  of  years 
before  anything  definite  is  de¬ 
termined. 

Frank  String],  assistant  director 
of  Revere  s  Department  of  Planning 
and  Community  Development,  is 
the  Revere  contact  person. 

Stringi  said,  "That  section  of  the 
study  involves  our  backshore  areas 
-  Saugus  and  Pines  River  marsh 
and  Town  Line  Brook. 

"Right  now  the  corps  is  looking 
at  a  number .  of  flood  protection 
measures  One  possibility  is  a  series 
of  dikes  and  walls  along  Pines  River 


abutting  the  rear  of  Northgate  and 
Diamond  Creek.  Another  alter¬ 
native  they  're  looking  at  is  a  harrier 
dike  along  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
and  Pines  River. 

"That  would  have  flushing  gates 
to  flush  the  marsh  and  navigational 
gates.  During  a  heavy  storm  or  high 
tides  it  would  be  closed  to  prevent 
tidal  surge  up  the  river." 

Stringi  said  the  project  is  still  in 
the  feasibility  study  stage  and  there 
are  no  cost  estimates  yet.  He  said 
they  are  trying  to  assess  damage 
awl  arrive  at  cost-benefit  ratios 
The  higher  the  ratio,  the  better  the 
chance  of  getting  funds  from  Con¬ 
gress.  he  said. 

The  Saugus  contact  person  is 
Dennis  R.  Roy.  the  town  engineer. 
He  was  not  immediately  available 
for  comment. 

The  Army  engineers  will  sched¬ 
ule  public  meetings  in  the  com¬ 
munities  to  discuss  the  study  as  it 
progresses.  Anyone  with  questions 
may  contact  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  directly. 

The  study  manager  is  Robert  G 
Hunt  who  works  at  the  corps 
Raltham  office  at  <24  Traoeio  Road. 
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Mayor  reports  progress 
on  flood  control  plans 
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An  Informative  meeting  held 
recently  with  Mayor  George  V.  Col- 
ella  and  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  In  Washington,  D.C., 
revealed  additional  knowledge 
regarding  the  status  of  four  Corps  of 
Engineers  flood  protection  projects 
and  studies  currently  under  way  in 
Revere.  j 

The  comprehensive  coastal  flood 
protection  plan  for  Revere,  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  is 
broken  down  into  four  project  study 
areas  totalling  a  cost  in  excess  of  $27 
million.  The  following  Is  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  study  areas,  flood  protec¬ 
tion  plans,  and  current  status: 

Revere  Beach  Erosion  Control 
Project  —  Estimated  construction 
cost  Is  $8.5  million..  Project  Involves 
the  resanding  of  Revere  Beach  from 
Eliot  Circle  to  Carey  Circle  with  ap¬ 
proximately  800,000  cubic  yards  of 
sifted  sand  from  the  1-05  embank¬ 
ment  site.  The  proposed  beach  con¬ 
struction  project  has  an  average 
width  of  900  feet  to  mean  low  water 
and  extends  13,000  feet  in  length. 
This  project  has  been  authorized  for 
funding  by  the  Corps,  and  pending 
the  availability  of  funds,  construc¬ 
tion  could  start  In  the  spring  of  1080. 

Point  of  Pines  Project  — 
Estimated  construction  cost  is  $4.7 
million.  This  project  involves  a  com¬ 
bination  of  four  measures  of 
shoreline  protection  at  various  loca. 
tlons  between  Carey  Circle  and  the 
General  Edwards  Bridge  Including 
rock  revetments,  seawall  Im¬ 
provements,  beach  replenishment 
and  dune  restoration.  This  project  is 
currently  in  the  final  design  of  plans 
and  specifications.  Final  plans  and 
specifications  are  targeted  for  com¬ 
pletion  by  the  summer  of  1988, 
dependent  on  available  funds,  con¬ 
struction  could  start  in  the  fall  of 
1986. 

Roughens  Point  Project  — 
Estimated  construction  cost  Is  $8.6 
million.  Project  encompasses  ap¬ 
proximately  4, 800  feet  of  shoreline 
protection  extending  from  a  point 
200  feet  south  of  the  intersection  of 
Leverett  Avenue  and  Wlnthrop 
Parkway  north  to  Eliot  Circle.  This 
plan  calls  for  the  construction  of  a 
rock  revetment  sloping  seaward  one 
vertical  on  three  horizontal  40  to  60 


feet  from  the  existing  shoreline. 
This  flood  protection  plan  also  in¬ 
cludes  Interior  drainage  Im¬ 
provements,  and  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
tect  against  a  500  year  storm  event 
affecting  more  than  300  homes  and  F 
businesses  in  the  lower  eastern  L 
Beachmont  and  Roughans  Point  f 
section.  Continuing  Planning  and  L 
Engineering  Is  underway  with  final  k 
plans  and  specifications  scheduled  t 
for  completion  by  Fall  of  1987.  I 
Dependent  on  available  funds  con-  1 
struction  would  start  in  the  winter  of  | 
1987.  I 

Revere  Beach  and  Back  Shore  —  I 
Estimated  cost  is  $5  to  $7  million.  In-  i 
i  eluded  In  this  study  is  an  area  affec-  / 
ting  businesses  subject  to  flooding  I 
behind  Revere  Beach  and  along  the 
Pines  River;  approximately  100 
homes  and  businesses  located  from 
the  Northgate  Shopping  Center,  r 
bordering  die  Pines  River  Marsh  and  f 
east  of  Route  107;  and  Includes  ap¬ 
proximately  1,000  homes  and  - 
businesses  located  In  the  Town  Line 
and  Linden  Brook  watersheds.  The 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  are  cur¬ 
rently  evaluating  a  number  of  flood  — 
protection  plans  for  this  area  in-  f 
eluding:  a  series  of  connecting  dikes  > 
and  walls  along  the  back  shore 
areas  bordering  the  Pines  River  and 
Diamond  Creek;  and  a  tidal  barrier 
across  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River  which  would  include  a  navlga-  i 
tlon  gate  and  flushing  gates  to  main-  l 
tain  the  natural  flushing  of  the  Pines 
and  Saugus  Rivers  and  estuaries. 
Under  the  plan,  the  marsh  system 
would  be  preserved  as  a  natural 
storage  area  for  interior  drainage 
when  the  barrier  1?  dosed  during 
storm  conditions.  A  landscaped 
earth  berm  Is  also  being  considered  E 
along  the  stretch  of  the  MDC  linear  £ 
park  from  Beach  St.  to  Revere  St.  £ 
between  Ocean  Ave.  and  Revere  ( 
Beach  Boulevard  to  protect  Ocean  I 
Ave.  and  areas  west  from  flooding  f 
due  to  tidal  surge,  which  frequently 
overtops  this  stretch  of  the  MDC 
seawall  along  Revere  Beach 
Boulevard.  As  the  Revere  Beach 
and  Back  Shore  study  is  currently  in 
the  feasibility  stage,  no  time  frame 
has  yet  been  determined  for  start  of 
construction. 
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FLOOD  PREVENTION  STUDY  -CONTINUES 
(Revere*  Lynn*  Saugus  and  Ha) den) 
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WALTHAM,  Hass.  —  Solutions  for  the  probles  of  tidal  flooding  in 
the  cosaunities  of  Revere,  Lynn  and  Saugus  are  being  actively  studied 
by  the  U.S.  Arsy  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  alternatives  forsulated  by 
the  Army  Engineers  would  also  benefit  Maiden  and  reduce  daaages  such 
as  those  experienced  in  1978  and  1979. 

Econosists  and  engineers  fros  the  Corps  are  currently 
interviewing  area  businesses  and  residents  to  deteraine  past  flooding 
experiences  and  the  potential  dasages  that  could  be  expected  in 
future  floode.  Values  of  buildings,  eguipsent,  contents  and  stock 
that  could  be  affected  are  included  in  the  study. 

Tidal  surges  in  the  past  have  overtopped  the  Revere  Beach  and 
Lynn  shorefronts  and  travelled  up  the  Saugus  River  and  it’s 
tributaries,  overflowing  the  banks.  The  water  inundates  low-lying 
areas  containing  sow>  4500  hoses,  b'voinesses  and  industries  in  the 
four-cossunity  rf  on.  Considerable  development  ha*  occurred  in  sanv 
of  these  areas  since  th-  devastating  *iizzar<  of  1978. 
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In  Revere,  people  were  evacuated  as  1400  hoses  and  cossercial 
buildings  were  dasaged  during  the  1978  sinter  stors.  The  flooding 
resulted  fros  high  tides  overtopping  the  Revere  Beach  seawalls  and 
overflowing  the  shore  of  the  Pines  and  Saugus  rivers.  The  Revere 
Beach  8ackshore  flooding  rose  to  heights  of  seven  feet  in  sose 
sections*  with  developed  areas  experiencing  an  average  of  four  foot 
flood  levels.  The  flood  waters  resained  for  several  weeks  in  sose 
sections*  and  the  MBTA  Blue  Line  was  out  of  cossission  for  six  weeks. 

Sections  of  Revere  currently  under  investigation  include  the 
backshore  of  Revere  Beach  fros  Eliot  to  Carey  circles*  areas  along 
North  Shore  Road  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Garfield  School*  Uonderland 
Park*  Revere  High  School*  Oak  Island*  Riverside*  Northgate  and  Brown 
Circle.  The  Town  Line  and  Linden  Brook  areas  of  Revere  and  Malden 
are  being  studied  by  the  Metropolitan  District  Cossission  under  their 
flood  control  study. 

Interviews  with  over  100  residents*  businesses  and  city  officials 
in  Lynn  have  also  been  helpful  to  the  Arsy  Engineers  studying  the 
flooding  probless  in  the  area.  The  Lynnway  (Route  1A)  serves  sose 
28*000  coasuters  a  day  and  was  flooded  to  depths  of  3-4  feet  at  it’s 
lowest  point  during  the  Blizzard  of  1978.  Snow  banks  and  snow 
clogged  drains  caused  the  flooding  conditions  to  resain  for  several 
days.  Businesses  along  the  busy  highway  experienced  dasage  to  their 
buildings*  storage  areas  and  vehicles. 
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Uestern  Avenue  in  Lynn  (Route  107)  was  under  alaost  2  feet  of 
water  along  the  Saugus  River  near  the  Fox  Hill  drawbridge.  The  B&M 
railroad  cosauter  line  was  also  flooded  in  several  locations  .  Ocean 
waves  overtopping  the  Lynn  Beach  seawall  resulted  in  serious  flooding 
and  evacuations  near  the  Lynn-Nahant  Rotary  during  the  1978  stora. 
On-going  interviews  with  Lynn  area  residents  and  firas  will  assist 
the  Corps  of  Engineers  in  selecting  the  aost  effective  options  to 
ainiaize  siailar  daaage  in  the  future. 

Over  300  people  in  the  East  Saugus  area  of  Bristow  and  Ballard 
streets  and  Route  107  were  evacuated  in  the  ease  blizzard  when  flood 
waters  overflowed  the  Saugus  River  banks  and  Pine  River  aarsh. 

As  a  result  of  existing  inforaation  about  flooding  history  and 
the  interviews  being  conductedi  the  Corps  will  consider  several 
solutions!  including  floodgates  on  the  Saugus  River  and  shorefront 
protection  along  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Harbor. 

A  citizens’  steering  coaaittee  is  being  foraed  by  the  Aray 
Engineers  to  facilitate  the  gathering  of  inforaation  in  the  four 
coaaunities  and  to  assist  in  the  planning  process  for  the  flood 
daaage  prevention  alternative  finally  recoaaended.  This  phase  of  the 
study  is  expected  to  be  coaplete  late  in  1986. 
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=  HIGH  GROUND 
=  FLOOD  PLAIN  STUDY  AREA 


DAILY  EVENING  ITEM,  Lynn,  Mats.,  Monday.  May  5.  1986  — 

Engineers,  city 
parley  on  floods 


At  tonight’s  City  Council  meet¬ 
ing,  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is 
scheduled  to  make  a  half-hour  pres¬ 
entation  to  update  councilors  and 
residents  on  a  number  of  flood 
protection  plans  and  studies  that  are 
under  way. 

Topics  to  be  discussed  are  flood 
protection  for  Roughans  Point, 
Point  of  Pines,  Revere  Beach  and 
the  back  shore  area,  as  well  as 
Revere  Beach  erosion  control. 

Economists  and  engineers  from 
the  corps  are  interviewing  area 
businessmen  and  residents  to  find 
out  about  past  flooding  experiences 
and  potential  damages  that  could  be 
expected  in  future  floods.  Values  of 
buildings,  equipment,  contents  and 
stock  that  could  be  affected  are 
included  in  the  study. 

Tidal  surges  in  the  past  have 
overtopped  the  Revere  Beach  and 
Lynn  storefronts  and  traveled  up 
the  Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries, 
overflowing  the  banks.  The  water 
inundates  low-lying  areas  contain¬ 
ing  some  4,500  homes,  businesses 
and  industries  in  the  Revere,  Lynn, 
Saugus  and  Malden  area. 

“Considerable  development  has 
occurred  in  many  of  these  areas 
since  the  devastating  Blizzard  of 
1978,"  according  to  the  corps. 

In  Revere,  neighborhoods  were 
evacuated  as  1,400  homes  and  com¬ 
mercial  buildings  were  damaged 
during  the  storm.  The  flooding  re¬ 


sulted  from  high  tides  overtopping 
the  Revere  Beach  seawalls  and  ov¬ 
erflowing  the  shores  of  the  Pines 
and  Saugus  rivers. 

The  beach  backshore  flooding 
rose  to  heights  of  7  feet  in  some 
areas,  with  developed  areas  doused 
in  water  averaging  four  feet  deep. 
The  floodwaters  remained  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  in  some  sections,  and  the 
Blue  Line  was  out  of  commission  for 
six  weeks. 

“Sections  of  Revere  currently 
under  investigation  include  the 
backshore  of  Revere  Beach  from 
Eliot  to  Carey  circles,  areas  along 
North  Shore  Road  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Garfield  School,  Wonderland 
Park,  Revere  High,  Oak  Island, 
Riverside,  Northgate  and  Brown 
Circle.  The  Town  Line  and  Linden 
Brook  areas- of  Revere  and  Malden 
are  being  studied  by  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  District  Commission  under  their 
flood  control  study,”  according  to 
the  release. 

As  a  result  of  information  about 
flooding  history  gleaned  from  in¬ 
terviews  and  other  sources,  the 
corps  will  consider  several  solu¬ 
tions,  including  floodgates  on  the 
Saugus  River  and  shorefront  protec¬ 
tion  along  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn 
Harbor. 

A  citizens’  steering  committee 
is  being  formed  by  the  engineers  to 
facilitate  the  gathering  of  informa¬ 
tion  in  the  four  communities  and  to 
assist  in  the  planning  process  for  the 
solution  finally  recommended.  This 
phase  of  the  study  is  expected  to  be 
complete  late  this  year. 
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DAILY  EVEN'NG  ITEM,  Lynn,  Mau.,  Tuasday,  May  6,  1986 

Council  briefed 
on  flood  report 


REVERE 


REVERE—  The  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  briefed  city  councilors  j 
Monday  night  on  its  flood  damage  ! 
reduction  studies  that  are  under 
way  for  Revere,  Saugus,  Lynn  and 
Malden  —  communities  where  it 
claims  about  4,500  homes,  busi¬ 
nesses  and  industries  are  affected 
by  flooding. 

According  to  Robert  Hunt, 
project  manager,  “the  inforamtion 
at  this  stage  of  the  investigation  is 
considered  preliminary.” 

Specifically,  Hunt  discussed 
with  councilors  the  “Flood  Damage 
Reduction  Study  of  the  Saugus 
River  and  Its  Tributaries”  as  it 
affects  the  four  communities. 

He  said  the  investigations  were 
requested  by  public  officials  of 
these  communities  “to  determine 
the  extent  of  flooding  problems  and 
the  potential  solutions.” 

According  to  engineers,  the 
flooding  problem  appears  to  be 
widespread  based  on  a  limited 
number  of  interviews  with  local 
officials  and  residents. 

The  corps  said:  “The  Saugus 
River  and  its  tributaries  convey 
tidal  surges  into  these  communities 
causing  tide  water  to  overflow  riv- 
erbanks  and  flood  low  lying  areas 
bordering  marshland. 

“Problems  also  result  from 
tides  overtopping  seawalls  along  the 
storefront  of  Revere  and  Lynn. 

.  "High  tides  also  cause  their  lo- 
cal  drainage  systems  to  back  up, 
flooding  basements  and  streets  in 
higher  areas.  Roughly  estimated, 
about  4,500  homes,  businesses  and 
industries  are  affected  in  the  four 
communities.” 


The  corps'  study  is  divided  into 
six  flood-prone  areas: 

.  •The  Revere  Beach  Backshore 
area,  including  about  1,200  flood- 
prone  homes  and  businesses  behind 
Revere  Beach. 

•The  North  gate  area  of  Revere, 
which  includes  about  100  buildings 
which  borderthe  Pines  River  marsh 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Northgate 
Shopping  Center  and  east  of  Route 
US. 

;  ‘The  Town  line  Brook  area, 
including  Linden  Brook  in  Revere 
atid  Malden,  which  includes  about 
1,000  buildings. 

•The  East  Saugus  area  compriv 
ing  600  vulnerable  buildings. 

•The  City  of  Lynn  area  with 
about  1,400  flood-prone  buildings, 
including  about  500  industrial  and 
commercial  structures. 

•The  Upper  Saugus  River  and 
Shute  Brook  area,  which  includes 
200  to  400  homes  and  businesses 
along  the  river  and  brook  in  Saugus. 

Hunt  said  that,  based  on  pre¬ 
liminary  indications  of  the  prob¬ 
lems,  three  basic  options  or  com¬ 
binations  of  options  for  flood  dam¬ 
age  reduction  have  surfaced.  These 
and  other  feasible  options  will  be 
investigated  for  alleviating  the 
flooding  problems. 

Option  1:  Structural  Local  Pro¬ 
tection  Plans  would  separately  pro¬ 
tect  each  of  the  first  five  areas. 
Generally,  earth  dikes  or  concrete 
walls  would  be  employed  to  prevent 
coastal  waters  from  flowing  over 
the  storefront  end  riverbanks. 
Pumping  stations  and  other  meas¬ 
ures  would  relieve  drainage  prob¬ 
lems  within  areas  protected  by  the 
structures. 


Tentative  structural  alignments 
under  consideration  are:  About 
three  miles  of  structures  (walls  and 
.  dikes)  along  the  hank  of  the  Pines 
'  River  and  for  the  Revere  Beach 
parkland  behind  the  beach:  about 
one  mile  bordering  the  Pines  River 
marsh  in  the  Northgate  area;  about 
a  half-mile  bordering  the  Pines 
River  marsh  in  the  Town  Line 
Brook  area;  about  three  miles 
bordering  the  Pines  River  marsh 
|  and  Saugus  River  in  East  Saugus, 

|  and  about  five  miles  bordering  Lynn 
’  Harbor,  Lynn  Beach  and  the  Saugus 
River. 

Option  2:  Non-Structural  Plans 
'  would  reduce  the  vulnerability  to 
! flooding  through  flood  preparedness 
plans  and  floodproofing  of  buildings. 
In  addition  to  a  flood  warning  sys¬ 
tem,  other  measures  would  include 
raising  buildings,  providing  water 
tight  enclosures  for  utilities  and 
sealing  windows  and  doors  with 
waterproofed  closures. 

Option  3:  Comprehensive  Plan. 
A  tidal  barrier  is  being  considered 
to  protect  up  to  4,500  homes  and 
businesses  in  all  six  flood-prone 
areas.  Physical  features  include  a 
concrete  wall  of  earth  or  stone¬ 
faced  dike  across  a  river,  a  naviga¬ 
tion  gate  and  flushing  gates  to  main¬ 
tain  both  navigation  and  the  natural 
flushing  of  the  rivers  and 
marshlands.  The  gates  would  re¬ 
main  open  until  the  threat  of  a  flood. 

Alternative  alignments  are 
being  considered  for  a  barrier  at  the 
mouth  of  either  the  Saugus  or  Pines 
Rivers  or  upstream  on  the  Pines 
River  adjacent  to  the  B&M  railroad 
bridge.  About  two  miles  of  struc¬ 
tures  would  link  the  barrier  to  high 
ground.  A  pumping  station  would 
I  provide  additional  protection.  The 
marshes  in  the  Saugus  and  Pines 
River  estuaries  would  be  preserved 
.  as  natural  storage  areas  for  interior 
I  runoff. 

Hie  corps  has  engaged  two  inde¬ 
pendent  firms  to  help  investigate 
the  full  extent  of  flooding  problems 
and  identify  environmental  re¬ 
sources  and  concerns.  This  phase  of 
the  study  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  next  spring. 

In  addition,  coordination  groups 
of  local  interests  will  be  established 
for  each  community  to  help  define 
and  evaluate  problems,  concerns 
and  potential  solutions  during  the 
study  process. 
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Storm  protection 
proposal  pushed 


REVERE—  If  a  storm  of  the  An  *8  million  Roughans  Point 
severity  as  the  Blirnrd  of  '78  Hood  Damage  Reduction  Project  is 
were  to  strike  the  Revere-Saugus-  hi  the  design  stage,  while  the  corps 
Lynn-Maiden  flood-prone  areas  jp-^just  starting”  on  a  Pines  River 
again,  property  damage  would  be  /'Navigation  Project  and  a  Saugus 
g'/MO  million,  according  to  an  Army  Oliver  Navigation  Study  for  Revere, 
*  Corps  of  Engineers’  estimate.  Saugus  and  Lynn  —  both  of  which 

Robert  Hunt,  project  manager  would  involve  dredging. 


of  the  corps,  was  asked  by  dty 
councilors  what  his  estimate  would 
be  if  a  "worst  ever”  storm  were  to 
hit  the  same  areas.  In  this  case,  his 
estimate:  "In  excess  of  1100  mil¬ 
lion.”  (/?«*'■<*« 

•  He  said  the  proposed  structural 
protection  plans  —  earth  dikes  or 
concrete  walls  to  prevent  coastal 
waters  from  flowing  over  the 
^‘shorefront  and  riverbanks  — 
“would  take  care  of  any  damage 
^  inflicted  by  another  78  Blizzard.” 

'  Hunt  said  a  |7  million  Revere 
Beach  Erosion  Control  Project 


Hunt  said  floodgates  on  the 
Saugus  River  would  eliminate  10  of 
the  12  miles  of  dikes  and/walls 
called  for  under  the  Structural  Lo¬ 
cal  Protection  Plans. 

Hunt  told  councilors  that  there 
hasn’t  been  a  federal  omnibus  flood 
control  bill  in  about  15  years,  advis¬ 
ing  that  with  Congress  starting  to 
bear  proposals  in  committee  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  (citizens  of  all  four  com¬ 
munities  should  start  letting  of¬ 
ficials  in  Washington  know  of  their 
problems  and  concerns  regarding 
flooding.^ 


could  get  started  next  year,  He  said  the  Roughens  Point 


money  for  the  project  has  already 
been  appropriated 
’  He  also  said  a  $4.5  million  Point 
of  Pines  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Project  "is  not  far  away,”  noting 
that  the  corps  is  preparing  plans  for 
it. 


project  is  included  in  the  omnibus 
bill  that,  if  approved,  would  author¬ 
ize  the  project  for  funding.  Funding, 
however,  would  come  as  part  of  the 
next  legislative  step. 

-PHIL  REHOE 
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Flood  Prevention  Program 
Unveiled  to  City 
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If  all  goes  well  in  the  halls  of  Congress .  the  City  of 
Revere  and  several  surrounding  communities 
could  be  experiencing  an  estimated  $55  million 
flood  protection  and  erosion  prevention  projects 
thanks  to  the  New  England  Division  of  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

In  a  '-i  hour  presentation  before  the  City  Council 
Monday  evening,  representatives  from  thecorps. 
released  the  plans  for  said  projects.  Project 
Manager  for  the  Corps.,  Bob  Hunt  articulated  the 

oei  dies  of  the  extensive  p'\n.  w-hirfc  .touic  serv  . 
to  alleviate  some  of  the  natural  disturbances  the 
City  has  had  to  endure  in  the  past. 

Hunt  indicated  at  the  outset  that  the  project,  if 
approved,  will  hopefully  protect  the  region  from 
flood  damage  in  the  worst  possible  storm 
scenario.  Hunt  went  on  to  point  out  that  the 
Blizzard  of  1978  wasn't  the  worst  stormlitat  could 
have  hit  Revere,  considering  that  the  Spring  tides 
weren't  at  their  maximum  peak  when  the 
heaviest  winds  struck.  That  storm  caused  *40 
million  in  damage  to  the  City.  But.  Hunt  warns 
that  the  worst  possible  storm  could  cause 
upwards  of  $100  million  in  damages. 

To  prevent  such  a  disaster.  Hunt  suggested  that 
certain  "nuisance  flood"  areas  be  targeted  for 
study.  Tidal  surges  in  the  past  have  overtopped 
Revere  Beach  and  the  Lynn  Shorefront,  traveling 
up  the  Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries  and 
subsequently  overflowing  the  banks.  Some  4.500 
homes,  businesses  and  industries  near  the  area 
!.have  had  histories  of  flooding  during  such 
n  occurences. 

Flood  control  projects  under  the  plan  would  be 
engineered  in  several  areas.  Included  are 
projects  in  the  Point  of  Pines,  Roughans  Point 
and  Revere  Beach  and  backshore  areas.  Other 
affected  areas  include  the  Northgate  area.  Town 
Line  and  Linden  Brook  area  of  Revere  and 
Malden,  East  Saugus,  and  several  areas  of  Lynn. 
Because  some  of  the  impacted  areas  lie  in  outside 
communities.  Hunt  suggested  that  a  joint 
coordination  meeting  be  scheduled  between  the 


communities  of  Revere,  Lynn.  Saugus  a  no 
Malden. 

Hunt  then  laid  out  three  options  which  the  Corps, 
is  currently  considering.  Options  were 
determined  from  personal  interviews  by  the 
Corps,  with  area  residents  and  businesses  The 
first  option  under  consideration  is  a  five  part 
structural  protection  plan.  Included  in  this  plan  is 
erosion  control  measures  along  Revere  Beach 
(relocation  of  la-ge  amounts  of  sand  from  the  1-95 
t  ii  j.-ciur  '•.<v  J  be  a  pm  of  these  measures). 
The  second  option  would  encompass 
nonslructural  floodproofing  of  buildings.  And  the 
third  option  is  a  comprehensive  Saugus  River 
Flood  Gate  Plan.  The  Corps,  favors  option  three 
as  being  the  most  effective,  but  has  questions 
regarding  the  environmental  impact  of  such  a  - 
plan. 

According  to  Hunt,  the  available  funds  for 
the  project  are  included  in  President  Reagan  s 
FY  ‘87  budget  proposal.  The  Roughans  Point 
project  is  already  attached  to  an  omnibus  bill  in 
the  House  and  Senate.  If  approved,  according  to 

Hunt  funding  would  then  have  to  be  approved  in 
an  appropriations  bill.  Many  Councillors  pointed 
out  that  similar  proposals  have  had  histories  of 
being  killed  at  the  Federal  level  because  of  lack  of 
funding.  But.  Hunt  claimed  that,  "this  is  the 
closest  we've  been  to  funding  in  a  long  time.''  If 
approved,  the  total  figure  will  also  include  the 
maintenance  of  the  agreed  upon  system. 

At  the  request  of  the  Army  Corps.,  a  citizens 
steering  committee  will  be  formed  by  the 
engineers  in  the  interim.  Citizens  input  will 
facilitate  the  gathering  of  information  and  assist 
in  the  planning  process  for  the  final 
recommendation.  The  selection  of  the  final 
recommendation  is  expected  to  be  completed  by 
late  thi-  year  Hunt  ended  his  presentation  by 
indicating  that  the  Corps,  welcomes  any 
comments  and  letters  of  concern  by  citizens  who 
may  be  impacted  by  the  proposed  projects 
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EDITORIAL 

Funds  Needed  For  Floodproofing 


Everyone  remembers  the  Blizzard  of  1978. 
But  that  blizzard  is  more  than  just  a  memory 
for  residents  of  coastline  communities  like 
Revere.  Those  residents  had  to  suffer 
inexorable  hardships  during  that  storm  - 
hardships  which  for  some  the  scars  still 
remain. 

In  Revere,  the  areas  of  Roushans  Point, 
Beachmont,  Point  of  Pines,  Oak  Island,  and 
Revere  Beach  and  the  backshore  area  were 
especially  hard  hit.  While  the  inland  areas  of 
the  City  were  fighting  5  foot  snow  drifts, 
residents  of  these  areas  were  fighting  to  save 
their  homes.  Water,  not  snow  was  the  culprit 
for  these  unfortunate  dwellers. 

With  such  a  disaster  still  in  our  not-so- 
distant  past,  it  is  frightening  to  think  of  a 
more  turbulent  storm.  But  according  to 
metoerological  officials,  such  a  worse 
scenario  could  happen  -  and  if  it  does,  those 
same  sections  of  Revere  could  face  an  even 
darker  nightmare  than  1978. 

Bob  Hunt,  project  manager  for  the  Army, 
Corps,  of  Engineers  claims  that  the  spring 
high  tides  which  hit  the  Coast  of  Revere 
during  the  highest  winds  of  the  Blizzard  of  ’78 
could  have  been  mpf^tKon  3  feet  above  what 
they  were.  Such  a  scenario,  according  to 
Hunt,  if  it  were  to  hit  Revere  today  would 
cause  upwards  of  9100  million  in  damages  • 
certainly  a  major  disaster. 

Even  though  the  Greater  Boston  area  has 
escaped  the  wrath  of  nature  this  past  winter, 
thoughts  of  past  harsh  winters  and  potential 
future  ones  should  cause  government  to  take 
the  necessary  precautions  to  avert  the 
unwelcome  remains  of  natures  fury. 

And.  although  the  proposal  presented  to  the 


City  Council  on  Monday  evening  by  the 
Army  Corps,  of  Engineers  was  only  a 
preliminary  one,  it  contains  hope  that  the 
excessive  flooding  problems  in  several 
areas  of  Revere  and  surrounding 
communities  will  be  alleviated  in  the  event 
of  future  storms. 

The  plan  calls  for  extensive  flood’ -roofing 
measures  along  Revere  Beach  and 
backshore,  Point  of  Pines  and  Roughans 
Point.  But  it  also  encompasses  those  areas 
which  are  affected  by  riverbank  overflow, 
due  to  large  tidal  surges  -  areas  such  as  the 
Northgate  area  near  the  Pines  River  Marsh 
and  the  Linden  Brook  area. 

Solutions  to  these  problems  have  been 
devised  through  personal  interviews  by  the 
Army  Corps,  of  Engineers  with  residents  of 
the  city,  who  have  had  to  endure  on  a  regular 
basis,  the  natural  disasters  which  storms 
bring  with  them.  The  three  options  which 
have  emerged  for  flood  damage  reduction 

will  be  thoughtfully  discussed  by  a  citizens 
steering  committee,  to  be  formed  by  the., 
engineers.  All  that  remains  before  adoption 
of  the  agreed  upon  damage  reduction  option 
is  funding. 

That  fund;ng  is  in  the  hands  of  Congress, 
where  most  likely  the  problems  of  flooding 
will  only  be  a  political  football.  Which 
program  receives  appropriations  rarely  is 
decided  upon  by  the  merits  of  individual 
programs.  Most  often  the  fate  of  the 
program  rests  with  the  power  of  the 
politicians  rooting  for  its  cause.  Whatever 
the  method,  funding  for  this  cause  is 
imperative  if  future  disasters  for  thousands 
of  Revere  residents  are  to  be  avoided. 
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TREMENDOUS  TRIFLES 


The  Attempt  To  Curb  Flooding 


Ote  of  the  major  concerns  of  lo«l 
resident*  Is  flooding  and  srhet  can  be 
done  to  alleviate  tc  There  is  so  doubt 
thst  the  Bescfamoat  Puntpisg  Sta¬ 
tion.  preoestiy  under  the  jurisdiction 
Of  the  MDC,  is  S  valuable  uwt  Is  this 
ores.  Preoestiy,  It  css  only  he 
operated  under  certain  condition*, 
but  when  it  bso  been  turned  on,  it  bss 
bees  of  considerable  help.  A  bill  »sa 
filed  In  the  State  Legislature  loot  yesr 
to  Uft  these  restriction*  end  although 
It  received  Senate  psesace,  It 
reportedly  died  la  the  House. 

-0-0-0— 

We  were  told  a  similar  bill  has  been 
filed  again  this  year  but  Is  still  In  com¬ 
mittee.  This  makes  Ward  One  Coun¬ 
cillor  Rita  Singer  very  upset.  She  and 
state  Sen.  Francis  D.  Doris  have  been 
pushing  for  the  passage  of  this  measure 
but  can't  get  It  though  the  legislative 
process.  When  the  city  gets  hit  with 
floods,  everyone  gets  upset,  and 
everyone  wants  to  help,  but  when  a  sim¬ 
ple  bill  that  will  cut  the  red  tape  Is 
presented.  It  goes  down  the  drain. 
Something  la  wrong,  someplace. 


The  dangers  of  flooding  to  this  earn- 
m unity  and  other  surrounding  com¬ 
munities  surfaced  once  again  this 
past  Monday  night  when  Robert  O. 
Hunt,  project  manager,  U.8.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineer*,  New  Eagiaad 
Division,  appeared  before  the  council 
to  update  them  on  studies  now  being 
conducted  and  what  can  be  done  to 
move  them  along.  He  presented  each 
councillor  with  a  Project  Information 
booklet  and  It  details  bow  some  4,300 
residents  In  Revere,  Saugus.  Lyma 
aad  Malden  are  affected  by  flooding. 

—0—0—0— 

Because  we  feel  the  Information  Is 
vital  to  so  many,  we  are  printing  the 
study  in  Its  entirety.  It  reads: 

Flood  damage  reduction  studies  are 
under  way  for  the  communities  of  Lynn. 
Malden.  Revere  and  Saugus.  The  In¬ 
vestigations  were  requested  by  public 
officials  representing  these  com¬ 
munities  to  determine  the  extent  of 
flooding  problems  and  potential  solu¬ 
tions.  The  flooding  problem  appears  to 
be  widespread  based  on  a  limited 
number  of  Interviews  with  local  officials 
and  residents. 


The  Saugus  River  and  Its  tributaries 
convey  tidal  surges  into  these  com¬ 
munities  causing  tide  water  to  overflow 
rlverbanks  and  flood  low  lying  areas 
bordering  marshland.  Problems  also 
result  from  tides  overtopping  seawalls 
along  the  thore front  of  Revere  aad 
Lynn.  High  tides  also  cause  their  local 
drainage  systems  to  back  up  flooding 
basements  and  streets  In  higher  areas. 
Roughly  estimated,  about  4300  homes, 
businesses  and  Industries  are  affected 
in  the  four  communities. 

The  study  area  lo  divided  into  six 
geographic  flood-pron-  areas.  Including 
(See  attached  may  of  Study  Area) : 

1.  The  Revere  Beach  Backshore  area, 
including  about  1.200  flood-prone  homes 
end  businesses  located  behind  Revere 
Beach  in  Revere; 

2.  The  Northgate  area  of  Revere,  which 
Includes  about  100  buildings  which 
border  the  Pines  River  marsh  In  the 
vicinity  of  the  Northgate  Shopping 
Center  and  eaat  of  Route  107; 

I.  the  Town  Line  Brook  area,  in¬ 
cluding  Linden  Brook  In  Revere  and 
Malden,  which  includes  about  1.000 
buildings; 

4.  The  East  Saugus  area  comprising 
<00  vulnerable  buildings; 

B.  The  City  of  Lynn  area  with  about 
1.400  flood-prone  buildings,  including 
about  300  industrial  and  commertcal 
structures;  and 

<.  'Hie  Upper  Saugus  Rlverand  Shut* 
Brook  area  which  Includes  300  to  400 
homes  and  businesses  along  the  river 
and  brook  In  the  Town  of  Saugus 


the  problems,  three  baste  sptieno  er 
combinations  ef  options  far  flood 
damage  reduction  have  surfaced. 
These  end  any  other  feasible  options 
will  be  Investigat'd  for  nllevtotiag  the 
flooding  problems. 

Option  1.  Structural  Local  Protec¬ 
tion  Plans  -  Would  separately  pro¬ 
tect  each  of  the  first  five  areas. 
Generally,  earth  dikes  or  concrete 
walls  would  be  employed  to  preveat 
coastal  waters  from  flowing  over  the 
shore  (root  and  rlverbanks.  Pumping 
stations  and  other  measures  would 
relieve  drainage  problems  within 
areas  protected  by  the  structures- 
Tentative  structural  slignmeats 
under  consideration  are: 

a.  Revere  Beach  Back  shore  - 
about  three  miles  ef  structures  (eg. 
walls  and  dikes)  along  the  bank  of  the 
Pines  River  and  for  the  Revere  Beach 
parkland  behind  the  beach. 

b.  Northgate  -  about  one  mile 
bordering  the  Pines  River  marsh. 

e.  Town  Line  Brook  -  about  one- 
half  mile  bordering  the  Pine*  River 
Qtnb. 

d.  East  Saugus  -  about  giroe  miles 
bordering  the  Pines  River  marsh  aad 
Saugus  River. 

e.  Lynn  -  about  five  miles  border¬ 

ing  Lynn  Harbor,  Lynn  Bench  aad  the 
Sautuo  River.  _ _ _ 


Option  2.  Nonstmctural  Plans  — 
Would  reduce  the  vulnerability  to 
flooding  through  flood  preparedness 
plans  and  floodproofing  of  buildings.  In 
addition  to  a  flood  warning  system, 
other  measures  would  include  raising 
buildings,  providing  water  tight 
enclosures  for  utilities  and  sealing  win¬ 
dows  and  doors  with  waterproofed 
closures. 

Option  S.  Comprehensive  Plan  —  A 
tidal  barrier  Is  being  considered  to  pro¬ 
tect  up  to  4.500  homes  and  businesses  in 
all  six  flood-prone  areas.  Physical 

features  Include  a  concrete  wall  or  earth 

and  stone  faced  dike  across  a  river,  a 
navigation  gate  and  flushing  gates  tc 
maintain  both  navigation  and  the 
natural  flushing  of  the  rivers  and  mar¬ 
shlands.  The  gates  would  remain  open 
until  the  threat  of  a  flood.  Alternative 
alignments  are  being  considered  for  a 
barrier  at  the  mouth  of  either  the 
Saugus  or  Pines  Rivera  or  upstream  on 
the  pines  River  adjacent  to  the  BAM 
railroad  bridge.  About  two  miles  of 
structures  would  link  the  barrier  to  high 
ground.  A  pumping  station  would  pro¬ 
vide  additional  protection.  The  mershes 
In  the  Saugus  and  Pines  River  estuaries 
would  be  preserved  as  natural  storage 
areas  for  Interior  runoff. 

-0—0 — 0— 

Current  Activity  -  The  Corpo  bee 
engaged  two  independent  firms  to 
help  Investigate  the  full  exteat  of 
flooding  problems  and  identify  en¬ 
vironmental  resources  and  coocoroe: 

•Vollmer  Associates  of  Boston  is  In¬ 
terviewing  local  officials  aad 
residents  to  gather  Information  on 
flooding  problems,  to  assess  future 
flooding  potential  and  to  Inventory 
structures  In  the  flood  plain. 

•HMM  Associate*  of  Concord,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  is  gathering  environmen¬ 
tal  Information  and  assisting  the 
Corps  in  identifying  environmental 
COAOQlUt. 

This  phase  of  study,  including  the 
Identification  of  problems  and  con¬ 
cerns  and  consultations  with  the 
public  will  be  completed  by  eext 
spring.  In  addition,  coordination 
groups  of  local  Interests  will  be 
established  for  each  community  to 
help  define  and  evaluate  problems, 
concerns  and  potential  solutions  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  study  process.  Public 
meetings  In  the  communities  will  be 
held  to  discuss  the  problems  and  for¬ 
mulation  of  solutions  at  various 
stages  of  the  study. 


Battle 
to  fight 
flooding 

TIM  MUmtM  d«iM|i  to  this 
wu  from  Dm  Blaird  o i  "It  was 
estimated  at  140  million.  but,  If  wa 
vara  hit  with  tha  “wont  ever" 
storm,  tha  estimated  damage  would 
ba  la  axcaaa  of  <100  million. 

This  was  tha  aaaasamant  than  to 
tha  City  Council  on  Monday  night  by 
Robert  Hunt,  project  manager  ct  the 
uA.  Army  Corps  at  Cngtnaan.  New 
England  Division,  as  he  appeared  to 
discuss  a  number  at  flood  protoction 
plans  and  studlss  that  an  current¬ 
ly  undar  way. 

Ha  notad  tha  ttndtoa  cover  tha 
flood  prana  araaa  of  not  only  this 
city  but  also  thoaa  of  Saugus.  Lynn 
and  Malden. 

Howovar.  ha  notad  if  tha  prapos- 
ad  structural  protection  plans  now 
balng  drawn  wara  implemented.  tha 
ana  would  ba  protected  tram  this 
excessive  damage.  Thasa  plans  call 
for  sarth  dik as.  concnta  walls  to 
pravant  coastal  flooding  and  In¬ 
stallation  of  flood  gates. 

Aldad  by  a  project  map.  Hunt 
spant  40  minutes  explaining  what 
studios  an  being  made  and  what 
binding  would  ba  necessary  to  gain 
this  protection. 

Hs  declared  tha  f7  million  Raven 
Beach  Erosion  Control  Project 
should  gat  started  next  year. 
Federal  hinds  have  sJ  ready  beea 
appropriated  sad  in  addition  to  an* 
seawalls,  tha  entire  beach  ana 
would  be  resandad.  Ha  said  the  aaad 
would  come  from  IB. 

Hunt  stated  this  particular  aaad 
would  be  best  suited  for  such  a  pro¬ 
ject  in  that  It  was  lass  conduatve  la 
erosion  He  pointed  out  dredging  tha 
present  sand  tram  offshore  is  aat 
considered  feasible  because  It  la  tea 


Battle 


Continued  from  Page  One 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Protect  to 
In  the  design  stage,  while  the  corps 
is  "Just  starting"  an  a  Pinos  River 
Ns vt  ration  Protect  and  a  Saugus 
River  Navigation  Study  tar  Raven, 
Saugus  and  Lynn  —  both  of  which 
would  involve  dredging. 

Hunt  said  floodgates  on  tha 
Saugus  River  would  eliminate  10  of 
tha  13  miles  of  dikes  and  walla  call¬ 
ed  tor  under  the  Structural  Local 
Protection  Plana. 

When  asked  about  tha  poaatbla 
federal  funding  for  tha  ether  pro¬ 
tects  Hunt  said  than  hasn't  been  a 
federal  omnibus  flood  control  MU  to 
Congress  for  approximately  IS 
yean.  Ho  urged  officiate  and 
citizens  of  all  tour  communities  to 
begtn  pressing  their  lawmakan  for 
such  funds.  Ha  notad  tha  Roughanc 
Point  project  should  ba  ready  to  roll 
and  that  it  is  expected  Cbngnso  win 
be  aat  to  hear  such 
February. 


ms*** 
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Hunt  notad  that  the  Crescent 
Beach  section  of  tha  beach  present 
ly  has  I-M  sand  which  was  depcettad 
than  several  years  *■ 

He  also  ar  ids  $4  Point  of 

Pint  Flood  Damag  rovctlon  Pro. 
Ject  "la  not  far  away,"  noting  that 
the  corps  la  i  npartag  plans  for  K. 

An  H  million  Rou (harts  Point 
BATTLE  —  Page  I 


DAILY  EVENING  ITEM.  Lynn.  Mats..  Friday.  May  16.  1986 

Flood  control  options 
aired  for  Saugus  River 


SAUGUS 


By  ANTON  JOLKOVSKI 
Item  Staff 

At  a  meeting  with  a  represent¬ 
ative  of  the  Army  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  town  officials  expressed  a 
preference  for  a  plan  known  as  the 
Comprehensive  Saugus  River  Flood 
Gate  Plan  over  two  other  flood 
prevention  options. 

Officials  attending  the  meeting 
were  Town  Manager  Paul 
Rabchenuk,  Town  Engineer  Dennis 
Roy,  Public  Works  Director  Joseph 
Attubato,  Town  Planner  Paula  New¬ 
comb  and  Robert  Long,  chairman  of 
the  Planning  Board.  Representing 
the  Corps  of  Engineers  was  Robert 
Hunt,  project  manager. 

The  two  other  options  presented 
by  Hunt  were  a  local  protection  plan 
and  a  nonstnictural  plan. 

The  local  protection  plan  would 
involve  construction  of  about  13,600 
feet  of  w  .11s  and  earthen  dikes  along 
the  edge  of  the  marsh  and  the  banks 
of  the  Saugus  River. 

"The  plan,  which  would  cost 
about  $5  million,  excluding  real  es¬ 
tate  and  mitigation  costs,  demon¬ 
strates  potential  economic  feasibili¬ 
ty,”  according  to  a  report  by  Hunt. 

"The  plan,  however,  would  ad¬ 
versely  affect  about  10  acres  of 
wetlands,”  said  Hunt  in  the  report. 
“Of  the  10  acres,  about  eight  acres 
would  be  lost  and  two  could  poten¬ 
tially  be  restored,"  he  said. 


At  the  .  meeting,  town  officials 
said  this  option  would  interfere  with 
the  Lobstermen’s  Landing  riverside 
rehabilitation  project  and  with  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  river  by  residents  and 
businesses.  Additionally,  Town 
Manager  Rabchenuk  said  the  walls 
might  be  overtopped  under  some 
conditions  and  impede  subsequent 
drainage. 

The  second  option  is  aimed  at 
individual  home  and  business 
owners.  It  proposes  floodproofing 
measures  for  buildings,  including 
home-raising,  utility  cells,  utility 
rooms  and  closures  for  doors,  win¬ 
dows  and  other  openings. 

A  flood  warning  and  evacuation 
plan  also  would  be  included. 

Town  officials  expressed  very 
little  interest  in  this  option. 

The  third  and  preferred  option, 
the  Comprehensive  Saugus  River 
Flood  Gate  Plan,  would  maintain 
both  navigation  and  the  natural 
flushing  of  the  marsh  and  rivers. 
The  floodgates,  which  would  be  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  General  Edwards 
Bridge,  would  protect  about  4,500 
homes  and  businesses  in  Saugus, 
Lynn,  Revere  and  Malden. 

The  gates  would  be  closed  but  a 
“few  hours  per  year,”  according  to 
Hunt’s  report,  and  would  result  in 
“minor  impacts”  on  water  quality 
in  the  river. 

The  impact  would  be  slight,  the 
report  says,  because  “only  on  rare 
occasions  will  there  be  a  high 
amount  of  runoff  coinciding  with  the 
high  tide;  If  there  is  a  great  deal  of 


runoff,  the  length  of  time  which  the 
gates  would  be  closed  would  be 
short,  generally  less  than  three  to 
four  hours;  and  there  are  no  signifi¬ 
cant  point  source  wastewater  dis¬ 
charges  into  the  Pines  and  Saugus 
rivers  that  would  cause  serious 
harm  to  the  inner  river  system 
before  the  gates  would  be  opened 
again." 

The  report  concludes, 
“Assessments  of  the  cost,  benefits 
and  impacts  of  the  plan  are  under 
way." 

The  town  officials  said  they  be¬ 
lieved  the  plan  had  several  advan¬ 
tages  over  the  other  options  and 
mentioned  that  it  would  be  easer  to 
finance  than  the  other  options. 

A  decision  is  due  in  December 
on  which  option  should  be  pursued 
with  more  detailed  study  and  plan¬ 
ning.  Public  workshops  are  to  be 
held  in  November  and  December, 
said  Hunt. 

Those  in  attendance  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  prepared  the  following  ist  of 
candidates  for  a  citizens'  steering 
committee:  John  Coffee,  a  Town 
Meeting  member  and  former  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Conservation  Com¬ 
mission;  Stanley  Green,  a  member 
of  Saugus  Action  Vounteers  for  the 
Environment  (SAVE)  and  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Board;  Vincent  Cicolini,  har¬ 
bormaster  and  former  Conservation 
Commission  chairman;  and  Frank 
McKinnon,  also  a  former  chairman 
of  the  Conservation  Commission 
chairman. 
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Survey  is  being  made 
in  Saugus  River  area 


LYNN  —  The  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  is  soliciting  information 
from  businessmen  in  flood-prone 
areas  along  Uw  Saugus  River  con¬ 
cerning  the  value  of  their  equipment 
and  stock. 

David  Keddell  of  the  Corps'  re¬ 
gional  office  in  Waltham  said  the 
information  is  needed  to  help  the 
engineers  determine  whether  poten¬ 
tial  flood  kisses  are  sufficient  to 
justify  a  new  flood  control  project 
on  the  Saugus  River. 

Keddell  said  many  of  the  busi¬ 
nessmen  he  has  visited  so  far  have 
been  reluctant  to  provide  informa¬ 
tion.  misunderstanding  perhaps  the 
reason  for  the  questions. 

Ward  5  Councilor  Paul  St. 
Laurent  said  city  officials  requested 
the  Corps  to  undertake  the  study 
because  of  the  frequent  flooding 
that  occurs  in  such  areas  as  Sum¬ 


mer,  Alley  and  Bennett  Streets 
when  there  are  high  tides  combined 
with  heavy  rains. 

Keddell  said  the  Corps  will  be  in 
die  area  for  at  least  another  month 
gathering  information  and  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  discuss  the  project  with 
General  Electric  Co.  officials  next 
week. 

The  project  area  includes  land 
from  the  Nahant  traffic  circle  along 
the  waterfront  and  in  the  Saugus 
River  basin  areas  of  West  Lynn. 

If  the  numbers  warrant  the  in¬ 
vestment,  the  Corps  might  propose 
building  a  dike  or  floodgates  on  the 
Saugus  River  to  ease  the  problems. 

Keddell  said  anyone  with  ques¬ 
tions  or  comments  should  contact 
the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Waltham  office  at  424  Trapelo  Road. 
His  economic  office  number  is 
647-8535. 


Army  engineers  begin  reviewing 
flood  damage  reduction  results 

Saugus,  Lynn,  Malden  will  be  affected  by  six  projects  being  planned 


Rivm 


The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is 
in  the  process  of  reviewing  pre¬ 
liminary  results  of  the  Flood  Dam¬ 
age  Reduction  Study  of  the  Saugus 
River  and  tributaries  with  the  four 
affected  communities.  Revere, 
Lynn,  Saugus,  and  Maiden. 

Robert  Hunt,  project  manager 
and  Revere  coordinator  for  sis 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  flood  con¬ 
trol  projects  planned  for  the  area. 
aid  the  review  should  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  month  and  an 
Environmental  Notification  Form 
filed  with  the  state  Executive  Office 
of  Environmental  Affairs. 

Also  in  the  works  is  the  Revere 
Beach  Erosion  Control  Project, 
which  Hunt  anticipated  would  be 
under  construe  two  within  a  year, 
depending  an  funding  and  the  com¬ 


pletion  of  an  environmental  impact 
report  by  the  the  Metropolitan  Dis¬ 
trict  Commission. 

The  $8  million  Roughans  Point 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Project  is 
still  under  design.  The  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  has  authorized  but  not  ap¬ 
propriated  funds  for  its  share  of  the 
project. 

The  $4.5  million  Point  of  Pines 
project  has  been  approved  by  the 
corps  engineers  and  plans  and  spe¬ 
cifications  are  presently  being  pre¬ 
pared.  Hunt  was  hopeful  construc¬ 
tion  would  begin  in  a  year  or  two. 

Also  planned  are  the  Pines  River 
Navigation  Project  and  the  Saugus 
River  Navigation  Study,  both  of 
which  involve  dredging. 

Hunt  said  a  final  report  on  the 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  for 
the  Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries 
isn't  due  for  two  years,  but  a  de¬ 
cision  on  which  option  to  undertake 
will  be  made  within  a  matter  of 
months. 

The  are  three  options  being  con¬ 
sidered.  The  first  calls  for  four  local 
protections  plans  involving  9.8  miles 
of  walls  and  dikes  along  the  edges  of 
the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers  and 
estuaries. 

Hunt  said  this  option  has  been 
"economically  justified."  but  it 
would  adversely  affect  60  acres  of 


wetlants.  The  cost  on  this  would  be 
about  $44  million. 

A  second  option  is  a  regional 
plan  that  would  protect  up  to  5,000 
residential,  commerical,  public  and 
industrial  buildings.  It  would  in¬ 
volve  three  miles  of  structures 
(earth  dikes,  walls  and  floodgates) 
at  Revere  Beach,  Lynn  Beach,  Lynn 
Harbor  and  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River. 

Hunt  said  this  plan  has  received 
a  “very  favorable"  response  from 
the  communities  involved,  the  state 
legislature,  congressional  interests 
and  federal,  state  and  local  agen¬ 
cies. 

This  plan  would  impact  on  about 
14  acres  of  mudflats,  as  opposed  to 
the  60  acres  of  wetland  affected  by 
the  local  protections  plans.  The  esti¬ 
mated  cost  is  between  $34  million 
and  $43  million. 

The  major  concern  with  this 
option.  Hunt  said,  is  whether  it 
would  adversely  affect  the 
dynamics  and  water  qualities  of  the 
1,400  acres  of  salt  water  estuaries 
behind  the  gates. 

The  other  option,  which  Hunt 
said  no  public  interest  has  been 
indicated  in,  calls  for  non-structural 
plans.  This  would  consist  of  a  flood- 
proofing  buildings  and  having  a 
flood  warning  system. 
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Army  engineers  detail  options 
for  reducing  flooding  problems 


SAllGl'S  —  Relief  is  on  the  way 
for  the  town  s  flood-prone  areas,  but 
it  won  t  arrive  for  quite  a  while. 

The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
met  with  members  of  the  unofficial 
Saugus  Citizen's  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Monday  to  update  them  on 
progress  o7~ the  Flood  Damage  Re-  I 
duction  Study:  Saugus  River  and 
Tributaries  —  Lynn.  Malden.  Re-  | 
vere  and  Saugus. 

According  to  Project  Manager 
Robert  Hunt,  the  corps  is  about  two  I 
vears  into  the  study,  which  is  ex-  1 
pected  to  take  between  7-10  years. 
Engineers  have  just  completed  the 
preliminary  planning  stage  and  the 
results  favor  a  regional  plan  involv¬ 
ing  a  floodgate  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River,  near  the  General 
Edwards  Bridge. 

Other  options  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  corps  include  four  struc¬ 
tural  local  protection  plans  for  the 
affected  communities,  or  nonstruc- 
tural  flood  control. 

The  local  protection  plan  would 
involve  construction  of  9  8  miles  of 
earthen  dikes  or  concrete  walls  in 
four  separate  areas:  Revere  Beach 
backshore._East  Saugus.  TownLine_ 

Brook,  and  Lynn  (Lynn  Harbor. 
Lynn  Beach  and  the  Saugus  River), 
Hunt  explained 

The  project  would  cost  about  *44 
million  (in  1986  dollars),  but  it 
would  adversely  impact  about  83 
acres  of  wetlands.  It  would  also 
involve  a  large  number  of  control 
gates  requiring  careful  main¬ 
tenance. 

Non-structural  flood  control 
would  involve  flood-proofing  build¬ 
ings.  In  addition  to  a  flood  warning 
system,  the  plan  would  involve  rais¬ 
ing  buildings,  providing  waterproof 
closures  for  utilities,  and  sealing 
windows  and  doors. 

This  option,  according  to  Hunt, 
has  received  little  public  support. 
Only  five  percent  of  the  buildings  in 
the  flood  plains  are  candidates  for 
such  a  project. 

The  regional  floodgate  plan 
would  cost  between  *34  million  and 


*43  million,  would  be  less  com¬ 
plicated  to  build  and  maintain  and 
would  adversely  impact  only  about 
14  acres  of  wetlands.  It  would  also 
protect  the  largest  number  of  build¬ 
ings.  at  least  5.000. 

According  to  Hunt,  placing  a 
floodgate  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River  would  produce  the  highest  net 
benefit  of  any  of  the  plans.  In 
addition  to  having  less  of  an  adverse 
environmental  impact,  it  also  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  the  most  public  sup¬ 
port  and  the  highest  certainty  of 
functioning  properly,  he  said. 

Extensive  environmental  stud¬ 
ies  are  still  necessary  to  determine 
the  impact  on  clam  flats,  fish 
spawning,  lobstering.  and  on  the 
estuary.  The  aesthetic  impact  is 
also  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Steering  Committee  members 
present  at  the  meeting  were  Town 
Engineer  Dennis  R.  Roy.  new  Com¬ 
munity  Development  Director  John 
Mahoney:  Conservation  Com¬ 
mission  member  Ann  Cvros: 
Selectman  Robert  Lavoie:  Civil  De- 
1  fense  Director  Michael  Eavaile.  and 
Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the 
'  Environment  representative  Ellen 
.  Bums.  •  .  - 

Also  present  were  temporary 
Town  Manager  Norman  Hansen  and  j 
Virginia  DeRosa,  a'  member  of  the  : 
School  Committee  and  staff  assis- ! 
tant  to  Cong.  Nicholas  Mavroules. 

“I  think  the  regional  plan  is  the 
only  way  to  go."  Lavoie  said.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  number  ofj 
homes  and  businesses  protected  un- 1 
der  such  a  plan  would  exceed  the  | 
estimated  figure  of  5,000  if  property 
located  inland,  by  Saugus  Center  for 
example,  was  figured  in. 

Roy  also  favored  the  plan.  He 
was  concerned  that  the  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers  keep  the  community 
abreast  of  what's  happening  with 
the  project  in  order  to  maintain 
public  interest.  i 

Favalle  also  spoke  favorable  on 
the  regional  plan.  "It  seems  you  did 
listen  to  some  of  the  feedback  you 
got  from  us,"  he  said  to  Hunt.  J 


'• '  DeRosa  said  the  plan  has  the  full 
support  of  Mavroules'  office.  "I'm 
glad  to  see  it  has  come  so  far  ...  I 
can  see  today  the  tremendous 
amount  of  work  that  has  been 
done." 

DeRosa  noted  that  competition 
for  federal  money  for  such  projects 
is  keen  and  that  community  support 
would  be  important. 

Bums  said  her  major  concern 
involved  statements  Hunt  had  made 
about  the  affect  of  the  project  on 
development  of  the  wetlands.  Hunt 
predicted  that  development  would 
be  hastened  in  the  flood  plain  area 
because  building  restrictions  could 
be  loosened  a  bit. 

Cyros  said  the  regional  plan  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  best  way  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  situation  and  Hansen 
agreed,  adding  that  this  was  his 
first  look  at  the  options. 

The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
has  already  met  with  Lynn  and 
Revere  officials  and  was  scheduled 
to  meet  today  with  representatives 
from  Maiden.  Once  the  com¬ 
munities  endorse  the  plan,  the  corps 
will  submit  an  Environmental 
Notification  Form  (ENF)  to  the 
Massachusetts  Environmental  Pro¬ 
tection  Agency  and  an  Environmen¬ 
tal  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  to  the 
federal  Environmental  Protection 
Agency.  j 

This  will  be  followed  up  by  scop- . 
ing  meetings,  which  will  involve 
representatives  of  all  the  com¬ 
munities  involved.  By  late  1968.  the 
corps  hopes  to  release  a  draft  of  the 
feasibility  report,  which  will  go  on 
to  Washington,  D  C.  for  extensive 
review.  Design  work  on  the  project 
can  begin  during  the  review  process 
and  if  Congress  authorizes  in.  plans 
and  specifications  will  be  drawn  up. 

The  big  question  that  remains  is 
funding  —  how  much  the  federal 
government  will  pay  and  whether 
the  state  will  pick  up  the  rest  or 
require  funds  from  the  local  com¬ 
munities. 

-  By  JOYCE  DELEHANTY 
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Corps  will 
start  work 
in  Revere 

Engineers  may  alter 
Saugus  River  plan 

WASHINGTON  -  The  US. 
Army  Corp  of  Engineers  announced 
it  will  begin  work  on  a  shore  protec¬ 
tion  project  at  Revere  Beach  this 
year. 

The  agency  also  win  launch 
work  on  three  other  New  England 
water  projects,  including  channel 
widening  in  New  Hampshire’s 
Portsmouth  Harbor  and  a  J36  mil¬ 
lion  flood  control  project  south  of 
Boston. 

Thomas  Rhen,  New  England  en¬ 
gineer  for  the  corps,  also  told  a 
Senate  appropriations  panel  Tues¬ 
day  of  his  agency's  19M  budget 
request,  which  calls  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  $1.2  million  to  study  a  new 
plan  for  preventing  flooding  in  Re¬ 
vere,  Saugus,  Malden  and  Lynn. 

Rhen  said  the  extra  money 
would  be  used  to  study  the  feasibili¬ 
ty  of  installing  a  gated  barrier, 
project  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River,  possibly  changing  other 
plans.  Previously,  the  agency  was 
considering  individual  dike  and  wall 
projects  to  protect  the  four  com¬ 
munities. 

“We  are  seeing  increased  broad- 
base  support  for  the  gated  barrier, 
which  appears  te  have  higher  bene¬ 
fit  paybacks  and  less  environmental 
impacts  than  a  combination  of  other 
structure."  Rhea  told  the  Senate 
panel  on  energy  and  water  develop 


Hu  said  this  winter's  storms, 
while  less  serious  than  the  historic 
blizzard  of  1971,  had  clearly  il¬ 
lustrated  the  dangers  faced  by  the 
four  towns,  giving  added  urgency  to 
considering  the  Saugus  River  bar¬ 
rier  project. 

Rhen  said  the  corps  also  was 
requesting  1988  money  to  continue 
pre-construction  engineering  and 
design  work  for  the  Roughans  Point 
flood  project  in  Revere. 

He  said  the  New  England  con¬ 
struction  projects  to  begin  this  year 
were: 

•  A  shoreline  protection  project 
at  Revere  Beach  involving  the 
placement  of  sandfill  along  more 
than  two  miles  of  beach  to  protect 
seawalls  and  floodwalls  that  are 
being  undermined  by  wave  action. 
Only  last  month,  storm  flooding 
overtopped  the  walls. 

•  The  $30  million  Town  Brook 
flood  control  project  to  protect  the 
towns  of  Quincy  and  Braintree,  both 
located  just  south  of  Boston.  The 
major  feature  of  the  project  will  be 
a  one-mile-long.  12-foot-diameter 
tunnel  to  be  built  1S8  feet  under¬ 
neath  Quincy. 

•  A  $1$  million  project  to  dredge 
the  Piscataqua  River  channel  in 
Portsmouth  Harbor.  The  channel 
will  be  widened  in  three  critical 
areas  to  alleviate  serious  naviga¬ 
tional  hazards  in  the  waterway. 

•  The  construction  of  a  break¬ 
water  and  anchorage  in  Jonesport.  a 
northern  Maine  community  heavily 
dependent  on  its  commercial  fishing 
fleet.  Corps  officials  said  the  need 
for  the  project  was  again  demon¬ 
strated  in  December  when  storm- 
driven  waves  sank  one  boat  and 
damaged  others  at  their  moorings. 
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FLOOO  CONTROL 


UALTHAM.  Haas.  —  The  coaaunities  of  Lynn.  Malden.  Revere,  and 
Saugus  have  indicated  strong  support  for  a  study  of  aeasures  to 
reduce  Coastal  flooding  being  conducted  by  the  US  Army  Corps  of 
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RECREATION 


Engineers. 

“I’m  delighted  that  officials  of  the  four  communities  have  signed 
the  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF).“  said  Colonel  Thomas  Rhen. 
head  of  the  Corps’  New  England  Division.  “This  is  a  major  step 
toward  solving  the  persistent  flooding  problems  in  the  area  and 
reducing  damages  suffered  by  residential,  commercial,  and  industrial 
interests." 

The  ENF  document  officially  begins  the  Massachusetts 
Environmental  Policy  Act  (HEPA)  review  process,  which  is  required 
before  any  development  can  begin.  This  process  includes  a  thorough 
review  of  alternative  plans  and  their  impacts.  It  also  provides  the 
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public  one  of  many  opportunit ies  to  voice  their  concerns  during  the 
planning  period. 
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Severa?  alternative  plan*  for.  reducing  damages  fro*  tidal  flooding  are 
under  review-  One  plan  that  appears  promising  involves  a  floodgate  structure 
to  be  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus  River.  This  plani  known  as  the 
Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plant  would  prevent  high  tidal  surges  from 
travelling  up  the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers.  It  would  also  include  shorefront 
protection  along  Revere  Beacht  Lynn  Harbor*,  and  Lynn  Beacht  and  would  benefit 
floodprone  areas  in  all  four  communities. 

The  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  appears  to  be  a  viable  alternative 
because  it  has  public  support!  would  yield  high  economic  benefits!  and  would 
provide  the  greatest  degree  of  protection  with  the  least  adverse  environmental 
and  social  impacts  of  all  the  options  being  considered. 

The  floodgate's  physical  features  would  include  a  concrete  wall  or  earth 
dike  across  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus  River!  a  navigation  gate  that  would  allow 
recreational  and  commercial  boats  to  pass!  and  gates  that  would  maintain  the 
natural  flushing  of  the  estuarine  marshlands.  The  gates  would  remain  open 
until  the  threat  of  a  flood.  Hhen  a  coastal  flood  threat  occurs>  the  gates 
would  close  for  a  few  hours  during  the  peak  of  a  high  storm  tide  to  p  event 
tidal  surges  fro*  entering  the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers. 

The  plan  includes  the  raising  of  existing  walls  and  constructing  new  walls 
and  dikes  along  Lynn  Harbor  and  Beach  to  reduce  wave  overtopping.  Also 
essential  to  the  flood  protection  plan  behind  Revere  Beach  would  be  the 
construction  of  a  proposed  HOC  Park  embankment  adjacent  to  the  HOC  Police 
Station!  and  the  preservation  of  a  ponding  area  along  Route  1A. 

more 
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Overall.  the  Corps’  plan  would  protect  5000  residential!  commercial) 
public,  and  industrial  buildings  in  the  floodplain  of  the  four  communities. 

The  cost  of  the  Regional  Plan  is  estimated  at  approximately  *40  million. 

Col.  Rhen  said  alternative  sites  are  being  considered  for  the  floodgate 
structure  in  the  vicinity  of  the  General  Edwards  Bridge  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River.  He  said  preliminary  investigation  indicates  that  the  marshes  in 
the  Saugus  and  Pines  River  estuaries  would  not  be  signi f icantly  affected  by  a 
floodgate  structure.  Under  this  plant  the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers  would  also 
provide  the  opportunity  for  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  area’s  large  commercial 
and  recreational  fleet. 

This  flood  control  study  began  when  officials  from  the  communities  of  Lynni 
Malden.  Revere,  and  Saugus  requested  the  Corps  to  help  solve  flooding 
problems.  To  date>  over  500  peoplei  including  local  and  state  officials! 
residents!  and  concerned  individuals  have  taken  part  in  interviews  to  determine 
the  extent  of  past  flooding.  These  interviews  highlighted  the  frequent  and 
sometimes  extensive  flooding  occurring  over  a  wide  area.  Corps  representatives 
have  been  meeting  with  many  agencies  and  other  interests  to  examine  potential 
solut ions. 

The  next  step  in  the  planning  process,  according  to  Col.  Rhen.  requires  the 
Corps  to  determine  the  environmental  and  social  impacts  of  each  solution  and 
the  preferred  alignments  for  the  structures.  The  Corps  will  be  assessing  the 
impacts  of  the  alternative  solutions  through  the  state  HEPA  process  as  well  as 
the  federal  Environmental  Impact  Statement  process. 

more 
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"As  grateful  as  we  are  to  the  public  for  their  cooperation  with  the  earlier 
damage  surveys."  Col.  Rhen  added,  “continued  input  from  the  public  during  other 
phases  of  project  planning  is  essential.  The  public  will  have  several 
opportunities  to  review  and  Comment  on  project  recommendations  and  impacts 
through  meetings,  conferences,  forums,  and  informal  workshops.  The  concerns 
and  expectations  of  those  affected  in  the  study  area  will  be  discussed  and 
incorporated  into  all  phases  of  project  development  before  a  recommended 
project  is  forwarded  to  Washington  for  authorization.  The  Corps  of  Engineers 
is  committed  to  an  open  planning  process  and  we  encourage  full  public 
part ic i pat  ion . " 

Additional  information  about  the  study  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the 
project  manager.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  at  the  US  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  New  England 
Division.  424  Trapelo  Road.  Waltham.  Hass..  02254-9149.  or  by  calling  him  at 
647-8216 . 
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Television 


VBZ-TV 

VCVB-TV 

VGBH-TV 

WLVI-TV 

VMEV-TV 

VSBK-TV 


1170  Soldiers  Field  Road 
5  TV  Place 
125  Vestern  Avenue 
75  Morrissey  Blvd. 

7  Bulfinch  Place 

83  Leo  Birmingham  Parkway 


Brighton,  MA  02134 
Needham,  MA  02192 
Boston,  MA  02134 
Dorchester,  MA  02125 
Boston,  MA  02114 
Boston,  MA  02134 


Colonial  Cablevision  of  Revere,  CB  13  41  Marble  Street 


Continental  Cablevision 
of  Massachusetts 
Varner  Communications 
Varner  Communications 


600  Main  Street  —  Suite  3000 

26  Tremont  Street 
278  Mystic  Avenue 


Revere,  MA  02151 
Reading,  MA  01867 


Lynn,  MA 
Medford,  MA 


01902 

02155 


VBZ  Radio 
VEEZ  Radio 
VESX  Radio 
VFNX-FM  Radio 
VHDB  Radio 
VMRE  Radio 
VRJCO  Radio 


1170  Soldiers  Field  Road 
4450  Prutential  Tower 
P.0.  Box  710 
25  Exchange  Street 
441  Stuart  Street 
74  Lansdowne  Street 
3  Fenway  Plaza 


Boston,  MA  02134 
Boston,  HA  02199 
Salem,  HA  01970 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
Boston,  MA  02116 
Boston,  MA  02215 
Boston,  MA  02215 


Newspapers 


Associated  Press 

Beverly  Times 

Boston  Globe 

Boston  Berald 

Chelsea  Record 

Chelsea  Veekly  News 

Christian  Science  Monitor 

Danvers  Herald 

East  Boston  Community  News 


260  Summer  Street 
Dunham  Road 

135  Morrissey  Boulevard 
300  Barrison  Avenue 
18  Fourth  Street 
50  Vashington  Avenue 
One  Norway  Street 
9  Page  Street 

11  Meridian  Street 


East  Boston  Times  Free  Press  2  Lexington  Street 
Everett  Leader-Herald  28  Church  Street 

Everett  News  171  Bucknam  Street 

Gloucester  Daily  Times  Vhittemore  Street 

Lynn  Item  38  Exchange  Street 


Everett  News 
Gloucester  Daily  Times 
Lynn  Item 

ATTN:  Joyce  Delehanty 
Lynn  Sunday  Post 
Lynnfield  Villager 
Malden  Evening  Mews 
Malden  This  Veek 
Medford  Daily  Mercury 
Medford  Sunday  Post 


Box  630 

55  Salem  Street 
277  Commercial  Street 
P.0.  Box  237 
Zero  Governors  Avenue 
P.0.  Box  55 


Boston,  MA  02210 
Beverly,  MA  01915 
Boston,  MA  02107 
Boston,  MA  02106 
Chelsea,  MA  02150 
Chelsea,  MA  02150 
Boston,  MA  02115 
Danvers,  HA  01923 
East  Boston,  MA  02125 
Boston,  MA  02128 
Everett,  MA  02149 
Everett,  MA  02149 
Gloucester,  MA  01930 
Lynn,  MA  01901 

Lynn,  MA  01903 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
Malden,  MA  02148 
Malden,  HA  02148 
Medford,  MA  02155 
Medford,  MA  02155 


Melrose  Free  Press 
Middlesex  News 
Peabody  Times 
Revere  Journal 
Revere  Reporter 
Sales  Evening  News 
Saugus  Advertiser 
Swaspscott  Reporter 
United  Press  International 
Wakefield  Daily  Ites 
Winthrop  Sun  Transcript 


40  Vest  Foster  Street 
395  Moody  St. 

54  Main  Street 
327  Broadway 

500  Mountain  Avenue 
155  Washington  Street 

55  Essex  Street 

8  Anderson  Street 

1  Harold  Square 
26  Albion  Street 
193  Winthrop  Street 


Melrose,  HA  02176 
Waltham,  HA  02154 
Peabody,  HA  01903 
Revere,  MA  02151 
Revere,  MA  02151 
Salem,  MA  01970 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
Marblehead,  MA  01945 
Boston,  MA  02118 
Wakefield,  MA  01880 
Winthrop,  HA  02152 
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Soundings 
Waterways  Guide 
Mew  England  Offshore 
New  York  Testing  Labs 
New  England  Newsclip  Agency 
National  Audubon  Society 


Esssex,  CT  06426 
850  Sherd  Ave. 

P.  0.  Box  148 
81  Urban  Ave. 

5  Auburn  St. 
282  Delaware  Ave. 


Building  1505 


Mortheast  Regional  Office 
Geotechnical  Engineers  1017  Main  St. 

Environmental  Sciences  Div. 

Oakridge  National  Lab 
Civil  Engineering 
Ms.  Alicen  J.  McGowan 

Deputy  Commissioner 

Mass.  Department  of 
Cape  Cod  Planning  Commission 
CZM  Coordinator 

Mr.  John  J.  Clarke 

Mr.  Ton  McNiff  118  Grandview  Ave. 

Burrell  t  Associates  3099  S.M.  1266 

Ms.  Anna  Minicucci  230  Sterling  Ave. 

Bureau  of  National  Affairs  P.  0.  Box  750 

BBtS  Treated  Lumber  P.  0.  Box  982 

Sea  Technology  1117  N.  19th  St.,  Suite  1000 


354  East  47th  St. 

100  Cambridge  St.,  13th  Floor 


Commerce 

1st  District  Court  House 


New  York, NY  10022 
Vaban.  MA  02168 
Westbury,  NY  11590 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
Delmar,  NY  12054 

Winchester,  MA  01890 
Oakridge,  TN  37830 

New  York,  NY  10017 
Boston,  MA  02202 


Barnstable,  MA  02630 


Winthrop,  MA  02152 
Kema,  TX  77565 
Providence,  RI  02902 
Mansfield,  MA  02048 
Davisville,  RI  02854 
Arlington,  VA  22209 
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NOTICE  OF  INTENT  TO  SUBMIT  ENF 


mm.  women 


public  notici  op  environmental  review 

PROJECT:  Flood  Oamagt  Reduction  Study.  Saugus  River 
and  Tributaries 

LOCATION:  Lynn.  Malden.  Revere  and  Sougut,  Mo. 

PROPONENT:  Lynn,  Maiden.  Rtvtra  and  Sougut,  Ma. 

Tito  undoftlgnod  it  submitting  an  Environmental  Notlflce- 
tlon  Form  ("CNF")  to  <tio  Secretary  of  Environmental  Attain 
an  or  barton  March  14, 1W7. 

Thlt  will  Initiate  ravlaw  of  ttaa  abova  prolact  purtuont  to  tha 
AAottodtuttm  Environmontal  Policy  Act  ("MEPA"),  G.L.  c.  M, 
tact,  it,  42-42H).  Capias  at  tha  ENF  may  boobtalnod  from:  Mr. 
Robarf  S.  Hunt,  Now  England  Ofvition,  Corps  gt  Engineers, 
Building  112N,  424  Trapeto  Rood.  Waltham,  Mo.  02254-*l41 
(417)447-0214.  Copies  of  tha  ENF  ara  also  baing  sant  to  tha 
Conservation  Commission  and  Planning  Board  of  Lynn,  Malden, 
Revert  and  Sougut  Ma.  whan  they  may  be  inspected. 

Tha  Secretary  of  Environmental  Attain  will  publish  notice 
of  tha  ENF  In  the  Environmental  Monitor,  will  receive  public 
comments  on  tha  protect  tor  twenty  days,  and  will  than  decide, 
within  ten  days.  It  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  Is  needed.  A 
site  visit  and  consultation  session  on  the  protect  may  also  be 
scheduled.  All  persons  wfsOing  to  comment  on  the  project,  or  to 
be  notified  of  a  site  visit  or  consultation  session,  should  write  to 
the  Secretary  at  Environmental  Affairs,  TOO  Cambridge  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202,  Attention:  MEPA  Unit,  referencing 

tha  abova  prefect. 

Prepared  by 
ROBERTS.  HUNT 
Prefect  Manager 

Item:  March  H  1W7 _ 


/{Iso  affeareJ  ,'V) 

■Tcu.pn  <*  /  3// 8/ 8  7 


1-17 


Engineers  Would  Build  Floodgat 
At  Mouth  of  the  Saugus  River 
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high  tidal 

surges  from  travelling  up  the 
Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers. 

It  also  would  include  shore! root 
protection  along  Revere  Reach. 
Lynn  Harbor,  and  Lynn  Beach,  and 
would  benefit  floodpmne  areas  in  all 
four  communities. 

The  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plan  appears  to  be  a 
workable  alternative  because  it  has 
public  support;  would  yield  high 
economic  benefits;  and  would 
provide  the  greatest  degree  of 
protection  with  the  least  adverse 
environmental  and  social  impacts  of 
all  the  options  being  considered. 

The  floodgate's  physical  features 
would  include  a  concrete  wall  or 
earth  dike  across  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River;  a  navigation  gate 
that  would  allow  recreational  and 
commercial  boats  to  pass;  and  gates 
that  would  maintain  the  natural 
flushing  of  the  estuarine  mar¬ 
shlands.  The  gates  would  remain 
open  until  the  threat  of  a  flood. 

When  a  coastal  flood  threat  oc¬ 
curs.  the  gates  would  close  for  a  few 
hours  during  the  peak  of  a  high 
storm  tide  to  prevent  tidal  surges 
from  entering  the  Saugus  and  Pines 
Rivers 


The  plan  includes  the  raising  of 
existing  walls  and  constructing  new 
walls  and  dikes  along  Lynn  Harbor 
and  Beach  to  reduce  wave  over¬ 
topping.  Also  essential  to  the  flood 
protection  plan  behind  Revere 
Beach  would  be  the  construction  of  a 
proposed  MDC  Park  embankment 
adjacent  to  the  MDC  Police  Station, 
and  the  preservation  of  a  ponding 
area  along  Rte.  1A. 


Overall,  the  Corps’  plan  would 
protect  5.000  residential,  com¬ 
mercial.  public,  and  industrial 
buildings  in  the  floodplain  of  the  four 
communities.  The  cost  of  the 
Regional  Plan  is  estimated  at  ap¬ 
proximately  $40  million. 

Colonel  Rhen  said  alternative  sites 
are  being  considered  for  the 
floodgate  structure  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  General  F.riwards  Bridge  and  the 
nmiilhol  l  hr  Saugus  River. 

Il»  •‘.•ii>t  preliminary  investigation 
indicates  Mi.it  ihe  marshes  in  the 
Smtgus  mul  flues  River  estuaries 
CON'T 
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would  not  be  significantly  affected 
by  a  floodgate  structure. 

Under  this  plan,  the  Saugus  and 
Pines  Rivers  would  also  provide  the 
oportunity  for  a  harbor  of  refuge  for 
the  area's  large  commercial  and 
recreational  fleet. 

This  flood  control  study  began 
when  officials  from  the  communities 
of  Lynn.  Malden.  Revere,  and 
Saugus  recpested  the  Corps  to  help 
solve  flooding  problelms. 

To  date,  over  500  people,  including 
local  and  state  officials,  residents, 
and  concerned  individuals  have 
taken  part  in  interviews  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  extent  of  past  flooding. 

These  interviews  highlighted  the 
frequent  and  sometimes  extensive 
flooding  occurring  over  a  wide  area. 
Corps  representatives  have  been 


meeting  with  many  agencies  and 
other  interests  to  examine  potential 
solutions. 

The  next  step  in  the  planning 
process,  according  to  Colonel  Rhen, 
requires  the  Corps  to  determine  the 
environmental  and  social  impacts  of 
each  solution  and  the  preferred 
alignments  for  the  structures.  The 

Corps  will  be  assessing  the  impacts 
of  the  alternative  solutions  through 
the  state  MEPA  process  as  well  as 
the  federal  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  process. 

“As  grateful  as  we  are  to  the 
public  for  their  cooperation  with  the 
earlier  damage  surveys.”  Colonel 
Rhen  added,  "continued  input  from 
the  public  during  other  phases  of 
project  planning  is  essential. 

“The  public  will  have  several 


opportunities  to  review  and  com¬ 
ment  on  project  recommendations 
and  impacts  through  meetings, 
conferences,  forums,  and  informal 
workshops.  The  concerns  and  ex¬ 
pectations  of  thoae  affected  in  the 
study  area  will  be  discussed  and 
incorporated  into  all  phases  of 
project  <* "  c^pment  before  a 
recommer  .-J  project  is  forwarded 
toWashingw  "V  jthorization. 

“The  Corps  of  Engineers  is 
committed  to  an  open  planning 
process  and  we  encourage  full  public 
participation.” 

Additional  information  about  the 
study  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  project  manager.  Robert  G 
Hunt,  at  the  US  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  New  England  Division. 
424  Trapeio  Rd..  Waltham.  Mass  . 
02254-9149.  or  by  calling  him  at  647 
S216. 
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WALTHAM.  Has*.  —  A  public  Booting  to  solicit  cooaonto  about  plan* 
to  reduce  tidal  flooding  from  tho  Saugus  and  Pinos  Rivors  and  ths 
adjacent  shorefront  will  bs  hold  on  Tuesday.  April  7.  1987  at  3  p.a.  in 
the  Revere  High  School  on  School  Street. 

The  seeting.  sponsored  by  the  cossunities  of  Lynn.  Malden,  Revere, 
and  Saugus,  is  part  of  the  Coasonwealth  of  Massachusetts'  environsental 
review  process  and  will  help  the  US  Arny  Corps  of  Engineers  develop  its 
Environsental  Iapact  Report  on  its  proposed  flood  control  plans. 

Officials  froa  the  cossunities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus 
had  requested  the  Corps  to  investigate  area  flooding  probleas  and  over 
500  people  have  been  interviewed  to  detersine  the  extent  of  past 
flooding.  The  Corps  of  Engineers  is  detersining  the  environsental  and 
social  iapacts  of  each  potential  solution,  and  the  public  seeting  will 
give  affected  citizens  an  opportunity  to  voice  their  opinions. 

There  are  about  5000  residential,  coasercial,  public,  and 
industrial  buildings  in  the  coastal  and  inland  floodplains  of  the  four 
cossunities  that  are  being  addressed  by  this  study.  Inland  tidal 
surges  up  the  Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers  would  also  affect  thousands  of 
coasuters  using  the  MBTA* s  Blue  Line.  B&M  coasuter  rail,  and  Routes  1, 
1A,  60,  and  107. 
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The  Corps  is  presently  studying  three  options  that  will  help  reduce 
coastal  flooding.  The  first  option  would  include  construction  of  ten 
siles  of  floodwalls  and  earth  dikes  along  the  banks  of  the  Saugus  and 
Pines  Rivers  and  the  edge  of  the  sarshland*  and  along  Revere  Beach 
Reservationi  Lynn  Harbori  and  Lynn  Beach.  (The  protected  area  and  the 
alignsents  of  the  walls  and  dikes  are  shown  on  the  Option  1  sap).  The 
estisated  cost  for  this  alternative  is  $44  Billion. 

The  second  alternative  is  a  nonstructural  plan  esphasizing  flood 
preparedness  and  the  floodproofing  of  buildings.  Howevert  research  by 
the  Corps  indicates  that  less  than  five  percent  of  buildings  vulnerable 
to  flooding  could  be  floodproofed. 

The  third  option!  known  as  the  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate 
Plan,  has  received  the  sost  public  support.  Under  this  $40  sillion 
plan,  a  gated  structure  would  be  built  across  the  south  of  the  Saugus 
River.  The  gate  would  resain  open  allowing  recreational  and  cossercial 
boats  to  pass  until  the  threat  of  a  coastal  storsi  when  the  gates  would 
be  closed.  The  Corps  would  also  construct  walls  and  dikes  along 
portions  of  Lynn  Harbori  Lynn  Beachi  and  Revere  Beach  Reservation  to 
protect  the  shorefront.  Indications  are  that  this  option  provides  the 
greatest  degree  of  protection  with  possibly  the  least  adverse 
environsental  and  social  ispacts.  (Hap  of  Option  3  is  attached). 

Public  workshops  during  the  susser  will  keep  the  public  inforsed 
about  the  progress  of  the  study. 
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SAUGUS 


'll  l/«7  K  •€  J-<— o-  Jo** 

Tid  d  flooding  meeting 


A  public  meeting  to  solicit  com* 
ments  about  plans  to  reduce  tidal 
flooding  from  the  Saugus  and  Pines 
Rivers  and  the  adjacent  shore  front 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  7,  at 
3  p.m.  in  the  Revere  High  School  on 
School  St. 

The  meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
communities  of  Lynn,  Malden, 
Revere  and  Saugus,  Is  part  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts' 
environmental  review  process  and 
will  help  the  US  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  develop  its  Environmen¬ 
tal  Impact  Report  on  its  proposed 
flood  control  plans. 

Officials  from  the  communities  of 
Lynn.  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus 
had  requested  the  Corps  to  in¬ 
vestigate  area  flooding  problems 
and  over  000  people  have  been  inter¬ 
viewed  to  determine  the  extent  of 
past  flooding.  The  Corps  of 
Engineers  Is  determining  the  en¬ 
vironmental  and  social  Impacts  of 
each  potential  solution,  and  the 
public  meeting  will  give  affected 
citizens  an  opportunity  to  voice  their 
opinions. 

There  are  about  3000  residential, 
commercial,  public  and  Industrial 
buildings  in  the  coastal  and  inland 
floodplains  of  the  four  communities 
that  are  being  addressed  by  this 
study.  Inland  tidal  surges  up  the 
Saugus  and  Pines  Rivers  would  also 
affect  thousands  of  commuters  us¬ 
ing  the  MBTA’s  Blue  Line,  B&M 
commuter  rail,  and  Routes  1,  IA,  60 
and  107. 


less  than  five  percent  of  buildings 
vulnerable  to  flooding  could  be 
floodproofed. 

The  third  option,  known  as  the 
Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate 
Plan,  has  received  the  most  public 
support.  Under  this  340  million  plan, 
a  gated  structure  would  be  built 
across  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River.  The  gate  would  remain  open 
allowing  recreational  and  commer¬ 
cial  boats  to  pass  until  the  threat  of 
a  coastal  storm,  when  the  gates 
would  be  closed.  The  Corps  would 
also  construct  walls  and  dikes  along 
portions  of  Lynn  Harbor,  Lynn 
Beach  and  Revere  Beach  Reserva¬ 
tion  to  protect  the  shorefront.  In¬ 
dications  are  that  this  option  pro¬ 
vides  the  greatest  degree  of  protec¬ 
tion  with  possibly  the  least  adverse 
environmental  and  social  Impacts. 
(Map  of  Option  3  is  attached). 

Public  workshops  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  will  keep  the  public  informed 
about  the  progress  of  the  study. 


The  Corps  is  presently  studying 
three  options  that  will  help  reduce 
coastal  flooding.  The  first  option 
would  include  construction  of  10 
miles  of  floodwalls  and  earth  dikes 
along  the  banks  of  the  Saugus  and 
Pines  Rivers  and  the  edge  of  the 
marshland,  and  along  Revere 
Beach  Reservation,  Lynn  Harbor 
and  Lynn  Beach.  (The  protected 
area  and  the  alignments  of  the  wails 
and  dikes  are  shown  on  the  Option 
1  map).  The  estimated  cost  for  this 
alternative  is  344  million. 

The  second  alternative  is  a 
nonstructural  plan  emphasizing 
flood  preparedness  and  the  flood- 
proofing  of  buildings.  However, 
research  by  the  Corps  Indicates  that 
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May  18,  1987 

MEETING  SET  ON  TIDAL  FLOODING 

WALTHAM,  Mass.  —  Tidal  flooding  along  the  Lynn-Revere  coast  and 
from  the  Saugus  and  Pines  rivers  will  be  the  subject  of  a  public  meeting 
to  be  held  on  May  27,  1987,  in  Saugus  High  School  on  Pierce  Memorial 
Drive.  The  3:00  P.M.  session  is  being  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers  as  part  of  the  federal  environmental  review  process  for  its 
proposed  plans  to  reduce  tidal  flooding  in  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and 
Saugus . 

"We  are  evaluating  the  environmental  and  social  impacts  of  a  number 
of  alternatives  for  solving  the  flooding  problems  in  the  four 
communities,"  according  to  Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen,  head  of  the 
Engineers'  New  England  Division.  "The  views  and  opinions  of  residents 
of  the  area  will  be  invaluable  in  assisting  us  in  preparing  our 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  study." 

Within  the  study  area  are  approximately  5,000  residential, 
commercial,  public  and  industrial  buildings,  as  well  as  commuter  lines 
of  the  MBTA  and  the  B&M  Railroad  and  Routes  1,  1A,  60  and  107.  The 
Engineers'  ongoing  study  stems  from  requests  from  each  of  the  four 
communities  for  federal  assistance  to  protect  these  areas. 

"To  date  we  have  conducted  damage  surveys  of  3,500  of  these 
buildings  and  a  number  of  alternatives  have  been  considered  for  their 
protection.  We  are  now  concentrating  on  the  three  which  appear  the  most 
feasible,"  Colonel  Rhen  noted. 

more 
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The  first  plan.  Option  1.  has  an  estimated  cost  of  $44  million  and 
would  require  the  construction  of  10  miles  of  floodwalls  and  earth  dikes 
along  the  banks  of  the  two  rivers  and  the  adjacent  marshland  and  along 
Revere  Beach  Reservation,  Lynn  Harbor  and  Lynn  Beach. 

A  second  alternative  involves  flood  preparedness  and  the 
floodproofing  of  buildings.  While  this  nonstructural  proposal  is  the 
least  costly,  it  would  also  provide  the  least  amount  of  protection, 
since  investigations  by  the  Corps  indicate  that  less  than  five  percent 
of  the  buildings  vulnerable  to  flooding  could  be  f loodproofed. 

The  greatest  amount  of  protection  would  be  provided  by  a  $40  million 
plan  which  appears  to  have  the  most  public  support.  Under  this  Option  3 
proposal,  a  gated  structure  would  be  constructed  across  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River  and  would  be  linked  with  walls  and  dikes  along  portions  of 
Lynn  Harbor,  Lynn  Beach  and  the  Revere  Beach  Reservation.  A  gated 
navigation  opening  would  allow  the  free  passage  of  recreational  and 
commercial  boats.  The  navigation  and  additional  flushing  gates  would 
also  allow  the  natural  tidal  flushing  of  the  rivers  and  marshlands  to 
continue,  except  during  storm  tide  conditions.  When  there  is  a  threat 
of  coastal  flooding,  all  gates  would  be  closed  for  a  few  hours  during 
the  high  storm  tide  to  seal  off  the  entire  flood-prone  area  behind  the 
gates. 

The  meeting  is  the  second  to  be  conducted  by  the  Engineers;  the 
first  was  held  in  Revere  on  April  7  and  was  part  of  the  state’s 
environmental  review  process.  At  the  April  meeting,  attendees  expressed 
a  number  of  concerns  about  the  various  alternatives.  Some  included  the 
potential  impact  on  31  acres  of  wetlands  from  construction  of  Option  1 
and  the  need  for  fully  documenting  the  Option  2  nonstructural  plan.  For 
Option  3,  concerns  included  the  effects  of  the  gated  structure  on 
sedimentation,  water  quality,  aesthetics,  fish  passage,  and  flood  levels 
in  Broad  Sound,  as  well  as  future  rising  of  the  tides  and  potential 
development  around  the  estuary  after  the  flood  tnreat  is  eliminated. 

more 
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A  Citizens'  Steering  Committee  is  being  formed  to  work  with  the 
Engineers  in  the  formulation  of  a  final  plan.  This  group  will  include 
nearly  three  dozen  public  officials  and  private  citizens  from  the  four 
communities.  Also  involved  in  the  study  effort  will  be  a  technical 
group  including  representatives  from  federal,  state  and  local  agencies 
and  private  interests. 

"Involvement  by  the  Steering  Committee,  the  technical  group  and 
individual  citizens  is  essential  in  assuring  that  any  resulting 
recommendations  meet  the  needs  of  the  area,"  Colonel  Rhen  added.  "The 
May  27th  meeting  will  provide  a  forum  for  all  interests  to  present  their 
views  on  our  study  effort." 

A  series  of  workshops  will  be  scheduled  for  the  communities  during 
the  summer  to  keep  the  public  informed  of  the  study's  progress. 
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Engineers  concerned 


about  1-95 

Fears  removal  may 


sauous 

The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  in  a  letter  to  Revere  officials, 
has  addressed  the  issue  of  potential 
flooding  in  East  Saugus  and  in  the 
Seaplane  Basin  of  Revere  if  the  1-95 
sandpile  is  removed. 

Joseph  L.  Ignazio,  of  the  corps 
planning  division,  wrote  that 
analysis  of  existing  physical  and 
hydraulic  conditions  of  the  Revere- 
Saugus  Marsh  indicated  that  com¬ 
plete  removal  of  the  1-99  embank¬ 
ment  fill  would  raise  tidal  flood 
elevations  in  the  basin  and  East 
Saugus  areas  from  one-half  to  one 
foot. 

To  maintain  the  existing  tidal 
flood  protection  provided  by  the  1-96 
embankment,  the  fill  could  be  re¬ 
moved  to  a  berm  with  a  top  eleva¬ 
tion  at  phn  li  feet  (within  four  to 
six  feet  of  the  irregular  marsh 
surface)  and  a  top  width  of  79  feet, 
Ignazio  wrote. 

The  corps  is  concerned  about  the 
removal  of  the  sand  because  of  two 
projects  it  is  involved  in.  The  Re¬ 
vere  Beach  Erosion  Control  Project 
calls  for  re-sanding  the  mile 
beach  with  900,000  cubic  yards  of  fill 
taken  from  the  sand  pile.  The 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood 


sandpile 

lead  to  flooding 

Damage  Reduction  Study  involves 
pro  tec  ton  plans  for  Lynn.  Malden. 
Saugus  and  Revere. 

The  corps  memo  does  not,  how¬ 
ever,  address  the  concerns  of  the 
Conservation  Commission  regard¬ 
ing  the  removal  of  fill  from  the  pile. 

“They  (the  state)  have  got  to 
come  up  with  something  concrete  or 
otherwise  we  could  end  up  with  a 
gravel  pit  when  the  pile  is  re¬ 
moved,”  ConCom  Chairman  Fran¬ 
cis  McKinnon  said. 

The  Conservation  Commission  is 
insisting  the  state  file  a  notice  of 
intent  outlining  its  plans  for  the  pile. 
The  commission,  which  can  then 
issue  an  order  of  conditions  regard¬ 
ing  how  the  pile  is  to  be  removed, 
wants  in  writing  the  state’s  plans 
for  restoring  the  marsh  —  whether 
it  involves  reseeding,  building  a 
linear  park  as  has  been  suggested, 
or  some  other  option. 

The  controversy  over  the  aban¬ 
doned  strip  of  1-99  erupted  this 
spring  when  contractors  attempted 
to  remove  sand  from  the  Saugus 
side  for  a  Lynn  Water  and  Sewer 
Commission  project.  The  Conserva¬ 
tion  Commission  issued  a  cease  and 
desist  order  and  eventually,  the 
contractor,  who  had  received  per¬ 
mission  from  the  state  to  take  the 
fill  from  the  pile,  went  elsewhere 
for  the  material. 
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Opening  up  the floodgates 

Local  officials  tour  hurricane  barriers  for  insight 


■  •!  **•  •  5«tl 

By  JOYCE  DELEHANTY;!0*i 
. ilea  Staff  »•  -i 

Read  inf  a  technical  description 
of  a  hurricane  barrier,  and  see  inf 
one  in  person  are  two  different 
tiunfs.  as  a  (roup  representing 
Saugus.  Revere,  Maiden  and  Lyrrn^ 
found  out. 

Last  week,  the  Xrroy  Corps  of 
Engineers,  rwhteh  ’  Is  considering  1 
construction  of  a  floodgate  acroeai 
the  mouth  of  the  Saugus  River,  took! 
more  than  50  people  from  the  foer 
communities  on  a  tour  of  hurricane* 
barriers  in  Providence,  R.L,  .and; 
New  Bedford. 

The  contingent  included  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  conservation  coro-j , 
missions  in  the  participating  com*; 
m unities,  members  of  engineering  ; 
and  planning  departments,  neigh- , 
borbood  groups  such 'as  the  Oak ' 
Island  and  Point  of  Pines  neighbor- 
hood  associations  In  Revere,  civil « 
defense  directors,  and  members  of  \ 
special  groups  such  as  Saugus  Ac- 1 
tion  Veiunteers  fori  the  Environ- 4 
merit.  Nahant’s  Safer  Water  In  Man 
sachuaetts  (SWIM)  and  the  Point  ot 
Pines  Yacht  Gub. .v> 

The  Metropolitan  District  Com* 
mission,  the  Deportment  of  En* 
vironmental  Quality  Engineering, 
the  Massachusetts  Environmental 
Planning  Agency.1  Coastal  Zone 
Management,  the  Coast  Guard  and 
the  Audubon  Society  were  also  in¬ 
vited  to  send  representatives.  Many 

1/  U1IU.V  1  ii*M  *  • 1  -»l 


"The  key  Is  knowledge."  Saugus 
Planner  John  Mahoney  said  of  the 
trip.  "U's  just  unfortunate  that  not 
everyone  can  come  down  here  and 
see  these  things  firsthand." 

'  Mahoney  was  convinced  a  flood 
barrier  is  needed.  The  question  is 
What  type  would  be  most  effective. 
,/ri  SAVE  President  Ellen  Burn* 
said  a  lot  of  questions  remain  to  be 
"answered  before  a  gate  could  be 
•built  across  the  Saugus  River.  She, 
and  others  questioned  the  affect  the  ■ 
berrier  and  change  in  tidal  flow1- 
_  would  have  on  the  marsh  and  how 
jjcffectivea  method  it  will  be  for-, 
.flood  protection.  ; 

With  various  state  and  local  i 
poops  studying  "the  fature  of  the 
marsh  area.  In  particular  the  1-95 
tsandpile,  Burns  questioned  bow  all 
the  projects  would  fit  together. 

>  -"How  it's  all  going  to  fit  togeth¬ 
er.  I  don't  know,  '  Bums  said 

Saugus  Civil  Defense  Director  ’ 
Michael  Favaie  said  the  visit  reaf¬ 
firmed  his  opinion  that  a  floodgate 
is  the* way  to  go,  while  Saugus 
Conservation  Commission  member 
Ann  Cyrus.  Ilka  Burns,  stressed  the- 
importance  of  having  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  plans  for  the  river  and  marsh 
Jam  coordinated.  *  -  • 

David  Castagnetti.  project  man¬ 
ager  in  the  Revere  office  of  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Community  Development, 
noted  although  the  sail  marsh  in  the 
Saugus-Revert  area  makes  a  local 


i::u  i /.;<”  ! 

project  different  in  some  ways  from 
the  one  s  the  group  toured,  the  trip 


was  valuable. 


"The  tnp  here  was  very  useful!1 
Castagnetti  said.  "It  allowed  me  to 
see  what  they're  talking  about" 
n  '  One  ef  the  issues  brought  up  by.' 
severil  people  was  (list  of  develop-  ’ 
ment  o(  Um  marsh  ' am. L  Some  < 
questioned  whether  spending  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  on  a  floodgate  would 
benefit  primarily  developers  who- 
will  be  able  to  build  In  places  pre¬ 
viously  believed  unbutldable  or 
risky  because  of  the  flooding  poten¬ 
tial.  •*.'  »•  ■*  viu-c-  •  • 

The  first  stop  on  the  tour  was  the 
Foi  Point  Hurricane  Barrier  la 
Providence.  Located  about  one  mile  : 
south  of  the  city’s  downtown  am. 
the  structure  spans  the  Providence 
River  Construction  of  the  berrier  ) 
was  authorized  in  1961.  Work  began 
in  1961  and  the  project  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1M6  at  a .  cost  of  •  $116 
million.  •  . . .  .N/..\  » 

Although  nasty  weather  made 
outdoor  viewing  of  the  facility  dif¬ 
ficult,  the  group  did  get  to  see  the 
pump  area.' The  heartier’ in  the 
-crowd  ventured  along  the  walkway,, 
of  the  barrier,  but  standing  on  top 
of  it  rather  than  viewing  it  from  a 
distance  made  it  difficult  to  put  Its** 
sue  and  configuration .;  Into 4pei*f 
spective.  '  Y  ». }  -*  *. / 

:  The  barrier  coosiated  ef  a  coe-% 


terete  gravity  dam  about  700  feet 
9.  long  with  connecting  dikes  extend- 
9  in*  across  the  mouth  of  the  river; 

There  were  three  "ta inter"  gates 
.  with  60-foot  wide  openings  that  pas* 
_  normal  river  and  udal  flow,  includ¬ 
ing  runoff,  in  the  the  river 
•  ‘  When  the  gates  are  dosed,  they 
prevent  the  entry  of  udal  flood 
r  waters  from  the  bay.  When  they  are 
.  raised,  they  permit  passage  of  small 
.  boats  and  barges.  Although  not  all 
.  barrier  structures  require  a  pump- 
£  in*  system,  this  one  did.  There  were 
9  five  electrically-driven  pumps 
capable  of  discharging  7.000  cubic 
-  feet  of 'water  per  second  — — 

The  question  asked  most  fre- 
•quentiy-  by  -  the  viators  was  what 
happens  if  the  power  goes  off.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  large  amount  of  elec¬ 
tricity  used,  a  generator  system 
was  not  feasible.  However,  the  local 
,  opera  tors  giving  the  tour  said  re- 
.  storing  power  to  operate .  the 
floodgates  was  a  top  priority  with 
.  Naragansett  Electric  Plant. 

In  discussing  (he  issue  of  how 
-the  gates  would  be  powered,  one  of 
the  concerns  noted  by  several  peo¬ 
ple  was  whether  RESCO  would  sup¬ 
ply  the  power  for  the  Saugus  River 
gates  and  whether  that  would  entail 
.construction  of  the  controversial 
•third  burner. 

It  was  aloo  noted  that  the  city  of 
.Providence  was  responsible  for  op¬ 
erating  and'  maintaining  the  gales, 
a  point  that  had  several  people 
wondering  what  the  long-term  cost 
would  be  to  the  four  comm  uni  tie*. 
.In  extolling  the  benefits  of  the 
barrier,  the  Army  Corps  noted  that 
if  a  storm  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
'  1938  hurricane  were  to  occur  again, ; 
Providence  would  avoid  in  excess  of 
SI23  million  in  damages.  To  date. , 
the  Army  Corps  says  the  gale  has  • 
prevented  more  than  1700.000  in , 

“damages.  "  ’ -  j 

er*r  The  second  leg  of  the  journey  to  . 
th#  group  to  New  Bedford.  Although  » 
the  weather  still  refused  to  cooper-  j 
-ate.  the  visitors  got  a  much  better  [ 

!feel  for  how  a  floodgate  operates.  In 
addition  to  a  tour  of  the  interior  of  * 
,th«  facility,  the  group  got  a  demoo- 
-  sirs  tion  of  how  the  gate  dosed.  *  j 
.r* v  Although  it  doesn't  sound  like’ a 
f  major  ordeal,  one  look  at  the  huge 
(.wedge-shaped  gate  and  the  rnagu- 
;  tube  of  the  effort  became  apparent.  ( 
'Mariners  had  to  be  warned  well  In 
'advance  (hat  the 'gate  would  be’ 
-closing  for  a  brief  period  that  day.  | 
i—  11m  -  New  Bedford- Fa irhavtn- | 
Acuahnet  Hurricane  Flood  Project,  \ 
.as  U  la  officially  called,  was  started  I 
in  1983  and  completed  In  1966  at  a. 
rcost  of  1111  million,  according  to: 

*  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  which . 
-  built  and  still  operates  the  gate. 

The  project  provides  a  barrier  t 
*  across  the  New  Bedford-Fairhaven 
«  Harbor  with  supplementary  dikes  in 
•  the  darks'  Cove  area  of  New  Bed¬ 
ford  and  In  Fairhaven.  The  harbor 
•barrier  consists  of  4,500.  feet  of 
feartftfUl  dike  extending  across  the 


,main  harbor.  Twin  sector  gates  can 
.seal  the  150-foot  wide  navigation 
opening  In  X)  minutes.  g  1 
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Stink  over  sand  rises  anew 

Plan  to  use  1-93  roddbod  dfRevero  Beach ikpectodto  raise  a  ruckus 


By  JOYCE  DOJEBANTY 


fMimi.  ehitf  *  H> 
l  of  —gtasi w  CMI 
UWt,  eat  ipItwilHlr 


Who  mold  tave  Hmght  ■  yflef 
wad  could  make  taeh  •  dttf  l  ...  . 

Althowb  the  iiutniiaitj  Hr-  fwya.ag 
roundinc  the  abaadoafe  M*  Mad-  '  — 

pd.HHdMi.HHHMW. 
hxhcatioH  arc  the  calm  wea't  last.  mMet  ( 
The  Metropolitan  District  Coat-  ^mnCo 

misuaa  will  be  Making  pumlmiaa  aaUard 

from  the  Camera  tioa  CommtaaioB  ^ 

to  remove  mad  tar  am  la  the  Re-  prelect, 
cere  Beach  erosion  coatrol  prefect  — ,  p, 

(the  reeaadiac  of  the  haach).  review. 

The  prefect,  a  -Joint  aft  of  ^cmne 
the  Army  Cot?s  of  Enginwn  aad  pmit  It 
the  MDC.  was  tlatad  to  befia  aext  cuaare 
month  It  sow  looks  like  it  will  he  removal 
at  least  nest  «pnng  before  «orft  ere  area.  Al 


pate  *  problem  obUhuaf  the  worked  out 
Coasul  Zone  Maatgnmt  pmit.  “I  boa  t  think  the  Saugus  ones- 
presided  bath  the  Revere  tad  ttaa  la  tamnaoaatabie."  he  said 
leagas  Coaaonwtloa  rtaanireliai  -Nobody  weald  baiM  a  project  if  It  s 
tame  the  local  permitt  ascareety.  pom*  to  help  aae  person  aad  hurt 
Ha  atae  daom't  exooct  maH  areh-  aaolher." 
lamtathoMDCohtatamtaChaptar  Oae  af  the  eoacarm  retadmu 


permit  from  OBOE  have 


The  w^JeeteeBe  tar  removal  ef 
IH.oao  cgbfe  yards  sf  read  from  the 
stretch  of  s  basil  need  I-H  roadway 
from  Copefent  Circle  la  Ravers  la 
Ballard  Street  la  Sawn 

Although  the  srsaaoo  ooatref 
project,  iaeMiag  the  removal  of 


Report  hat  ham  aeefeted  by 
MEPA.  R't  He  Saagre  COaarre- 
Uoa  Comm  last  na  that  oatad  ha  He 
problem,  hi  sold. 

CooCera  Chalraaa  Freak 
McHmoa  has  said  oa  several  aoee- 
stam  that  ths  lews  Is  taokiag  tar  a 

state's  tang-nags  ptma  'tar  He 


Policy  Act  (MEPA).  a 
adsd  from  the  Samm 


ooedsd  from  both  the  Revere  i 
Saugus  Conaervatioo  Commtaiir 


removal  af  Oil  aaar  d.  wetlands  "»w  it  to  be 
Also,  re  trosica  efltretan  can-  red  to  the  md, 
lire  mret  he  Mod  wtth  both  wtth  Utile  mon 


troi  pire  mret  be  01«d  wtth  both 
local  crenmtutam  sad  ciHwlatad 
with  MEPA.  mjc  aH  CZM 
Williams  ■»  hi  daren't  satks- 


•  The  nnmmlrelaa's  fare  la  that 
Ha  state,  which  owm  He  mad.  will 
aUsw  It  to  be  removed  ptacwnrel 
aad  la  Ha  md.  Severe  wiD  be  left 
wtth  Uttle  more  than  a  (ravel  pit. 

Although  Williams  aspects  there 
to  be  some  opposition  from  1  refer 
ho  is  optimistic  Hh«s  ere  lie 


Oar  of  He  rescans  resideou 
Rare  mpreread  about  the  aaadpUe  is 

He  possibility  of  floodinf  la  East 
Saagre  if  the  barrier  is  removed 
The  Army  Cerps  has  bom  stadytaf 
floodiog  hi  the  marsh  area  as  part 
af  its  Flood  Damage  Reduction 
Study  af  He  Saugus  River  aad  its 
tributaries  The  earps  has  de- 
tannsad  that  to  maiataia  asisung 
tidal  fiead  protection  provided  by 
embank mant.  the  fill  oouid  he  re- 
mauad  to  a  berm  with  a  top  eleva¬ 
tion  at  plae-U  feet  (within  four  to 
six  taut  ef  the  irregular  marsh 
mrface).  wtth  a  tap  width  of  75  feet 
Williams  was  hopeful  things 
could  be  sported  out  with  Saugus, 
bat  acknowledged  opposition  could 
Hag  the  start  of  the  re-sanding 
project  out  indefinitely 


TWES  -SAUGUS/LYNN  -  'MutnrrS,  -*96? 


Town  gets  update  ofifflans 
to  drcdtfc  Saugus  River 


By  Liaa  laser 

SAUGUS  —  Representatives  of 
the  Saudis  River  and  Tributaries 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 
Ottacns  Stalling  Committee  have 
been  given  re  update  on  the  status 
of  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers’  ptans  to  dredge  the  river. 

The  report  whs  presented  by 
Project  Manager  Robert  G.  Hunt 
and  Joseph  Horowitz.  Among  the 
Issues  dtactuaed  were  the  bnpacta 
on  flooding  and  navigation  tacsu 
ths  proposed  Saugus  Rlwer  fin  pRH 
structure  hi  the  vicbihy  of  Ha 
General  Edwards  Bridge. 

Also  addressed  was  how  Ha 
floodgates  would  affect  daveiop- 
mant  around  He  estuary  red  He 
ecology  of  the  estuary 

tv 

B|uwreikssi  tau  aim  rearetad  bfeu 

nCCOnBiJ  K>  uaB  HI 

apantngs  and  opention  of  He 
floodgates  me  being  designed  so 
thee  would  be  no  aferifleret  ttw- 
pect  on  ths  ecology  of  the  eeturey 
or  navigation  bi  the  open  or  dos¬ 
ed  conditions.  The  report  stared 
that  environmental  and 
hydrde0ol  studtas  are  bring  done 
to  further  address  the  issue 

Prehminaiy  findings  are  that  the 


gales  would  remain  open  99.9  per¬ 
cent  of  the  Imt  The  gates  would 
be  dosed  whan  a  storm  would  oc¬ 
cur  This  would  leap  the  ocean 
water  from  coming  brio  the  river 
and  adding  to  flooding  condbions. 

Hunt  said  the  gates  won’t 
alnrinree  looting  completely.  “Ybu 
wR  stR  have  Internal  flooding  of 
basements  re  you  do  now  but  H 
fne  oooogMe  propcu  MMognm 
of  trigft  tide  floadtog  diatng  stenrik’ 


At  *w  hde 


[  Mere  Tidal  Range  would 
j  tooeaaw  from  0.8  knots  to¬ 
day  to  L6  know.  Aocondtog 
to  Ha  report  ths  maid  mum 
[  cterents  today  at  Ha  Pines 
‘  River  nsar  Route  107  me 
1  About  1.7  knots  during  a 
Mare  Tidal  Range. 

At  the  Ida  gaits,  mea¬ 


gre  boats  most  tobetarmen 
who  ire  the  Saugus  River 
we.  they’d  be  able  to  han- 
dk  3  knots  going  against 
Ha  assent  "...  but  going 
with  the  uerent  —  you’d 
add  He  need  of  the  crevent 

retd  He  weed  of  He  boat 
retd  you’d  be  going  dose  to 

MMoma  lor  what  moat  of 
How  boats  can  hsndfe,” 
Faithful  said 

Hunt  attested  the 


The  report  statu  no  Predicant 
dungs  would  occw  tn  arias,  ha  g^s 

estuary,  spetaem  of  He  gates,  do 
ripiHcret  change  ta  cterents. 
■ferity  crvretrequaHy  Is  wpectad 
because  of  ne^ghie  changes  in 


haum  cunartts  dising  a 
Maan  Spring  Tidal  mngt 


retd  toU  Faithful  Ha  cur- 

sreu  and  ride  rearirings 
rewdd  ba  drechad. 


today  to  Istx/ff*  knots. 
Hunt  said.  Hunt  said  Hal 
lalwmen  had  told  hbn 
boats  could  bahredfed  at  3 


1  At  ths  bdt  gates,  maximum  cur- 
ants  during  a  Mare  Tidal  Range 
reuld  incress w  from  0.8  knots  to- 
fey  to  1.6  toiota.  AceordHg  to  He 
epartlhe  maximum  cterents  today 
tt  He  Pines  River  near  Routt  107 
;  p*  abovd^/7  knots  diatng  a  Mare 


Howavre,  Mark  FtaHfuL 
a  Saugus  lobsatrman,  ared 
ha  questioned  He  report’s 
aatauatmret  of  Ha  river’s 


1  would  brink  M’s  (He 
arerent  ta)  more  Han  Hat," 
Fretful  said  "Tide  ehreis 
diow  Boston  Harbor  U  bet¬ 
ween  3  and  4  tatofc."  and 
!  FttPhful  said  Ha  Saugus 
Lmwcta«bnterio.mta0.  ,. 

Fsrithful  rerid  Hat  more 


Hunt  ashed  mrenben  at 
the  dbsanscomnrittaa  about 
what  possible  advantages  or 
dtaadvretaget  He  project 
trrighl  have  to  commaiclal 
development  in  He  area. 

Teem  Planner  John 
Mahoney  said  he  thought 
Hat  Ha  prefect  would  not 
feact  commercial  dtvtlcp- 
■ant  to  He  uea  at  aB. 

*Vs  bean  20  yares  and 
Hot  hare’t  bean  any  com- 
mredal  development  to  Hat 
area."  Mahoney  said. 
"Development  is  affected 


by  ,gon|B8  ^h»o 

«ny*ta»g  star* 
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Saugus  River  Floodgate  Project 
Proposed  By  Corps  Of  Engineers 

By  Polly  Bradley 

The  Saugus  River  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Project  in 
Massachusetts  would  prevent  storm  flooding  by  building  a 
floodgate  across  the  Saugus  River.  Sea  walls  would  be 
extended  the  full  length  of  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Harbor 
from  Roughan's  Point  in  Revere  to  the  Nahaqt  causeway. 

Environmentalists  are  worried  (hat  the  project  could  cause 
ecological  damage  and  make  development  possible  on  the 
Saugus  Mprsh,  the  last  large  stretch  of  salt  marsh  close  to 
Boston.  The  marsh  has  a  surprising  wealth  of  life  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  mistreated  for  decades,  first  by  a  major 
dump  and  later  by  an  incinerator.  Businesses  and  homes  have 
also  been  built  in  dangerous  areas:  dtoing  the  Blizzard  of  *78, 
over  5000  people  were  flooded  out  of  their  homes.  Fill  for  the 
cancelled  Route  1-95  extension  stretches  for  miles  across  the 
marsh.  Nevertheless,  from  the  commuter  railroad  (another 
intruder)  whole  flocks  of  egrets  and  heron  are  frequently  seen, 
and  less  spectacular  forms  of  life  make  the  marsh  a  nursery  for 
the  valuable  fish  and  lobster  fisheries  in  Lynn  Harbor. 

In  November,  two  busloads  of  citizens,  officials,  and 
journalists  travelled  south  to  see  the  New  Bedford  Hurricane 
Barrier  and  the  Providence,  Rhode  Island  Hurricane  Barrier. 
The  barriers  are  essentially  reverse  dams-dams  to  keep  the 
ocean  out.  The  Providence  barrier  has  been  closed  only  a  few 
times  since  it  was  built;  the  New  Bedford  barrier  is  closed  up 
to  a  dozen  times  a  year.  Unlike  the  Saugus  River,  these  areas 
do  not  have  extensive  salt  marshes. 

Lively  discussions  followed  among  the  two  busloads  of 
participants  on  whether  the  Saugus  River  project  should  be 
built  They  raised  the  issue  of  whether  the  project  will  damage 
the  wildlife  in  the  marshes  and  whether  it  might  encourage  a 
false  sense  of  security  about  building  in  dangerous  areas.  They 
also  addressed  the  question  of  how  the  marsh  can  best  be 
protected  IF  the  project  is  built:  can  the  floodgate  tx 
built  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  natural  flow  o 
water?  how  can  complete  protection  be  given  to 
the  marsh? 

The  Corps  of  Engineers  wants  to  protect  the  marsh. 
According  to  Joseph  L.  Ignazio.  Chief  of  the  Planning 
Division,  *A  major  portion  of  the  estuary  would  need  to  be 
preserved  for  storage  of  both  interior  runofT  and  overtopping  of 
saltwater  along  the  shorefroot  during  extreme  storm 
conditions.  Several  heights  or  levels  of  protection  will  be 
considered  over  the  next  year  in  developing  a  recommended 
plan.*  In  addition,  environmental  groups  are  invesugaiing 
ways  to  give  strong  protection  to  the  area. 

Says  John  Gurney,  Chairman  of  the  New  Bedford 
Conservation  Commission,  about  the  New  Bedford  Hurricane 
Barrier  "The  dike  has  retarded  flushing  of  the  system.  The 
harbor's  ability  to  cleanse  itself  has  been  severly  hindered.* 
He  also  commented  that  if  you  give  developers  half  a  chance 
to  fill  something,  they  probably  will.  He  believes  that  the 
dike  does  allow  some  building  to  go  on,  although  much  of  the 


area  was  already  developed  before  the  hurricane  bamcr  was 
built. 

Clearly  there  are  some  major  questions  to  be  asked,  and 
major  problems  to  be  solved,  before  the  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Project  is  ^proved. 

For  more  information  on  the  Saugus  River  Floodgate 
Project,  contact  Joseph  L.  Ignazio,  Chief,  Planning  Division. 
U.S.  Army  Corp  of  Engineers,  424  Trapeilo  Road.  Waltham. 
MA  02254-9149. 


Polly  Bradley  it  president  of  Nahant  SWIM  (Safer  Water  in 
Massachusetts). 
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Tto  am  public  tafonnaUaa  55:  £*  ^»tor 
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Soaad  aa  aa  Ana  of  Critical  to  P*ruy  Tto  ana.  D.TM 

tInamaBUI  Coacan  (ACBC)  ta 
atoadalad  lor  Ttonday  at  7  pa  at  am  —  “**  ■***• 
tto  Baactonoat  School  n*.  g.  _  .  I 

Tto  doalpnatioa  ta  aiado  ky  to  Ptan  RirunMu  AMoetaUM.  m3 
atatt  aocntary  of  EaetroaniMtal  Ran  *  ^praflla  pnaMM  at  tto 


otod  for  Tatoday  aipht  to  onlato  Ito 
ACE C  itoaifmlWw  precooo  to  of¬ 
ficial!  Iran  tto  ctttoa  aad  Iowm 
tactodod  In  tto  anmtaatad  ana. 

Tto  ana  aontinatad  poacrmlly 
tactadoa  BoOa  talc  Marta  ta  Wto- 
tkrop.  East  Boaton  and  Baron; 
Short  Board  la  Wtathnp  aad  Ra- 
rara.  Rooftaii’s  Point.  Cnaoant 
Boa  ok.  Baron  Board.  Oak  laland 
aad  Nnt  of  Plata  ta  Boron;  tto 
ftooo  aad  Saapn  Biror  ostoary  and 
aatl  aurta.  Boar  Crook,  nMmni. 
Crook.  Inplana  Basin  aad  as¬ 
sociated  flood  plain  and  buffer  aoao 
anao  ta  Saopaa,  Lynn  aad  Rarer* 
Tto  onward  boundary  ta  Ito  moan 
low  water  lino. 


City  Otflctala  tore  orpnoowl 
concern  about  what  tto  designs  Uoc. 
if  approved,  will  naan  to  faturc 


A«a^  lo  protect  aa  tarsi  arena  of  Oak  laland  Ole  AaaodaUaa.  ao 
rofional  a  autawido  ajgajfkaan.  aipong  tto  local  rooMma  n  tto 


then  has  toon  coacan  among  rnaoy 
city  offidalt  aad  dtrolopaii  ahoot 
wtol  tto  Impact  of  sock  a  dotaaw- 
ttoa  will  hare  n  future  dorolop- 


troafly  kaltero  tto  ACEC  daatana- 
ttoa  ta  naraaioty  to  protact  tto  ana. 


Thursday  ,  maettaf  ta  Mrtetiy 
for  Information  parpoeoo  The  pub¬ 
lic  tearing  on  tto  mu 

to  toM  ta  Jane  Bradley  Barr, 
critical  anas  coordinator  for 
Coastal  Zone  Managamant.  an  agen¬ 
cy  ef  the  aacntary  of  EmrinMBM- 

tal  Affair.,  anticipated  a  pood  turs- 
Thursday  night  Howoror.  to 
aitoeted  tto  actaai  public  tatrtnf 
to  hrtnf  out  an  even  laryer  crowd, 
tacluduif  a  number  of  attorneys 


MMottantonton  Md  enattan  ta 

far  yuan,  muck  of  ttofc'ttaneta  law 
to*>t  an  omD  oartraaaoatal  is 
toM.  Both  Burley  tad  LaQuaglia 
aoy  they  loan  non  about  the  Mh 
toarta  aad  tto  oetaary  every  My 
aad  om  tto  ACEC  dmigMtim  u  o 


way  ta  aducate  tto  public  ea  wall  u 
totooct  tto  MrtroBBMBL 


Both  tto  aouitaatlBS  committee, 
which  mnoiata  of  rooMecli  of  Re¬ 
run.  Wtathrop.  East  Boaton  and 
Lyon,  and  Barr  hart  itriaod  that 
tat  designation  don  not  pat  aa  and 
to  derotopmcM.  It  dots,  ho  waver . 
oob)ort  pro  tecta  to  dot«  scrutiny. 

Oorelopmenta  that  prortnaily 
aroMod  review  under  tto  Masuachu- 
oatta  Eanronmeaul  Policy  Act 
(MEPA )  hecaaee  they  fell  entor  tto 
threshold  wtli.  If  tto  ACEC  dmigna- 
tion  pan  through.  to  subjoet  to  tto 
rortow  if  Mato  permit,  an  In- 
rolrad 

Tto  designation  it  oot  than  to 
atop  development,  it  .  then  to  puide 
development,  Barr  .aid.  adding  that 
people  who  nominate  an  ana  with 
tto  hope  of  atoppina  devatopmant 
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WALTHAM,  Mass.  —  A  workshop  for  Point  of  Pines  residents  has  been 
scheduled  by  the  U.S.  Army  corps  of  Engineers  far  June  30,  1988,  to 
discuss  how  the  proposed  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  would 
affect  then.  The  plan  would  reduce  flood  damages  in  Lynn,  Malden, 
Revere  and  Saugus  fren  coastal  storms  similar  to  the  Blizzard  of  78. 

The  session  will  be  held  at  St.  John  viarmey  Church  on  Harrington 
Avenue  in  the  Point  of  Pines  section  of  Revere  and  will  begin  at  7:00 
P.M. 

"The  workshop  will  afford  Point  of  Pines  residents  an  opportunity 
to  review  the  results  of  our  study  to  date  and  to  hear  more  about  the 
tentatively  selected  plan,"  according  to  Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen,  head 
of  the  Engineers  in  New  England. 

The  Engineers,  working  in  cooperation  with  federal,  state  and  local 
officials  and  citizens  groups,  have  developed  a  plan  to  provide 
protection  for  5,000  residences  and  businesses  in  the  four 
aonaunities.  .It  calls  for  combining  more  than  3  miles  of  wells  and 
dikes  along  the  shore  with  a  floodgate  structure  across  the  mouth  of 
the  Saugus  River. 
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"Revere  Mayor  Georgs  Oolella  has  recently  asked  us  to  investigate 
the  feasibility  of  including  the  Point  of  Pines  area  in  our  Regional 
Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan,"  colonel  Rhen  added. 

Under  a  separate  study  of  Point  of  Pines  completed  by  the  Engineers 
in  1984 1  construction  of  a  local  protection  project  had  been 
reccnmended  to  provide  flood  control  to  this  vulnerable  area.  However, 
because  the  state  requires  public  aooess  to  the  beach  area  for  any 
project  in  which  state  funds  are  used  and  the  city's  inability  to 
finance  the  local  share  by  itself,  design  work  far  the  Point  of  Pines 
Local  Protection  Project  was  discontinued,  mat  project  would  involve 
non-federal  funds  of  $1.8  million. 

"By  modifying  the  original  Point  of  Pines  project  and  tying  it  into 
the  proposed  Regional  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan,  more  complete 
protection  for  the  entire  region  can  be  provided,"  Colonel  Rhen  noted. 
"Without  full  protection  along  Point  of  Pines,  flooding  there  could 
enter  the  Saugus  River  estuary  and  jeopardize  the  integrity  of  the 
entire  Saugus  River  Floodgate  project,"  he  added. 

Ihe  overall  project,  including  Point  of  Pines,  has  an  estimated 
cost  of  $57  million.  Of  this  amount,  the  federal  government  would  fund 
65%,  with  non-federal  interests  being  responsible  for  the  remainder. 

The  Metropolitan  District  Ocnmissicn  has  agreed  to  act  as  the 
non-federal  sponsor  for  the  project. 

"We  hope  to  work  with  the  residents  of  Point  of  Pines  to  develop  an 
acceptable  plan  to  meet  their  needs  and  the  needs  of  the  region," 
Colonel  Rhen  said. 


I-31a 


Si'OftkQ-l  6  V*~'  ^ 


Dick  Powers 


Hu  the  death  knell  for  ACEC  In  Revere  been 
sounded? 

Prom  what  I  have  seen,  the  answer  is  yes. 

When  informational  hearings  an  the  en¬ 
vironmental  designations  were  being  held  this 
past  month,  local  activists  were  urged  to  sway 
local  politicians  in  favor  of  Uw  designation. 
Without  that  support,  they  were  told,  the  ACEC 
designation  was  unlikely. 

In  light  of  what  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
had  to  tell  Environmental  Affairs  Secretary 
James  Hoyte  this  week,  the  ACEC  designation, 
at  best,  appears  to  be  a  long  shot,  which  is  still 
a  better  shot  than  it  deserves. 

Col.  Thomas  a.  Rhen  wrote  to  Hoyte  that  six 
projects  sponsored  by  local  interests  and  state 
agencies  could  either  be  dearly  prohibited  or 


Gfy  Council's  Turn  Now 


placed  at  high  risk  of  being  precluded  by  the 
upgraded  performance  standards  associated 
with  an  ACEC  designation. 

It  is  no  little  matter  because  the  Army  Corps  | 
of  Engineers  is  looking  to  spend  approximate¬ 
ly  $100  million  in  this  city  over  the  next  decade. 

One  project  is  the  Pines  River  Navigation 
which  would  involve  dredging  for  recreational 
navigation.  Included  would  be  the  construction 
of  a  •, 500-foot  long  federal  navigation  channel 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Saugus  and  Pines 
River  upstream  to  the  head  of  the  navigation 
with  a  five-acre  anchorage  along  the  western 
limit  of  the  downstream  channel  reach.  With 
ACEC  designation,  the  tl-2  million  project 
would  be  prohibited. 

Another  is  the  Saugus  River  Navigation.  It 
would  involve  the  construction  of  an  18,400- foot 
long  navigation  channel  from  deep  water  in  the 
western  channel  of  Lynn  Harbor  upstream  tc 
the  vicinity  of  the  Marshall  Boat  Yard,  plus  twc 
anchorage  areas  totalling  4.3.  acres  upstream 
from  Western  Ave.  Sponsored  by  the  town  of 
Saugus,  it  would  be  prohibited  under  ACEC. 


.  Project,  aimed  at  coastal  flood  oro- 

Plnel,  1*  estimated  to 
cost  IS  million,  but  could  be  hindered  by  the  nro- 
Js«t.  at^rthng  toCoi.  Rhen^SSmrod^y'th^ 
*J*v®roj  Uw  project  would  include  1.600 
of  stone  revetment  with  beach  sand 
■ouU»orty  shore  of  the 
.^-^ear  Net  of  sand  dune  replenish- 
b*Jch  frose  planting  extending  north 
1l^v1etm*"t-  and  1.750  linear  feet 
‘he  Saugus  River  to  the 
General  Edwards  Bridge. 

PorRoughan’s  Point,  there  is  a  coastal  floor 
Project  with  an  estimated  cost  of  Sio 
*tao  h*  hnpeded  by  an 
acvc  designation,  according  to  Col.  Rher 
^te®*  Nr  the  project,  which  Is  tponaorad  by  the 

city  and  state.  Include  4.000  feetof  stone  revet- 
jjwntto  be  placed  along  the  shore.  interioV 
dratoage  improvemenu  and  a  sluice  gate  to  be 
constructed  on  Sales  Creek  by  Revere  Beach 

rr?*”*  the”  f  the  Rovers  Beach  erosion  con¬ 
trol  project  being  sought  by  the  MDC  At  an 
ws  **  7  "tth0"'  «  would  place 
y  cubic  yards  of  sandfUl  along  ap¬ 
proximately  1,300  feet  of  Revere  Beach. The 
aand  would  come  from  the  infamous  1-96  con- 

thatOdsprojact  could  be  impeded  by  an  ACEC 

Finally.  Col.  Rhen  notes  that  the  355  million 
Trthutartes  Project  being 
P*2tl?ne£hy  Revere.  Malden.  Lynn,  Saugus 
•ndthe  MDC  could  also  be  Jeopardised. 

WWle  the  City  CouncU  has  so  far  skirted  the 

G*org£ v  has  not  With 

poi-  Rhen  s  Ammunition,  he  urged  Hoyte  not  to 
Uhe^any  action  which  would  jeopardize  these 

®Jater^,ssBiisaa!a 

tsgrlty  of  this  comprehensive  coastal  flood  nro- 
toctlon  plan  -  the  components  of  which  repwT 
JS?  * 1 h*rd  worklng  effort  between  the 
city  of  Revere,  commonwealth  and  U.S  Armv 
C^.!fJ5,n,1n**r*.N*w  En»]*^  Dl^eion. 

cannot  stress  enough  how  impor- 
t»"t  these  projects  are  to  the  reduction  of 
*tnd  the  ra££u£  of 
tne  deterioration  of  existing  coastal  structures 
‘“PPCrt  l»  withhold  from  issuing  an 
ftht  would  effect  tlw  integri¬ 
ty  ot  the  Saugus  and  Pinas  River  navigation 
plan  and  the  Point  of  Pines.  Roughan  *  Point, 
Revere  Beach  Erosion  Control,  and  Saugus 
River  and  Tributaries  protection  plane." 

Ehflnnera  has  woken. 

ah2.M^l.  .h“  Now  the  City  Council 

•hould  get  In  on  the  act  too. 
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Geary  maintains  stand 
on  shoreline  sanding 


By  CATHY  BACZEWSKJ 

After  years  of  waiting  Revere 
might  finally  see  restoration  of  the 
beach  and  pavilions.  But  MDC  Com¬ 
missioner  William  J.  Geary  will  not 
say  exactly  when  such  work  will 
begin. 

Geary  stood  on  Revere  Beach 
Monday  amid  noon-time  bathers 
and  pointed  toward  the  future  of  the 
sand,  the  sea  wall  and  the  historic 
pavilions  depicted  In  artist  render¬ 
ings  that  he  carried.  As  he  did  so,  he 
also  pointed  to  the  reality  of  the 
shrinking  beach,  the  rusting  suppor¬ 
ting  rafters  and  the  cracked  sea  wall 
that  stood  in  front  of  him. 

“It  is  high  tide.''  Geary  noted  as 
the  many  sun  bathers  gathered  on  a 
few  feet  of  rocky  sand,  "and  see  how 
much  of  the  sand  la  gone?" 

Geary  explained  that  in  order  to 
refurbish  the  pavilions,  which  are 
currently  eroding  and  enclosed  by 
chain-link  fence,  the  MDC  must  first 
restore  the  beach.  "The  damage  Is 
done  each  time  there  Is  a  storm."  he 
explained  pointing  toward  the 
skeleton  of  the  supporting  rafters 
devoid  of  a  roof.  “We  need  to  re- 
sand."  Gerry  then  turned  and  look¬ 
ed  over  the  water,  “We  want  the 
waves  breaking  out  there." 

'  "The  re-sandlng  of  Revere  Beach 
la  a  necessary  part  and  a  key  part 
here.”  he  concluded.  Geary  explain¬ 
ed  that  each  time  the  tide  rolled  In 
toward  Revere  Beach  the  sea  wall 
Is  undermined.  In  order  to  restore 
the  pavilions,  which  are  basically 

BEACH  -  To  Page  8 


Beach  restoration  hopeful 


BEACH  —  From  Page  1 

ornamental,  the  MDC  must 
first  resand  then  reconstruct 
the  see  wall  infrastructure. 

According  to  Geary,  the 
MDC  will  reapply  to  the 
Revere  Conservation  Commis¬ 
sion  within  the  next  two  weeks 
|  for  a  permit  to  resand  the 
i  beach.  Back  In  December  the 
t  Conservation  Commission  bad 
said  "no"  to  a  proposed  plan 
by  the  Army  Corp  of  Engi¬ 
neers  and  the  MDC  to  their 
re  landing  project  plans. 

The  commission  was  for  the 
resending,  but  was  against  the 
plan  that  would  Include  the 
removal  of  more  than  788.000 
cubic  yarda  of  sand  from  the 
I-B6  project  In  Saugus 

The  MDC  did  not  alter  their 
plans  from  what  waa  original¬ 
ly  brought  before  the  public  in 
1885.  Revere  Conservation 
Chairman  Joseph  LaValle  told 
the  City  Council  In  February. 
"They  could  rectify  some  of 
the  problems  with  some  home¬ 
work  but  many  aspects  are 
more  serious."  be  concluded. 

According  to  Sen.  Francis 
Doris  the  money  for  the  resan¬ 
ding  of  the  beach  has  been  ap¬ 
propriated  since  1885  when  he 
quickly  put  together  84  million 
worth  of  state  money  In  order 
to  secure  matching  funds  from 
the  federal  government.  This 
money  waa  rolled  Into  the  1886 
budget  and  has  been  kept  for 
the  project  ever  since. 

In  addition,  Doris  had 
originally  secured  18  million  In 
order  to  restore  the  pavilions, 
but  delays  and  Inaction  by  the 
MDC  has  allowed  further  de¬ 
terioration  and  the  price  lag 
has  risen  to  87  million.  All 
together,  under  the  umbrella 
of  the  "Revere  Beach  Restora¬ 
tion  Project"  Doris  has  put 
together  816  million  for  the 
future  of  Revere  Beach. 

"I  am  very  pleated."  said 
Doris  of  the  project  kick  off 
Monday.  "But  It  Is  Just  a 
shame  that  additional  storm 
damage  has  added  to  the  cost 
of  the  project."  Doris  added 
that  he  hoped  that  Commis¬ 
sioner  Geary  and  the  Revere 
Conservation  Commission 
would  come  together  so  that 
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REVERE  BEACH  REHAB  —  MDC  Commissioner 
William  Geary  (left)  and  Senator  Francis  D.  Doris 
discuss  how  and  when  rehabilitation  work  on  Revere 
Beach  will  be  able  to  commence. 


the  resanding  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  can  start. 

In  February  LaValle  was 
looking  for  a  revamped  traffic 
and  trucking  schedule  from 
the  MDC  and  a  new  proposal 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
sea  wall,  he  told  the  council  he 
would  not  let  the  poor  quality 
of  the  sand  be  the  only  aspect 
to  halt  the  project. 

The  Army  Corp  of  Engin¬ 
eers.  which  Is  responsible  for 
the  project  design,  engineer¬ 
ing  and  contracting,  sent 
William  McCarthy,  technical 
adviser,  and  Peter  Williams, 
project  manager,  to  the 
February  council  meeting  to 
explain  the  project.  They 
claim  the  search  for  sand  for 
Revere  Beach  was  both  tech¬ 
nical  and  economical.  "We  are 
restrained  by  Congress.  ’  ’  said 
McCarthy  who  explained  that 
the  benefits  must  outweigh  the 
cost  of  any  project  done  by  the 
Corp.  Sand  that  can  be  dredg¬ 


ed  from  the  channel  would  be 
too  expensive,  adding  as  much 
as  810  million  to  the  project, 
and.  therefore,  cost  would 
outweigh  benefit,  explained 
McCarthy. 

He  told  the  council  that  a 
heavier  grain  of  sand  was 
needed  to  keep  the  material  on 
the  beach.  "The  heavter  grade 
Is  better  to  Ue  on.  easier  on  the 
feet  and  will  bleach  out  with 
time."  McCarthy  added.  But 
LaValle  waa  not  so  sure  that 
heavier  sand  would  last  longer 
than  lighter  sand. 

Representatives  from  the 
state  DPW  told  the  council 
that  the  sand  was  brought  In 
from  New  Hampshire  for  work 
on  the  Northeast  Expressway 
When  the  project  was  not 
done,  the  sand  had  to  be  used 
for  future  federally-aided  pro¬ 
jects.  And.  according  to  Bob 
Josaph.  chief  engineer,  there 
art  uses  for  the  sand  If  It  Is  not 
used  on  Revere  Beach 
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Preserving  environment 

Christa  KsHahar  Age  17 


value*.  Juet  who  ia  responeible  for  allowing  a 
building  of  that  size,  with  no  safe  entrance  and 
exit,  to  be  built  on  euch  a  poetage  atamp  piece  of 


It  doe*  not  take  a  PhD  in  urban  planning  or 
counties*  traffic  etudie*  or  fancy  engineering  or 
consultant  report*  to  realize  that  Severe,  being 
situated  between  the  North  Shore  and  Boaton, 
must  be  an  area  of  careful  planning  and  much- 
needed  foresight.  Unfortunatley,  this  i*  not  the 
Our  city  planner*  are  more  concerned  with 
short-term  goal*,  instead  of  long-term 
consequence*. 

One  example  of  this  in  a  recent  Revere  Journal 
article:  our  city  clerk  voiced  hie  concerns  about 
'twenty  two  private  projects  and  other  public 
proposals  and  wondered  how  the  ACEC  will 
affect  them.  Are  our  city  officials  more 
concerned  about  twenty  two  private  projects  or 
the  quality  of  life  for  the  existing  population? 
Twenty  two  private  projects  can  be  put  on  the 
back  burner  while  the  quality  of  life  for  now  and 
the  future  should  be  top  priority.  But  it’s  not 
Just  take  a  look  at  the  way  Revere  Beach  is 
unfolding  -  look  at  the  way  Revere  Beach  is 
unfolding  -  look  in  the  Sunday  GfobeVrentala  - 
look  at  all  the  condos  for  rent  Was  this 
anticipated  when  the  building  boom  started?  Is 
thi*  what  progress  really  ia?  Any  sensible 
person  seeing  the  continuing  development 
realizing  the  miserable  traffic  situation  and  the 
deteriorating  quality  of  life  in  Revere  would  not 
want  to  make  this  their  home 
I  find  it  highly  immoral  on  the  part  of  our  city 
government  to  move  ahead  and  encourage 
developers  to  come  to  Revere.  Where  is  your 
sense  of  responsibility  to  the  citizens?  The 
current  planners  and  department  heads  should 
be  ashamed  of  themselves  for  continuing  to 
issue  building  permits  in  light  of  the  antiquated 
sewerage  system  and  the  overall  effects  of 
traffic  on  the  air  quality  and  surrounding 
marshlands. 

According  to  Revere’*  Director  of  Planning 
and  Community  Development,  the  area  north  of 
Blhot  Circle  is  adequately  regulated  by  the  City 
of  Revere  and  the  Revere  Conservation 
Commission  under  the  Wetlands  Act  and 
should  not  be  nominated  as  part  of  the  ACEC.  If 
this  is  so,  why  are  there  so  many  problems  at  the 
Ocean  North  Condominium  at  190  North  Shore 
Road?  That  will  no  doubt  be  the  White  Elephant 
of  Rever*....it  has  done  nothing  but  downgrade 
the  existing  area  and  decrease  the  property 


property? 

And  what  about  the  Banana  Boat  land?  If  it 
were  up  to  the  planning  board  we  would  have  to 
look  at  one  more  Carabetta  high-rise,  making  it 
building  number  seven.  Fortunately  the  MDC 
stepped  in  and  refused  to  allow  Carabetta  to 
build  there.  And  you’re  telling  ue  Revere  Beach 
ahould  not  be  designated? 

Again  we  have  short-sighted  goals.  For  the 
above  reasons  it  is  clear  that  this  abusive 
growth  must  be  stopped.  The  current  city 
planners  are  incapable  of  putting  the  quality  of 
the  environment  before  their  plans  for  this  city. 

My  parent’s  generation  concerned  itself  with 
the  nuclear  arms  race  and  the  threat  of  a  nuclear 
war.  My  generation  faces  the  effects  of  pollution 
on  our  environment  My  generations  concerns 
will  be 


-  Will  we  have  clean  water  to  drink  from  the  tap? 

•  Will  we  have  eafe  air  to  breathe? 

•Will  we  be  able  to  swim  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
without  getting  a  bladder  or  ear  infection? 

-  If  our  house  is  on  fire  or  we  need  emergency 
medical  treatment,  will  we  be  able  to  expect  help 
in  a  reasonable  amount  of  time? 

•  Will  we  even  want  to  stay  here  in  Revere  and 
raise  our  families  and  better  our  community? 

We  all  have  differences  of  opinion  but  when  it 
comes  down  to  protecting  our  environment  we 
must  all  work  together  or  we  will  be  the  losers  in 
the  future.  When  it  comes  to  the  environment, 
we  must  stop  at  nothing  to  preserve  it  - 
unfortunately  we  have  nc  other  choice.  I  am  not 
against  growth  and  development  but  abusive 
growth,  as  evidenced  in  Revere  right  now, 
cannot  and  should  not  be  tolerated. 

I  urge  you  to  support  the  designation  of  Broad 
Sound  to  be  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
environment  will  be  a  major  issue  in  the  years  to 
coma  We  must  start  now  to  preserve  what  we 
have  and  to  secure  a  eafe  and  healthy 
environment  for  future  generations.  All  that  is 
needed  is  a  little  common  sense. 
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Mon  confusion  over  the  proposed  Ant  of  Critical 
Bn vironmsntal  Con  corn  d  Mi  (nation  aroao  thia  weak 
altar  the  Army  Corp.  of  Engineers  aant  a  1  attar  to 
Stata  Sacratary  of  Environmental  Affair*  Jamas 
Hoyta  outlining  thair  raaarvationa  regarding  tha 
propoaal 

Tha  Army  Corp.  haa  boon  working  with  tha  City  of 
Ravara  for  yoa n  to  oorract  tha  dangarona  situation 
which  aziaU  along  thia  city1*  coaatal  aroaa.  Such 
proj  acta  aa  tha  Rsvare  Baach  Eroaion  Control  project 
tha  Pinaa  Rlvar  Navigation  Plan  and  tha  Point  of 
Pines,  Roughana  Point  Plana,  aa  wall  aa  other  drain* 
ago  improvement  projects,  hava  boon  a  top  priority 
for  both  tha  city  and  the  army. 

In  the  latter  to  Hoyt*.  Colonel  Thomaa  A.  Rhan, 
Diviaion  Engineer  for  tha  Corpa.notaa  that  theatric- 
tar  environmental  atandarda  called  for  by  tha  ACEC 
designation  could  jeopardise  thaaa  critical  projacta. 

By  upgrading  tha  criteria  of  tha  projacta  being 
undertaken  in  tha  propoaed  deeignation  from  tboae 
which  have  minimal  advene  effect*  to  thoea  which 
hava  no  advene  off  acta,  the  army  believaa  many  of 
their  pro  grama  would  not  got  off  tha  ground. 

Lika  tha  army.  Mayor  George  V.  Colalla  la  also 


concerned  that  thaaa  projacta  may  be  (crapped.  He 
haa  urged  Hoyta  to  hold  back  on  any  designation 
which  will  kill  thaaa  vital  plana. 

Tha  Army  Corps,  of  Engineers  is  not  tha  only 
gnup  which  haa  nan-rations  over  tha  ACEC  desig¬ 
nation.  City  officials  aa  wall  wonder  if  tha  height¬ 
ened  environmental  review  proceea  will  stunt  the 
economic  growth  tha  city  haa  been  realizing  over  the 
past  several  years. 

Aa  wa  hava  atated  before,  tha  environment  of  the 
Broad  Sound  area  must  be  protected.  However,  both 
public  and  private  projects  which  are  also  critical  to 
the  well-being  of  thia  community  must  not  be  sacri¬ 
ficed  in  the  name  of  ACEC. 

City,  state  and  environmental  officials  must  tak*  a 
closer  look  at  tha  arsaa  being  propoaed  as  an  ACEC. 
They  may  dstarmina  that  soma  of  tha  areas  origi¬ 
nally  propoaed  for  such  a  designation  should  be  re¬ 
thought 

W*  have  no  doubt  that  an  agreed  upon  solution 
which  will  satisfy  all  partis*  involved  can  be 
reached.  Such  a  solution  must  be  found  if  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  environmental  future  of  Revere  Baach  is 
to  bo  PTMITVld. 
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Saugus  sounds  off 

Control  over  development  in  Broad  Sound  supported 


SAUGUS  —  The  supporters  far 
outnumbered  the  opponents  at  a 
public  hearing  which  the  state  De¬ 
partment  of  Environmental  Affairs 
held  at  Saugus  High  Thursday  on  the 
issue  placing  new  environmental 
controls  over  future  development  in 
Broad  Sound. 

But  there  were  a  number  of 
persons  who  want  the  boundaries  of 
the  area  involved  to  be  redrawn  to 
protect  development  of  Revere 
Beach,  dredging  of  the  Saugus  River 
and  rapid  transit  improvements 
along  the  MBTA  right  of  way. 

‘Hie  plan  involves  a  citizen’s 
petition  to  designate  Broad  Sound  as 
an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC). 

In  the  next  80  days,  the  state  will 
render  its  verdict  of  whether  por¬ 
tions  of  Broad  Sound  will  be  desig¬ 
nated  as  an  ACEC,  said  Richard 
Delaney,  assistant  secretary  for  the 
DEA,  who  conducted  the  hearing. 

Of  35  people  who  voiced  their 
opinion  on  the  proposal  at  Thursday 
night’s  hearing,  only  one  was  a 
developer.  In  fact,  the  audience  of 
100  was  packed  with  those  favoring 
the  petition. 

“They  (developers)  may  not  be 
afraid  of  it,"  said  Broad  Sound 
ACEC  Nomination  Committee 
member  Daniel  J.  McAuliffe,  com¬ 
menting  on  the  scant  showing  of 
builders  at  the  hearing. 

But  after  the  three-hour  meet¬ 
ing,  McAuliffe  said  he  felt  some¬ 
what  secure.  "I  feel  better  now  than 
when  I  came  in.  I  didn't  know  what 
to  expect,”  he  said. 

Four  months  ago,  McAuliffe 
began  the  ACEC  petition  calling  for 
an  intense  environmental  review  of 
construction  in  sensitive  areas,  such 
as  wetlands. 

Boundaries  listed  in  the  ACEC 
petition  include:  Belle  Isle  Marsh  in 
Winthrop,  East  Boston,  and  Revere; 


Short  Beach  in  Winthrop  and  Re¬ 
vere;  Roughan’s  Point,  Crescent 
Beach,  Revere  Beach,  Oak  Island, 
and  Point  of  Pines  in  Revere;  the 
Pines  and  Saugus  River  Estuary 
and  Salt  Marsh,  Bear  Creek, 
Diamond  Creek,  Seaplane  Basin  and 
associated  floodplain  and  buffer 
zone  areas  in  Saugus,  Lynn,  and 
Revere. 

“The  ACEC  serves  as  a  red 
flag,”  said  Saugus  Board  of 
Selectmen  Chairman  Janette 
Fasano,  who  was  joined  by  col¬ 
leagues  and  private  citizens  in  favor 
of  the  proposal. 

Fasano  and  other  town  officials 
are  concerned  about  the  future  of 
Lynn/Saugus  marsh  area.  Saugus 
just  battled  the  state  to  prevent  the 
land  from  being  returned  to  the 
original  owners  who  were  eyeing 
the  parcel  for  development. 

Saugus  selectmen  have  asked 
the  Metropolitan  District  Com¬ 
mission  to  make  the  37  acres  part  of 
the  reservations  system. 

As  for  the  ACEC,  it  will  not 
change  current  building  regulations 
or  zones,  said  McAuliffe. 

"The  ACEC  will  serve  as  a 
magnifying  glass  so  developers 
would  be  more  environmentally 
cautious,"  said  Revere  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  Patrick  Reardon. 

"We  heard  a  lot  about  birds  and 
fishes  tonight,”  said  developer  An¬ 
thony  J.  Bonacorso,  who  owns  land 
on  the  Saugus/Lynn  marsh.  "And  I 
care  for  the  birds  and  fishes,  but  we 
landowners  have  an  awful  lot  of 
money  in  that  land.  What  is  going  to 
happen  to  us?  Landowners  have  to 
live  also.” 

Among  those  speaking  in  favor 
of  the  petition  were:  Rep.  Steven 
Angelo;  Sen.  Francis  Doris;  Ed¬ 
ward  Becker  of  the  Essex  County 
Greenbelt  Association;  Polly  Brad¬ 
ley  of  Safer  Waters  in  Massachu¬ 


setts;  Frank  Anderson  of  the  Con¬ 
cerned  Coastal  Sportsmen’s  As¬ 
sociation;  Saugus  selectmen  Robert 
Long  and  Peter  Manoogian;  Robert 
Buxbaum  of  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society;  and  former  Belle 
Isle  resident  Denise  Cabral,  who 
drove  from  East  Bridgewater. 

“Where  are  all  your  Conserva¬ 
tion  Commission  members?”  asked 
Cabral,  who  warned  the  audience  —  | 
"This  is  your  last  chance.” 

As  the  case  with  developers, 
only  a  few  Conservation  Com¬ 
mission  members  from  the  towns, 
with  the  exception  of  Saugus,  at¬ 
tended  the  bearing. 

Revere  constituents  also  ex¬ 
pressed  their  frustration  with  their 
city  officials,  namely  councilors, 
for  not  attending. 

In  addition  to  speaking  for  or 
against  the  proposal,  people  were 
able  to  recommend  boundary 
changes,  which  will  be  considered 
by  the  DEA. 

McAuliffe  requested  that  the 
eastern  boundary  at  the  Re- 
vere/Winthrop  corporate  line  at 
Short  Beach  be  changed  to  allow  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission 
to  finish  its  resanding  of  Revere 
Beach  for  erosion  control. 

Revere  Land  Use  Consultant 
John  Connery,  representing  Mayor 
George  Colella,  urged  that  Revere 
Beach  be  excluded  from  the  peti¬ 
tion. 

The  MDC  was  in  favor  of  desig¬ 
nating  Broad  Sound  as  ACEC  pro¬ 
viding  it  may  resume  with  the  re¬ 
sanding  of  Revere  Beach. 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Trans¬ 
portation  Authority,  citing  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Blue  Line  transit  to 
Lynn,  did  not  support  the  petition  in 
a  letter  read  by  Delaney  last  night. 

Also  attending  the  hearing  was 
Bradley  Barr,  ACEC  coordinator, 
Coastal  Zone  Management. 
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U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  Schedule  Workshop 


WALTHAM  —  A  workshop  few 
Point  of  Pines  residents  has  beep 
scheduled  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers  for  June  30,  to  discuss 
how  die  proposed  Regional  Saugus 

River  Floodgate  Plan  would  affect 
them.  The  plan  would  reduce  flood 
damages  in  Lynn,  Malden.  Revere, 
and  Saugus  from  coastal  storms 


similar  to  the  Blizzard  of  78.  The 
session  will  be  held  at  St.  John 
Vianney  Church  on  Harrington  Ave. 
in  the  Point  of  Pines  section  of 
Revere,  and  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 

‘The  workshop  will  afford  Point 
of  Pines  residents  an  opportunity  to 
review  the  results  of  our  study  to 
date  and  to  hear  more  about  the 
tentatively  selected  plan,'  according 


to  Colonel  Thomas  A.  Rhen,  head 
of  the  engineers  in  New  England. 

The  engineers,  working  in 
cooperation  with  federal,  state,  and 
local  officials  and  citizens  groups, 
have  developed  a  plan  to  provide 
protection  for  3,000  residences  and 
businesses  in  the  four  communities. 
It  calls  for  combining  more  than 


three  miles  of  walls  and  dikes  along 
the  shore  with  a  floodgate  structure 
across  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus 
River. 

‘Revere  Mayor  George  Colella  has 
recently  asked  us  to  invesugate  the 
feasibility  of  including  the  Point  of 
Pines  area  in  our  Regional  Saugus 
River  Floodgate  Plan,"  Colonel 
Rhcn  added. 

Under  a  separate  study  of  Point  of 
Pines  completed  by  the  engineers  in 
1984,  construction  of  a  local 
protection  project  had  been 
recommended  to  provide  flood 
control  to  this  vulnerable  area. 
However,  because  the  state  requires 
public  access  to  the  beach  area  for 
any  project  in  which  state  funds  are 
used  and  the  city's  inability  to 
finance  the  local  share  by  itself, 
design  work  for  the  Point  of  Pines 
Local  Protection  Project  was 
discontinued.  That  project  would 
involve  non-federal  funds  of  $1.8 
million. 


Engineers,  officials  seek 
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flood  controrcbmpromise 


‘By  modifying  ihe  original  Point 
of  Pines  project  and  tying  it  into  the 
proposed  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plan,  more  complete 
protection  for  the  entire  region  can 
be  provided."  Colonel  Rhen  noted. 
‘Without  full  protection  along 
Point  of  Pines,  flooding  there  could 
enter  the  Saugus  River  estuary  and 
jeopardize  the  integrity  of  the  enure 
Saugus  River  Floodgate  Project."  he 


MVIM 


The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers  is  hoping  local  officials  and 
the  state  can  reach  a  compromise 
on  funding  for  a  Point  of  Pines  flood 
control  project  or  tho  result  could 
be  a  delay  In  the  regional  floodgate 
planned  for  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus* 
Pines  River. 

Army  Corps  Project  Manager 
Robert  Hunt  held  a  workshop  for 
Pines  residents  last  Thursday  to 
update  them  on  the  funding  con¬ 
cerns  and  detail  a  possible  solution. 

The  corps  had  planned  local  flood 
control  project  for  the  Pines,  but  it 
was  scrapped  because  the  state 
wouldn't  provide  funding  unless  the 
resident  only  beaches  were  opened 
to  the  public.  The  city  is  unable  to 
finance  the  81.8  non-federal  share. 

Since  the  Pines  project  Is  crucial 
to  the  success  of  the  regional 
project,  the  corps  is  hoping  for  a 
way  to  get  slate  funding  and  allow 
resident*  to  keep  their  beaches. 

The  corps  it  proposing  the  Pines 
project  be  tied  in  with  the  regional 
project.  Tbs  state  would  be  asked  to 


fund  the  local  share  to  compensate 
Pines  residents  for  the  short-term 
and  long-term  impact  of  the  re¬ 
gional  floodgate.  The  beaches  would 
remain  resident  only. 

Whether  the  state  will  go  along 
with  this  remains  to  be  seen.  Hunt 
is  calling  for  a  meeting  within  the 
next  month  or  so  between  the  corps, 
the  Metropolitan  District  Com¬ 
mission,  the  state  legislators  from 
Lynn,  Revere,  Saugus  and  Malden 
(the  four  communities  involved  In 
the  regional  plan),  Cong.  Nicholas 
Mavruules,  Cong.  Edward  Markey, 
citizen  representatives  from  the 
four  communities  and  Revere  of¬ 
ficial!.  This  will  give  Revere  in 
opportunity  to  pitch  the  idea. 

If  the  atate  doesn’t  go  along  with 
the  proposal,  Hunt  said  there  would 
probably  be  a  delay  la  construction 
of  the  regional  floodgate. 

"The  project  would  moat  likely 
experience  significant  delays,"  he 
said. 

If  the  local  and  regional  projects 
ire  tied  In,  the  corpe  will  restore  the 
Point  of  Pines  sand  dunes,  construct 
boardwalks  at  the  end  of  each  street 
to  protect  the  dunes,  fill  In  the 


breached  trees  end  Install  sand 
fences  to  keep  the  dunes  station. 

The  plan  also  calls  for  construc¬ 
tion  of  an  armor  stone  revetment 
under  the  dunes.  This  would  provide 
protection  for  homeowners  even  if  t 
severe  storm  washed  away  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  dunes. 

In  addition  to  the  visual  impact  of 
the  regional  floodgate,  which  will 
span  the  Saugus-Pines  River  from 
the  South  Harbor  property  in  Lynn 
to  the  end  of  Wltherbee  Avenue  in 
Revere,  Pines  residents  will  lose  a 
small  piece  of  beach  JO  by  SO  feet  at 
high  tide)  on  the  river  side.  How¬ 
ever,  the  corps  plans  to  restore  the 
oceanside  beach  adding  four  to  five 
times  the  amount  being  lost. 

The  workshop  last  week  attracted 
approximately  as  people.  Although 
residents  voiced  some  serious  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  impact  of  the 
floodgate.  Hunt  was  pleased  at  the 
way  things  went 

"It  went  better  than  I  expected," 
Hunt  said.  “They  had  some  very 
legitimate  and  valid  concerns.  It 
sounds  like  for  the  most  part  the 
went  flood  protection  but  they  want 
to  make  sure  their  beech  is  pro¬ 
tected." 


The  overall  projecL  including 
Point  of  Pines,  has  an  estimated 
cost  of  $57  million.  Of  this 
amount,  the  federal  government 
would  fund  63  percent,  with  non- 
fcdetal  interests  being  responsible 
for  the  remainder.  The  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  has  agreed  to 
act  as  the  non-federal  sponsor  for  the 
project 

"We  hope  to  work  with  the 
residents  of  Point  of  Pines  to 
develop  an  acceptable  plan  io  meet 
their  needs  and  the  needs  of  the 
region,"  Colonel  Rhen  said. 
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1-95  sandpiles  to 
become  passive 
recreation  lands 


By  Nancy  Jarrell 
Staff  Reporter 

SAUGUS  -  When  Richard 
Cucchiara  looks  at  the  1-95  sand- 
piles,  he  sees  a  passive  park  where 
people  and  wildlife  share  a  restored 
mars  he 

“We  could  have  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  habitat  for  wildlife,”  he 
.said,  “with  nesting  platforms  and 
planting  of  (grain)  species  that  help 
wildlife” 

Soon,  Cucciara  and  other  en- 
vironmentists’  vision  of  the  sand 
Piles  could  be  a  reality,  as  the  sand- 
piles  are  slated  to  be  converted  to 
the  passive  recreation  area  under 
the  direction  of  either  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission 
or  die  town. 

^  1  It  will  be  the  culmination  of  an  ef- 
Vxt  that  began  six  months  ago,  said 
Ellen  Bums,  a  local  environmen¬ 
talist  and  member  of  SAVE. 

The  sandpiles  were  literally  haul¬ 
ed  in  and  dumped  in  a  line  parallel 
to  Rt.  107  approximately  25  years 
ago  The  sand  was  intended  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  roadbed  for  an  extension 
of  Interstate  Highway  95. 

But  in  a  swirl  of  controversy  and 
protest  at  the  time,  the  highway 
project  was  abandoned,  and  the 
sandpiles  remained  to  become  a 
part  of  the  topography. 

They  have  remained  idle  since 
the  controversy,  said  Burns,  until 
about  six  months  ago  when  State 
Senator  Steve  Angelo  (D-Saugus) 
learned  that  legislature  was  con- 
tidering  a  bill  to  sell  the  land  to  its 
farmer  owners. 

“We  bombarded  the  governor 
with  letters,”  she  said.  “And  we 
demonstrated.  Overnight  it  was 
organised  and  we  got  more  than 


100  people  there.” 

As  a  result.  Governor  Dukakis 
vetoed  the  amendment  that  would 
have  allowed  the  former  owner’s 
repurchase.  And  within  a  week  of 
the  governor’s  veto  Town  Meeting 
voted  to  zone  the  land  from  light  in¬ 
dustry  to  single-family  residential 
(making  it  essentially 
undevelopable,  since  the  land  is 
largely  marsh). 

Sen  Majority  Leader  Walter 
Boverini,  (D-Lynn),  who  introduc¬ 
ed  the  bill,  defended  the  rights  of 
the  former  owners,  George  Pike 
and  William  O'Donnell,  of  Lynn,  to 
repurchase  the  land. 

“I  rightfully  believe  they  should 
have  first  option  to  the  land,” 
Boverini  was  quoted  as  saying. 

However,  Dekakis  noted  when 
he  vetoed  the  legislation,  that  the 
state  has  the  option  of  first  refusal 
for  land  it  owns  before  that  land  can 
be  sold  to  private  parties. 

The  MDC  also  has  an  interest  in 
preserving  the  dunes  as  a  bamer 
against  flooding  in  the  marsh. 
Though  their  height  may  be  reduc¬ 
ed  from  30  feet  to  six. 

As  for  maintaining  the  area. 
Town  Planner  John  Mahoney  said 
he  favored  an  arrangement  that 
would  leave  ownership  with  the 
town  but  maintenance  with  the 
MDC. 

“We  hope  they  will  extend  their 
hand  to  work  with  us  and  we  will 
do  the  same,”  he  was  quoted  as 
saying. 

Angelo  said  he  believed  the 

MDC  management  would  be  the 

best  choice  in  light  of  the  good  job 

they’ve  done  maintaining 

Breakhart  Reservation. 

•  •  • 


1-40 


DAILY  EVENING  ITEM.  Lynn.  Mm 


yr-  •**>**  ■.  •  ■  ■  »  •  ■ 

f£*>  «&?'  .  !*••  ’  X>  »  • 

•.  ,V«*  »  :  g  • 


isisfil 

*-S  «  «.S  s 


*•5  «  .  ,3  « 
f fe|533 | 

lalinl 

H{3*;3 

3i]s*I: 

iigliifH 

.il£iU 


limn; 

i>llltlJ? 


ilfij 

S.1  SiuS Js<  iti 


x-v-v.  :1  •£*"•.  •*• 

*  it*  **£. 


si*!1 

!i*|: 

iiiii 

»li|i, 

illFl 


l!l!i;!K 


yi  '3 


I'  Ufl  Pi 

I  ?.*« 

la  si} 

If  >11  fii 

!  l  ei]  || 

p  I  ]  ‘•I  1 1 

R  *  3  5 

Ui  v  •»* 

1 »l 


Sills 


2/-z 


1  e  *- 1:  * 


92 

;i  fii 

«:•  *  ]£! 

1  £  6-= 
u  S  I  8 


ar:§- 


liapmi 


v,\  3  •=* 

vV  V  ‘  &  g  J  f 

%■>*  ie  * 

r#v  ■  ‘  Bug 

*  » 1 

tfabl-l  <5- 


IJHliS 


o> 


a> 


V) 


I  f 


1-41 


1-42 


1-43 


13 


DAILY  EVENING  ITEM,  Lynn.  Mass.,  Monday,  Octobar  31,  IMS  — 

MDC  to  draw  plan  converting 
1-95  right-of-way  into  park 


fAIICUS 


By  THOR  JOURGENSEN 
Item  Staff 

SAUGUS  -  The  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  (MDC)  will 
start  drawing  a  "concept  plan"  next 
month  for  converting  the  old  In¬ 
terstate  95  right-of-way  into  a  park 
even  though  the  land  has  yet  to  be 
placed  in  the  agency’s  hands. 

As  of  last  week  the  37-acre 
parcel  of  marsh  reeds  and  sand 
dunes  was  still  under  the  control  of 
the  Division  of  Capital  Planning  and 
Operations,  the  state  agency  re¬ 
sponsible  for  surplus  land,  even 
though  the  property  was  supposed  to 
be  transfered  to  the  MDC  about  two 
months  ago. 

The  land  has  to  be  in  MDC’s 
control  before  the  agency,  which 
operates  parks  and  open  space 
areas  across  Eastern  Massachu¬ 
setts,  can  begin  planning  Saugus' 
newest  park. 

MDC  Planner  Joseph  Orfant  is 
not  surprised  by  the  delay.  He  noted 
that  MDC  only  officially  requested 
the  transfer  of  the  land  a  month  ago. 
But  capital  planning  officials  in¬ 
dicated  they  were  ready  to  transfer 
it  in  mid-September. 

"I  would  like  it  to  be  over  with,” 
Orfant  said. 

State  officials  said  the  delays 
have  not  been  brought  about  by  the 
prospect  that  the  former  owner  of 
the  land.  Cedar  Glen  golf  course 
owner  George  Pike,  might  file  suit 
to  regain  his  property.  But  Saugus 
Board  of  Selectmen  member  Peter 
Manoogian  is  not  so  sure. 

Manoogian  believes  the  state  is 
taking  a  careful  look  at  how  the  land 


was  obtained  20  yean  ago  from  Pike 
and  William  O’Donnell  of  Lynn. 

"They  are  making  sure  the  pro¬ 
cedure  Is  not  flawed  because  if  he 
sues  it  will  be  over  flaws  in  the 
procedure,"  he  said. 

Pike  last  week  said  his  decision 
on  whether  or  not  to  sue  is  “immi¬ 
nent"  but  he  Mid  essentially  the 
same  thing  a  month  ago. 

Pike  and  O'Donnell  sought  to 
retrieve  their  property  through  an 
amendment  in  state  transportation 
legislation  last  year.  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis  rejected  the  amendment 
and  Saugus  Town  Meeting  members 
promptly  voted  to  rezone  the  land 
from  light  industrial  to  residential 
to  prevent  development  on  it. 

Despite  these  obstacles  Pike’s 
attorney,  John  McGlynn,  believes 
the  former  property  owners  have  a 
legal  leg  to  stand  on  if  they  decide 
to  sue.  McGlynn  said  the  state  Leg¬ 
islature  in  1981  approved  a  pro¬ 
cedure  for  returning  state  property 
to  former  owners.  He  Hid  the  state 
then  acted  Inconsistently  on  the 
statute  by  returning  land  to  some 
owners  and  not  to  others  like  Pike 
and  O’Donnell. 

While  Pike  contemplates  a  legal 
fight.  Saugus  residents  will  get  a 
chance  to  make  suggestions  for  the 
park’s  design.  Orfant  uid  a  citizens 
advisory  committee  will  be  formed 
to  provide  design  ideas  during  the 
planning  process  this  winter  and 
next  spring. 

Orfant  uid  the  dunes  are  al¬ 
ready  being  used  as  an  unofficial 
park  of  sorts  by  bird  watchers  as 
well  as  bird  hunters,  motorcyclists 
and  model  airplane  enthusiasts. 

The  park  design  process  may  be 
complicated  by  plans  to  use  the  sand 


dumped  on  the  land  in  the  1960s  to 
form  the  highway  embankment  to 
restore  Revere  buch.  Orfant  uid 
:  MDC  wants  the  sand  removed  in  a 
way  that  provides  an  attractive 
psrk  landscape.  But  Saugus  resi¬ 
dents  want  enough  sand  left  to  block 
high  waters  in  the  marsh  and  to 
provide  a  sound  barrier  from  the 
RESCO  incinerator. 

The  sand  may  never  be  removed 
if  the  Revere  Conservation  Com¬ 
mission  next  month  vetos  plans  to 
use  the  sand  on  the  beach.  Many 
residents  think  the  sand  is  too 
coarse.  The  commission's  Saugus 
counterparts  also  are  concerned 
that  the  marsh  may  be  damaged  by 
the  heavy  equipment  needed  to  re¬ 
move  the  sand. 
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It  lUrti  out  little  pond  by  little 
pond,  cumulatively  cauiing*  ma¬ 
jor  impact."  J*y*  Martel. 

"A*  each  little  pond  dis- 
appearo,  another  little  brick  ia 
taken  out  of  the  wail  that  supports 
the  whole  ecological  system.  Leas 
and  less  habitat  la  available,  and 
that  puta  more  of  a  stress  or 
what's  left." 

Chabra  claims  a  town- funded 
brook  cleaning  project  behind  her 
Ballard  Street  ftsh  market  got 
carried  away  more  than  a  year 
ago.  resulting  in  the  fUling-in  of 
her  pond  and  the  alteration  of  a 
nearby  tidal  creek.  This  work 
apparently  made  it  easier  for  for¬ 
mer  selectman  Robert  Lavoie  to 
expand  his  parking  lot  into  an 
area  that  is  considered  wetlands, 
die  claims 

Her  allegations  have  raised 
some  eyebrows.  And  the  issue  of 
Department  of  Public  Works 


(DPW)  supervisor  Joseph  Attu- 
bato  authorizing  the  use  of  town 
resources  for  work  on  Lavoie’s 
property  while  Lavoie  was  a 
selectman  is  the  subject  of  sepa¬ 
rate  investigations  by  the  DA's 
Office  (at  selectmen's  request) 
and  the  state  Ethics  Commission 
(at  Chabra  s  urging). 

Because  of  Lavoie's  contention 
that  he  has  been  the  victim  of  a 
cheap  shot  delivered  by  his  poli¬ 
tical  enemies.  Mavrauies1  office 
recently  announced  that  it  was 
looking  into  the  matter 

Martel  says  he's  not  concerned 
by  Mavroules'  call  for  "a  con¬ 
gressional  inquiry,"  a  typical 
reaction  by  congressmen  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  request  from  constitu- 
tents,  particularly  if  they  are 
long-time  supporters  like  Lavoie 
But  Martel  says  he's  troubled  by 
the  suggestion  that  the  Corps'  in- 


vestigatlon  is  politically- 
motivated. 

"The  enforcement  of  the  Clean 
Water  Act  is  much  bigger  and 
much  more  important  than 
Saugw  politics.  We  are  not  con¬ 
cerned  about  'Who's  going  to  look 
clean  and  who's  going  to  look 
soiled'  —  that's  their  (town  offi¬ 
cials)  deal,"  he  says. 

"Environmental  law  should  not 
be  a  stage  for  local  politics  to  be 
acted  out  on.  After  all  is  said  and 
done,  and  all  the  information 
comes  out  in  the  newspapers, 
hopefully  people  will  see  the  big 
picture:  they're  not  going  to  get 
away  with  violating  the  wet¬ 
lands." 

A  personal  Interest 

To  some  Saugus  residents. 

Martel  may  seem  like  an  in¬ 
truding  outsider  who  shouldn’t  be 


ir  Jddling  in  local  affairs  But  the 
39-year-old  bird  watching  Lynn 
native  feels  close  to  home  when 
talking  about  the  East  Saugus 
marshland,  primarily  because  be 
knows  the  area  as  well  as  moat 
natives. 

‘(For  years.  I  walked  my  dog 
near  the  1-96  sandpile.  As  a  kid 
from  West  Lynn.  1  used  to  run 
around  near  the  marsh  and  fish  in 
that  area.''  says  Martel,  an 
avowed  nature  lover  who  once 
worked  at  the  National  Marine 
Fisheries  in  San  Diego,  Calif,  as  a 
porpoise  observer. 

"For  eight  years.  I've  been  up 
and  down  the  salt  marshes,  doing 
voluntary  work  with  migratory 
shore  birds  I  (took  a  census)  in 
the  area  inside  of  Lynn  Harbor  for 
several  years .  keeping  tabs  on  the 
numbers  and  species  of  birds.  I 
know  how  valuable  a  resource 
that  area  is." 


Now,  he's  a  key  player  in  the 
Corps'  investigation  of  wetlands 
destruction  over  the  last  decade 
in  the  Saugus  and  Pines  River 
estuary  and  part  of  the  coastal 
shorelines  of  Lynn.  Revere  and 
Saugus. 

Cbabra’s  "Mill  Pond"  and  two 
separate  but  related  pieces  of 
land  involving  potential  wetlands 
violations  have  been  added  to  a 
list  of  33  sites  suspected  for 
alleged  illegal  dredging  and  fill¬ 
ing  activities,  according  to 
Martel 

The  sites  are  identified  in  a  July 
1966  consultant's  report  compiled 
by  IEP.  Inc  of  Sandwich,  which 
explores  the  potentisi  socio¬ 
economic  effects  of  the  proposed 
Corps  flood  reduction  plan  for  the 
Saugus/ Pines  River  estuary 

Richard  Roach.  Martel  s  boss 
and  chief  of  enforcement  with  the 
regulatory  branch  of  the  Corps' 
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New  England  Divuzon,  says  the 
Cor 94  plena  to  become  more 
aggmilswin  enforcing  environ- 
menul  lain  along  the  Saugus  and 
Pines  Rivers  because  of  the 
federal  flood  project  planted  for 
that  area 

"The  consultant's  report,  done 
as  part  ofour  planning,  detected  a 
couple  of  dozen  potential  viola¬ 
tions  which  have  occurred  over 
the  past  It  years  It  confirms 
other  evidence  that  there  s  filling 
going  on  in  that  area .  and  that  it  s 
a  problem  we  need  to  address." 
says  Roach. 

"Those  who  have  placed  fill  in 
wetlands  which  serve  important 
functions,  such  as  flood  storage, 
can  expect,  if  apprehended,  to  re¬ 
ceive  orders  for  removalof  the  fill 
or  restoration  of  the  wetlands." 
be  says. 

"If  they  fail  to  comply  with 
these  orders,  or  it  appears  they 
were  involved  in  willfUII  viola¬ 
tions.  they  can  expect  to  have  the 
matter  referred  to  the  United 
States  Attorney  for  appropriate 
legal  action  They  can  certainly 
expect  to  be  the  focus  of  our  atten¬ 
tion." 

The  IEP  study .  based  in  part  on 
a  comparison  of  aerial  photo¬ 
graphs  taken  in  1778  and  1(87. 
concludes  that  about  88  acres  of 
wetlands  have  disappeared  in  the 
Saugus/Pines  River  estuary. 
Chain's  pond  has  been  added  to 
that  Hat. 

Ironically,  the  proposed  840- 


Codt  effoctivn  —  Robert  Q.  Hunt,  project  mens-  storage  capacity  In  the  East  Saugus  marshland,  if 
gar  Indie  planning  office  of  the  Corps'  New  England  ifs  lost,  he  says,  the  ahemative  would  be  a  muMl- 
Ofvision,  says  the  Corps  is  committed  to  protecting  mMion  dollar  pumping  station. 

(Photo  by  David  Spink) 


million  flood  damage  project 
targeted  for  the  1988-98  period  — 
which  is  being  sought  by  the  com¬ 
munities  of  Lynn.  Maiden.  Re¬ 
vere  and  Saugus— has  turned  out 
to  be  an  environmental 


"The  reason  why  the  state  and 


federal  governments  are  looking 
more  at  the  estuary  is  because  the 
local  governments  asked  the 
Carps  to  investigate  strategies  to 
protect  those  communities  from 
serious  flooding."  says  Ed  Rein¬ 
er,  an  aquatic  biologist  for  the 
U  S.  Environmental  Protection 


Agency 

Indeed,  the  four  North  Shore 
communities  have  been  thinking 
about  some  kind  of  floodgate  pro¬ 
ject  since  the  Blizzard  of  1978  took 
its  toll  on  the  area  That  blizzard 
caused  more  than  9120  million  in 


damages  to  Revere.  Lynn.  Mal¬ 
den  and  Saugus 
The  Regional  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Plan,  one  of  three 
under  consderation  and  the  one 
favored  by  the  Corps  and  the  four 
sponsoring  communities  in¬ 
volves  the  construction  of  a  flood¬ 
gate  structure  that  would  span 
the  1 .908-foot  width  of  the  Saugus 
River  The  navigation  gate  and  10 
flushing  gates  would  remain  open 
98  9  percent  of  the  time,  except  in 
the  event  of  a  coastal  storm  which 
threatens  to  cause  damages, 
according  to  the  Regional  Saugus 
River  Floodgate  Plan  proposal 
That  proposal  states  that  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  marshland  estu¬ 
ary  is  needed  for  flood  storage  by 
the  project 

Enforcement  of  our  wetlands 
laws  gives  us  a  very  cost  effective 
way  of  providing  the  flood  control 
and  flood  protection,  while  at  the 
same  time  protecting  the  en 
vironment says  Robert  G 
Hunt,  project  manager  in  the 
planning  office  of  the  Corps'  New 
England  Division 
"We  re  committed  to  protect¬ 
ing  storage  capacity,  because  if 
we  lose  that  area,  we  would  have 
to  consider  building  a  very  expen¬ 
sive  pumping  station  that  would 
cost  950  millioa  to  9100  million 
Enforcement  will  be  beefed  up. 
and  there  should  be  a  reduction  of 
filling  in  the  estuary."  he  says 
The  90  acres  of  wetlands  lost 

Conanuad  on  next  page 
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Wetlands 

from  the  Saugus'Pines  River 
estuary  over  the  18-year  period  of 
the  IEP  study  amounts  to  an 
annual  loss  of  8  acres  Although 
that  may  seem  like  a  drop  in  the 
bucket  in  the  overall  context  of 
the  ecological  system,  it  would  be 
environmentally  significant"  if 
the  trend  prevailed  over  a  long 
period  of  time.  Corps  officials 
suggest 

If  it  happened  over  50  years, 
that  means  about  900  acres  would 
be  lost  —  that's  about  20  percent 
of  the  estuary  That  means  you  d 
lose  about  20  percent  of  your  stor- 
age  capacity. "  says  Hunt. 

The  pubMe  trust 

Aside  from  flood  damage 
concerns,  ecologists  are 
keenly  aware  that  further  erosion 
of  the  Saugus/Pines  River  estu¬ 
ary  could  have  other  severe  con¬ 
sequences 

"The  importance  of  the  Saugus 
and  Pines  River  estuary  cannot 
be  overemphasized,  since  it  con¬ 
tains  a  wide  variety  of  public 
trust  resources  Nearly  70  per¬ 
cent  of  all  commercial  fish  and 
shellfish  resources  are  dependent 
upon  estuaries  for  spawning  and 
nursery  grounds,  says  Vernon 


Lang,  of  the  U  S  Interior  Depart¬ 
ments  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

"This  estuary  with  its  salt  mar¬ 
shes.  mudflats  and  shallow  sub- 
tidal  channels  is  one  of  the  most 
biologically  significant  estuaries 
in  Massachusetts  north  of  Boston. 
Marine  worms,  snails,  and  other 
shellfish  in  the  marsh  form  the 
basis  of  the  macro-marine  food 
chain. "  he  says 

"Winter  flounder,  alewife. 
smelt,  blueback  herring  and  eels 
are  a  few  of  the  more  common 
recreationally  valuable  finfish 
that  occur  in  the  Saugus  and 
Pines  River  Estuary  Spawning 
and  nursery  habitat  is  available 
in  the  estuary  for  many  of  these 
species  Additionally.  Atlantic 
silversides.  mummichogs  and 
sticklebacks  occur  in  the  pans  of 
water  in  the  marsh 

The  estuary  is  so  significant  to 
Massachusetts  that  Secretary  of 
Environmental  Affairs  James  S. 
Hoyte  earlier  this  year  desig¬ 
nated  the  entire  1 ,700  acres  of  tid¬ 
al  wetlands  and  adjoining  areas 
of  the  estuary  as  an  Area  of  Critic- 
al  Environmental  Concern 
(ACEC) 

That  ACEC  designation  comes 
at  a  time  when  the  state  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Environmental  Quality 
Engineering  (DEQE)  is  finally 
cracking  down  on  wetlands  viola¬ 
tions  in  the  estuary 


Over  the  past  year.  DEQE  has 
initiated  four  enforcement  cases 
against  wetlands  violations  in  the 
estuary  and  is  seeking  more  than 
9190,000  in  total  administrative 
penalties.  At  least  six  other  cases 
in  the  area  are  said  to  be  under 
state  investigation 

EPA  agent  Reiner,  who  has 
been  investigating  wetlands 
violations  along  the  North  Shore 
•stuary  since  19*0.  says  that  level 
of  state  enforcement  action  is 
long  overdue 

We  at  the  federal  level  are 
picking  up  the  slack  fora  problem 
that  ought  to  be  addressed  at  the 
local  and  state  levels  It  s  wrong 
for  the  citizen  to  think  the  feds 
should  save  everything,  because 
we  are  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  of 
regulation  with  the  least  amount 
of  resources,”  says  Reiner 

"  The  federal  government 
wouldn’t  have  to  consider  build¬ 
ing  a  floodgate  if  the  state  and 
locals  had  done  a  better  job  in  reg¬ 
ulating  land  use  and  building 
years  ago  Inadequate  controls 
by  local  and  state  governments 
have  been  a  big  part  of  the  prob¬ 
lem,  he  says 

There's  a  built-in  incentive  for 
developers  and  contractors  to 
illegally  dispose  of  rubble,  con¬ 
crete.  asphalt,  metal,  wood,  ash 
and  other  waste  materials  in  the 
marshland,  according  to  Reiner. 


who  notes  that  it  costs  9150  per  ton 
to  dispose  of  the  wastes  legally 
But  state  and  local  governments 
haven't  done  as  much  as  they 
could  to  prevent  violations,  he 
says 

"  Over  a  period  of  time,  we  lose 
respect  for  some  of  the  towns  be 
cause  some  of  the  same  problems 
continue  I  waste  time  being  po¬ 
lite  and  explaining  state  laws 
when  I'm  responsible  for  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  federal  laws  he 
says 

It  's  going  totake  public  educa¬ 
tion  to  solve  the  problem  People 
are  going  to  have  to  realize  that  if 
they  get  caught,  it's  going  to  cost 
them  on  the  order  of  three-times 
as  much  to  remove  the  illegal  fill 
and  restore  the  wetlands  as  it- 
would  have  cost  to  dispose  of  it 
legally  " 

At  least  at  this  point,  there  is 
the  appearance  of  beefed  up  en¬ 
forcement  of  wetlands  violations 
The  Corps  is  calling  for  a  meeting 
early  next  month  between  DEQE. 
EPA.  Corps  and  local  conserva¬ 
tion  commissions  to  discuss  how 
to  respond  to  the  enforcement 
cases  coming  out  of  the  IEP  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Corps  of  Engineers  agent  Mar¬ 
tel  is  optimistic  about  the  future 
He  says  the  anticipated  enforce¬ 
ment  action  against  The  Town  of 
Saugus  and  former  selectman 


Robert  Lavoie  is  symbolic  of  the 
kind  of  action  he  sees  coming 
down  the  road 

Neither  small  town  politics  nor 
congressional  pressure  will  keep 
the  Corps  from  doing  its  job  he 
vows 

There  s  a  whole  new  day  here 
There  s  nothing  we  can  do  about 
the  wetlands  loss  that  s  occurred 
over  the  last  10  years  We  have  lo 
focus  our  attention  on  ongoing 
problems  as  they  occur  But  pub¬ 
lic  interest  has  evolved  to  the 
point  where  there  is  concern  ab 
out  preserving  the  wetlands 
says  Martel 

As  long  as  that  interest  con¬ 
tinues.  the  issue  won't  be  taken 
lightly  If  people  think  they  re 
going  to  be  able  to  put  in  an  acre  of 
fill  and  build  their  dream  house 
with  a  salt  marsh  view  they  re 
mistaken.  "  he  says 

As  for  Eva  Chabra.  the  self- 
proclaimed  Mistress  of  the  Mill 
Pond."  the  federal  government  s 
interest  in  the  Saugus  and  Pines 
River  Estuary  is  the  one  thing 
that  keeps  her  going  in  her  battles 
at  Town  Hall 

"I  happen  to  have  the  courage 
of  my  convictions  and  what  I  am 
doing  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do 
with  small  town  petty  politics, 
wrote  Chabra  in  a  recent  letter  to 
selectmen 

The  environment  is  being 
compromised  in  East  Saugus 
while  Town  Fathers  look  the 
other  way'  Fortunately  I  have 
the  state  and  federal  environmen¬ 
tal  agencies  looking  out  for  my 
interests  at  a  time  I  have  been 
abandoned  by  my  own  town  gov¬ 
ernment  3 


rising  sea  level  could  claim  $-21 
acres  of  Saugus  coastline 


SAUGUS  —  The  Town  of  Sau¬ 
gus  will  lose  much  of  its  current 
shoreline  —  between  six  and  21 
acres  —  in  as  little  as  35  years, 
and  faces  a  sea  level  rise  which 
could  reach  a  devastating  11  feet 
in  the  next  110  years. 

According  to  the  Massachusetts 
Coastal  Zone  Management 
(CZM)  studies,  rising  sea  levels 
will  claim  something  between 
261,000  square  feet  (six  acres) 
and  915,000  square  feet  (21  acres) 
of  Saugus’  coastline  by  the  year 
2025. 

That  compares  to  between  five 
and  19  acres  (217,800  to  827,600 
square  feet)  expected  to  be  lost  in 
Chelsea  during  the  same  time 
period,  and  between  three  and  10 
acres  (131,000  to  440,000  square 
(eel)  expected  to  be  lost  in  Win- 
throp. 

Those  are  among  the  findings 
reported  in  the  January  issue  of 


"Coast  and  Country"  Magazine, 
which  circulates  80,000  issues 
along  the  North  Shore. 

The  implications  for  local  plan¬ 
ning  and  development  agencies 
are  enormous,  according  to  Coast 
and  Country  Publisher  Robert  A. 
Hastings.  “Everything  from  the 
height  of  bridges  to  the  placement 
of  housing  developments  and 
roadways  will  be  impacted.  For 
communities  with  a  great  deal  of 
flat  marshland,  such  as  Ipswich, 
Newbury,  and  Salisbury,  the 
worst  predictions  could  be  calam¬ 
itous,"  Hastings  raid. 

The  minimum  lost  land  figures 
are  beyond  dispute,  the  article 
claims,  as  they  are  simply  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  what  has  been  happen¬ 
ing  for  centuries.  The  sea  has 
risen  three  feet  since  the  colonists 
arrived  and  will  rise  another  four 
to  five  inches  by  2025. 

The  worst-case  figures  of  land 
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loss  in  the  next  40  yean  are  baaed 
on  scientists’  best  estimates  of  the 
consequences  of  world-wide  at¬ 
mospheric  warming  caused  by 
the  "Greenhouse  Effect.”  That 
calls  for  a  sqa  level  rise  of  1.57 
feet. 

A  sea-level  rise  of  from  five  to 
seven  feet  is  likely  by  the  year 
2100,  according  to  experts.  But, 
according  to  the  article,  scientists 
won’t  rule  out  extremes  of  as  little 
as  two  feet  to  a  catastrophic  11 
feet. 

Material  cited  was  from  sourc¬ 
es  including  the  NASA-Goddard 
Institute,  the  federal  Environ¬ 
mental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA),  the  Woods  Hole  Oceano¬ 
graphic  Institution,  and  the  state 
CZM. 

The  implications  of  a  steady 
sea-level  increase  go  beyond  the 
static  level  of  the  water.  As 
beaches  disappear  and  marsh¬ 
lands  are  lost,  the  effects  of  a  ma¬ 
jor  storm  surge  *  such  as  that  of 
the  Blizzard  of  1978  -  increase  dra¬ 
matically.  A  one-foot  rise  in  sea- 
level  would  erode  most  beaches 
by  100  feet,  allowing  a  higher  base 
for  unusually  high  tides  driven  by 
storm  surges.  In  such  conditions, 
wave  energy  increases  quickly.  A 
four-foot-high  wave  carries  four 
times  the  destructive  energy  of  a 
two-foot-high  wave. 

The  question  is  •  how  govern¬ 
ment  should  react  to  this  known, 
but  publicly  unrecognized  threat. 
Dr.  James  Titus  of  the^PA  said, 
“The  cost  of  preparing  for  sea- 
level  rise  is  so  small  compared 
with  the  costs  of  not  preparing 
that  even  a  small  chance  of  a  one- 
meter  (three  feet,  three  inches) 
rise  by  2100  Justifies  taking 
measures  today."  - 

The  threat  is  so  serious  that  the 
U  S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is 
already  planning  a  156  million 
floodga  te  just  seaward  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Edwards  Bridge  at  the  Lynn- 
Revere  townline  to  protect  some 
4,000  buildings  in  a  major  flood 
plain  involving  Saugus,  Lynn  and 
Revere.  »  ~ 
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State  Moves  to  Plug  Wetlands  Protection  Loopholes 


Concerned  about  loop¬ 
holes  in  the  state's  wetlands 
protection  law.  Environmental 
Affairs  Secretary  John  P. 
DeVillars  has  announced  a 
plan  to  give  local  conserva¬ 
tion  commissions  additional 
authority  --  including  police 
support  —  to  protect  fragile 
wetland  areas. 

"We  are  launching  an 
all-out  campaign  to  find  and 
prosecute  anyone  who  dares  to 
ignore  laws  which  protect 
these  irreplaceable  natural 
resources,  with  conservation 
commissions  being  our  first 
line  of  defense"  said  DeVil¬ 
lars  to  some  900  attendees  at 
the  March  4  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Massachusetts  Association 
of  Conservation  Commissions. 
"By  closing  loopholes  in  the 
1972  Wetlands  Protection  Act 
and  beefing  up  our  enforce¬ 
ment  drive,  we  can  be  confi¬ 
dent  that  we  will  meet  that 
responsibility." 

Traditionally,  local 
conservation  commissions 
operated  with  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  they  could  investi¬ 
gate  alleged  wetland  viola¬ 
tions  on  private  property. 

But  a  state  Supreme  Judicial 
court  ruling  on  a  Braintree 
wetlands  case  last  summer 
held  that  state  wetland 
protection  laws  --  as  now 
written  --  do  not  guarantee 
that  right. 

In  the  case  of  "Common¬ 
wealth  vs.  John  G.  Grant  and 
Sons  Co.,  the  chairman  of  the 
town’s  conservation  commis¬ 
sion  entered  onto  the  com¬ 
pany's  property  to  take 
photographs  and  samples  of 
construction  debris,  scrap 
metal,  pulverized  autos, 
bricks,  pipes  and  storage 
tanks  dumped  into  a  flood¬ 
plain  bordering  on  the  Mon- 
atiquot  River.  A  jury  con¬ 
victed  the  corporation  and 

fined  it  $10,000,  but  the 
state  Supreme  Court  ruled 
that  state  law  did  not  permit 
a  "ConCom"  to  enter  private 
property  without  a  police 
escort  to  enforce  the  law. 


Sew  legislation  and  increased  enforcement 
will  be  formed  on  protecting  fragile 
wetland  areas. 


A  subsequent  Superior 
Court  ruling  held  that  the 
Department  of  Environmental 
Quality  Engineering  also  can¬ 
not  go  onto  private  property 
to  investigate  potential 
dumping  cases. 

To  provide  greater  en¬ 
forcement,  DeVillars  announ¬ 
ced  Governor  Dukakis  will 
file  legislation  restoring 
the  rights  of  both*e„i*CoaiS 
and  DEQE  officials  to  inves¬ 
tigate  potential  violations. 

In  addition,  police  of¬ 
ficers  from  the  Department  of 
Fisheries,  Wildlife  and  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Law  Enforcement 
will  be  assigned  to  DEQE’s 
regional  offices  to  work 
side-by-side  with  conserva¬ 
tion  commissioners  and  DEQE 
investigators  in  the  field. 

"ConComs  will  continue 
to  be  our  eyes  and  ears  out 
there,"  said  DeVillars.  "The 
difference  is  that  now  they 
will  have  our  team  of  state 
environmental  police  to  back 
them  up.  This  is  just  one 
part  of  a  full-force  crack¬ 
down  on  polluters." 

Nest  month  DeVillars  and 
Governor  Dukakis  will  unveil 
what  they  call  "the  toughest 
enforcement  program  anywhere 
in  the  nation  to  identify  and 
punish  environmental  pollut¬ 
ers."  Said  DeVillars,  "Our 
message  is  short  and  sweet: 

If  you  pollute,  you  are  going 
to  pay.  We're  not  picking  up 
the  tab  for  you  any  more. 

It’s  that  simple." 


The  governor’s  bill 
would:  1)  Make  explicit  the 

authority  of  conservation 
commissions  and  DEQE  offici¬ 
als  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Wetlands  Protection 
Act,  including  the  authority 
to  conduct  inspections  on 
private  property;  2)  Allow 
administrative  enforcement 
orders  to  require  restora¬ 
tion  of  illegally  altered 
wetlands;  3)  Make  it  illegal 
to  leave  unauthorized  fill  in 
place,  while  addressing  the 
SJCs  concern  that  unauthor¬ 
ized  remedial  action  also 
would  be  illegal.  The  pre¬ 
sence  of  unauthorized  fill 
would  be  a  continuing  viola¬ 
tion  under  the  amended  act; 
and  4)  P;  'vide  that  the  sta- 

—  lute  of  lirr itat'O:):  ««  wet: _ 

land  violations  would  run 
from  each  continuing  viola¬ 
tion  until  the  violator  pro¬ 
vides  notice  of  the  violation 
to  the  local  conservation 
commission  and  DEQE. 

In  1963,  Massachusetts 
approved  the  first  coastal 

wetlands  law  of  any  sute  in 
the  country  and  later  acted 
to  protect  inland  wetlands  as 
well.  The  law  has  been 
strengthened  several  times 
and  now  allows  development  of 
only  one-ninth  of  an  acre  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  wetland 
without  a  variance.  The  law 
is  so  tough  that  some  devel¬ 
opers  have  opted  to  alter 
wetlands  illegally  rather 
than  try  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  up  front. 

Over  the  past  several 
years  CZM  has  aided  in  the 
state's  efforts  to  enforce 
the  law  by  providing  funding 
for  two  environmental  en¬ 
forcement  agents  --  one  in 
JPEQE's  northeast^  region _and 
one  in  the  southeast.  "We 
look  forward  to  the  increased 
emphasis  on  enforcement  and 
continuing  our  involvement  in 
protection  of  our  threatened 
coastal  wetlands,"  said  Steve 
Bliven,  CZM  Acting  Director. 


1-49 


INTEREST  GROUPS 
AND 

OTHER  LETTERS 


VTHITKXJOf  .  . 

Planning  Division 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

March  23,  1987 


Basin  Management  Branch 


Mr.  Frank  Anderson 
President 

Concerned  Coastal  Sportsmen,  Assoc.,  Inc. 

14A  Seafoam  Ave. 

Vinthrop,  Massachusetts  02152 

Dear  Mr.  Anderson: 

The  enclosed  brochure  describes  the  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 
for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  in  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and 
Saugus.  The  study  was  requested  by  the  four  communities  to  reduce 
damages  from  tidal  flooding. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Haas,  one  of  your  members,  suggested  I  advise  you  of 
the  investigation  and  tentatively  recommended  project,  which  may  be 
of  interest  to  your  organization.  Mrs.  Haas  is  actively  involved  in 
the  study  and  is  willing  to  represent  your  interests,  if  requested. 

If  any  major  concerns  arise  over  the  next  few  years  while  the 
project  is  being  planned,  please  let  me  know.  A  presentation  could 
be  arranged  to  address  any  questions. 

If  you  have  any  questions  in  the  interim,  please  feel  free  to 
call  me  at  617-647-8508.  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt  is  the  Project  Manager 
and  can  be  reached  at  617-647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosure 

Copy  Furnished: 

Mrs.  Ellen  Haas 
10  Pier  View  Ave. 
Re -..re,  MA  02151 
617-284-0103 
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SWIM:  Nahant  Citizens  Committee 
Seeking  Water  Improvement  Measures 


33  Summer  Street 
Nahant,  Mi  01908 
Meroh  27,  1987 


Mr.  Robert  J.  Hunt 

New  England  Division 

O.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02254 

Dear  Mr.  Hunt: 

Please  send  ae  a  copy  of  the  coaplete  Environmental  Notification  Fora  for 
the  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study,  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  which  was 
listed  In  the  most  recent  Environmental  Monitor.  Ye  note  that  the  project  nay 
include  a  revetment  and  wall  extending  west  of  the  Nahant  rotary  and  would  like 
for  you  to  oonslder  the  potential  effects  upon  the  environment  of  Nahant.  SWIM 
Is  also  concerned  about  the  potential  effeots  upon  the  fish  and  shellfish 
nurseries  in  the  Saugus-Revere  marshes,  which  help  to  support  the  fishing 
industry  in  Nahant  and  other  North  Shore  communities. 

I  would  also  like  to  receive  notioes  of  any  public  meetings,  hearings, 
etc. ,  related  to  the  Saugus  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study. 

Thank  you  very  much. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Polly  Bradley,  Secretary 
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ATTINTION  O* 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLANO  0< VI SION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 
March  24,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Impact  Analysis  Branch 


Dear  Sir  or  Madam: 

The  New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers  has 
submitted  the  enclosed  Environmental  Notification  Form 
( ENF)  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries.  Flood  Damage 
Reduction  Study  on  behalf  of  the  communities  of  Lynn, 

Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus,  Massachusetts. 

Comments  on  the  ENF,  concerning  potential  environmental 
impacts  that  are  likely  to  be  significant,  will  be  due  by 
April  15,  1987.  Comments  should  be  sent  directly  to  the 
Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs,  100  Cambridge  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202,  Attention:  MEPA  Unit,  and 
reference  the  study  by  name  and  its  EOEA  ft  6497.  A  scoping 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Revere  High  School,  School  St., 
Revere,  MA  on  Tuesday,  April  7  from  3:  00  to  5:  00  P.  M. 

The  Corps  appreciates  your  interest  in  this  study.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
(  617)  647-8508.  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the  Environmental 
Manager  (647-8518)  and  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project 
Manager  (647-8216)  can  both  be  contacted  for  additional 
information.  The  MEPA  contact  person  for  this  project  is 
Mr.  David  Shepardson.  He  can  be  reached  at  727-5830. 


Si  ncerely, 


Enclosure 

DISTRIBUTION :  OVER  200  COPIES  TO  FEDERAL,  STATE,  AND  LOCAL  INTERESTS . 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
ASSOCIATION  of 

CONSERVATION  March  50’  1,87 

COMMISSIONS,  Inc. 

MEPA  Unit,  EOEA,  100  Cambridge,  Boston  02202 


RE 
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#6487.  Merrimack  River  Navigation  Project:  Jollene  Dubne^' 

I  am  frar.kly  revolted  that  we  are  proposing  to  spend  $8  million,  alter  almost 
5  acres  of  wetlands  and  change  the  regime  of  a  major  river  in  order  to  accomodate 
tourist  boats  of  the  National  Park  Service!  The  EIR  should  consider  No  Action 
very  carefully  and  also  analyze  the  impact  of  the  federal  Executive  Order  banning 
federal  alteration  of  wetlands  and  floodplains  if  avoidable. ^PLEASE  SEND  MACC 
THE  DRAFT  EIR  FOR  THIS  PROJECT  y 

#6497:  Saugus  River  Flood  Control  :'^Dave  Shepardson 

/ 

This  massive  project  will  severely  degrade  wetlands  and  coastal  resources,  whether 
'Option  3  or  Option  1  is  chosen.  It  is  not  state  policy  to  destroy  these  resources 
in  order  to  encourage  further  development  of  areas  that  should  never  have  been 
developed.  The  EIR  must  include  analysis  of  federal  EOs  that  limit  federal 
projects  affecting  wetlands  and  floodplains.  SEND  US  A  DRAFT  EIR 

#6477:  Carrington  Road,  Montgomery:  Jack!  Wilkins 

Some  months  ago,  I  was  Involved  with  a  road  in  that  town,  and  the  proposal  was 
very  poorly  designed  and  badly  affected  wetlands.  Please  assure  yourself  that 
this  is  a  different  road.  The  real  reason  for  work  on  the  road  I  heard  about  was 
to  benefit  an  adjacent  lam}«Vmer. 

#6481:  Charlton  condos:  M5ave  Shepardson 


#6481:  Charlton  condos: 


Shepardson 


This  ENF  is  a  perfect  example  of  the  need  to  use  the  new  first  page.  Why  are 
we  still  seeing  the  old  forms?  Are  there  wetlands  at  issue  here? 

#6492:  Providence  Pipeline,  Douglas/Uxbridge:  Jackl  Wilkins 

This  project  will  disturbe  2  acres  of  wetlands.  An  EIR  will  have  to  be  prepared 
unless  the  proponent  can  enter  into  some  agreement  with  your  office  regarding 
restoration.  Pipeline  work  is  not  necessarily  damaging  in  Che  long  run:  it  all 
depends  on  the  method  of  work,  machinery  used^jroads  into  the  wetland,  etc.  If 
these  cannot  be  assured,  an  EIR  is  mediatory 

#6494:  Hoe  Shop  Rd.  Bridge,  Bernardston:  *4)ave  Shepardson 


#6494:  Hoe  Shop  Rd.  Bridge,  Bernardston:  *1>ave  Shepardson 

The  need  for  bridge  repair  should  not  overshadow  environmental  protection.  The 
danger  here  is  that  the  work  will  cause  sedimentation  and  unneessary  alteration 
of  banks.  A  professional  review  of  the  plans  should  be  done  to  assure  that  the 
work  will  be  done  with  maximum  sensitivity,  as  quickly  as  possible,  during  the 
correct  season  of  the  yaar.,  with  a  minimum  of  hardening  of  the  banks. 


Sincerely, 


V<..‘  ..U.  i 


LINCOLN  FILENE  CENTER 
TUFTS  UNIVERSITY 
MEDFORD,  MASSACHUSETTS  02155 
(617)  381-3457 
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Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 

Resources  for  the  S’orth  Shore 
159  Main  Street 

Gloucester,  Massachusetts  01930 
(617)  283-0598 
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10  April,  1987 


Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

20th  Floor 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  HA  02202 

re:  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study,  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries:  MEPA  #6497 


Dear  Secretary  Hoyte: 

The  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  is  most  concerned  that  the  proposed  flood 
damage  reduction  program  for  the  Saugus  River  and  its  tributaries  has  the 
potential  for  severely  impacting  the  Saugus  and  Pines  River  Estuary.  Any 
flood  control  program  which  results  from  this  study  must  make  every  effort 
to  ensure  that  the  integrity  and  productivity  of  the  estuary  not  be 
compromised.  While  we  recognize  the  occurence  and  seriousness  of  tidal 
flooding  in  the  target  communities,  it  is  critical,  too,  that  the 
inappropriateness  of  the  existing  and  proposed  development  within  the 
floodplain  be  recognized. 

Massachusetts  Audubon  recommends  the  following  concerns  be  addressed  in  the 
Environmental  Impact  Review  as  well  as  in  the  Federal  Environmental  Impact 
Statement. 

1.  Alteration  of  tidal  flow.  Constriction  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus  River 
resulting  from  construction  of  the  “hurricane  barrier"  raises  a  great  number 
of  questions. 

a.  Changes  in  circulation  patterns  at  the  mouth. 

b.  Changes  in  sediment  transport. 

c.  Changes  in  nutrient  fluxes 

d.  Siltation  in  the  area  of  the  barrier. 

% 

2.  Changes  in  the  salinity  of  the  salt  marsh.  Alteration  of  tidal  flushing 
could  adversely  affect  the  salinity  of  the  estuary.  Limiting  the  flow  of 
freshwater  from  the  river  creates  the  potential  for  changes  in  the  marsh 
vegetation.  Further,  changes  in  the  salinity  gradients  will  affect  oxygen 
levels  in  the  marsh  and  possibly  result  in  oxidation  of  the  salt  marsh 
peats.  Additionally,  changes  in  mosquito  populations  and  species  could 
occur. 
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3.  Mainland  flooding  contribution.  The  role  of  surface  runoff  and/or  river 
overflows  must  be  closely  examined.  According  to  Army  Corps  spokesmen  only 
regional  studies  were  examined.  In  considering  the  role  of  the  wetlands  in 
storm  and  flood  protection  it  is  most  important  that  this  factor  be 
understood. 

4.  Physical,  chemical  and  biological  impacts  on  intertidal,  subtidal  and 
benthic  communities.  Impact  upon  shellfish  habitat,  waterfowl  habitat,  etc. 
should  be  addressed.  The  role  of  the  estuary  and  its  wetlands  in  providing 
habitat  for  juvenile  and  larval  stage  marine  life,  including  both  fish  and 
shellfish,  cannot  be  over-emphasized.  The  EIR/EIS  should  specifically 
address  any  impact  which  this  project  may  have  and  discuss  mechanisms  to 
eliminate  or  mediate  any  impacts. 

5.  Impact  upon  fish  migration.  Eels  and  alewife  reportedly  utilize  the 
estuary.  Any  changes  noted  in  the  above  concerns  could  impact  their 
habitat. 

6.  Cumulative  impact  of  dredging  project.  The  concurrently  planned  Corps 
project  for  navigation  improvement  in  the  Saugus  River  should  be  examined  in 
relation  to  this  project.  Creation  of  a  navigational  channel  as  well  as 
possible  anchorages  could  affect  the  velocity  of  the  river  and  sediment 
transport,  re-suspend  bottom  materials,  destroy  benthic  and  intertidal 
communities,  etc.  Creation  of  a  channel  may  in  fact  exacerbate  inland 
flooding  by  tunneling  tidal  surge  further  up  the  river.  It  is  critical  that 
the  EIR/EIS  address  the  combined  impacts  of  the  two  projects. 

7.  Alternatives.  An  alternative  approach  to  flood  control,  such  as  was  used 
in  the  Charles  River  area  should  be  fully  explored  in  the  EIR/EIS. 

Aquisition  and  protection  of  wetlands  and  tidelands,  and  replication  of 
wetlands  in  currently  filled  tidelands,  etc.  for  natural  floodwater  storage 
and  damage  protection  must  be  carefully  addressed. 

8.  Development  Impacts.  As  is  so  often  the  case  when  roadways  are 
"improved,"  the  reduction  of  storm  threat  in  the  Saugus  River  estuary  can 
very  easily  result  in  vastly  increased  development  pressure  and  activity. 

A  number  of  very  large  development  projects  are  now  scheduled  or  planned  for 
areas  which  would  clearly  benefit  from  the  flood  control  project.  Strong, 
coordinated  planning  actions  should  be  developed  in  concert  with  this 
program  to  prevent  a  very  serious  threat  to  the  wetlands  of  the  area. 

Again,  the  navigation/dredging  project  will  also  have  a  marked  effect  in 
increasing  the  pressures  on  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  river;  every  effort  to 
coordinate  and  jointly  analyze  these  two  projects  should  be  undertaken. 

The  EIR/EIS  should  discuss  specific  mechanisms,  such  as  aquisition, 
conservations  easements,  etc,  which  will  be  utilized  to  prevent  new 
development.  In  addition,  the  issue  of  creating  "new"  developable  lands, 
which  now  are  unbuildable  due  to  flood  hazard  must  be  addressed.  Mechanisms 
to  prevent  this  aspect  of  development  must  also  be  developed.  It  is 
critical  that  the  combined  or  seperate  dredging  or  flood  control  projects 
not  open  the  door  to  new  development  in  the  area. 
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9.  Aesthetics.  Construction  on  a  scale  as  is  planned  for  this  project  will 
have  a  major  impact  upon  the  aesthetics  of  both  the  natural  and  the  built 
environment  of  the  area.  The  questions  of  visual  impact  as  well  as  physical 
access  to  the  shoreline  and  beaches  should  be  addressed. 

All  parties  involved  in,  or  concerned  with  this  project  have  highlighted  the 
importance  of  the  Saugus  and  Pines  River  Estuary.  It  is  on  the  EPA  priority 
wetlands  list.  The  Conservation  Commissions  of  many  abutting  municipalities 
are  actively  interested  in  increasing  the  protection  afforded^the  marshes. 
The  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  urges  that  the  protection  and  enhancement 
of  the  estuary  be  considered  in  all  phases  of  this  project. 

In  conversations  with  Mr.  Robert  Hunt,  Project  Manager,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  I  have  expressed  interest  in  serving  on  the  Technical  Advisory 
Group  being  established  for  this  project.  Mr.  Hunt  and  I  agreed  that 
representation  from  the  non-profit  sector  would  be  most  beneficial  to  the 
goals  of  all  involved.  I  am  very  interested  in  ensuring  that  this  project, 
however  it  is  resolved,  result  in  the  maximum  flood  control  obtainable 
within  the  bounds  of  environmental  protection.  I  hope  you  will  consider  me 
for  this  committee. 

Sincerely, 

Richard  K.  Quateman 
Director 

cc.  Mr.  Robert  Hunt 
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April  12,  198? 


Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

20th  Ploor 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA  02202  EOEA  Pile  #6497 

Attention!  MEPA  Unit,  Dave  Shepardson 


Dear  Mr.  Shepardsom 

On  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation 
Commissions  I  would  like  to  present  the  following  comments  on 
matters  which  should  be  included  in  the  Scope  for  the  EIR 
on  the  Plood  Reduction  Study  of  the  Saugus  River. 

At  the  outset  I  should  like  to  state  that  an  alternative  which 
would  destroy  more  than  thirty  acres  of  vegetated  wetlands  and 
an  equal  or  larger  area  of  tidal  flats  is  unacceptable  and  should 
be  dropped  from  consideration  so  that  time  and  money  are  not  spent 
on  further  study. 

However,  since  at  this  point  in  time,  Option  1  remains  in  the 
study  the  impacts  of  the  diking  proposal  must  be  considered  in 
the  EIR,  as  well  as  the  other  Options. 

Por  options  1  and  3  adaquate  baseline  studies  will  be  necessary 
for  all  resources  1  Extent  and  types  of  wetland  vegetationi  fisheries 
including  anadramous  species,  spawning  and  nursery  areas,  extent 
and  location.  Shellfish  beds,  extent  and  location.  Other  estuarine 
species,  extent  and  location.  Benthic  resources.  Wildlife,  resi¬ 
dent  and  migratory  species  and  numbers »  breeding  populations  if 
present.  Where  appropriate) sampling  should  be  done  at  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Saugus  River  outside  the  proposed  location  of  the 
tidal  barriar. 


Data  are  needed  on  water  quality,  including  dissolved  oxygen, 
turbidity,  salinity,  choliform  levels  for  the  Saugus  and  Pines 
Rivers  and  outside  the  location  of  the  tidal  gates.  Included 
should  be  locations  and  nature  of  point  source  discharges. 

Data  are  needed  on  tidal  flows,  freshwater  inputs,  and  current 
characteristics  in  the  river  and  outer  estuary.  The  present  pattern 
of  sediment  deposition  must  be  known. 

Por  Option  1  the  following  possible  impacts  oust  be  investigated! 

How  much  will  dikes  cut  off  the  natural  flow  of  water  into  the 

marsh? 


Will  dikes  change  the  salinity  patterns  in  the  estuary? 

Will  changes  in  freshwater  input  and/or  salinity  change  the 
nature  of  the  wetlands?  Will  upland  succession  be  hastened? 


LINCOLN  F1LENE  CENTER 
TUFTS  UNIVERSITY 
MEDFORD,  MASSACHUSETTS  02155 
(617)  381-3457 
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Ooes  the  figure  of  thirty  one  acres  of  wetlands  "adversely 
affected"  (euphemism  for  destroyed!)  include  damage  or  destruction 
which  may  occur  during  construction  of  dikes?  Does  it  include  pos¬ 
sible  losses  due  to  diminution  of  water  inputs? 

Will  construction  of  dikes  impede  the  flow  of  freshwater  into 
marsh  during  storms  thereby  increasing  flooding  landward  of  the  marsh? 

Will  changes  in  any  of  the  water  quality  parameters  affect  fish, 
shellfish,  wildlife  or  benthic  organisms? 

In  considering  Option  3  the  following  questions  need  answers: 

How  will  permanent  closure  of  a  portion  of  the  Saugus  River 
affect  currents  and  sediment  deposition?  Will  it  generate  addi¬ 
tional  or  more  frequent  dredging  demands? 

Will  there  be  changes  in  tide  levels  or  currents  which  will  ad¬ 
versely  affect  any  of  the  living  resources  of  the  esturary? 

Will  there  by  changes  in  water  quality  parameters  which  will  have 
adverse  affects  on  any  of  the  living  resources  of  the  estuary? 

Will  flushing  be  adaquate  or  will  pollution  levels  rise? 

Will  there  be  a  tendency  for  a  rise  in  normal  water  levels  in 
the  estuary,  thus  changing  the  flooding  of  the  marsh? 

In  times  of  heavy  rainfall  will  flood  waters  be  held  in  the  es¬ 
tuary,  possibly  increasing  upstream  flood  levels? 

How  will  the  optimum  size  of  permanent  opening  in  the  flood  gates 
be  arrived  at?  Is  the  proposal  shown  by  the  Corps  at  the  scoping 
session  adaquate? 

How  will  the  dredging  proposal  for  the  Saugus  River  affect  the 
impacts  of  this  proposal?  Cumulative  impacts  must  be  considered. 

The  Saugus  estuary  marshes  are  already  subject  to  creeping  en¬ 
croachment  and  intense  development  pressures.  Will  not  Options  1 
and  3  serve  to  increase  these  pressures  by  alleviating  flood  dangers? 

The  methodology  and  data  used  for  arriving  at  stated  cost  and 
benefits  should  be  set  forth  in  the  impact  reports. 

How  is  this  project  consistent  with  State  and  Federal  Orders  and 
policies  mandating  protection  of  wetlands,  specifically  CZM  Policies 
One  and  Four:  the  Massachusetts  Wetlands  Protection  Act:  Federal  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  11990  and  Section  404  of  the  Clean  Water  Act,  as  well 
as  any  other  State  and  Federal  Policies  or  Orders  which  have  not  been 
mentioned  here? 

The  United  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  already 
indicated  its  concern  for  this  estuarine  area  by  placing  the  Saugus 
River  wetlands  on  its  priority’ list  of  wetlands.  The  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  should  also  take  protective  action  by  placing  this 
area  under  the  Wetlands  Restriction  Program  and  designating  it  an 
Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern. 

As  an  alternative  to  no  action,  recognizing  the  concern  of  citi¬ 
zens  for  protection  from  flooding,  a  more  serious  consideration 
should  be  given  to  Option  2,  floodproofing  of  structures,  as  well 
as  a  program  to  eliminate  substandard  structures  and  discourage, 
really  discourage,  further  building  in  the  flood  hazard  area. 

Thank  your  for  allowing  us  to  comment. 

Sincerely  yours, 

cc:  COE  -A 

Judith  C .  Skinner  ' 

Member,  MACC  Board  of  Directors 
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Mr.  David  Shepardson 
MEPA  Unit 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 

Re:  MEPA  #6497 

Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries, 

Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus 

Dear  Mr.  Shepardson: 


21  Lenox  Road 
Nahant.  MA  01908 
April  14,  1987 


receive 

APR  1 5  1937 
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Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  comment  upon  this  study, 
whioh  I  think  holds  the  potential  for  great  damage  to  the 
environment  of  the  North  Shore. 


Section  D  of  the  Environmental  Notification  Form  (Sooplng) 
seems  incomplete.  Impacts,  especially  Long  Term  Impaots,  upon 
vegetation  (salt  marsh  plants},  other  biological  systems  (fish, 
shellfish,  lobsters),  flood  hazard  areas  (the  flood  plain  and 
filled  tldelanda),  geologically  unstable  areas  (the  barrier 
beaoh) ,  and  community/housing  and  the  built  environment  (new 
condominiums  and  encouragement  of  additional  building)  should  be 
considered.  In  addition,  Impacts  upon  solid  waste  should  be 
studied:  not  the  creation  of  solid  waste  so  much  as  the  possible 

effects  upon  the  solid  waste  treatment  facility  (RESCO)  and  the 
old  Saugus  Dump. 

I  am  very  much  concerned  about  the  effect  of  this  project 
upon  the  Saugus  and  Revere  marshes.  As  you  know,  marshes  are 
nurseries  for  fish  and  shellfish,  and  the  economic  value  of  salt 
marshes  Is  higher  than  the  richest  of  farmland.  Damage  to  the 
Saugus-Revere  marshes  will  also  oause  damage  to  the  ecology  of 
Lynn  Harbor  and  Broad  Sound,  whloh  are  valuable  lobsterlng  and 
fishing  grounds.  The  olam  flats  of  Revere,  Lynn,  and  Nahant 
will  onoe  again  provide  excellent  shellfishing  after  the  Lynn- 
Nahant-Saugus  sewage  treatment  plant  is  built,  provided  the  clams 
are  protected  from  pollution  by  other  projeots. 

Although  there  may  be  no  endangered  species  in  the  area, 
nevertheless  the  lobsters,  fish,  and  clams  are  of  tremendous 
eoonomlo  and  ecological  value.  The  value  will  be  even  greater 
when  the  public  wakes  up  to  the  delicious  taste  of  suoh 
underutilized  speoles  as  squid,  herring,  whiting,  red  hake,  and 
aaokerel.  According  to  the  D.  S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  "Lynn 
Harbor  Massachusetts  Reconnaissance  Report  (July  1979)  Table  11, 
p.  46,  all  of  these,  plus  other  underutilized  species,  exist  in 
the  Lynn  Harbor~Broad  Sound  area.  The  same  report  on  p.  11  lists 
37  species  known  to  exist  in  the  area  as  of  1937.  I  suspect  that 
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whales  and  porpoises  may  so  longer  be  there,  but  I  optimistically 
hope  that  after  the  Boston  and  Lynn  secondary  treatment  plants 
are  finished,  we  may  again  have  these  species,  as  well  as  edible 
shellfish. 

According  to  the  Environmental  Notification  Form,  under 
Option  3  this  project  will  adversely  Impact  only  *14  acres  of 
coastal  mudflats  or  river  bottom.”  I  am  concerned  about  the 
potential  effects  upon  the  1400  acres  of  salt  water  estuaries 
behind  the  gates  and  the  many  acres  of  fishing,  lobs<ering ,  and 
shellfishing  grounds  which  are  richer  because  of  the  nutrients 
and  the  nursery  area  of  the  salt  water  estuaries. 

The  potential  effects  of  this  project  upon  the  depositlonal 
patterns  of  the  area  are  of  tremendous  concern  and  should  be 
studied  carefully.  Additional  dredging  of  the  Saugus  River  might 
be  necessary  because  of  silting  behind  the  flood  gates.  The 
effect  upon  the  marsh  ecology  could  also  be  dangerous.  The 
depositlonal  patterns  at  Point  of  Pines  must  be  worked  out  in 
advance  to  make  sure  that  this  fragile  point  of  land  with  its 
many  homes  is  not  harmed. 

Page  56  of  the  report  on  *Navigation  Improvement,*  referred 
to  above,  discusses  potential  effeots  of  building  a  breakwater 
upon  the  Saugus  River  channel,  the  tidal  migration  of  harbor 
material,  and  the  harbor  bottom  beneath  the  breakwater.  The 
point  is  made  that  *It  will  affect  the  migration  of  river 
sediments  out  into  Lynn  Harbor.”  Although  the  breakwater  is  a 
very  different  project  from  a  flood  gate,  still  I  would  like  to 
point  out  that  any  extensive  structure  will  cause  changes  in 
deposl tion. 

The  design  of  the  flood  gate  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
gate  may  hold  back  the  waters  and  slow  them  down  even  when  the 
flood  gates  are  not  closed:  environmental  engineers  who  are  not 
the  project  proponents  should  review  the  project  and  calculate 
whether  the  flood  gate  design  would  oause  problems.  No  plans  or 
pictures  of  the  flood  gate  were  given  out  at  the  public  meeting 
Tuesday,  April  7  at  the  Revere  High  School,  or  by  mall  to  the 
public:  two  slides  pertaining  to  the  structure  were  not  enough 

to  tell  anyone  much  of  anything. 

The  flushing  gates  are  of  concern  because  of  the  potential 
danger  to  fish.  The  *1300  foot  long  concrete  or  earth  dike 
structure  across  the  rivermouth*  mentioned  in  the  Environmental 
Notification  Form  oould  also  pose  a  problem  to  the  eoology  of  the 
marsh.  The  relationship  of  the  flood  gate  and  the  bridge  is  very 
unclear,  and  I  am  concerned  about  the  combined  effect  of  the  two 
structures:  the  effect  of  one  upon  the  structural  integrity  of 

the  other  and  the  effect  of  both  upon  the  ecology  of  the  area. 

Only  one  similar  lock  has  been  built,  apparently,  according 
to  oomments  made  at  the  public  meeting  by  a  representative  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  and  there  were  never  any  environmental  impact 
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statements  or  baseline  studies  to  see  what  Impact  It  had.  There 
seems,  in  other  words,  to  be  no  real  knowledge  of  what  may 
happen. 

1  am  concerned  about  the  effect  upon  the  Town  of  Nahant  of 
building  a  revetment  on  the  shores  of  Lynn  Harbor  and  Nahant  Bay. 
This  seems  a  possible  cause  of  erosion  or  change  of  depositional 
patterns  within  the  adjacent  causeway  area  and  Nahant  Beach. 
"Section  27(3)  [of  the  Massachusetts  Coastal  Wetlands^ 
Regulations]  states  that  no  project  can  have  an  adverse  effect  on 
coastal  beaches  by  Increasing  erosion,  decreasing  the  volume  or 
changing  the  form  of  a  coastal  beach.  Seawalls,  revetments,  and 
bulkheads  cannot  be  designed  to  prevent  these  adverse  effects," 
according  to  page  85  of  "A  Guide  to  the  Coastal  Wetlands 
Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Wetlands  Protection  Act  (G.L. 

131 »  s.HO)"  produced  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
Engineering  Division  of  Wetlands  and  the  Coastal  Zone  Management 
Office. 

This  entire  project  is  proposed  in  order  to  protect  a 
barrier  beach,  filled  tidelands,  and  other  places  where 
structures  never  should  have  been  built  in  the  first  place. 
Barrier  beaches  are  extremely  fragile  environments  which 
continually  change  with  storms  and  tides:  in  fact,  the  federal 
Coastal  Barrier  Resources  Act  has  prohibited  further  building 
upon  barrier  beaches  not  already  developed.  This  is  partly  to 
protect  human  life  ana  partly  to  prevent  the  great  expense  of 
having  the  federal  government  bail  out  people  on  the  barrier 
beaches ...  literally,  when  the  storms  come,  and  figuratively,  when 
the  financial  costs  of  the  storms  are  counted  up. 

Proposals  now  being  considered  by  the  federal  Department  of 
the  Interior  would  protect  57,000  additional  acres  of  beach  and 
marshland  in  Massachusetts.  Dnfortunately  the  new  areas  proposed 
for  protection  do  not  include  the  Revere  Barrier  Beach  or  the 
Saugus-Revere  marshes;  however,  the  federal  government  does  not 
need  to  fund  another  program  for  making  building  in  barrier  beach 
and  salt  marshes  more  attractive.  Building  on  the  barrier  beach, 
on  the  tidelands,  and  in  the  flood  plain  should  be  stopped,  not 
encouraged . 

The  implicit  purpose  of  this  project  appears  to  be  to  permit 
further  building  in  an  area  where  building  was  a  mistake  in  the 
first  place.  In  fact,  according  to  the  Lynn  Item,  Robert  Hunt, 
project  manager,  "predicted  that  development  would  be  hastened  in 
the  flood  plain  area  because  building  restrictions  eould  be 
loosened  a  bit."  I  agree. 

The  ENF  mentions  construction  of  "0.6  miles  of  earth  dike  at 
the  MDC  Park  behind  the  Revere  Beach  shorefront."  This  was  not 
discussed  at  the  public  meeting,  and  I  am  concerned  about  the 
protection  of  the  park,  the  aesthetic  effect  upon  the  park,  and 
the  effect  upon  the  road  between  the  park  and  the  bathhouse. 
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Concerning  the  proposal  to  enlarge  the  seawall  at  Roughan's 
Point,  Revere,  sake  It  higher,  and  add  sand  bags:  four 
condominium  buildings  of  16  stories  each  are  planned  on  a 
platform  over  the  water  at  the  end  of  Broad  Sound  Avenue.  What 
is  the  relationship  of  that  condominium  project  and  this  Flood 
Damage  Reduction  Project?  Environmentally  speaking,  the 
relationship  seems  dubious.  Under  the  Coastal  Wetlands 
Regulations,  seawalls,  bulkheads,  and  revetments  on  barrier 
beaches  are  "not  likely  to  be  acceptable"  and  on  coastal  banks 
are  "likely  to  be  conditioned,  but  only  for  the  protection  of 
structures  existing  prior  to  August  10,  1978,  or  where  the 
coastal  bank  comes  under  Sec.  30(7),  according  to  page  85  of  the 
DEQE  and  CZM  "A  Guide  to  the  Coastal  Wetlands  Regulations." 

The  state  wetlands  regulations  (310  CMR  10.00)  Sec.  30(7) 
says,  "Bulkheads,  revetments,  seawalls,  groins  or  other  coastal 
engineering  structures  may  be  permitted  on  such  a  coastal  bank 
except  when  such  bank  is  significant  to  storm  damage  prevention 
or  flood  control  because  it  supplies  sediment  to  coastal  beaches, 
coastal  dunes,  and  barrier  beaches."  Roughan's  Point,  adjacent  to 
the  Revere  Beach,  catches  sand  and  "supplies  sediment"  for  this 
barrier  beach.  Does  the  structure  proposed  by  the  project  under 
consideration  violate  Sec.  30(7)? 

A  sluicegate  is  proposed  for  Sales  Creek  in  Revere.  I  used 
to  ice  skate  on  Sales  creek  when  I  was  a  little  girl,  and  it  is 
now  being  filled  so  condominiums  can  be  built.  The  sluicegate  is 
being  built  (like  much  of  the  other  work  proposed  in  this 
project)  not  to  protect  the  local  people,  but  to  protect  condos 
not  only  not  built  before  1978,  but  not  built  at  the  present 
time . 


Whenever  I  call  asking  for  information  on  this  project  I  am 
asked,  "Where  do  you  live?"  The  implication  seems  to  be  that  if 
I  live  in  Nahant,  I  should  not  care  about  Revere;  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  comment  on  a  project  in  Nahant,  the  implication  seems 
to  be  that  I  must  be  speaking  only  in  self-interest.  It  is  a 
Catch-22  situation.  I  would  like  to  say  that  my  husband,  Carl 
Brooks,  and  I  grew  up  in  Revere  and  fo-  10  years  after  our 
marriage  lived  in  the  Beacbmont  section  of  Revere.  My  husband 
and  I  have  lived  in  Nahant  for  over  25  years. 

Our  concern  about  Revere,  about  Lynn,  about  Nahant,  about 
the  entire  coastal  zone,  grows  from  a  deep  love  of  the  ocean  and 
of  the  North  Shore.  We  are  not  in  the  real  estate  business;  we 
are  not  into  politics;  we  have  nothing  to  gain  financially  one 
way  or  the  other:  we  simply  care  about  the  environment  of  this 
area.  As  I  said  above,  we  have  ice  skated  on  Sales  Creek.  We 
have  seen  the  destruction  floods  have  done  to  Beacbmont,  and  we 
have  helped  people  escape  by  boat  from  flood-prone  coastal  areas 
entirely  unsuitable  for  human  habitation.  We  have  seen  the 
Saugus-Revere  marshes  filled  in  with  garbage.  We  have  seen  clams 
contaminated  in  areas  where  we  used  to  go  shellfishing.  We  still 
love  to  go  fishing  in  Lynn  Harbor  and  Broad  Sound,  and  we  see 
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flounder  with  fin  rot  and  liver  lesions  in  places  where  we  used 
to  be  willing  to  eat  the  fish. 

Carl  and  I  have  watched  with  our  own  eyes  the  destruction 
and  damage  of  decades  of  environmentally  unsound  practices,  but 
we  bave  not  given  up.  The  Lynn-Saugus-Nahant  sewage  treatment 
plant  will  be  built  by  1990;  there  are  plans  to  clean  up 
Boston's  sewage.  Other  sources  of  contamination  in  the  North 
Shore  can  be  cleaned' up,  such  as  the  other  sewage  outfall 
locations,  combined  sewage  overflows,  runoff  from  the  old  dumps, 
and  the  contamination  in  the  Foul  Area  off  the  shores  of 
Harblehead  and  Nahant.  The  Commonwealth  can  protect  the 
environment.  We  intend  once  again  to  eat  clams  and  flounder  from 
the  lower  North  Shore... we  hope  before  our  50th  anniversary 
celebration.  Help  us  to  make  it  possible! 

In  summary,  I  truly  believe  that  at  best  this  project 
would  be  a  waste  of  money  and  at  worst  it  could  do  severe 
environmental  damage.  I  Implore  you  to  require  a  broad  scope  in 
the  environmental  Impact  report,  covering  all  possible  effects  in 
detail,  and  to  apply  the  most  stringent  possible  environmental 
requirements  to  it.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  turn  down  the 
project  entirely  if  the  projeot  cannot  be  done  without  ecological 
damage . 


Sincerely  yours, 

Norma  Brooks 
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Cardbetta  pjqhs  Broad  Sound  condos 

jjOAlLY  EVENING  ITEM.' Lynn.  M*dd4  Friday.  August  liiB 

Preliminary  concepls  show  Lighthouse  Towers' wiif  hold  600  units 
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Cambells  Enterprise*  stilt  in- 
tends  Id  beild  wtut  Jus  been  ailed 
the  Urfell  menne  cdnsinetian 
prejcdt  us  Nee  England,  lone  Id- 
sury.  condominium  buildup  on  a 
pfatferm  beer  the  water  at  the  end 
o i  Bread  Sound  Avenue,  but  can- 
strucuon  wtli  not  stars  for  seme 
tune 

"It's  still  in  the  plamuni  sup." 
said  Joseph  Cars  be  ua.  head  oi  the 
development  company.  "It  will  be 
two  to  three  yon  boiort  wo  on 
surt  on  it" 

He  said  there  an  "many  new 
net  to  (O  throu|h." 

The  project,  dabbed  Ufhlhause 
Towers,  would  comprise  600  con¬ 


dom  imam  anils.  eccordinf  to  pre¬ 
liminary  conceptual  puns  prow 
adted  W  the  Deveiodmcnt  Cabinet. 

.  .  The  dtp  id  taamiaui(  all  the 
-mootapai  lafrasuucure  aeeds  at 
the  proioct.  inelodinf  rtsamaf .  sew- 
np.  water,  dnuaft  and  ethers. 

The  developer  bad  conducted  a 
tnlde  survey  aed  will  diaeoaa  it 
with  the  city  id  the  fulara. 

~  The  site  id  awnad  by  Cars  bet  la. 
.’  The  project  is  ae  larfe  as  the 
current  project  oe  the  Sooth  Let.  but 
evun  mart  ambitious  because  it  will 
be  built  ou  pilinfs  ever  the  wettr. 

"Yes.  it  is  a  pretty  ameitiees 
project."  said  CarabetU.  "We  re 
pretty  ambiuoos  people." 

Another  project  p  re  posed  by 
CarabetU  is  aa  additiee  io  the  Sooth 
Let  project,  the  Ocean  Avenne  do- 


.  _ .  la  la  taclndo  six 

build  tup  and  UP  condominium  . 
units  when  complete. 

A  seventh  bnildUf  if  proposed. 

IS  stones  tail  and  how  inf  ft  eon-  • 
dominion!  units.  The  first  Ihrot  or 
lour  floors  would  house  164  part  inf 
spaces.  i.TOO  squars  loot  o(  com- 
norcui  space  and  a  uoo-iauare- 


“Tho  whole  thinf  has  beta 
Mown  oat  o t  proportion."  he  said. 
"Wa  re  baetdf  traubla  with  wuau 


The  proposed'  tile,  at  the  in¬ 
tersection  hi  Ocean  Avene*  and 
Beach  Street,  has  bees  purchased 
by  die  developer.  It  corrtnlly  is  the 
sue  ot  the  Biases  Beat.  * 

CarabetU,  mccnwbllo,  con¬ 
firmed  ihabditfTuntltd  untoe  mem¬ 
bers  ora  behind  what  he  said  an 
taise  reports  at  structural  problems  . 
at  Sea  view  Tbwors. 


CarabetU  Bid  ha  run*  ad  open 
shop,  meaatnf  nurhoti  can  choose 
whether  tn  beienf  tn  e  omen.  The 
men  wanu  hint  to  inautou  a  doped 
shop,  which  woe  id  require  worsen 
la  become  union  mem  ben.  ho  aid. 

The  company,  baaed  in  Mended. 
.Cana.,  has  had  Itl current  policy  for 
X  fart,  it  said,  and  it  it  nos  about 
Inchaafd  now. 

Contrary  (a  earlier  reports,  ho 
aid.  lha  strocturo  of  the  Scivttw 
Tawtn  baiidief  id  "parftctly 


Company  enftneers  an  wurtinf 
ae  problem,  bo 
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APPENDIX  A 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  AFFAIRS 


ENVIRONMENTAL  NOTIFICATION  FORM 


RECEIVED 
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!.r»  w  rut  rrersey  v 
kA/iapcjuxTAt  i/ruts 


A.  hum  Idewnbewni 


Severe  leech  trosloe 


X. 


■kaami  ’raitsi.. 


■inwwii.sj  Cea ■»*«*»— 


a  S aaatt  k.  tea 


MA 


ft.  Nw  Omn>wwi  (CW/TotmoL. 


£OEA 

TOWN 

[Eft 

lV 


ft 


S£L 


1727 -S*30) 


2.  Cm.  Cbwhwh  Oa««t 


TH«  Project  provides  far  tha  raising  an4  widening  of  about  15.000  faac  af 
ft*v«ra  Uteh  b y  tba  pUCMMt  af  iinifUl  ca  a  (mtril  back  shore  eieveclen  af 
U  feet  above  aaaa  lew  water.  ‘Hie  project  catenas  fro*  Cllat  Circle  a*  me 
•out ft  to  Its  northern  Unit  at  Xortftem  Circle  (see  attached  Mp).  The  project 
was  designed  ca  provide  protection  ta  existing  seawalls  fro*  wave  attack.  reduce 
backshore  flooding  dua  to  wave  overtopping  and  prevldc  additional  recreational 
keaeft  srea  far  use  by  the  general  populace.  It  la  estinated  that  about  100.000 
cub&e  yards  af  saadflll  will  ba  naeded  ee  construct  tha  prpject.  It  Is  anticipated 
that  the  sandiflll  will  case  free  a  land  baaed  source  (the  abandoned  I-t$  f 
located  io  tha  City  af  Kevara. )  a 

*  Project  jatatly  funded  by  Metropolitan  District  Coroi Eaton  and  Carps  af 
Ingiaaers.  Canacructten  under  anaageaent  ef  Corps  of  Engineers. 
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n  y— -|  -rr  ne.vww.iinn  BtstTlet  Camalailfln 
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Bridfe  at  Paint  o t  Plnan.  built  1906 
aa  a  Orta  rout*  from  At  Back 
It  At  tforA  Short.  1200  fttt  lawf, 
burned  in  1911.  Rebuilt  tn  13  days 
ot  d  Umforory  arueturt, 
it  lotltd  for  li  ytarx. 


GoaoruJ  Ed  words  Brfdft.  Foint  tf 
Fintt.  Construction  ttarltd  in  1932. 

Com  fluid  1933.  Rtftacod 
"temporary  ’  W|i  b*Ht  in  1921. 
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Roughan's  Point  has  a  colorful  history.  In 
1881  at  the  tip  of  tha  point  tha  Boston  Fiat 
and  Steamboat  Company  built  tha  Graat 
Ocean  Pier.  Later  tha  point  became  a  popular 
summer  colony.  As  most  of  tha  summer 
residents  came  from  Charlestown  it  was 


dubbed  "Little  Charlestown.”  Because  it  was 
practically  at  sea  level,  flooding  was  an  almost 
annual  occurrence  and  people  often  had  to  be 
taken  from  their  homes  by  boat.  A  sea  wall 
has  since  been  built  and  the  “Point”  is  now  a 
year  round  community. 


The  Fury  of  the  Sea,  aftermath  of  a  storm  at  Kouthan's  Point  shoving  destruction  of  cottages.  Photo  takes  a beta  1920. 
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Conservation  Law  Foundation  of  New  England,  Inc. 


3  Joy  Street 

Boston  Massachusetts 

02108-1497 

(617)  742-2540 

BX  hand 


April  is.  DECEIVED 

APR  1 5  1967 


Janes  S.  Hoyte,  Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

20th  Floor 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 


OFFICE  OF  THE  SECF.E  ■  OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL  AFFAIRS 


Attention:  MEPA  Unit 


RE:  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study,  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries, 
Lvnn . _Malden .  Revere,  and  Saucrus  —  EOEA  #6497 _ 

Dear  Secretary  Hoyte: 

The  Conservation  Law  Foundation  of  New  England,  Inc.  (CLF) 
has  the  following  comments  on  the  Environmental  Notification  Form 
(ENF)  for  the  above-referenced  project. 

Project  Benefits 

1.  The  ENF  at  1-2  states  that  the  two  structural  options 
presented  would  yield  average  annual  net  benefits  totalling 
between  $2.5  million  and  $3.6  million  per  year.  These  benefits 
are  based  on  projects  that  would  provide  protection  from  tide 
levels  one  foot  higher  than  those  that  occurred  in  the  1978 
storm.  It  is  critical  that  the  calculations  that  yield  these 
benefit  estimates  be  presented  jjQ  detail  in  the  draft  EIR.  These 
estimates  should  represent  the  additional  benefits  afforded  by 
the  proposed  action  beyond  existing  conditions.  It  is  equally 
important  that  the  bases  for  the  damage  estimates  of  $124 
million,  $300  million,  and  $800  million  for  floods  equal  to,  one 
foot  higher  than,  and  two  feet  higher  than  the  1978  flood, 
respectively,  be  discussed  in  the  draft  EIR.  How  do  these 
estimates  relate  to  the  benefit  estimates  calculated  for  each 
option? 

2.  As  part  of  its  detailed  presentation  of  benefits,  the  draft 
EIR  should  examine  costs  and  benefits  by  geographical  area,  and 
not  simply  lump  all  parts  of  the  study  area  together. 

3.  The  draft  EIR  should  also  examine  the  historic  pattern  of 
tidal  flood  damage  in  the  study  area,  and  explain  the  reasons  for 
choosing  a  flood  one  foot  higher  than  the  1978  flood  as  the 
design  event.  According  to  the  figures  included  with  the  ENF, 


this  event  can  be  expected  to  recur  once  every  500  years.  Is 
this  the  "standard*'  level  of  protection  provided  by  Corps  flood 
control  projects?  If  not,  how  does  it  compare  with  the  level  of 
protection  afforded  by  other  projects?  The  draft  EIR  should 
consider  other  levels  of  protection,  e.g.,  protection  from  a 
recurring  1978  flood,  or  even  lower  levels.  What  is  the  current 
level  of  protection? 

4.  The  ENF  at  2  gives  unacceptably  brief  consideration  to 
nonstructural  flood  damage  control  plans,  and  implies  that 
similarly  inadequate  consideration  will  be  given^to  such  plans  in 
the  draft  EIR.  The  draft  EIR  should  correct  this  error,  and 
present  estimates  of  costs  and  benefits  for  nonstructural 
alternatives.  The  draft  EIR  must  go  beyond  an  assumption  that 
nonstructural  plans  will  not  work  to  examine  the  results  of  a 
well -implemented  plan.  The  principles  that  gave  rise  to 
nonstructural  measures  such  as  the  highly  successful  Charles 
River  Basin  nonstructural  flood  control  program  should  be  applied 
in  this  area  as  well.  In  addition,  in  comparing  alternatives  it 
should  put  all  options  on  an  equal  footing;  the  ENF  at  1-2 
presents  structural  options  that  seek  to  provide  protection  from 
a  flood  one  foot  higher  than  the  1978  flood,  and  a  nonstructural 
option  that  seeks  to  provide  protection  from  floods  up  to  the 
1978  flood. 

Project  Impacts 

5.  The  draft  EIR  should  discuss  fully  the  issues  raised  by  the 
proposed  project  with  respect  to  G.L.  c.  91  (tidelands 
licensing),  G.L.  c.  131  s.  40  (wetlands),  and  the  Massachusetts 
coastal  zone  management  program.  Among  the  most  important 
impacts  that  must  be  addressed  are  wetlands  destruction,  wildlife 
and  shellfish  resources,  aesthetic  impacts,  access,  r.nd  the 
encouragement  of  further  growth  in  the  study  area.  £xperience  in 
other  coastal  communities  with  flood  control  projects  should  be 
discussed  with  respect  to  encouragement  of  further  growth. 

6.  The  indirect  wetland  impacts  of  Option  3  should  be  examined  in 
detail.  The  "initial  finding"  (ENF  at  5)  that  water  level  and 
water  quality  changes  resulting  from  flood  gate  closure  will  have 
"negligible  impact"  should  be  closely  scrutinized,  and  not 
treated  as  an  assumption  in  the  draft  EIR. 

Altgrafltiyss 

7.  As  stated  in  comment  #4  above,  the  ENF  pays  scant  attention  to 
nonstructural  alternatives  to  Options  1  and  3.  Such  alternatives 
must  receive  much  greater  consideration  in  the  draft  EIR.  The 
draft  EIR  should  spell  out  the  possible  elements  of  a  successful 
nonstructural  control  plan,  and  not  simply  discount  the  concept 
as  impractical.  What  would  floodproofing  in  the  study  area  cost? 
What  are  the  legal  mechanisms  available  or  to  be  developed  which 
will  ensure  that  property  owners,  who  will  receive  the  benefits 
of  flood  protection,  bear  a  proper  part  of  the  cost?  Would 
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zoning  and/or  bylaw  changes  that  strongly  encourage  or  require 
floodproofing  when  any  municipal  permit  is  obtained  increase  the 
effectiveness  of  a  nonstructural  plan?  Are  there  mixes  of 
structural  and  nonstructural  measures  that  could  be  developed 
using  the  area-by-area  information  referred  to  in  comment  #2 
above  and  minimize  or  eliminate  resource  impacts?  Are  selected 
takings  feasible?  To  what  extent  could  G.L.  c.  131  s.  105 
restrictions  be  adopted  or  expanded  in  each  area  under 
consideration? 

8.  The  proponent  should  recommend  steps  that  the^communities  in 
the  study  area  should  take  to  prevent  further  construction  in 
flood-prone  areas  and  avoid  the  need  for  expensive  flood  control 
projects  in  the  first  place.  The  experience  of  other  coastal 
communities  should  be  discussed  in  this  connection.  For  example, 
how  do  costs  in  communities  with  highly  developed  flood-prone 
areas  compare  with  costs  in  communities  with  minimal  development 
in  the  flood  zone? 

9.  We  urge  you  and  the  proponent  to  examine  the  history  of  the 
Sales  Creek  Flood  Control  project  in  Revere  (EOEA  #1346)  for 
guidance  in  assessing  nonstructural  alternatives  to  costly  flood 
control  projects.  Close  scrutiny  of  the  benefits  and  impacts  of 
that  projects  resulted  in  a  savings  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
nearly  $4  million.  Scrutiny  at  least  as  detailed  and  rigorous  as 
that  which  was  applied  to  the  Sales  Creek  project  should  be  given 
to  the  proposed  Corps  project. 


Sincerely, 


Paul  Hauge 
Staff  Scientist 


Sally/ Newbury  / — ' 
Legal  Services  Attorney 


PH/SN/ph 

cc:  Robert  G.  Hunt,  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
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April  16,  198? 


Mr.  Robert  Hunt,  Program  Manager 

New  England  Division,  Corps  of  Engineers 

424  Trapelo  Rd. 

Waltham,  KA  02254 

Pe«  ENF  Saugus  River 

Flood  Reduction  Study 
MEOEA  *6497 


Dear  Mr.  Hunt: 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  my  comments  on  the  Saugus 
River  Flood  Reduction  Study  which  have  been  presented  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation  Commis¬ 
sions  . 

MACC  would  not  be  in  favor  of  creating  a  Special  Interest 
Committee  for  input  and  review  of  this  project.  One  of  the 
goals  of  public  participation  is  to  bring  about  an  interchange 
of  ideas,  and  better  understanding  between  groups  with  diverse 
interests,  including  governmental  agencies.  Segregating  what 
you  call  "special  interests"  would  be  counter  to  these  goals. 

Since  MACC's  concerns  are  with  the  protection  of  the  wet¬ 
lands,  associated  resources  and  "interests"  (as  defined  in  the 
Massachusetts  Wetland  Protection  Act),  we  would  prefer  represen¬ 
tation  on  the  Technical  Committee,  if  possible. 

Sincerely  yours, 

g  0  C  S  MVwvS.^ 

Judith  C.  Skinner 
Member,  Board  of  Directors 

cc:  Mr.  Shepardson,  MEPA 
Enc . 
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SWIM:  Nahant  Citizens  Committee 
Seeking  Water  Improvement  Measures 


33  Sumner  Street 
Nahant,  MA  01908 
April  15,  1987 

Mr.  David  Shepardson  .  _ 

MEPA  Onit  P)  F  P  f  I  \/  P 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  ^  *'  -  “  1 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02202  »*.V  t*i  \  ■  •vi,w 

Re:  MEPA  #6497 

Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study 
Saugus  River  and  Tributaries 
Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus 

Dear  Mr.  Shepardson: 

The  Saugus- Revere  marshes  serve  as  a  nursery  and  source  of  nutrients  for 
the  valuable  fish  and  shellfish  industry  in  Nahant.  After  the  sewage  of  the 
North  Shore  and  Boston  is  adequately  treated,  SWIM  expects  that  the  shellfish 
will  again  be  edible  and  the  fish  will  no  longer  have  liver  lesions  and  fin 
rot,  provided  additional  pollution  can  be  avoided.  What  will  the  effects  be  of 
the  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Project  upon  the  ecology  of  the  salt  marshes,  Lynn 
Harbor,  and  Broad  Sound? 

We  note  that  the  project  may  include  revetments  and/or  walls  along  the 
shore  of  Lynn  Harbor  and  Nahant  Bay  adjacent  to  the  Town  of  Nahant.  SWIM  is 
concerned  about  possible  changes  which  might  cause  the  eroding  or  depositing  of 
sand  on  our  causeway  or  Nahant  Beach.  Will  there  be  any  adverse  effects? 

t. 

This  proposal  would  encourage  building  on  a  barrier  beach,  on  tidelands, 
and  in  the  flood  plain.  What  will  be  the  effects  of  this  additional 
construction  upon  the  ecology  of  these  areas  and  upon  the  sewage  treatment 
plants  now  being  planned  for  Boston  and  the  North  Shore? 

At  SWIM's  meeting  on  April  7,  1987,  we  agreed  unanimously  to  write  a 
letter  to  you  voicing  our  oonoern  for  the  environmental  effeots  of  this  Flood 
Damage  Reduction  Study.  Please  consider  very  carefully  the  more  detailed 
letter  sent  to  you  by  SWIM  member  Norma  Brooks,  an  experienced  environmentalist 
who  has  lived  on  the  North  Shore  all  her  life.  Her  perspective  is  Invaluable. 

In  particular,  I  would  like  to  second  her  request  that  the  scope  of  the  study 
lnolude  long  term  effects  on  vegetation,  other  biological  systems,  flood  hazard 
areas,  geologically  unstable  areas,  solid  waste,  and  ooomunity/houslng  and  the 
built  environment. 


off’CE :?  7 hi 
EI.ilXCf.ME.MAl  AFFn..\ 


Sincerely  yours, 


(581-0075) 
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Polly  Bradley,  Secretary 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NCW  ENGLAND  OMSK)*  COUPS  Of  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

May  14,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Inpact  Analysis  Branch 


Dear  Sir  or  Kadaa: 

You  arc  invited  to  attand  tha  Maw  England  Division,  Corps  of 
Inginaars'  Environaantal  Zapact  Stataaant  (IIS)  Scoping  Meeting  on 
tha  Sauous  River  and  Tributaries.  Flood  Daaaoe  Reduction  Study  - 
Lynn.  Malden,  lavara  and  Sauaus.  Massachusetts.  This  seating, 
pertinent  to  requireaents  of  tha  Rational  Environaantal  Policy  Act 
(NEPA),  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  May  27  froa  3:00  to  5:00  P.M.  at 
Saugus  High  School,  Saugus,  MA. 

Attached  please  find  a  aap  to  Saugus  High  School  and  a  proposed 
Draft  EIS  outline  for  your  use.  Discussions  at  tha  seating  will 
follow  this  outline. 

Tha  May  27th  seating  is  tha  second  of  a  series  of  two  scoping 
Beatings.  The  first,  held  on  April  7  in  Revere,  addressed  the 
requireaents  of  the  Massachusetts  Environaantal  Policy  Act  (MEPA) 
process  for  a  Draft  Environaantal  Zapact  Report  (EIR)  on  the  Study. 
After  the  May  27th  aeeting,  we  will  he  coahining  inputs  froa  the  two 
scoping  processes  to  develop  the  Table  of  Contents  for  a  joint  Draft 
EZR/EIS  that  addresses  both  MEPA  and  REPA  requireaents,  respectively. 

Consents  pertinent  to  the  EZS,  concerning  potential  environaantal 
iapacts,  if  not  already  provided  under  the  MEPA  process,  will  be 
appreciated  whether  or  not  you  attend  the  scoping  aeeting.  They 
should  be  sent  to  ae,  to  arrive  no  later  than  June  15,  1987. 

The  Corps  appreciates  your  interest  in  this  study.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ae  at  (617)  647-8508.  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the  Environaantal  Manager  (647-8518)  and  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  (647-8216)  can  both  be  contacted 
for  additional  information. 


J-ll 


21  Lenox  Road 
Mahant,  MA  01908 
June  11,  1987 


Mr.  Joseph  L.  Ignacio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 
Mew  England  DlTlsion 
U.  S.  Aray  Corps  of  Engineers 
A2A  Trapelo  Road 
Malthas,  MA  0225A-91A9 

Dear  Colonel  Rhen: 

As  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  Morth  Shore  who  oares  a  great 
deal  about  Revere,  Lynn,  Mahant,  and  the  Revere-Saugus  marshes,  Z 
would  like  to  ooaaent  on  the  sooplng  of  the  HEPA  study  of  the 
Flood  Daaage  Reduotion  Study  for  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries. 

The  enclosed  letter  to  MEPA  outlines  soae  of  ay  aajor 
concerns.  Please  consider  it  as  integral  part  of  ay  testiaony  to 
MEPA  as  well. 

In  addition,  I  would  like  to  elaborate  on  the  following 
points: 

ULft  filling  AX  -Sale a  JLZJLtJt  for  condominiums 

The  sluloegstes  proposed  for  Sales  Creek  in  Revere 
will  oause  the  water  that  drains  down  froa  Shirley 
Avenue  and  froa  the  hills  in  that  area  to  baok  up  into 
the  ditch  running  along  the  side  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Transit  Authority  (MBTA)  tracks.  That  in  turn  will 
flood  all  lowlylng  homes  froa  Shirley  Avenue  to  the 
sluolgate,  including  Garfield  School  and  the  area  near 
Cerretanl's  Supermarket. 

The  MpC  nark 

The  Metropolitan  Dlstriot  Commission  (MDC)  has  a 
plan  to  iaprove  the  park  froa  Beach  Street  to  Revere 
Street,  elevating  the  park  so  it  will  slope  towards  the 
beach  --  whiob  is  fine  as  long  as  we  don't  have  a 
burrloane  or  severe  stora.  Then  nothing  will  hold  baok 
the  ocean.  The  waves  will  slaply  splash  up  and  over 
the  slope.  Instead  of  preventing  overtopping,  this 
sloping  seawall  nay  slaply  provide  a  raap  for  the  waves 
to  ooae  pouring  over. 

I  aa  very  auoh  oonoerned  about  the  ellalnation  of 
the  aooess  road  oonneoting  Revere  Beach  Blouevard  to 
Ooean  Avenue.  The  plan  oalls  for  cutting  off  and 
filling  in  that  road  so  it  would  not  be  the  proverbial 
hole  in  the  dike.  All  the  condoalnluas  in  the  area  are 
built  up  high  and  need  no  protection,  but  people  need 


J-12 


the  access  road  for  emergency  situations  such  as  fire 
or  someone  nearly  drowning  or  haring  a  heart  attack  on 
the  beach.  Then  it  is  urgent  to  hare  help  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  a  quick  exit  froa  the  bunper-to-bunper 
traffic  along  Harare  Beach  Boulerard  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

(The  MDC  has  now  taken  a  perfectly  noraal  traffic 
pattern  and  disrupted  it  at  Cary  Circle,  aaking  it 
saaller  and  putting  gates  aoross  it  at  night.  There 
are  a  great  aany  people,  who  are  not  young  with  loud 
radios  or  looking  for  other  young  people,  who 
appreciate  the  beautiful  ooean  rlew  and  enjoy  riding 
along  the  beach  and  turning  at  Cary  Cirole,  which  is 
what  is  was  designed  for.  The  MDC  is  now  enoouraglng 
ereryone  to  make  illegal  turns  and  go  through  Point  of 
Pines,  disrupting  that  lorely  seaside  community.) 

XiL £  Sauaus  Hirer 

The  Corps  of  Engineers  is  haring  public  hearings  on  the 
effects  of  the  tldegates  on  the  aouth  of  the  Saugus 
Rlrer,  yet  you  are  allowing  filling  of  a  portion  of  the 
rlrer  for  oondoalnluas  in  the  rlclnlty  of  Captain 
Fowler's  aarina.  Vhat  are  the  effects  upon  and  the 
aarsh  and  Point  of  Pines?  Where  are  the  atudies  and 
licenses  for  that  proteot?  Shouldn't  the  protection  of 
this  wetland  cose  under  Chapter  40k?  Shouldn't  there 
be  Enrlronaental  lapaot  studies  under  the  Corps  of 
Engineers,  plus  additional  studies  under  the  state's 
Chapter  91  reqhlreaenta? 


I-qq  Sand 


The  Corps  of  Engineer  spokesman  said  that  the  1-95 
sand  that  has  been  deposited  on  Short  Beaoh  in 
Beaohaont  "bleached  out”  and  is  "better"  than  the 
beautiful  white  sand  on  that  beaoh,  because  it  "isn't 
as  fine  and  doesn't  blow  in  your  eyes.”  That  is 
absolutely  ridloulous! 

Consider  the  effeot  of  coarse  sand  upon  the 
shellfish.  For  generations  is  was  traditional  for 
people  to  go  damning  in  the  wonderful  bed  of  soft- 
shell  clams  along  that  beaoh.  Tour  incompatible  sand 
is  probably  ruining  for  all  generations  the  revival  of 
that  wonderful  pastime  of  taking  a  pall  and  shovel  and 
a  little  knowledge,  and  going  down  as  a  family  and 
digging  your  supper.  Everyone  would  have  their  own 
little  bucket  and  when  -bay  cane  home  they'd  have  clam 
chowder  or  steamed  clams.  With  the  cleanup  of  the 
water  under  the  Clean  Water  lot,  we  bad  hoped  that  old 
oustom  would  be  revived  --  but  not  if  you  smother  the 
dams. 
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Sand  and  aeawalla 


Building  a  seawall  causes  the  sand  to  dlalnlsh  bf 
Increasing  the  force  of  the  waves.  Vhat  is  going  to 
happen  to  the  sand  on  the  beach?  Vlll  It  have  to 
continually  be  replaced  at  great  expense  to  the 
taxpayer?  Vlll  it  slaply  disappear,  as  it  has  in  many 
areas  in  Florida  and  New  Jersey  whloh  have  been  built 
up... causing  the  condos  to  have  no  beach  for 
recreation,  and  in  addition  oauslng  each  atora  to  be 
aore  and  aore  dangerous  to  residents  of  the  barrier 
beach? 

Other  Resources 

The  asps  do  not  show  all  the  natural  resources  of 
the  area.  The  shellfish  and  fisheries  resources  of 
Lynn  Harbor  and  Broad  Sound,  for  exaaple,  are  not 
shown,  in  spite  of  the  ecological  relationship  of 
these  resources  and  the  Saugus  aarshes  resources. 
Moreover,  Nahant  la  slaply  taken  off  soae  of  the  aaps. 
Please  restore  Nahant  to  the  aaps,  and  consider  the 
effect  of  the  prograa  upon  this  lovely  town,  which  is 
on  the  shores  of  Lynn  Harbor  and  Broad  Sound. 

Please  study  all  these  natters,  and  the  coaaents  in  ay 
letter  to  MEPA,  In  the  scope  of  your  NEPA  study. 

Sinoerely  yours, 

Noras  Brooks 
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SWIM:  Nahant  Citizens  Committee 
Seeking  Water  Improvement  Measures 


33  Summer  Street 
Nahant,  MA  01908 
June  11 ,  1987 


Mr.  Joseph  L.  Ignazio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 
New  England  Division 
D.  S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Dear  Mr.  Ignazio: 

SWIM,  the  Nahant  Citizens  Committee  Seeking  Water  Improvement  Measures  is 
very  much  concerned  about  the  protection  of  the  Saugus- Revere  marshes,  which 
are  the  nursery  for  many  marine  species  important  to  the  commercial  and 
recreational  fishing  vital  to  the  Town  of  Nahant.  The  proposed  Flood  Damage 
Reduction  project  for  the  Saugus  River  and  tributaries  could  lead,  directly  or 
Indirectly,  to  damage  to  the  marshes,  and  we  urge  that  you  consider  these 
potential  damages  in  the  scope  of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  study. 

As  an  integral  part  of  the  study,  protection  of  the  marshes  must  be 
considered.  There  are  developers  ready  to  built  immediately,  once  the  marshes 
are  no  longer  subject  to  flooding,  and  therefore  strong  -  powerful  and 
effective  -  protection  of  the  marshes  must  be  built  into  the  project  itself. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  SWIM's  letter  to  the  Massachusetts  Environmental 
Protection  Act  Unit;  please  consider  our  MEPA  letter  as  a  part  of  our  NEPA 
testimony  as  well. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Polly  Bradley,  President 
SWIM 
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ATTf  MTIOM  OF 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

July  14,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Manageaent  Branch 


Ms.  Polly  Bradley 
President 

S.W.I.M.:  Nahant  Citizens  Coaaittee 
Seeking  Water  Iaproveaent  Measures 
Mahant,  Massachusetts  01908 

Dear  Ms.  Bradley: 

I  appreciate  your  interest  to  work  with  us  on  the  Technical  Group 
for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Daaaae  Reduction  Study  . 
as  expressed  to  Mr.  Hunt  of  ay  staff  on  May  26. 

Your  participation  during  recent  scoping  aeetings  to  discuss  the 
study  and  your  letters  of  April  15  and  June  11  describing  potential 
iapacts  froa  plans  to  protect  the  region  froa  coastal  flooding  are 
also  appreciated.  Your  assistance  with  the  Technical  Group  will  help 
us  identify  and  resolve  issues  and  assist  in  the  guidance  of  the 
study. 

The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder,  enclosed  presents  the 
initial  concerns  and  stateaents  of  aany  people  already  responding  on 
the  options  being  considered.  Also  provided  is  a  "Project 
Inforaation  "  binder,  which  describes  probleas  and  options  of  the 
investigation.  Both  are  working  docuaents  to  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues 
facing  us  and  will  help  during  technical  discussions. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ae  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  at  (617) 
647-8216. 


Knclosures 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAO 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

July  14,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Manageaent  Branch 


Hr.  Richard  K.  Quataaan 
Director 

MR.  Audubon  Society  - 
Resources  for  the  North  Shore 
159  Main  Street 

Gloucester,  Massachusetts  01930 
Dear  Mr.  Quateaan: 

I  appreciate  your  interest  to  work  with  us  on  the  Technical  Group 
for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Danace  Reduction  Study  . 
as  requested  in  your  April  10,  1987  letter  to  Secretary  Hoyte. 

Tour  participation  during  aeetings  to  discuss  the  study  and 
potential  inpacts  from  plans  to  protect  the  region  fron  coastal 
flooding  is  also  appreciated.  Your  assistance  with  the  Technical 
Group  will  help  us  identify  and  resolve  issues  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 

The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder,  enclosed  presents  the 
initial  concerns  and  stateaents  of  aany  people  already  responding  on 
the  options  being  considered.  Also  provided  is  a  "Project 
Inforaation  "  binder,  which  describes  probleas  and  options  of  the 
investigation.  Both  are  working  docuaents  to  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues 
facing  us  and  will  help  during  technical  discussions. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  ae  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  at  (617) 
647-8216. 


Bnclosures 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

^iy  u,  1987 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Ms.  Judith  C.  Skinner 

Member,  Board  of  Directors 

HA.  Assoc,  of  Conservation  Commissions,  Inc. 

Lincoln  Filene  Center 

Tufts  University 

Medford,  Massachusetts  02155 

Dear  Ms.  Skinner: 

I  appreciate  your  interest  to  work  with  us  on  the  Technical  Group 
for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study  . 
as  requested  in  your  April  16,  1987  letter  to  Mr.  Bunt. 

Tour  participation  during  meetings  to  discuss  the  study  and 
potential  impacts  from  plans  to  protect  the  region  from  coastal 
flooding  is  also  appreciated.  Tour  assistance  with  the  Technical 
Group  mill  help  us  identify  and  resolve  issues  and  assist  in  the 
guidance  of  the  study. 

The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder,  enclosed  presents  the 
initial  concerns  and  statements  of  many  people  already  responding  on 
the  options  being  considered.  Also  provided  is  a  "Project 
Information  "  binder,  which  describes  problems  and  options  of  the 
investigation.  Both  are  working  documents  to  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues 
facing  us  and  will  help  during  technical  discussions. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617) 
647-8508  or  Mr.  Robert  G.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  at  (617) 
647-8216. 


Snclosures 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


October  19,  1987 


Public  Affairs  Office 


Dear  Sir/Madaa: 

As  part  of  the  continuing  effort  to  acquaint  members  of  the  Citizens 
Steering  Coaaittee,  the  Technical  Group,  legislators  and  local  news  media 
on  infornation  of  interest  relative  to  the  New  England  Division's  Flood 
Daaage  Reduction  Study  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  the  Division 
will  sponsor  a  field  trip  to  two  hurricane  protection  projects  constructed 
by  the  Corps. 

These  structures,  located  in  Providence,  R.I.,  and  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
incorporate  different  types  of  barriers  and  navigation  gates  to  provide 
flood  daaage  reduction  benefits  to  the  coaaunities  they  serve.  Since 
siailar  features  are  aaong  those  being  considered  for  the  Saugus  River  and 
Tributaries  project,  you  aay  be  interested  in  viewing  then  first  hand. 

The  trip  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  Movenber  10,  1987.  Transportation 
will  be  provided  and  arrangeaents  for  a  no  host  lunch  have  been  aade.  A 
bus  will  pick  up  passengers  both  in  Revere  and  in  Boston.  In  Revere, 
passengers  should  Beet  in  front  of  Friendly's  Restaurant  at  the  Northgate 
Shopping  Center  at  8:00  A.M.  In  Boston,  pickup  will  be  in  front  of  the 
Saltonstall  Building  at  100  Caabridge  Street  at  8:30  A.M.  A  preliainary 
itinerary  is  enclosed  for  your  inforaation. 

To  assist  in  planning,  please  return  the  enclosed,  postage  paid  card  by 
October  30,  1987,  indicating  if  you  will  attend,  where  you  wish  to  board 
the  bus,  and  your  aenu  choice  for  lunch  at  Davey's  Locker  in  New  Bedford. 

I  know  that  you  will  find  the  trip  both  enjoyable  and  inforaative  and 
hope  that  your  busy  schedule  will  perait  you  to  join  us  on  Novenber  10th. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Project  Manager  Bob  Hunt 
(617-647-8216) ,  Environmental  Manager  Joe  Horowitz  (617-647-8518)  or  Sue 
Douglas  of  our  Public  Affairs  Office  (617-647-8264) . 

Sincerely, 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Division  Engineer 


Enclosures 

1.  Reservation  Card 

2.  Itinerary 

3.  Hurricane  Protection  Fact  Sheet 
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Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLANO  DIVISION,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02254*9149 

OCT  a  0  1987 


SUBJECT:  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study, 
Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus,  MA 


Dear  Study  Participant: 

I  hope  you  had  an  enjoyable  summer.  In  addition  to  the  November  10 
field  trip  to  the  hurricane  barriers,  which  I  hope  you  can  attend,  we  will 
be  scheduling  coordination  meetings  soon.  A  number  of  important  topics 
need  to  be  discussed  this  year  in  order  to  complete  a  draft  Feasibility 
Report  and  Environmental  Impact  Report  and  Statement  for  a  tentatively 
reooimnended  project. 

Over  the  summer,  extensive  information  gathering  took  place, 
especially  in  the  areas  of  hydrology  and  environmental  resources.  This 
information  should  help  us  resolve  many  questions  regarding  the  Regional 
Saugus  River  Floodgate  Plan  and  its  effects  on  estuary  development,  water 
quality,  fisheries,  currents,  navigation  and  flood  damages.  We  will  also 
be  concerning  ourselves  with  sea  level  rise. 

Enclosed  is  correspondence  received  or  sent  by  the  corps  between  April 
6,  1987  and  October  26,  1987  for  the  project.  Please  include  the  pages  in 
the  Correspondence  Binder's  appropriate  section.  Each  page  number  is 
preceeded  by  the  tab  or  section  designation  (A  to  J)  and  should  be  placed 
in  numerical  order  at  the  end  of  the  section.  The  new  Table  of  Contents, 
also  enclosed,  should  be  substituted  for  the  old,  in  the  front  of  the 
binder. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  assistance  on  this  study.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508,  Mr.  Robert  G. 
Hunt,  the  project  manager  at  647-8216  or  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Horowitz,  the 
environmental  manager,  at  647-8518. 


Enclosures 
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SAUGUS  RIVER  &  TRIBUTARIES  FLOOD  DAMAGE  REDUCTION  STUDY 
TRIP  TO  PROVIDENCE,  RI ,  AND  NEW  BEDFORD,  MA,  HURRICANE  BARRIERS 

November  10,  1987 


Benoit,  Jeff 
Boyle ,  Doug 
Bradley,  Polly 
Brooks ,  Norma 
Burns,  Ellen 
Cacciola,  Paul 
Cameraman 

Castagnetti,  David 
Chase ,  Brad 
Cooke,  Donald  O. 
Courtney,  Far a 
Cyros,  Anne  M. 
Delehanty ,  Joyce 
DiPietro,  Paul  J. 
Douglas,  Susan  I. 
Favale,  Michael  V. 
Finegan ,  Joseph 
Gavin,  Kenneth 
Gildesgame,  Mike 
Haas,  Ellen 
Hax,  Katherine 
Haydin ,  Mike 
Higgott,  Henry  A. 
Horowitz,  Joseph 
Hunt ,  Bob 
Hurley,  Elaine 
Keddie,  Robert  W. 
LaQuaglia,  R.  A. 
Lavoie,  Robert 
Law,  Jim 
Lesser,  Bill 
Mahoney,  John  F. 
Marino ,  John 
McDevitt,  Jim 
Miller,  Gail 
Moore ,  John 
O'Connell,  Jim 
O'Malley,  Kevin 
Oliver,  Larry 
Pronovoat,  Paul 
Reiner ,  Ed 
Rowse,  Lesley 
Roy,  Dennis  R. 
Schaefer,  Petra 
Scheirer,  Bob 
Shepardson ,  David 
Shinnick,  Jim 
Signore,  Richard  R. 
Simpson,  John 
Skinner,  Judith  C. 
Terzian,  Carney 
Thurlow,  Alfred  L. 
Williams,  Linda 
Wood ,  Donald 


Mass.  Coastal  Zone  Management 

Saugus  Advertiser 

SWIM,  Nahant  Citizens  Committee 

SWIM,  Nahant  Citizens  Committee 

Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the  Environment 

Revere  Engineering  Dept. 

Colonial  Cable,  Revere 

Revere  Planning 

Mass.  Marine  Fisheries 

US  Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Mass.  Coastal  Zone  Management 

Saugus  Conservation  Commission 

Lynn  Item 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 

NED,  Public  Affairs  Office 

Saugus  Civil  Defense 

NED,  Chief,  Reservoir  Control  Center 

Point  of  Pines  Yacht  Club 

Mass.  Water  Resources  Division 

Revere  Beach  Citizens  Committee 

Saugus  Planning 

US  Coast  Guard 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 
NED,  Project  Environmental  Manager 
NED,  Project  Manager 
Pines  River  Association 
Malden  Conservation  Commission 
Oak  Island  Residents'  Association 
Saugus  Board  of  Selectmen 
NED,  Operations  Division 
Mass.  Water  Resources  Division 
Saugus  Planning 

Revere  Conservation  Commission 

NED,  Photographer 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 

Saugus  Action  Volunteers  for  the  Environment 

Mass.  Coastal  Zone  Management 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 

NED,  Biologist 

NED,  Chief,  Impact  Analysis  Branch 

US  Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Mass.  Audubon  Society 

Saugus  Engineering/DPW 

Colonial  Cable,  Revere 

US  Fish  £  Wildlife  Service 

MEPA 

Lynn  Planning 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 

Mass.  Division  of  Wetlands 

Mass.  Assn,  of  Conservation  Commissions 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 

Malden  Planning 

Lynn,  Citizen-at-Large 

NED,  Hydraulics  &  Water  Quality  Section 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGIANDOIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


ArtfWTlO*  OF 

Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


October  30,  1987 


Ms.  Polly  Bradley,  President 
SVIM:  Nahant  Citizens  Committee 
33  Summer  Street 
Nahant,  MA  01908 

Dear  Ms.  Bradley: 

I  appreciate  you  providing  us  a  copy  of  your  article,  attached, 
on  "Protection  of  Saugus  Marshes  on  North  Shore  Agenda”  which 
appeared  in  the  MACC  Newsletter.  There  appears  to  be  a  misunder¬ 
standing  of  the  criteria  for  formulating  the  tentatively  preferred 
plan  to  protect  the  communities  of  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus 
under  our  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study. 
The  plan  which  includes  floodgates  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saugus  River 
is  being  formulated  to  prevent  any  significant  adverse  impact  on  the 
valuable  saltwater  estuary  behind  it. 

In  order  to  meet  the  criteria  of  "no  significant  impact",  for 
example,  we  are  looking  at  those  factors  which  would  affect  the 
future  development  in  the  estuary  both  with  and  without  this 
project.  The  project  alone  would  not  "permit  developers  to  build  in 
the  marshes"  as  stated  in  the  article.  The  wetlands,  as  you  know, 
are  protected  by  State  and  Federal  laws.  Over  the  next  year  your 
participation  on  the  Technical  Group  and  many  other  concerned  people 
will  help  us  determine  the  effectiveness  of  these  laws  and  the  impact 
the  project  would  have  on  future  development.  If  a  project  induced 
impact  is  significant,  then  we  must  determine  how  to  either 
eliminate,  reduce  or  mitigate  the  impact  to  an  acceptable  level. 

Recently,  as  part  of  our  continuing  planning  effort,  additional 
information  was  obtained  on  the  hydrology  of  the  Saugus  River 
watershed;  the  storage  available  in  the  estuary;  and  the  operating 
criteria  for  the  project.  In  order  to  effectively  operate  the  Saugus 
River  Floodgate  Project,  a  major  portion  of  the  estuary  would  need  to 
be  preserved  for  storage  of  both  interior  runoff  and  overtopping  of 
saltwater  along  the  shorefront  during  very  extreme  storm  conditions. 
Several  heights  or  levels  of  protection  will  be  considered  over  the 
next  year  in  developing  a  recommended  plan.  The  future  available 
storage  in  the  estuary  will  play  a  major  role  in  the  planning.  The 
recommended  plan  will  require  assurances  that  the  estuary  area  which 
is  needed  for  storage  to  provide  the  recommended  level  of  protection 
and  meet  operating  criteria  will  in  fact  be  preserved  over  the  life 
of  the  project. 
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I  hop*  this  explanation  helps  to  clarity  son*  of  your  concerns. 
1  appreciate  your  continued  involrenent  and  assistance  in  the  study 
If  you  have  any  questions  please  call  ne  at  (617)  647-8508,  or  Hr. 
Kohert  6.  Hunt,  the  Project  Manager  at  647-8216. 
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PROTECTION  OF  SAUGUS  MARSHES 
ON  NORTH  SHORE  AGENDA 

Edward  Becker  and  James  McDougall  of  the 
Essex  County  Greenbelt  Association  met  in 
August  with  Wallace  McKenzie  of  the  East 
Saugus  Waterfront  Task  Force  to  begin  to 
explore  ways  to  save  the  Saugus-Revere 
marshes. 

•we  walked  along  the  old  highway  corridor 
with  our  binoculars,  and  we  were 
increased  by  the  bird  life  in  the 
marshes.  There's  all  kinds  of  action 
going  on  out  there,*  Becker  said*  *lhe 
long  expanse  of  marsh  with  the  urban 
skyline  in  the  background  is  spectacular. 
Our  concern  is  to  start  making  people 
aware  of  the  value  of  the  marsh  and  the 
possibility  of  future  harm  on  a  permanent 
basis.* 

The  move  to  protect  the  marshes  was 
triggered  by  a  controversial  proposal  by 
the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  to  build  a 
floodgate  across  the  Saugus  River  and 
seawalls  along  the  Revere  Beach  and  the 
Lynn  Harbor  to  Nahant. 

During  the  Blizzard  of  1978,  seme  5000 
people  had  to  evacuate  their  homes 
because  of  flooding  in  the  area  behind 
the  Revere  barrier  beach  and  adjacent  to 
the  Saugus-Revere  marshes.  The  floodgate 
plan,  which  would  permit  closing  off  the 
marshes  during  periods  of  extremely  high 
tides,  is  intended  to  prevent  this 
flooding.  However,  environmentalists  fear 
that  prevention  of  flooding  may  cause 
ecological  damage.  The  floodgates  may 
also  permit  developers  to  build  in  the 
marshes,  ttfiich  so  far  have  been  protected 
from  development  to  acme  extent  by  the 
danger  of  flooding. 


"Any  flood  control  program  which  results 
from  this  study  must  make  every  effort  to 
ensure  that  the  integrity  and 
productivity  of  the  estuary  not  be 
oempranised,"  said  Richard  Quateman, 
director  of  Resources  for  the  North 
Shore,  a  regional  office  of  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society,  at 
hearings  held  in  June.  "While  we 
recognize  the  occurence  and  seriousness 
of  tidal  flooding  in  the  target 
oemunities,  it  is  critical,  too,  that 
the  inappropriateness  of  the  existing  and 
proposed  development  within  the 
floodplain  be  recognized." 

Ellen  Burns,  President  of  SAVE  (Saugus 
Action  Volunteers  for  the  Environment) 
cemented,  "The  major  ooncem  we  have  is 
the  possible  effect  this  plan  might  have 
on  the  adverse  development  of  the 
valuable  marsh  area  behind  the  proposed 
flood  control  structure  in  Saugus  and 
Revere,  and  in  the  Saugus  River  basin. 
Since  this  is  the  largest  relatively 
unspoiled  marsh  left  north  of  Boston,  and 
since  it  is  so  important,  ecologically, 
for  both  fisheries  and  migratory  water 
fowl,  we  hope  that  ultimately  a  joint 
federal-state-local  consensus  will  be 
reached  to  preserve  these  valuable 
wetlands  from  the  threat  of  development." 

Plans  for  protecting  the  marshes  are  in 
the  preliminary  stages,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  many  environmental  groups  may 
eventually  becane  involved  in  working  out 
a  practical  plan  to  keep  the 
Saugus-Revere  marshes  from  being 
destroyed. 

For  further  information,  contact  Edward 
Becker,  Executive  Director,  Essex  County 
Greenbelt  Association,  82  Eastern  Avenue, 
Essex,  MA  01929;  phone  (617)  768-7241. 


Polly  Bradley,  SWIM 


SWIM  -  Nahant  Citizens  Committee  for 
Safer  Water  in  Massachusetts 

o/o  Northeastern  University 
Marine  Science  Center 
East  Point,  Nahant,  MA  01908 
November  30,  198T 

Mr.  Joseph  L.  Ignazio 
Chief,  Planning  Division 
Basin  Mans gene nt  Branch 
New  England  Division 
Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  Massachusetts  02254 

Dear  Mr.  Ignazio: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  October  30  about  my  article,  "Protection  of 
Saugus  Marshes  on  North  Shore  Agenda,"  which  appeared  in  the  September,  198T 
issue  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation  Commissions  newsletter. 

I  was  pleased  to  be  able  to  help  Inform  conservation  commissioners  about  the 
importance  of  protecting  the  Saugus  Marshes. 

There  is  not  so  much  a  misunderstanding  as  a  difference  of  opinion  about 
the  Saugus  River  Ploodgate  Project.  Certainly  the  project  is  controversial. 
Programs  like  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Program  and  projects  to  prevent 
natural  flooding  are  widely  considered  to  be  Canute-like  constructions, 
damaging  to  the  ecology  because  they  interfere  with  nature's  forces  and 
damaging  to  people  because  they  encourage  a  false  sense  of  security  about 
building  in  dangerous  areas.  Sea  walls  (like  the  one  which  will  stretch  from 
Roughan's  Point  in  Revere  along  the  entire  length  of  Revere  Barrier  Beach  and 
around  the  Lynn  Harbor  to  the  Nahant  Causeway)  are  notorious  for  increasing 
beach  erosion,  and  barrier  beaches  are  notorious  for  refusing  to  be  tamed. 

I  would  like  to  reemphasize  the  potential  the  project  may  have  for  making 
additional  development  possible.  The  major  reason  that  the  marsh  area  is  not 
totally  developed  at  the  present  time  is  that  they  flood  periodically.  Once 
flooding  is  prevented,  a  tremendous  amount  of  money  and  energy  will  go  into 
ways  to  circumvent  the  weak  and  often  unenforced  laws  that  protect  the 
wetlands. 

However,  all  this  said,  I  was  really  delighted  to  hear  about  your  plans 
for  making  protection  of  "a  major  portion  of  the  estuary"  an  Important  portion 
of  the  Saugus  River  Floodgate  Project.  Many  questions  remain  (in  addition  to 
the  basic  one  of  whether  the  project  should  indeed  be  constructed),  and  it  will 
be  up  to  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  and  Technical  Advisory  Group  to  keep 
asking  them.  For  example: 

*  How  much  of  the  marshes  is  "a  major  portion"  and  what  will  happen  to 

the  minor  portion? 

*  How  can  they  be  protected  from  pollution  or  development? 

*  How  strong  will  this  protection  be? 
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*  What  part  do  the  Saugus  marshes  play  as  nurseries  for  the  rich  fishing 

and  lobstering  area  in  Lynn  Harbor  and  Broad  Sound? 

*  Will  fresh  water  stored  during  storms  damage  the  ecology? 

*  Will  there  be  sufficient  salt  water  influx  during  normal  conditions? 

*  Does  salt  water  influx  during  storms  play  a  part  in  salt/  fresh  water 

balance  of  the  estuary? 

*  Will  there  be  any  interference  with  natural  tidal  flow? 

*  Will  siltation  occur  behind  the  floodgate? 

*  Will  there  be  mosquito  problems  if  storm  flow  is  restricted? 

*  Will  the  phragmites  (a  brackish- water  species)  be  extended  at  the 

expense  of  spartina  (a  native  salt-water  species)? 

*  Will  the  landforms  at  Point  of  Pines  and  the  Frederick  Willis  Fishing 

Pier  near  the  General  Edwards  Bridge  be  changed  by  erosion  or 

deposi tion? 

1  enjoyed  the  "field  trip"  to  the  Providence  and  New  Bedford  hurricane 
barriers.  One  thing  I  noticed  was  that  there  are  not  extensive  salt  marshes 
behind  either  one... they  are  basically  on  rivers,  not  on  fertile  estuaries  like 
the  Saugus  marshes.  That's  a  very  different  situation. 

Another  thing  I  noted  was  that  while  the  Providence  hurricane  barrier  has 
only  been  shut  down  a  few  times  since  it  was  built,  the  New  Bedford  hurricane 
barrier  is  shut  up  to  a  dozen  times  every  year... a  big  difference,  and  one 
which  in  the  case  of  the  Saugus  Marshes  could  mean  the  difference  between 
protecting  and  damaging  the  living  things  in  the  estuary. 

After  returning  from  the  trip  to  Providence  and  New  Bedford,  I  talked  to 
John  Gurney,  Chairman  of  the  New  Bedford  Conservation  Commission,  who  said  that 
pollution  in  New  Bedford  has  probably  been  worsened  by  the  fact  that  the  dike 
has  been  there.  He  said,  "The  dike  has  retarded  flushing  of  the  system,"  and 
"the  harbor's  ability  to  cleanse  itself  has  been  severely  hindered."  He  also 
commented  that  if  you  give  developers  half  a  chance  to  fill  something,  they 
probably  will,  and  he  thinks  that  the  dike  does  allow  some  building  to  go  on, 
although  much  of  the  area  was  already  developed  before  the  hurricane  barrier 
was  built. 

1  will  be  watching  in  the  Saugus  floodgate  plans  for  information  about  how 
the  decisions  will  be  made  on  how  often  to  close  the  Saugus  floodgate  and  for 
proof  that  there  will  be  no  interference  with  the  free  flow  of  water  into  and 
out  of  the  estuary. 

You  will  only  get  support  of  the  environmental  community  for  this  project 
if  there  are  guarantees  that  the  estuary  will  be  protected. .. protected  from 
development  and  protected  from  ecological  damage.  I  have  been  impressed  with 
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the  genuine  desire  to  protect  the  marshes  that  various  people  in  the  Corps, 
especially  Robert  Hunt,  sees  to  have.  In  the  early  hearings,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  Corps  couldn't  save  the  marshes  by  itself,  and  one  of  my  major 
purposes  in  writing  the  article  for  the  Massachusetts  Association  of 
Conservation  Commissions  was  to  alert  the  environmental  community  not  only  to 
the  problems  but  also  to  the  need  for  cooperative  effort  in  giving  the  marshes 
strong  protection  if  the  floodgate  is  indeed  built. 

I  will  continue  to  help  increase  public  awareness  of  the  Saugus  River 
Floodgate  Project.  Although  our  viewpointsmay  not  always  coincide,  I  am  sure 
the  more  the  public  knows  about  the  project  the  better  it  will  be  in  the  long 
run.  I'm  looking  forward  to  serving  on  the  Technical  Advisory  Group. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Polly  Bradley,  President 

Nahant  SWIM 

cc:  John  Gurney 
Robert  Hunt 
Norma  Brooks 


J-21b 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

January  19,  1988 

Planning  Division 
Iapact  Analysis  Branch 

SUBJECT:  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries,  Flood  Daeage  Reduction  Study 

-  Technical  Croup  Meeting 

Date  and  Tiee:  Tuesday,  January  26,  1988  fro*  9:30  -  11:30  AM 
Place:  The  Saltonstall  Building,  100  Caabridge  Street, 

Boston,  MA  -  Rooa  208  ( Second  Floor) 

TO:  Technical  Group  Meabers 

Dear  Study  Participant: 

This  is  to  confira  the  scheduling  of  our  first  Technical  Group 
Meeting  for  January  26.  Re  hope  you  can  attend.  Re  expect  to  hold 
three  aeetings  over  the  next  nine  aonths.  The  agenda  for  the  January 
aeeting  sill  be  as  follows: 

1.  Introduction  and  brief  project  update 

2.  Discussion  of  Providence  and  Mew  Bedford  field  trip 

3.  Discussion  of  ongoing  studies 

a.  Hydrology  in  the  study  area 

b.  Operational  characteristics  of  the  floodgates 
under  Option  3-The  Regional  Plan 

c.  Ecological  Studies 

d.  Socioeconoaic  Studies 

4.  Other  topics  of  concern  to  aeabers 

The  priaary  purpose  of  this  first  aeeting  will  be  to  discuss  the 
scope  of  the  ongoing  studies,  and  how  they  will  be  incorporated  into 
the  BIS/ SIR,  with  a  view  toward  aafcing  sure  that  there  are  no 
iaportant  errors  of  coaaission  or  oaission.  Re  hope  that  our  prior 
coordination  with  all  of  you  will  lead  us  to  discover  no  aajor 
probleas  at  this  point. 

Re  hope  to  see  you  at  the  aeeting.  If  you  have  any  questions 
please  feel  free  to  cal*  ae  at  647-8508,  Bob  Hunt,  the  Project 
Manager  (647-8216),  or  Joseph  Horowitz,  the  Project  Environaental 
Manager  (647-8518). 


RCPtY  TO 
ATT1NTKM0P 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGIANO  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

January  20,  1988 


Ha.  Boraa  Brooks 

S.  R.  I.  H. :  Mahaat  Citisaaa  Coaaittaa 
Seeking  latar  Iaprovaaaat  Haaauraa 
21  Lenox  Road 
Hahaat,  HA  01908 

Daar  Ha.  Brooka: 

I  a ppraciata  your  iataraat  to  aork  with  ua  on  tha  Toohnical  Group 
for  tha  Saugua  Rivar  and  Tributariaa  Flood  Daaaga  Raductioa  Study. 

Ha.  Folly  Bradlay  raquaatad  you  aa  har  altaraata  ropraaantativa  for 
S.  R.  I  N. 

Your  participation  during  aooping  Matings  to  diacuaa  tha  study 
aad  your  lattara  daacribiag  potential  inpacta  froa  plana  to  protact 
tha  region  froa  coastal  flooding  are  alao  appreciated.  Your 
aasiatanca  aith  the  Technical  Group  will  help  ua  identify  aad  resolve 
iaauee  and  aeaiet  in  the  guidance  of  the  study. 

The  "Project  Correspondence"  binder,  enclosed  presents  the 
initial  concerna  aad  atateMata  of  aaay  people  already  responding  on 
the  options  being  considered.  Also  provided  is  a  "Project 
Inforaation"  binder,  which  deacribea  probleaa  aad  options  of  the 
laveetigatioa.  Both  are  working  docuMats  to  be  used  and  updated 
over  the  course  of  the  study.  These  binders  help  define  the  issues 
'  facing  us  aad  will  help  during  technical  discuseiona. 

If  you  have  any  queations  please  feel  free  to  call  ae  at  (617) 
647-8508,  or  Hr.  Robert  Q.  Runt,  the  Project  Haaager  at  (617) 
647-8216. 

Sincerely, 


Inoloeurea 


Copy  Furnished: 

He.  Polly  Bradley 
Preeideat,  S.  R.  I.  H 
33  Suaaer  Street 
lahaat,  HA  01908 
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Massachusetts  Association 
of  Conservation  Commissions 

UNCOLN  FILENE  CENTER  TUFTS  UWVERSfTY  MEOFORO.  MASSACHUSETTS  02155 
(617)381-3467 


February  3,  1988 

Dr.  Joseph  Horowitz 
USACE 

424  Trapelo 
Waltham  02154 

Re:  Saugus  River  Flood  Reduction  Study 

We  understand  that  at  a  recent  presentation,  your  office 
put  forth  three  options  for  dealing  with  flooding  problems 
on  the  river  and  its  tributaries. 

MACC  represents  the  350  conservation  commissions  of  the  state 
which  are  empowered  to  take  action  under  the  state  Wetlands 
Protection  Act,  a  law  designed  to  protect  all  the  interests 
connected  with  wetlands,  floodplains,  banks,  land  under  waters 
and  associated  fisheries  and  wildlife.  Under  this  law,  the 
policy  is  to  prefer  solutions  which  have  the  least  impact  on 
the  resource.  Specifically,  a  waiver  is  required  from  the 
commissioner  of  DEQE  for  any  action  altering  more  than  5000 
square  feet  of  wetland.  Such  a  waiver  is  not  available  if 
other  alternatives  are  feasible.  Since  alternative  #2, 
dealing  with  raising  or  moving  the  dwellings  along  the  river, 
is  available,  we  do  not  believe  that  such  a  variance  can 
legally  be  granted. 

Your  options  #1  and  3  would  have  disastrous  effects  on  the 
river  and  estuary,  from  what  we  have  heard.  Such  solutions 
simply  encourage  more  development.  This  is  not  the  modern 
aoproach,  and  we  are  opposed  to  it. 

We  hope  that  someone  from  your  division  can  come  and  speak  with 
our  Board  of  Directors  on  this  important  proposal  at  our  next 
board  meeting  on  March  1.  Please  call  our  executive  director, 
Pam  Resor. 


Sincerely, 


President 
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February  5,  1 988 


The  first  Technical  Group  Meeting 
for  the 

Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Flood  Damage.  Reduction  Study 

has  been 
Rescheduled 

to 


Thursday,  February  25,  1988 
at  1:30  PM  (will  last  about  two  hours) 


The  McCormack  State  Office  Building 
1  Ashburton  Place 
Boston,  MA 
Conference  Room  1 A 


Directions:  Go  in  the  main  entrance,  on  Ashburton  Place,  down  the 
escalator,  take  a  sharp  left  and  watch  for  signs  to  the  meeting. 


Joe  Horowitz 
New  England  Division 
Corps  of  Engineers 
647-8518 


«€*.*  to 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DiVtSION.  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

April  13,  1987 


Planning  Division 
Basin  Management  Branch 


Dear  Study  Participant: 

I  appreciate  your  help  and  interest  shown  to  the  Project  Manager,  Mr. 
Robert  Hunt  and  Environmental  Manager,  Mr.  Joseph  Horowitz,  on  behalf  of 
the  study,  during  the  Citizen  Steering  Committee  and/or  MEPA  Scoping 
Meetings. 

Enclosed  is  correspondence  received  or  sent  by  the  Corps  between 
October  27,  1986  and  April  6,  1987  for  the  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries, 
Flood  Damage  Reduction  Study,  Lynn.  Malden,  Revere  and  Saugus,  MA. 

Please  include  the  pages  in  the  Correspondence  Binder's  appropriate 
section.  Each  page  number  is  preceeded  by  the  tab  or  section  designation 
(A  to  J)  and  should  be  placed  in  numerical  order  at  the  end  of  the 
section.  The  new  Table  of  Contents,  also  enclosed,  should  be  substituted 
for  the  old,  in  the  front  of  the  binder. 


The  Correspondence  Binder  and  this  update  have  been  provided  to  Mr. 
David  Shepardson  who  chaired  the  April  7,  1987  MEPA  scoping  meeting,  for 
his  information  in  preparing  the  scope  for  the  EIR.  In  a  few  weeks  you 
will  be  advised  of  the  date  and  the  location  of  the  Federal  NEPA 
environmental  scoping  meeting.  Following  this  meeting,  committee  meetings 
will  be  held  to  discuss  the  plans  for  the  EIR/EIS  studies  and  preparations 
for  the  public  workshops. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  assistance.  If  you  have  any  quesitons, 
please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (617)  647-8508,  Mr.  Hunt  at  647-8216  or  Mr. 
Horowitz  at  647-8518. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
NEW  ENGLANO  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

August  1988 


Public  Affairs  Office 


Enclosed  is  the  1987  Water  Resources  Development  in 
Massachusetts  booklet  that  describes  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  water  resource  projects  and  activities  in  the  state. 
These  encompass  flood  damage  reduction,  navigation,  and  shore 
and  bank  protection  work. 

If  you  would  like  additional  copies  of  this  booklet,  call  us 
at  617-647-8777,  or  write: 

Public  Affairs  Office 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Waltham,  MA  02254-9149 

Please  inform  us  if  the  name  and/or  address  of  your  agency 
or  company  is  incorrect.  Other  comments  and  suggestions  are 
appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Warren  E.  Nordman 
Chief,  Public  Affairs 

Enclosure 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM.  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 

October  5,  1988 


Basin  Management  Branch 


Dear  Study  Participants: 

Recently,  the  Draft  Saugus  River  and  Tributaries  Feasibility  Report 
and  Snvironaental  Iapact  Stateaent/ Report  (EIS/EIR)  revies  process  sas 
streamlined  by  advancing  the  start  of  the  initial  Rashington  level 
revies.  The  foraal  public  revies  of  the  report  is  nos  rescheduled  to 
start  in  January.  Once  this  decision  docuaent  is  available  to  everyone, 
any  reaaining  issues  can  aore  easily  be  resolved. 

For  your  inforaation  both  the  setland  and  biology  baseline  data 
collected  for  the  study  area  and  the  aocio-econoaic  analysis  of  potential 
developaent  in  the  estuary,  by  IBP,  Inc. ,  are  available  to  you  as  sorking 
docuaents.  This  aaterial  is  being  used  in  the  preparation  of  the 
Feasibility  and  EIS/EIR  Reports.  I  have  received  several  requests  for 
this  inforaation.  If  you  need  a  xerox  copy,  please  call  ae.  I  aa  short 
of  help,  non  that  the  suaaer  is  over,  so  if  you  can  sait  until  January,  I 
would  appreciate  it. 

Re  are  currently  preparing  these  reports  for  release  of  the 
Feasibility  Report  and  EIS/EIR,  and  consequently,  the  next  Steering 
Coaaittee  and  Technical  Group  Meetings  sill  be  scheduled  during  the 
January/ February  revies  period. 

For  your  inforaation,  se  have  established  a  single  point  of  contact  to 
receive  inforaation  on  potential  violations  or  filling  in  the  wetlands  of 
the  Saugus  and  Pines  River  Estuary.  Mr.  Dan  Martel  of  our  Regulatory 
Enforceaent  Office  is  working  with  the  Lynn,  Revere  and  Saugus 
Conservation  Coaaissions  to  respond  to  inforaation  on  filling  activities 
and  answer  questions.  Re  can  be  reached  here  in  Ralthaa  at  617-647-8687. 


If  you  have  any  questions  please  call  ae  at  617-647-8216,  or  Joe 
Borowitx,  Environaental  Manager  at  617-647-8518. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  G.  Hunt 
Project  Manager 
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2W-3306 


C.C.S.A.  INC. 

FOP  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT. 
FISHING.  FOWLING.  AND  THE  MARITIME 
TRADITIONS 


FRANK  E.  ANOERSON  14  A  SEAFOAM  AVE. 

PRESIDENT  WINTHROP.  MA  02152 


Mr.  Rorcrt  Hunt 

U.8.  Army  Corpo  or  Cnoirckro 

New  Enolano  DlvlOlOM 

424  Trapclo  Roar 

Waltham,  ma. 

02254.9149 


Ootoocr  22.  1988 


Okar  Mr.  Hurt  t 

Thank  von  roo  accept  two  onr  invitation  to  m  tnc  oocot  miahr  at 
thc  Novcmocr  I,  1988  hcctino  or  trc  Conccrnco  Coaotal  8tortsmcn *0  Aooooiation. 

Mcmocro  a no  oocot  or  thc  CC8A  arc  oinocrcct  irtcrcotco  in  thc  plano  roe 

THC  RCVCRC.8auouO.LVNN  WCTLANOO  A no  THC  n.000  CONTROL  PRO4C0T0. 

I  am  cnolooino  a  oorv  or  oircotiono  to  thc  Sauouo  Amcrioan  Leo ion  Root  #210 
at  44  Tavlor  St.  8auouo.  Ma..  a no  our  hcctino  timc  io  7i30  R.M. 

AoAIR,  THANK  TOO  rOR  AOOCPTlNO  OUR  INVITATION,  a no  «C  ARE  LOOKINO  rORWARO  TO 
OCCINO  VOO  AT  THC  HCCTINO. 


.JUnocrclv. 


'HOC  R  00* 
PRCOIOCNT,  CCSA  I NO. 


Corv t  Rcvcrc  Nciohoornoooo  Aooooiation 
8.A.V.E. 

CCSA  Filc 


J-29 


«£f*t.Y  ro 
attention  of 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

NEW  ENGLAND  DIVISION.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
424  TRAPELO  ROAD 

WALTHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02254-9149 


Planning  Division  26  April  1989 

Basin  Management  Branch 


To  Study  Participants  and  Members  of  the  Citizens  Steering  Committees  and  Technical  Group: 


After  many  months  of  careful  preparation,  the  New  England  Division  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  (NED)  is 
about  to  send  you  the  SAUGUS  RIVER  AND  TRIBUTARIES  FLOOD  DAMAGE  REDUCTION 
STUDY  REPORT  and  the  Combined  Federal  EIS  and  State  EIR  for  the  study. 

Based  on  the  preferences  expressed  to  us  by  you  and  other  local,  state  and  Federal  decision-makers,  the 
plan  addresses  the  serious  coastal  flooding  threat  in  Lynn,  Malden,  Revere,  and  Saugus  in  ways  that  sup¬ 
port  the  very  strong  Federal,  State  and  local  interest  in  protecting  the  wetlands  and  other  resources  of  the 
Saugus  River  Estuary.  A  series  of  flood  damage  reduction  measures  along  the  coastal  portions  of  Revere 
and  Lynn  are  proposed.  These  would  be  combined  with  a  floodgate  structure  across  the  mouth  of  the 
Saugus  River  that  would  prevent  tidal  surges  from  severe  coastal  storms  from  entering  the  estuary  and 
causing  interior  flooding  problems  in  all  four  of  the  communities. 

Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  design  of  the  entire  plan,  and  the  floodgates  in  particular,  to  minimize  ef¬ 
fects  on  the  valued  natural  resources  of  the  area.  The  navigation  gate  and  the  other  gated  openings  in  the 
floodgate  structure  would  protect  normal  flushing  patterns  in  the  estuary.  The  overall  design  of  the  flood¬ 
gate  will  also  maintain  river  flows  necessary  to  assure  navigational  safety.  A  key  component  of  the  flood 
damage  reduction  plan  is  use  of  the  natural  storage  capacity  of  the  estuary’s  wetlands  for  temporary  im¬ 
poundment  of  water  behind  die  closed  floodgates  during  severe  coastal  storms.  Thus,  long  term  protection 
of  these  wetlands  by  Federal,  State  and  local  officials  is  critical  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  plan,  and  rein¬ 
forces  and  strengthens  justification  for  ongoing  preservation  efforts. 

Prior  to  sending  this  report  for  the  final  Washington  level  review  for  authorization,  it  will  be  given  45  days 
for  official  public  review  and  comment  I  will  be  arranging  meetings  with  you  in  the  near  future  to  review 
the  plan  and  report.  I  will  explain  the  results  of  initial  Washington  level  review  over  the  past  several 
months  and  actions  taken  to  provide  a  complete  and  detailed  report. 

On  behalf  of  the  extensive  team  of  NED  planners,  engineers,  environmental  specialists,  economists,  hy¬ 
drologists  and  others  who  have  worked  together  to  prepare  this  plan,  may  I  extend  my  deepest  thanks  for 
your  interest,  cooperation  and  help.  For  representatives  of  four  separate  communities,  multiple  state  and 
Federal  agencies,  and  many  varied  interests  to  have  come  together  to  shape  a  plan  that  reduces  a  dangerous 
coastal  flood  threat  while  addressing  state  and  local  environmental  concerns  and  goals  is  no  small  accom¬ 
plishment.  We  look  forward  to  your  comments  on  the  plan  and  the  EIS/EIR,  and  again  express  our  grati¬ 
tude  for  your  part  in  this  process.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  me  at  617-647-8216. 


Sincerely, 


Project  Manager 


J-  30 


